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1. If Labor Day didn’t exist, 
you’d be working 12 hours 
a day Labor Day started in 
Ontario during the 1870’s 
when workers went on 
strike to work less than 12 
hours per day (they pushed 
for 9 hours!). It then spread 
to New York City where 
10,000 workers took unpaid 
leave and marched from 
City Hall to 42nd street.

2. Thank Oregon for your 
3-day weekend! In 1887, 
Oregon was the first state 
to make Labor Day a public 
holiday. Then came Colo-
rado, New York, Massachu-
setts, and New Jersey- and 
then the rest followed. Pres-
ident Grover Cleveland was 
the one who signed into law 
a bill saying that the first 
Monday in September will 
be known as “Labor Day.”

3. Labor Day is when 
dreams come true. On La-
bor Day in 1955, the very 
first Waffle House opened 
in Avondale Estates, Geor-
gia. Now, Waffle House has 

over 1500 establishments  
across the United States. 
Talk about hard labor!

4. As a retailer, you domi-
nate the work force. Retail 
salespeople are the larg-
est occupation in America. 
This is followed by cashiers, 
food preparation/serv-
ing workers, and then of-
fice clerks. Interesting fact: 
In 1910, farm owners and 
tenants were the largest oc-
cupation in the U.S. labor 
force.

5. The U.S. unemployment 
rate is increasing.  Over the 

past 12 months, the em-
ployment rate has declined 
by 1.1% while the number 
of unemployed people in-
creased. With more people 
not getting paid, there’s less 
money to be spent in the lo-
cal economy.

6. Sales are projected to 
slump for the rest of 2016. 
You might have felt that 
business didn’t really 
“boom” this summer, but 
economists  are optimistic 
about retail sales for the rest 
of the year. The amount that 
customers spend will be on 
the increase, they said.

More than 100 years after the 
first Labor Day observance, 
there is still some doubt as to 
who first proposed the holi-
day for workers.
Some records show that Pe-
ter J. McGuire, general sec-
retary of the Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners and 
a cofounder of the American 
Federation of Labor, was first 
in suggesting a day to honor 
those “who from rude nature 
have delved and carved all the 
grandeur we behold.”
But Peter McGuire’s place in 
Labor Day history has not 
gone unchallenged. Many be-

lieve that Matthew Maguire, 
a machinist, not Peter Mc-
Guire, founded the holiday.
Recent research seems to 
support the contention that 
Matthew Maguire, later the 
secretary of Local 344 of the 
International Association of 
Machinists in Paterson, N.J., 
proposed the holiday in 1882 
while serving as secretary of 
the Central Labor Union in 
New York. 
What is clear is that the Cen-
tral Labor Union adopted a 
Labor Day proposal and ap-
pointed a committee to plan a 
demonstration and picnic.

Labor Day Facts history oF Labor Day
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One way to get the most out of life is to look upon it as an adventure. ~ William Feather

1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM

GaRNER CaR waSH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

we hand wash your vehicle!

True LoveThe old man he looked tired
And he smiled so casually

Then setting down his 
small suitcase

He ordered black coffee

His eyes not in the room at all
And heart was somewhere far
Beyond the chatter in the room

Out to his own bright star

He turned and looked 
then smiled again

I asked him “How are you”
“I’m fine” He said in humbled tones

Just resting “thinking too”

A holiday I asked him then
Your suitcase on the floor

“Oh no!” he said in somber tones
“I don’t go on trips any more”

I’m off to see my dearest friend 
“My wife”  she’s not to well 

Been five long years in hospital 
“Alzheimer’s” yes “I can tell”

She doesn’t even know my name
The day or week or year

Our children now are strangers too
She asks “Who are they dear”
The photographs a memory

Of someone else’s life
And “Who are you” “tell me again” 

About your lovely wife.

My eyes were moist but 
his were bright

And twinkled as he spoke.
My tea untouched his coffee gone

My throat just dry and choked

“She doesn’t know you sir at all” 
And yet five years have gone 

Why do you go to visit her
“Let memories” linger on

Of better times and younger days
when love was in it’s prime
When you and she were 

courting strong

And romance “sweet sublime”
He listened as he sit there

I gave my point of view
And then his eyes with 

tears just filled 
And fell like morning dew

Your right young man 
a waste of time

When going every day
To take her flowers and 

hold her hands
In every single way

She doesn’t know me not at all
I could be anyone

She laughs and smiles at 
everything

“forgets me” when I’ve gone

Then feeling so frustrated now
“your time and money to”

A waste of time I told him now
“you’ve” better things to do

He looked at me behind those eyes
And smiled with loving care

“She doesn’t know me. 
Not at all. 

“But I remember her.”

There are two 
types of people 
in the world;

People who 
think the 

government 
is looking

out for their 
best interest 

And people 
who think.

Nathan Fraser

The Obama administration is vio-
lating a federal law prohibiting the 
federal government from compil-
ing the personal information of 
gun owners.

The federal government may gath-
er statistical information about 
gun owners but must “destroy” any 
personally identifiable informa-
tion, such as their names and ad-
dresses.

A recent report from the U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office 
found that the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives  
did not always comply” with the 
restriction.

Congress decided that since the 
states regulate guns — not the 
federal government — the federal 
government would never be able 
to keep a list of every gun owner 
and every gun owned by that 
person,“But they are. It’s repre-
hensible, it violates federal law, it 
violates a Supreme Court opinion, 
it violates our natural right to self-
defense, which is protected by the 
Second Amendment, a president 
or administration who doesn’t 
“believe in the right to bear arms” 
could use the list as a means to “ha-
rass” citizens with opposing views 
or even to “confiscate” guns.

To be a Christian without prayer is no 
more possible than to be alive without 
breathing.
Grant that I may not pray alone with 
the mouth; help me that I may pray 
from the depths of my heart.
I am afraid that the schools will prove 
the very gates of hell, unless they dili-
gently labor in explaining the Holy 
Scriptures and engraving them in the 
heart of the youth.

If you young fellows were wise, the devil couldn’t do anything to you, but 
since you aren’t wise, you need us who are old.
To gather with God’s people in united adoration of the Father is as necessary 
to the Christian life as prayer. 
You are not only responsible for what you say, but also for what you do not say.
Every man must do two things alone; he must do his own believing and his 
own dying. 
Prayer is a strong wall and fortress of the church; it is a goodly Christian 
weapon.
Live as if Christ died yesterday, rose this morning and is coming back to-
morrow.

QUotEs by 
MartiN LUthEr

The problem is noT Guns
it’s hearts without GoD, homes without discipline,
schools without prayer and courts without justice.
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Trust is like blood pressure. it’s silent vital to good health. ~ Frank Sonnenberg

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR 
HEATING AND COOLING NEEDS!

573 785 9019
WE SERVICE AND REPAIR ALL BRANDS!

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

809 West Pine
Poplar Bluff, Mo.

One-stop Shopping for Nurses
Across from Catholic Church

Scrubs in sizes XS-5X
Special Order Cherokee & Dickies

Stethoscopes, Covers & Cases, Blood Pressure Cuffs
T-Shirts, Shoes, Socks, Jewelry, Cancer Awareness Tops & Sets

(573) 686-7267
Email: qualityuniforms1@aol.com Owner: Terry Smith

Subscribe to the 
Black River Times

One Year Just $15

Send your information along with 
a check or money order to the 

Black River Times
1024 West Hart St.

Poplar Bluff, Mo. 63901

KiTchen corner
sUMMEr corN saLaD

A favorite recipe of Lori Herridge
I have made this twice and people always ask 

for the recipe - it is yummy! 
Makes 8 servings.

In a small bowl, whisk 8 teaspoons oil, lime juice, 
salt and pepper sauce; set aside.

 In a large skillet, cook and stir corn in remaining 
 oil over medium-high heat until tender. Transfer 
 to a salad bowl; cool slightly. Add the tomatoes,
 cucumber, onion and basil. Drizzle with dressing
 and toss to coat.

    Let stand for 10 minutes before serving or
    refrigerate until chilled. Sprinkle with cheese
        just before serving.

10 teaspoons olive oil, divided
2 tablespoon lime juice
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon hot pepper sauce 
(or more to taste)
            3 cups fresh or frozen corn,  
             thawed (you can use
                   canned corn)

3 cups cherry or grape tomatoes, 
halved
1 cup finely chopped cucumber
1/2 cup finely chopped red onion
4 tablespoons minced fresh basil
1/2 cup crumbled feta or 
gorgonzola or bleu cheese

Veto oVerride
In September, the Missouri 
General Assembly  will recon-
vene for a veto session. Dur-
ing the veto session, your law-
makers will vote to override 
Governor Jay Nixon’s veto of 
important pro-gun self-defense 
legislation, Senate Bill 656.  
This omnibus bill would make 
numerous pro-gun reforms, 
including permitting anyone 
legally allowed to possess a 
firearm to carry a firearm for 
self-defense without a permit.  
Having passed the legislature 
with overwhelming support 
during the 2016 Regular Ses-
sion, Governor Nixon decided 
to play politics with your rights 
and veto the legislation.
Former New York City Mayor 
and billionaire Michael Bloom-
berg, along with his anti- gun 
allies, are coming out of the 
woodwork to oppose any at-
tempt to override the veto of 
SB 656.  These anti-gun elitists 
would like to see the Second 
Amendment repealed from the 
U.S. Constitution, and are tar-
geting Missouri this September. 

Your legislators need 
to hear from you now 

more than ever!

Just a thought

I have decided some
changes need to be made

to our Constitution.

Like dusting it off and 
putting it back to use like

it was intended.

if onLy i couLd see
There was a blind girl who hated 
herself because she was blind. 
She hated everyone, except her 
loving boyfriend. He was always 
there for her. She told her boy-
friend, ‘If I could only see the 
world, I will marry you.’

One day, someone donated a 
pair of eyes to her. When the ban-
dages came off, she was able to 
see everything, including her 
boyfriend.

He asked her, ‘Now that you can 

see the world, will you marry 
me?’ The girl looked at her boy-
friend and saw that he was blind. 
The sight of his closed eyelids 
shocked her. She hadn’t expect-
ed that. The thought of looking at 
them the rest of her life led her to 
refuse to marry him.

Her boyfriend left in tears and 
days later wrote a note to her 
saying: ‘Take good care of your 
eyes, my dear, for before they 
were yours, they were mine.’

“Violence never brings permanent peace. It 
solves no social problem: it merely creates 
new and more complicated ones. Violence 
is impractical because it is a descending 
spiral ending in destruction for all. It is im-
moral because it seeks to humiliate the op-
ponent rather than win his understanding: 
it seeks to annihilate rather than convert. 
Violence is immoral because it thrives on 
hatred rather than love. It destroys com-
munity and makes brotherhood impossible. 
It leaves society in monologue rather than 
dialogue. Violence ends up defeating itself. 
It creates bitterness in the survivors and 
brutality in the destroyers.”
 ~Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Let perseverance be your engine and hope your fuel. ~ H. Jackson Brown Jr.

B  i G h o r n s h e e P r Q M K X
r o G  i A n T P A n d A J B M c T
r G Q G c X A X s r G o r  i L L A
e s c J G f K T c o T M r e L J K
G n J  i J h L Z u n u h e T Z s r
 i o A r e d f o X G  i J n Q  i G e
T W o  i X n Z n W n n A Q s n e e
L L v L u f y s o c h A c T f o M
A e s s M G h c f P  i Z r f P o c
G o W  i L d e B e e s T A o J r G
n P G M J r J L r A K r c d P A P
e A e P o L e T n A  i  i v r Z G d
B r u s J d Q s y G s K Q h A n G
Z d c h  i M P A n Z e e v e K A  i
s u M A T o P o P P  i h v  i K K u
r A e B r A L o P M A n d r   i L L
h n o  i L n A c  i r f A o Z  i L A

kids page
Across:
  5. You might do homework 
on the ____ in class.
  6. Noon is usually time for 
lunch in the ____
  9. Fun outing during 
school, maybe to a Museum. 
(2 words)
11. Ninth month of the year.
12. The teacher prefers you 
to sit at your____
16. This person runs the 
school.
17. These furry guys collect 
nuts to eat in the winter.
18. A ____ will help you to 
write your vocabulary words 
down.

down:
  1. You get taught by this 
person.
  2. To write your answers 
down, you need this lined 

sheet of ____
  3. The 
teacher keeps 
a roll of ____ 
on her desk.
  4. Words 
you need to 
learn how 
spell and their 
definition are 
your ____. (2 
words)
  7. To do 
your book 
report, you 
need to check 
out a book at 
the ____.
  8. This tiny piece of metal 
holds papers together.
10. The fun time had outside 
on the playground during 
school.
13. Your math teacher pre-

fers you to write with this 
and not a pen.
14. An ____ a day keeps the 
doctor away, and teachers 
like them too!
15. The teacher might begin 
a lass with a pop ____.

Answers on page 14

AfricAn Lion

AnTeLoPe

ArcTic WoLf

BenGAL TiGer

BiGhorn sheeP

chiMPAnZee

eLePhAnT

GiAnT PAndA

GirAffe

GoriLLA

hiPPoPoTAMus

KAnGAroo

MAndriLL

MeerKAT

orAnGuTAn

PoLAr BeAr

red foX

rhinoceros

snoW LeoPArd

WiLdeBeesT

Zoo AniMALs

cryPToGrAM

Why are bananas good at gymnastics...  
They do great banana splits!

Why won’t the elephant use the 
computer?....
He’s  afraid of the mouse!

What do you call a sleeping bull?... 
a bulldozer!

What did Mr. and Mrs. Hamburger 
name their daughter?....
Patty

Kids Jokes

What did the square say to 
the old circle?... 
Been around long?

What kind of hats do they 
where at the North Pole?....
Ice  Caps

What kind of snack do you 
have during a scary movie?.... 
I scream (ice cream)

What is a cat’s favorite dessert?....
Pie a la meow’d!!!

Why is music like a fish?.... 
they both have scales!

What do you get when you cross a centi-
pede with a parrot?.... 
a walkie-talkie



21 year old Peter Bilhorn approached Pastor Francis Rowley one Sunday night after the 
evening service. The place was North Adams, Massachusetts. Young Bilhorn had been 
converted the previous year, and already he was using his musical talents for the Lord. 
“Why don’t you write a hymn for me set to music?” he asked Pastor Rowley. Rowley’s re-
sponse was this gospel song, which originally began “can’t you sing the wondrous story?” 
For Bilhorn, who was a singer as well as a pianist and organist, it was an ideal personal 
testimony. As an unconverted teenager he had started his music career singing in Chi-
cago taverns. He understood the line “I was lost but Jesus found me ---Found the sheep 
that went astray.” Bilhorn went on singing the wondrous story the rest of his life, writing 
2000 songs, designing a portable folding organ for evangelistic use, assisting evangelists 
like Billy Sunday, and ministering around the world with Christian music.

1. I Will Sing The Wondrous Story 
Of The Christ Who Died For Me; 
How He Left His Home In Glory 
For The Cross Of Calvary.

•Refrain:
Yes, I’ll Sing The Wondrous Story Of 
The Christ Who Died For Me, Sing It 
With The Saints In Glory, Gathered By 
The Crystal Sea.

2. I Was Lost, But Jesus Found Me,
 Found The Sheep That Went Astray, 
Threw His Loving Arms Around Me, 
Drew Me Back Into His Way.

3. I Was Bruised, But Jesus Healed Me,
Faint Was I From Many A Fall,
Sight Was Gone, And Fears Possessed Me, 
But He Freed Me From Them All.

4. Days Of Darkness Still Come O’er Me, 
Sorrow’s Path I Often Tread,
But His Presence Still Is With Me; 
By His Guiding Hand I’m Led.

5. He Will Keep Me Till The River 
Rolls Its Waters At My Feet; 
Then He’ll Bear Me Safely Over, 
Where The Loved Ones I Shall Meet

5

Som
etim

es you have to take a step back to m
ove forw

ard. ~ Erika Taylor
Respect is one of life’s greatest treasures. ~ Marilyn Monroe

All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
                                                           2nd  Timothy 3:16

  1. When Samson killed 
1000 Philistines at Lehi 
what weapon did he use?
____________________ 

  2. How old was David 
when he was anointed 
King of Israel?
____________________

  3. Which disciples 
witnessed Jesus’ 
Transfiguration?
____________________

  4. In Damascus, whose 
sight was restored by 
Ananias?
____________________

  5. To whom did Jesus say, 
“Get thee behind 
me, Satan”?
____________________

  6. What are the final 
words of Jesus recorded 
in the New Testament?
____________________

  7. Who said, “…as for me 
and my house, we will serve 
the Lord”?
_____________________

  8. How many rivers were 
formed from the river that 
went out of Eden?
_____________________

  9. What is the name of the 
place where Jacob slept and 
dreamed of Jacob’s Ladder?
______________________

10.Who told Naaman to 
wash in the river Jordan 
seven times in order to cure 
his leprosy?
______________________

Answers on page 14

Twin springs Baptist church
1459 M Hwy • Poplar Bluff, Mo.

 Sunday school  10 AM
 Morning worship  11 AM 
 evening worship  5 PM
 Wednesday evening 7 PM

i wiLL siNg thE woNDroUs story

The story behind the song

God Knows
when you are tired and discouraged from 
fruitless efforts . . .
God knows how hard you have tried.

when you’ve cried so long and your heart is 
in anguish . . .
God has counted your tears.

If you feel that your life is on hold and time 
has passed you by . . .
God is waiting with you.

Even when you’re lonely and your friends are 
too busy even for a phone call . . . 
God is by your side.

when you think you’ve tried everything and 
don’t know where to turn . . . 
God has a solution.

when nothing makes sense and you are con-
fused or frustrated . . . 
God has the answer.

If suddenly your outlook is brighter and you 
find traces of hope . . . 
God has whispered to you.

when things are going well and you have 
much to be thankful for . . . 
God has blessed you.

when something joyful happens and you are 
filled with awe . . .
God has smiled upon you.

when you have a purpose to fulfill and a 
dream to follow . . . 
God has opened your eyes and called you 
by name. 

Remember that wherever you are or what-
ever you are facing . . .

 
God Knows.

what arE aNgELs accorDiNg to thE bibLE?
Angels are created beings. They are an 
entirely separate type of creature from 
humans. People do not become angels 
after death, and angels do not become 
human. They are as different from us 
as we are from the animals. Angels are 
intelligent beings (Matthew 8:29; 2 Cor-
inthians 11:3; 1 Peter 1:12), they are 
emotional beings (Luke 2:13; James 2:19; 
Revelation 12:17), and each has an indi-
vidual personality and will (Luke 8:28-
31; 2 Timothy 2:26; Jude 6). Angels are 
spirit beings (Hebrews 1:14) and do not 
have physical bodies.

Both good and evil angels are created 
beings, and they do not have limitless 
knowledge (Matthew 24:36). They can-
not be everywhere at once, and they are 
not as powerful as God. Satan (Lucifer) 
is still just an angel – he is nowhere near 
as powerful as God. However, angels are 
much more powerful than human be-
ings and possess greater knowledge. An-
gels understand the Bible and the world, 
and they believe in the prophecies of 
God (James 2:19; Revelation 12:12). Even 
the fallen angels, who hate God, are not 
atheists; they know that God exists. An-
gels also understand humanity very well. 
They do not have to study the past, for 
they have experienced it. There are a 
limited number of angels, and they do 
not reproduce. The angels created at the 
beginning of time are still with God, and 
the demons that fell at the beginning are 
still fallen.

Because of their longevity, we can as-
sume that they have much greater 

knowledge and understanding of God 
and humanity than we do. In the case 
of fallen angels, or demons, we have no 
hope of winning arguments with them 
unless we use the Scripture to combat 
their lies. By depending on flawed and 
limited human understanding, we will 
fail every time.

Angels, like all created beings, are subject 
to the will of God. The good angels are 
mobilized by God to come to the aid of 
believers (Hebrews 1:14). They do many 
other things as well, including praising 
and worshiping Him (Psalm 148:1-2; 
Isaiah 6:3; Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 5:8-
13). The angels rejoice in God’s works 
and they serve Him (Job 38:6-7; Psalm 
103:20; Revelation 22:9). They stand be-
fore God in His presence (Job 1:6, 2:1). 
They proclaim God’s judgments (Revela-
tion 7:1, 8:2). They minister to humans 
and sometimes bring answers to prayers 
(Acts 12:5-10, 8:26, 10:3). They watch 
Christians’ work and sufferings (1 Corin-
thians 4:9, 11:10; Ephesians 3:10; 1 Peter 
1:12). They encourage (Acts 27:23-24), 
and they care for believers when they die 
(Luke 16:22).

Interestingly, the Bible never says that 
angels are created in God’s image, as 
humans are (Genesis 1:26), though it ap-
pears that they can take on physical form 
(Genesis 6:4, 19:1). The most important 
things we can learn from the holy angels 
is their submission to God (1 Corinthi-
ans 11:10) and their right view of Him 
(Isaiah 6:3).

twiN spriNgs 
baptist chUrch

1459  M Hwy  
Poplar Bluff, Mo.

Sunday school 10 AM 
Morning worship 11 AM 
Evening worship 5 PM 
Wednesday 7 PM

Christian men’s roundtable
Sept.  3rd 8:00 AM 

Revival with Bro. Kim 
Bridges

Sept.  25th – 28th

what iF i toLD yoU
That no matter how much 

information you share with 
your friends about the corrupt 
government  and our liberties 
disappearing, 97% just won’t 

care until it’s too late and only 
then will they wonder how we 

allowed this to happen.

cost oF thE waLL
$10 billion

Yearly cost to support 
illegals

$113 Billion
I say

Plug the hole and pay off 
the national debt too
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I can be changed by what happens to me. but I refuse to be reduced by it. ~ Maya Angelou
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CaNE CREEK COMMuNITY CLuB

Cane Creek Community 
Club met August 10th at 
Twin Towers, Marie Boxx 
was hostess, the thought for 
the day, at some point you 
have to let go of what your 
thoughts should happen 
and live in what is happen-
ing.

Meeting opened with 
Pledge of Allegiance to the 
flag. Roll call, was what was 
the most dangerous thing 
you had ever done. Marie 
had the devotion, she read 
an article from the Black 
River Times.

The program was with 
family history, Glenda told 
where her family came from 
and about how they lived 
when she was growing up. 

Her family were farmers in 
Arkansas. They raised cot-
ton and cattle, also had a 
sawmill, and she became a 
teacher. 

Jane read the minutes, they 
were approved as read. 
Wilma gave the treasures 
report, it was approved as 
read, Wilma read a thank 
you note from Recycling 
Grace for the cleaning sup-
plies that was given to them 
in July. 

September meeting will be 
on the 14th, members to 
bring canned goods. 

Marie had a game. Meeting 
was closed with a prayer 
and reading the club collect.
 Jean Hawkins, Reporter

THE aGEE COMMuNITY CLuB
100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

Across:
  4. Similar to baseball, yet 
played with a larger ball.
  8. You need this lan-
guage if you go to France.
11. Paint, oils, charcoal, 
canvasses, brushes and 
talent.
12. All the past occurrenc-
es that happened all over 
the globe. (2 words)
14. This class has you 
working on the school 
newspaper.
16. Rah rah rah, sis boom 
bah!
18. Most tend to make 
Mom an ashtray...or a bowl!
21. Memorizing lines of a 
play is secondhand in this 
class.
22. Tells me all about 
the past in this country. (2 
words)
24. What makes life tick, 
scientifically speaking? This 
science class will help.
down:

  1. Ballgame in the fall, 
very popular in the USA.
  2. Learn how to work pro-
grams and surf the internet 
with this class. (2 words)
  3. Headed to Spain? You 
might need to take this lan-
guage class first.
  5. If a = 2x + y, then this 
class will help you figure out 
why.
  6. Trumpets, trombones 
and drums, oh my!
  7. Learning to use a cam-
era and different techniques 
to develop pictures.
  9. March Madness? Yes, 
you want this ballgame!
10. Rocks and volcanoes 
and earth!
13. All the stars and all the 
planets and in between are 
in this class.
15. Where you learn about 
poetry and how to diagram 
a sentence.
17. Class that teaches 
about things that have 

already occurred.
19. The leg bone’s con-
nected to the knee bone... 
and what muscles? You 
need this class about the 
body!
20. Military program 
offered to high schools that 

teaches students character, 
education, student achieve-
ment, wellness, leadership, 
and diversity.
23. A test of a student’s 
academic skills, used for 
admission to US colleges.

Answers on page 14

1626 S. 11th Street 
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!
We have the money you need NOW 
       in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We Offer:
Payday Loans

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
we accept Most Major Credit Cards

Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

The Agee Community Club 
met on August 19, 2016 at The 
Bread Company. Nickey Orton 
was this month’s hostess. 

Club president Cathy Womack 
opened the meeting with the 
ladies repeating the club mot-
to, “When the heart is full of 
love the world is full of beauty”. 
Jeanie Figgins offered the invo-
cation. Nadine Johnson read 
the devotional from Deuter-
onomy 33:25 & 27 under “Your 
strength will equal your days”. 

Orton also read, “One shot at 
a time” from the daily guide 
post. Figgins read the secretary 
and treasurers report, there 
was no old business. 

New business will be a project 
where the ladies do a reverse 
advent project by placing one 
item a day into a container for 
donation at Christmastime. 
Roll call was answered by say-
ing who your favorite actor or 
actress is. 

Magazines were exchanged, 
Black River Times, The Bul-
letin were given to the ladies. 
Johnson gave each woman an 
article from Woman’s Day on 
the clever uses of club soda. 

The Ladies dismissed with the 
club collect, “Be still and know 
that I am God”, Psalms 46:10. 

Johnson will be hostess in Sep-
tember.

The Board for Downtown  
Poplar Bluff Inc. met for their 
meeting joined us at the end of 
our meeting and told us how 
Downtown Poplar Bluff Inc. 
would like to move forward 
with goals and objectives that 
align with the desires of our 
valued citizens. 

The objective is to make a list, 
based on ideas and suggestions 
submitted by YOU, of obtain-
able goals and how we will ac-
complish them for Downtown 
Poplar Bluff. They are request-
ing that the community attend 
the Community input forums.

These are held at the City 
Council Chambers, 101 Oak 
Street. For information call 
Penny McGath at 573-714- 
5742.

Wednesday Sept. 7th, 2016
12:00 noon 1:00pm &
5:30pm-6:30pm

Thursday Sept. 8th, 2016
12:00 noon 1:00pm &
5:30pm-6:30pm

Tuesday Sept. 13th, 2016
12:00 noon 1:00pm &
5:30pm-6:30pm

 Jeanie Figgins, Reporter 
 785-1182

Take time to pray...
it helps to bring God
near and washes the
dust of earth from
your eyes.
Take time for friends...
they are the source of
happiness.
Take time for work...
it is the price of success.

Take time to think...
it is the source of power.
Take time to read...
it is the foundation
of knowledge.
Take time to laugh...
it is the singing that
helps with life’s loads.
Take time to love...
it is the one sacrament

of life.
Take time to dream...
it hitches the soul to the
stars.
Take time to play...
it is the secret of youth.
Take time to worship...
it is the highway to
reverence.

“If exercising my right to keep and bear 
arms, my right to freedom of speech, or my 
right to religious liberty makes you uncom-
fortable; 

Just Remember

The exercise of rights is only uncomfortable 
to two classes of people... 
tyrants and slaves.

Take a moment to classify yourself.”

 ~KrisAnne Hall



“watch oUt For sNaKEs!”
By Michael L. Alumbaugh, © 2016
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Confidence comes not from always being right but from not fearing to be wrong. ~ Peter T McIntyre
Perseverance, secret of all trium

phs. ~ Victor H
ugo

It was late August in Montana in 
the summer of 1976. The blistering 
afternoon sun was creating a glare 
across my windshield as we headed 
northwest toward a field just outside 
of Billings. Our harvest crew cara-
van was made up of a service vehicle 
pulling a small silver camper trailer 
for sleeping, followed by two harvest 
trucks towing trailers loaded with 
our machines.

As I trailed the pack, the caravan 
stirred the dust above the road in 
front of me. I had both windows 
down on the cab for relief. The air 
movement allowed the cloud of 
dust in with the cross-breeze but it 
provided some comfort from the 
sweltering heat radiating from the 
landscape around me.

By now, I’d gotten used to dust in my 
face and dirt in my teeth. For the last 
two months I’d eaten a fair amount 
of both from roads and fields, trav-
eling the silver Gleaners from field 
to field and town to town, making 
our way along the “Wheat Belt”. If 
it wasn’t road dust choking the air 
from me, it was chaff finding its way 
into places I had never imagined, 
but that was just another part of 
the job as a custom-cutter. I’d either 
wipe it away, itch it off, or spit it out 
and move on.

The hum of the engine and the sing-
ing of the tires were mesmerizing. It 

had been a long drive from Chey-
enne, WY to Billings. At times the 
scenery was spectacular from the 
highway but it could not compare 
to the view from inside a combine 
cab where few ever see scenery 
from that perspective. Looking at 
the mountains as the sun cascaded 
its first rays of morning light on the 
golden heads of grain made each 
new day feel fresh and exciting. The 
glory of God’s creation was awe-
inspiring.

We were almost to the butte con-
taining the harvest we would be 
working. My thoughts drifted to 
past glories, giving little attention 
to the back-road we were following 
off Highway 3. It had been an inter-
esting summer break from school. 
My classmate Al, a pastoral student, 
provided a job offer working for 
his Dad’s custom-crew till Septem-
ber. With my previous experience 
working various farms through high 
school, the incentive to get “back to 
nature” was strong.

As we left Cheyenne, WY around 
daybreak, I reflected back on the 
incidents and places we’d been 
since leaving Cimarron, KS in early 
June. First, we headed to Wichita 
Falls, Tx. Once we made it to the 
field skirting the Red River, I recall 
Al’s twelve year old brother David 
shouting, “Watch out for snakes!”

With the exception of an occasional  
jackrabbit or armadillo, about the 
only threat I’d come upon were 
mosquito’s large enough to impale 
a man and carry him off to his final 
resting place. Avoiding that des-
tiny along the river that evening was 
full-time between the service truck 
and the combines as we prepped 
the machines for the morning’s first 
light cutting. From that day to this, 
the only intimidating critters I had 
seen were just more rabbits and ar-
madillos.

My focus returned to the drive as we 
continued along the winding road. 
I could see ahead in the distance a 
range of buttes taking shape. Then I 
saw it, the butte. It must have risen 
above the prairie floor a good 700 
feet. At the mile wide base was a 
small sea of derelict machinery and 
vintage cars in varying conditions. 
The farmers used them for erosion 
control.

My eyes fixated on the cars. Appar-
ently they had intrigued us all and 
the caravan stopped. Stepping out of 
our vehicles, the hue and cry was the 
summer long song of David, “Watch 
out for snakes!” Again I muttered 
my disgust and headed toward the 
rest of our troop. Bringing up the 
rear of the convoy, I was cut off from 
them by a ravine filled with a vari-
ety of junk and brush. Surveying the 
lay of the land, my eyes set upon an 

apparent jewel of a car. It was a late 
20’s or early 30’s Chrysler in above 
average condition lying on its side. It 
demanded  a closer inspection! But 
how would I get to it?

Then I spied an old abandoned tool 
shed standing between me and the 
prize. I made my way to the struc-
ture considering my approach. 
Rocks, crags, rusty implements and 
lumber offered no choice but to pass 
through.

Under a cloudless sky, I inspected 
the building closely. There was a 
door on each end, the closest be-
ing open. Carefully I entered, look-
ing above and around for a possible 
nest of hornets, rats or who knows 
what. Sunbeams burned through 
knotholes and boards occasionally  
blinding me as my eyes adjusted to 
the inner darkness. I could see the 
outline of the second door just a few 
feet away. Cautiously, I made my 
way to the second door. I reached 
for the door knob, again watching 
for any lurking danger. Seeing none, 
I opened the door. The glare from 
the sun again temporarily blinded 
me as I stepped out of the darkened 
structure. I paused momentarily to 
allow my eyes to readjust.

But something made me stop. Look-
ing down between my feet, I saw a 
long dark narrow object. Something 
inside me told me it wasn’t a stick. 

As my pupils finalized their dilation, 
I made out the distinct pattern and 
shiny scales of my worst nightmare. 
I was straddling a large diamond-
back rattler!

Stunned, I froze in place, not know-
ing he was as surprised as I was. But 
adrenaline overtook me! Uncon-
sciously I jumped, landing a good 
twelve feet away panting breath-
lessly and pointing to the spot where 
he laid. My gaunt panicked face told 
the story vividly. Al saw me and 
shouted, “Snake?” Though scared 
spit-less, I managed a cracking dec-
laration. With every bit of my be-
ing I gushed forth, “SNAKE! BIG 
SNAKE!”

Al’s dad called out, “Catch him!” 
while young David shouted, “Let’s 
see him!” Catching that python was 
not on my bucket list and being 
caught was not on the rattlers’. We 
both moved in opposite directions, 
me away from the building and 
him toward it. Quickly, a revolver 
and long knife were retrieved from 
the service truck. (Al’s father col-
lected the rattles.) Al found a board 
and before the unsuspecting reptile 
could elude them the butt of the 
board landed on his head and a shot 
rang out. There I stood, heart racing, 
while the color returned to my face. 
No one really seemed too interested 
in the antiques around us. All eyes 
were fixed on the victim.

Carrying the prize back to the ser-
vice truck, Al commented “Dad, he 
only has 13 rattles. The rest are bro-
ken off.” His dad retorted, “Well, he 
was an old one. Probably pushing 
20 years old or more by the looks of 
that last rattle. What does he mea-
sure?” Al took a tape measure from 
a side panel on the truck. “Here 
Mike, hold him while I measure 
him.” “No thanks” I replied. “Let 
someone else.” Al held him by the 
tail while his Dad pulled the tape 
and commented. “He’s a big one, 
sixty-two inches. You should have 
him made into a belt.”

Needless to say, I passed on the belt 
idea and took a picture of Al hold-
ing the poor critter. Impressive as he 
was, I was just glad for the memories 
and being alive. I figured God had 
given me the granddaddy of snakes. 
I thanked Him for deliverance and 
for David, then moved on.

Chicken Month

Better Breakfast Month

Honey Month

Baby Safety Month

1st- 
National Chicken Boy Day
National No Rhyme (Nor Reason) Day

2nd- 
National Blueberry Popsicle Day

3rd- 
National Lazy Moms Day

4th- 
Macadamia Nut Day

5th- 
Labor Day
National Cheese Pizza Day

6th- 
National Coffee Ice Cream Day
National Read A Book Day

7th- 

National Acorn Squash Day
National Salami Day

8th- 
National Ampersand Day

9th- 
National Teddy Bear Day
National Stand Up To Cancer Day

10th- 
National TV Dinner Day

11th- 
National Grandparents Day
Patriot Day And National Day Of 
Service And Remembrance

12th- 
National Chocolate Milkshake Day
National Day Of Encouragement
National Working Branch Today
National Pow/ M I A Recognition Day

13th-
National Kids Take Over The Kitchen 
Day 

National Voter Registration Day
National Peanut Day
Uncle Sam Day

14th-
National Cream Filled Donut Day
National Eat A Hoagie Day

15th-
National Linguine Day
National Double Cheeseburger Day
National Grilled Cheese Toast Day

16th-
National Play-Doh Day
National Cinnamon Raisin Bread Day
National Step Family Day

17th-
National Apple Dumpling Day
National Constitution Day
Boys And Girls Club Day For Kids

18th-
National Cheeseburger Day

Wife Appreciation Day
Air Force Birthday

19th-
Talk Like A Pirate Day
National Butterscotch Pudding Day

20th-
National Punch Day

21st-
National Pecan Cookie Day
International Day Of Peace

22nd-
Hobbit Day
National Ice Cream Cone Day
National White Chocolate Day
Elephant Appreciation Day

23rd-
National Great American Pot Pie Day

24th- 
National Cherries Jubilee Day
National Hunting And Fishing Day

25th- 
National Comic Book Day
National Tuneup Day
National Gold Star Mother’s Day

26th-
National Pancake Day
National Dumpling Day

27th-
National Chocolate Milk Day
National Corned Beef Hash Day

28th-
National Strawberry Cream Pie Day
National Good Neighbor Day

29th-
National Coffee Day
VFW Day

30th- 
National Chewing Gum Day
National Mud Pack Day

September National Days
Fall is not the only thing in the air in September! September is also the month of…
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Someday your pain will become the source of your strength. Face it, Brave it, You will make it. ~ Dodinsky

1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543

573-776-7800
1409 N. Westwood Blvd.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-701-9015
1032 E. Karsch Blvd.

Farmington, MO 63640

3092 Westwood Blvd. Poplar Bluff

Phone # 573-727-9269
open Tues & Wed 8-5 Thur 8-6

Fri 7-5 Sat 7-12

Of the twenty-two 
civilizations that 
have appeared 

in history 
nineteen of them

collapsed when they 
reached their

moral state the 
United States 

is in now.

Arnold Joseph 
Toynbee

PERSPECTIVE

There’s no such thing as a good or bad 
gun. A gun in the hands of a bad man is a 
very dangerous thing. A gun in the hands 
of a good person is no danger to anyone 

except the bad guy.

The United States is not a democracy. 

It is a Republic. 

In a democracy, the majority rules.

In a Republic, the individual is protected
from the majority.

Let’s not forget that.

bEaUty tips
To improve your ears, listen to 
the word of God. Rather than 
focus on the thorns of life, smell 
the roses and count your bless-
ings, giving thanks to each one 
of them.

For poise, walk with knowledge 
and self esteem.

To strengthen your arms, hug at 
least three people a day. Touch 
someone with your love.

To strengthen your heart, forgive 
yourself and others, Don’t worry 
and hurry so much, Rather than 
walk this earth lightly, walk firm-
ly with determination and leave 
your mark.

For the ultimate in business, 
Cancel your evening attire put 
on the Robe of Christ; It fits 
like a glove, but allows room for 
growth. Best of all, it never goes 
out of style and is appropriate for 
any occasion.

Doing these things on a daily 
bases will certainly make you a 
more beautiful person.

Peace is not the absence of trou-
ble, but the presence of God.



Butler County
fire Protection 

district
Employee 

recognition

I am Bob Fredwell, Fire Chief For the Butler County fire 
protection District. I have been Chief for 28 years and 
served as a volunteer for 18 years prior to that. I have 
been a lifelong resident of Butler County, I’ve been mar-
ried for 42 years, and have two boys, and four grand-
children.

Fire Chief
Bob Fredwell
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In order to achieve one must be inspired. ~ Tom Krause
Life w

ithout liberty is like a body w
ithout spirit. ~ Kahlil G

ibran

Butler County
Sheriffs

department
Employee 

recognition

Kathy Maclin began her career 
with the Butler County Sheriff’s 
Office in March of 2003. She was 
hired in the Clerical Department 
to handle Civil Process. In 2003 
she completed 18 hours train-
ing through Information Tech-
nologies, Inc. for Firearm Per-
mits/Concealed Carry, Computer 
Aided Dispatch, Query Report 
Writer, Records Management, and 
Jail Administration Software. She 
remained in the Clerical Depart-
ment for the next 7 years where 

she handled grants, and accounts 
receivable/payable. In 2006 she 
was awarded Office Employee of 
the Year at the annual Elk’s Lodge 
Banquet. In 2009 she completed 
24 hours training on the updated 
Enterprise Edition of the Law 
Enforcement Software. She also 
attended grant writing seminar’s 
and continues to write grants for 
the department. In October 2010 
she was promoted to Administra-
tive Assistant where she over-
sees the Clerical Department.

Admimistrative Assistant
Kathy Maclin

Poplar Bluff 
Police 

department 
Employee 

recognition

I am Officer Henry. I was born 
in Springfield, MO and moved 
to Poplar Bluff in 1999 with my 
father and mother, Randy and 
Theresa Freeman. I am married 
to Ashley Henry and have two 
beautiful daughters. I gradu-
ated from the Missouri Sher-
iffs Association Academy in 

May of 2010. After graduating 
the academy i was hired as a 
reserve Police Officer for the 
Poplar Bluff Police Department 
and later hired as a full time of-
ficer in October of 2010. I enjoy 
working for the Poplar Bluff Po-
lice Dept. and serving the com-
munity of Poplar Bluff, MO.

Patrolman
James henry

Brande is a 9 year EMS veteran. 
Brande frst acquired her EMT li-
cense through the Air force re-
serves in 2007. Afterwards, she 
earned her Paramedic license 
attending Mineral Area College 
in 2009. Brande currently is 
serving as the lead EMT Instruc-
tor in the 932nd Medical Squad-
ron Air Force Reserves. When 

she isn’t training, working, or instructing, she and 
her husband of 19 years, Butch, love to spend time 
with their two boys: Devin age 16, and Damen age 11. 
Brande’s hobbies are singing, dancing, jeep riding, 
and sky diving. She loves being a Paramedic and 
serving her community and her country.

Brande Russell

We didn’t revolt 
to give you politics. 

We did it to give 
you freedom.

~ George Washington

sonny skidmore from 
KLiD raDio

Keep these foods out of your refrigerator
Here are 7 foods that you’ll never find in 
my refrigerator (mostly because I store 
them somewhere else):
1. Bananas - Storing bananas in the re-
frigerator can actually disrupt the rip-
ening process. In fact, once refrigerated, 
a banana may never be able to resume 
the ripening process even if returned 
to room temperature. Just think of how 
devastating that is for the banana :(
2. Sweet Potatoes - When exposed to 
cold temperatures, starches found in 
potatoes will turn to sugar, disrupting 
their flavor and texture, not to men-
tion increasing their sugar content. If 
you prefer tasteless potatoes that cause 
weight gain, however, please refrigerate.
3. Tomatoes - Ever had a really amaz-
ing tomato right out of the fridge? 
Me either. Tomatoes actually lose 
their flavor and become mushy when 
refrigerated. Yumn’t.
4. Apples - Same as above, apples lose 
their texture and flavor when refrig-
erated. Instead, place an apple in the 
fridge about 30 mins before eating if 
you prefer your apples cold. That’s 
what I always do anyway.
5. Onions - If you love soggy onions 
while also causing the rest of your 
food to taste and smell like onions, 
then you’ll definitely want to refrig-
erate your onions immediately. Oth-
erwise, try storing them in a paper 
bag (within a cool, dark cabinet) for 
maximum shelf-life.
6. Avocados - Much like the banana, 
refrigeration shuts down an avo-
cado’s ripening enzymes. If you want 
guacamole next month, this may be 
OK, but if you’re like me, you prob-
ably want guacamole today.
7. Coffee - Contrary to popular belief, 
coffee is best stored at room tempera-
ture to allow the natural oils within the 
coffee bean to activate its pungent aro-
matic scent. My brother Big Jim, who 
savagely loves all things coffee, let me 
in on this little secret. On the flip side, 
refrigeration can actually cause cof-
fee to absorb odors from other foods 
in your fridge. Onion flavored cof-
fee anyone? Don’t make that mistake 
twice guys...

GeT This sTrAiGhT

I don’t care about the color of your skin, 
your gender, your politics, or your religion...

If you support raising taxes, violating Rights, 
bypassing the constitution or disarming people;

I will resist you.

Obedience is not patriotism. 
Patriotism is love of your country not your government.

And that’s the truth.



The one thing that doesn’t abide by the majority rule is a persons conscience. ~ Harper Lee
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Being challenged in life is inevitable, Being defeated is optional. ~ Roger Crawford
D
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ThE DEMocRaTic  PaRTy anD KaRl MaRx
The principles of governance are very closely aligned 

with the ten planks of Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto:Karl Marx

Black River Times

Your Business Could 
Be Featured Here!!!

Read by thousands 
each month!

Advertise with the 

Black River Times
Call us at 573-300-9575
Write us at 1024 Hart St.,
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

or email us at blackrivertimes@gmail.com

Black River Times

cooKy & thE circUit riDiN’ prEachEr & thE sNaKE
By Michael L. Alumbaugh, © Oct. 16, 2010, 2016  •  (Words to Amazing Grace by John Newton (1725-1807)

When I was just young pup
Still wet behind the ears

I found great grandpa’s letter
That’d been lost for many years.
The pages, aged and dog-eared, 

Let me know it was no fake 
About Cooky

And the circuit ridin’ preacher
And the snake.

Well, it was on a cattle drive
Pushin’ stock down to the rail.

And the men and herd had a ways 
to go So Cooky hit the trail.

He’d filled up the old chuck wagon 
With about everything he could take 

But he didn’t plan
For the circuit ridin’ preacher

And the snake.

Now Cooky thought himself to be
A purdy self-made man. 

And didn’t take too kindly 
To people or their plans.

But higher things were cookin’ up
As he drove out that gate

For Cooky
And the circuit ridin’ preacher

And the snake.

A few days out of Pecos 
Just north of the old Salt Draw 

A rowdy band of rustlers 
Wanted what they saw.

They’d round up all the cattle 
With no man to tell the tale 

Along that barren piece of land
Called the Goodnight-Loving Trail.

Well, the bandits waited in the rocks
Till the herd was in the draw. 

Then they all commenced to shootin’! 

Cowpokes began to fall!
But before they knew what happened

Like a miracle, it came.
A mean west Texas cloudburst

Packing lightning, wind and rain. 

Now the biggest bolt of lightning
 Anyone had ever seen 

Struck a lonely tree behind them 
In the middle of it’s beams

And like exploding dynamite 
Flaming chunks fell at their feet 

Sending bandits and their horses 
On a fiery retreat!

Well, the sound of that explosion
And the firing of the guns 

Sent the lead cow and the cattle 
On a hard stampeding run.
But in all of the confusion, 

No one could really see
What flipped that old chuck wagon

Or broke it’s double tree.

Well, old Cooky took a flying leap 
Landing face down in the dirt 
He had no time to think about 

Whether he was hurt
‘Cause that rumbling of hooves

Was headed straight his way.
Now he could stay there 

and be trampled
But it wasn’t Judgment Day!

So he picked himself right up
And made his way toward some rocks.

He grabbed himself a lasso 
Layin’ next to a broken box. 

But what he saw inside the lid 
Made his spirit quake!

‘Twas his mothers’ beloved Bible. 
(He’d been running from her faith!)

Well, it wasn’t time for prayin’ 
So he left that treasured book.

He looked at the situation
And forgot he was the cook!

He figured he’d rope the lead cow 
Like he’d seen some rounders do 

And stop that herd from scattering 
From El Paso to Saint Lou’!

Well, he strung out his riata 
As he raced along the trail. 

Then made his throw
But the loop went slack 

And caught the lead cows tail. 
Well, that critter began to beller 

And Cooky began to reel
‘Cause the other end of the thrown rope

Wound round his boot and heel.

Now, not too far in the distance, 
As if upon some lark,

A circuit riding preacher 
Had wandered off his mark. 
He saw the lead cow stumble 

And heard somebody yell
So he breathed a prayer 
and spurred his mount

For to save a soul from hell.

Well, in all of the commotion
Local varmints couldn’t rest.

So wouldn’t you know an ornery rattler

Got shaken from his nest. 
But as Divine appointments go, 
(Others just might call it fate!) 
These three hardluck strangers 

Had a purdy solid date!

Being dragged around behind a cow
Made Cooky’s temper flare 

He’d had his fill of dirt and rocks 
And sharp old prickly pears!

So when the throwin’ rope let go 
He’d had all that he could take! 

Till that final roll put old Cooky
Staring straight down on that snake.

Now just in time
Our circuit ridin’ preacher lumbered in.

Well, that horse got spooked 
And threw his rider end over end! 
But when that preacher grounded 

Cooky found himself not dead,
‘Cause that preacher’d landed on his heels

And crushed that serpent’s head!

Well, Cooky, he just laid there
Dirt and tears upon his face.

He recalled his mother’s last words, 
How God’s Son had took his place. 

So there in his humility
He paused, . . .then said “Amen!” 
And that circuit ridin’ preacher 
Saw a grown man “born again!”

Well, every bluff and rim rock
Echoed with a glad refrain

And all the scattered cowpokes 
Tho’t they’d heard something strange. 

Like angels singing in the distance 
Filling earth and space

So they bent their knees 
and bowed their heads

 To the sound of “Amazing Grace!”

Now some say if you are riding
Around the old Salt Draw

On certain nights when the
wind is still 

And the night birds fail to call 
You can hear a lone and haunting sound 

Some say it’s your spurs that ring. 
But I know for certain

You can still hear old Cooky sing!

“Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see.”

“T’was Grace that taught my 
heart to fear.

And Grace, my fears relieved. 
How precious did that Grace appear 

The hour I first believed.”

“Through many dangers, 
toils and snares

I have already come;
‘Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far 

and Grace will lead me home.”

“The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be, 
 As long as life endures.”

“Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace.”

“When we’ve been here
ten thousand years

Bright shining as the sun.
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

Than when we’ve first begun.”

1. Abolition of private property 
and the application of all rents 
of land to public purposes. Zon-
ing laws, school and property 
taxes, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. Rancher Cliven Bundy 
knows all about that.

2. A heavy progressive or grad-
uated  income tax. Paying your 
“fair share” – sound familiar?

3. Abolition of all rights of inher-
itance. The “Death tax”

4. Confiscation of the property of 
all emigrants and rebels. Govern-
ment seizures and tax liens. Oh yes, 
remember that little problem with 
the IRS and Tea Party organizations

5. Centralization of credit in the 

hands of the state, by means of 
a national bank with State capital 
and an exclusive monopoly. Hello, 
Federal Reserve.

6. Centralization of the means of 
communications and transporta-
tion in the hands of the State. Your 
un-elected FCC, DOT and FAA.

7. Extension of factories and in-
struments of production owned 
by the state, the bringing into 
cultivation of wastelands, and the 
improvement of the soil generally  
in accordance with a common  
plan. Hello, EPA.

8. Equal liability of all to labor. Es-
tablishment of industrial armies, 
especially for agriculture. Fight for 
$15!!

9. Combination of 
agriculture with 
manufactur ing 
industries, grad-
ual abolition of 
the distinction between town and 
country, by a more equitable dis-
tribution of population over the 
country. HUD is now mandating 
that low-income housing be avail-
able in more affluent neighborhoods 
to “promote housing mobility” and 
“address residential segregation.”

10. Free education for all children 
in public  schools. And now they’re 
pushing for free college. How else 
will you indoctrinate?

KaRl MaRx



There is no love without forgiveness and there is no forgiveness without my love. ~ Bryant H. McGill
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One Mile west on “ M “ Hwy

             Special Singing Each Service



Each person must live their life as a model for others. ~ Rosa Parks
Th

e em
otion that can break your heart is som

etim
es a very one that heals it. ~ N

icholas Sparks

HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
There is good news and some bad news 
to write about this month.

To start things off this month, the annual 
dove season opened on the first of the 
month. Some more good news is that it 
appears the heavy rainfall seems headed 
away.

Here in my corner of the county, We had 
a total of over 17 inches of rainfall in just 
over three days. A lot of water ended 
up in our earth shelter home. The drain 
around the house got clogged by some 
type of animal that shoved dirt into the 
end of the drain pipe at the south end of 
the house. Four days later, I’m still trying 
to vacuum up water from the carpet. 
One room, the carpet will be dragged 
outside and if it drys enough, it might 
find it’s way back into the front bedroom.

In the outdoor world, the squirrels have 
started feeding on blackgum berries 
around my yard. The other morning, 

there were 4 on one tree but I never 
entertained the though of getting the 
shotgun and harvesting some of them. I 
would have to clean them and there isn’t 
anyone here who would cook them for 
me. I’ll tell that later in the column.

The bad news this month is my wife 
fell during one of the heavy rain show-
ers when she went outside to feed her 
dog. She slipped and fell with her left 
leg under her. All she did was break the 
kneecap and shattered the artificial knee 
that she had replaced. She had to have 
surgery to repair and no doctor in the 
area knows enough to tackle such as a 
chore. She is probably recovering from 
the surgery as you read this as she had to 
wait until a surgeon at Barnes Hospital 
in St. Louis could get the special mate-
rial that he needed for the task. The 
orthopedic surgeon at Cape who did her 
replacement - apparently recently suf-
fered a stroke and he couldn’t attend to 

Elaine to fix the problem. 

Meanwhile, I am making it alone with 
the normal problems around their 
house. The big thing that Elaine wants 
is that the hummingbirds need to be fed 
daily and the flowers need the care nec-
essary to be ready for the Butler County 
fair which she enjoys, but this year will 
probably miss.

Now I intend to do a little teaching for 
the so-called journalist who write locally. 
One of the first lessons that are high 
school journalism class was taught by 
Ruth Minetree was the four (4) W’s that 
was needed at the first part of any article. 
Whether it be news our feature. The W’s 
were: Who, What, When and Where. 
Another which I think is necessary is the 
why. I have read quite a few articles lately 
that didn’t include all the W’s and left me 
wondering about the complete story.

Another pet peeve with me is the phrases 

that are used 
quite a bit in 
television interviews. I mean, You know, 
and Uh, Uh. When our president gets 
away from his teleprompter, He resorts 
to Uh to start just about any answer to 
a question. Sports interviews are laced 
with I mean, and You know, really in 
most cases. I don’t know and when the 
interview is concluded, I don’t really 
know.

U. K. C. Wild coon hunts and shows 
become more numerous as the nights 
get cooler and hunting is more com-
fortable. In September there are three 
Arkansas dates with the first shows and 
hunt at Walnut Ridge on September 10. 
On the 24th, Ravenden Springs has a 
hunt and on the 30th, Knobel has a hunt, 
and October 1st they have a show and 
hunt. September 9th the Butler County 
coon hunters club will have a show and 
hunt. The Clearwater club will have a 

show and hunt on September 10th. 
These events are points events. Patton 
has shows and hunts on the 16th and 
17th. Poplar Bluff has a show and hunt 
on the 17th. Marble Hill has a show and 
hunt September 30th .

There is plenty of water for the fall fish-
ing season but the bigger rivers will 
probably be too high for most float 
fishing and fall Trotline fishing probably 
won’t be too attractive because of too 
much water in the river.

This is a little short this month but with 
all the travel back-and-forth to the hos-
pital and nursing home for my wife’s care 
that’s the way it is.
 Until next month,
 Paul Woods
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deer seAson coMinG uP 
HERE’S A WAY TO COOK IT.

BROILED VENISON
Select single or double chops of uniform thick-
ness from loin, ribs or shoulder; lay chops on 
greased rack in broiling pan and broil in hot 
broiler preheated 5 to 10 minutes, Spread 
chops with butter sprinkle with salt and pep-
per, place boiler pan with chops on rack 2 to 
3 inches below heat with temperatures control 
set at 500° leave the door ajar. Sear quickly 
on both sides Then reduce heat slightly and 
continue broiling to desired degree of done-
ness, Turning occasionally without piercing 
meat. Cook chops 10 to 15 minutes if ¾ to 1 
inch thick; 18 to 25 minutes if one and a half 
inch thick; 28 to 35 minutes if 2 inches thick. 
Or place in moderately hot oven (375 to 400°) 
to finish cooking, allowing time as for broiling. 
Turn chops when half done to desired degree 
of doneness.

BRAISED VENISON
Use a 6 pound cut of venison from the lower 
end of leg or shoulder. Rub with the fat of salt 
pork. Then rub with well seasoned flour. Sauté 
in one half cup of fat until well browned turn-
ing frequently it will take about one half hour. 
add 1/2 cup of hot water 1 tablespoon vinegar 
and cook, covered, 2 to 2 1/2 hours, or until 
tender, turning frequently and adding small 
amounts of water if necessary from time to 
time. One half hour before meat is done cover 
with mixture of ½ cup of chopped celery, one 
onion, chopped, one carrot, sliced; and 1 tart 
apple, chopped and 1 tablespoon lemon juice 
Serve on hot platter; add more water to gravy 
if cooked down and pour over meat. Approxi-
mate yield: 8 to 10 portions.

Paul Woods

“TeAr iT uP”
venison And PoTAToes 

WiTh eGG noodLes

4- Cups of venison, 2 cups shaved 2 Cups cut into small 
chunks
1- Medium-size sweet onion cut into 1/2-inch pieces
5- Hand size red potatoes cut into 1/2 half inch cubes
2- Sticks of butter
1- Package of McCormick slow cookers (Beef stew or 
vegetable beef soup)
    (Seasoning mix and packet)
1- Package of McCormick buffalo wings original seasoning
    mix in packet
2- Cups of water
1- Bag of egg noodles

In a large frying pan put one stick of butter and 1 cup of wa-
ter. Bring heat up to medium to high, add one half packet of 
McCormick beef stew packet. Add venison cook until veni-
son is browned. 

Add onions stir for a couple minutes, add potatoes stir until 
all is coated, stir in the remainder of beef stew packet. 

Take McCormick Buffalo Wing packet sprinkle over top of all 
the ingredients in pan, only use half of packet. Cover with 
lid, turn heat down to a little under Medium.

Stir periodically, keep covered until potatoes are soft. Sprin-
kle more buffalo seasoning to taste, turn down to low or 
simmer. 

Cook egg noodles, drain add melted stick of butter, salt and 
pepper to taste. Stir in noodles with Venison, potatoes and 
onions. Add a little more water if it seems too dry.

THEN enjoy “TEAR IT UP”
Recipe by John Wyrick

John C. King
Independent Agent

Medicare • Supplement
Life • Health • Term Life

Nursing Home Care • Critical Illness

Local (573) 300-5088
email: kingjohn742@gmail.com

2519 High St.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Guaranteed issue life insurance
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Success demands small thinking in a big picture.---Jeton  Lajqi
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ALBerTviLLe

BeAch voLLeyBALL

cAnoe And KAyAK

divinG

GArMisch-

PArfenKirchen

hAndBALL

LAKe PLAcid

osLo

ruGBy union

sArAJevo

sQuAW vALLey

TABLe Tennis

TrAcK Ad fieLd

WeiGhTLifTinG

Archery

BeiJinG

chAMoniX

eQuesTriAn

GoLf

indoor voLLeyBALL

LiLLehAMer

PyeonGchAnG

sAiLinG

shooTinG

sT MoriTZ

TAeKWondo

TriAThLon

WresTLinG

BAdMinTon

BoXinG

corTinA dAMPeZZo

fencinG

GrenoBLe

innsBruK

Modern PenTAThLon

roWinG

sALT LAKe ciTy

soccer And fooTBALL

sWiMMinG

Tennis

vAncouver

BAsKeTBALL

cALGAry

cycLinG

fieLd hocKey

GynnAsTics

Judo

nAGAno

ruGBy

sAPPoro

sochi

synchroniZed

sWiMMinG

Torino

WATer PoLo

T d P d G r c u f Z X c A v A W y P r u W o f K f i
T o r  i n o L h T A  i r T d f G v P s K G A Q n P u
h u Q o i c T Q Q d A r c h e r y T W W n n o P L f
i r e M M A h e L L  i L h e y e n r o f  i X T K f G
o W f f M L W A T e r P o L o J e X B Q L M r T n G
e K W e  i G h T L  i f T  i n G s L X f y c P M  i W M
Q X G G W A o T B f e  i G r T L h K o X y M J  i A T
u G u y s r h L c K  i c A L P e K A L v c  i r n n K
e n G M d y v K f n h f  i e L d h o c K e y G d B G
s  i n n e T e L B A T n W L  i J Z r  i B c J A o s B
T W  i A Z s Q o n K G Z  i v e Z u n h s A f A o c Z
r o T s  i o L G n c K v  i h e W r d c T n r c r h T
 i r o T n o L h T A T n e P n r e d o M o c e v A T
A M o  i o A d Q r r G n M n B T P Z s o e s n o M s
n e h c r  i K n e T r A P - h c s  i M r A G r L o A
f y s s h h Z B L n d W n e h Q n K A  i n r M L n r
W B T n c o L K o A G v u A u n G n L T d e G e  i K
u G u J n A K T n n A T n A e n d  i W Z K n y y X u
r u G B y u n  i o n A d W T  i f n Q s P A o P B h r
G r r o s  i T Q c e B v Q X o G Z f M W y B s A L B
B n  i u M r c o K A A y o o y T  i c e K A L T L A s
h K s d o n u Q L L A B T e K s A B e n K e o L o n
B e A c h v o L L e y B A L L W Q d u Q c T o h K n
v B Q B e n J e G s A P P o r o T K u r W  i v G e  i
Q  i c r d Z y s W L M y M K Q r G h K v o W n s e Z
e M s o o J L K L G r Q y B u X v Q J v e v L G v c

  1. The jawbone of an ass
 (Judges 15:15)

  2. 30 years (2 Samuel 5:4)

  3. Peter, James & John 
 (Matthew 17:1-2, Mark 9:2,
 Luke 9:28-29)

  4. Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:17-18)

  5. Peter (Matthew 16:23 & Mark
  8:33) and Satan (Luke 4:8)

  6. “Surely I come quickly”
 (Revelations 22:20)

  7. Joshua (Joshua 24:15)

  8. Four (Genesis 2:10) 
 [Pishon, Gihon, Hiddekel,
 and Euphrates]

  9. Bethel (Genesis 28:19)

10. Elisha (2 Kings 5:10)

WhAT you GeT if you 
cross The Border iLLeGALLy

If you cross the border illegally in Canada you get a $5000 fine.

If you cross the border illegally in Iran you get eight years in prison. 

If you cross the border illegally in North Korea you’ll get shot.

If you cross the border illegally in the US you get a drivers license, 
medical insurance, housing, career training, and the right vote.

Health Insurers Fleeing Obamacare

2016 Obamacare
Participation

2017 Obamacare
Participation

34 states 12 states

19 states “No more than
11 states”

15 states 4 states

iMMigratioN aND iLLEgaLs
     No one in either party has the courage to do this today. What did Presidents Hoover, Truman, and Eisenhower 
have in common? (This is something that should be of great interest for you to pass around. I didn’t know of this until 
it was pointed out to me.) Back during the great depression, Herbert Hoover ordered the deportation of ALL illegal 
aliens in order to make jobs available to American citizens that desperately needed work. Harry Truman deported 
over two million illegal aliens after WWII to create jobs for returning veterans. 
     In 1954 Dwight Eisenhower deported 13 million illegal Mexicans. The program was called Operation Wetback. It 
was done so WWII and Korean War veterans would have a better chance at jobs. It took two years, but they deported 
them! Now, if they could deport the illegal aliens back then, they could surely do it today. If you have doubts about 
the veracity of this information, enter Operation Wetback into your favorite search engine and confirm it for yourself. 
Why, you might ask, can’t they do this today? Actually the answer is quite simple. Hoover, Truman, and Eisenhower 
were men of honor, not untrustworthy politicians looking for votes from the illegals! Reminder: Don’t forget to pay 
your taxes - 12 to 20 million illegal aliens - are depending on it ... and that’s why they all VOTE for the incumbent 
thieves!!!
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If you look for the bad in people expecting to find it you surely will ~ Abraham Lincoln
W

hat m
akes people successful is being curious and listening. ~ Sarah Jessica Parker
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Well, I think you’ve figured it out. 
The Stand Still team is just a little 
bit geeky. We love our comic book 
heroes and our sci-fi! This month 
we watched Star Trek Beyond, the 
newest film in the Star Trek reboot 
series. This film was led by a dif-
ferent director than the first two 
(JJ Abrams is currently working on 
the next Star Wars film. You know 
we’ll cover that one!), but have no 
fear! Justin Lin (of Fast and the 
Furious fame) definitely brought 
his action magic to this project!

IMDb says about this film, “The 
USS Enterprise crew explores 
the furthest reaches of uncharted 
space, where they encounter a 
new ruthless enemy who puts 
them and everything the Federa-
tion stands for to the test.” Their 
readers gave this film a 7.5 star 
rating out of 10.

As with any film with a large en-
semble cast, it’s been hard to get 
to know every character in Star 
Trek. Since we are now in film 3 
of this series, we’ve had the op-
portunity to get to know more and 
more of our favorite characters, 
and this time we learn a bit more 
about Sulu and Chekov. Some 
of what was revealed in this film 
ignited the opinions of the world, 
leading to trending topics and loud 
opinions on social media. (Did you 
miss that a few weeks before the 
movie came out? I hope you did! 
Movie spoilers make me MAD!) 
Anyway, it was nice to see more 
into their characters, yet espe-
cially sad to watch Anton Yelchin 
in this one, his last Star Trek film. 
Yelchin died in a car accident in 
June of this year. 

My favorite, as always, was Dr. Mc-

Coy. The casting for these reboot 
films was dead-on, and seeing 
Karl Urban in this role just makes 
me want to high-five someone. He 
nails Bones’ grumpy-yet-wise de-
meanor, making all of his screen 
time lots of fun. Especially when 
he interacts with Spock (played by 
Zachary Quinto)! 

We of course meet some new 
characters and a new villain, 
which was fun. I’m usually very 
good at picking out the actors that 
voice the character behind the 
makeup, and Krall, our big scary 
bad guy, had me fooled until near 
the end. I was completely thrilled 
to find that Idris Elba is behind all 
the badness. Krall was scary to 
look at, and his changing appear-
ance just added to the fear. 

Overall this movie was packed 
with action, beautiful scenery (I 
don’t care if it is CGI. I like it!), 
and a good story that kept me 
guessing. Definitely worth seeing. 
If you’re not a huge Star Trek fan, 
you will probably still enjoy it, but I 
recommend starting with the first 
movie in the series. Watch Star 
Trek (2009), then Star Trek Into 
Darkness (2013) before watch-
ing this one. You’ll miss some of 
the good stuff if you haven’t seen 
those first. 

This film is rated PG-13 for se-
quences of sci-fi action and 
violence. Small children may be 
frightened by the villain or other 
characters. 

Watch us on Facebook and Twitter 
to know what we’re watching next 
and to join us at the movies!

 Cat Sharp
 Stand Still

(573) 116-81161912 N WESTWOOD

sTAr TreK Beyond

The man slowly looked up. This was a 
woman clearly accustomed to the finer 
things of life. Her coat was new. She 
looked like she had never missed a meal 
in her life. His first thought was that she 
wanted to make fun of him, like so many 
others had done before.

“Leave me alone,” he growled … “Are you 
hungry?” she asked. “No,” he answered 
sarcastically. “I’ve just come from dining 
with the president. Now go away.”

Just then a policeman came up. “Is there 
any problem, ma’am?” he asked... “No 
problem here, officer,” the woman an-
swered. “I’m just trying to get this man to 
his feet. Will you help me?”

The officer scratched his head. “That’s old 
Jack. He’s been a fixture around here for 
a couple of years. What do you want with 
him?”

“See that cafeteria over there?” she asked. 
“I’m going to get him something to eat 
and get him out of the cold for a while.”

“Are you crazy, lady?” the homeless man 
resisted. “I don’t want to go in there!” 
Then he felt strong hands grab his other 
arm and lift him up. “Let me go, officer. I 
didn’t do anything.”

“This is a good deal for you, Jack,” the of-
ficer answered. “Don’t blow it.”

Finally, and with some difficulty, the 
woman and the police officer got Jack 
into the cafeteria and sat him at a table 
in a remote corner. It was the middle of 
the morning, so most of the breakfast 
crowd had already left and the lunch 
bunch had not yet arrived. The manager 
strode across the cafeteria and stood by 
his table.

“This lady brought this man in here to be 
fed,” the policeman answered.

“Not in here!” the manager replied an-
grily. “Having a person like that here is 
bad for business.”

Old Jack smiled a toothless grin. “See, 
lady I told you so. Now if you’ll let me 
go. I didn’t want to come here in the first 
place.”

The woman turned to the cafeteria man-
ager and smiled. “Sir, are you familiar 
with Eddy and Associates, the banking 
firm down the street?”

“Of course I am,” the manager answered 
impatiently. “They hold their weekly 
meetings in one of my banquet rooms.” 
and what business is that of yours?”

I, sir, am Penelope Eddy, president and 
CEO of the company.” “Oh.” The wom-
an smiled  again. “I thought that might 
make a difference.” She glanced at the 
cop, “Would you like to join us in a cup 
of coffee and a meal, officer?”

“No thanks, ma’am,” the officer replied.  
“I’m on duty.” “Then, perhaps, a cup of 
coffee to go?” “Yes, ma’am. That would be 
very nice.”

The cafeteria manager turned on his heel, 
“I’ll get your coffee for you right away, of-
ficer.” The officer watched him walk away. 
“You certainly put him in his place,” he 
said.

“That was not my intent. Believe it or not, 
I have a reason for all this.” She sat down 
at the table across from her amazed 
dinner guest she stared at him intently. 
“Jack, do you remember me?”

Old Jack searched her face with his old, 
rheumy eyes “I think so - - I mean you 
do look familiar.”

“I’m a little older perhaps,” she said. 
“Maybe I’ve even filled out more than in 
my younger days when you worked here, 
and I came through that very door, cold 
and hungry.”

“I was just out of college,” the woman 
began. “I had come to the city looking 
for a job, but I couldn’t find anything. Fi-
nally I was down to my last few cents and 
had been kicked out of my apartment. I 
walked the streets for days. It was Febru-
ary and I was cold and nearly starving. 
I saw this place and walked in on the 
chance of that I could get something to 
eat.”

Jack lit up with a smile. “Now I remem-
ber,” he said. “I was behind the serving 
counter. You came up and asked me if 
you could work for something to eat. I 
said that it was against company policy.” 
“I know,” the woman  continued. “Then 
you made me the biggest roast beef sand-
wich that I had ever seen, gave me a cup 
of coffee, and told me to go over to a cor-
ner table and enjoy it. I was afraid that 
you would get into trouble. Then, when I 
looked over, I saw you put the price of my 
food in the cash register I knew then that 
everything would be all right.”

“I got a job that very afternoon. I worked 
my way up. Eventually I started my own 
business that, with the help of God, pros-
pered.” She opened her purse and pulled 
out a business card. 

“When you are finished here, I want you 
to pay a visit to a Mr. Lyons. He’s the per-
sonnel director of my company. I’ll go 
talk to him now and I’m certain he’ll find 
something for you to do around the of-
fice.” She smiled. “I think he might even 
find the funds to give you a little advance 
so that you can buy some clothes and get 
a place to live until you get on your feet. 
If you ever need anything, my door is al-
ways opened to you.” There were tears in 
the old man’s eyes. “How can I ever thank 
you?” he said.

“Don’t thank me,” the woman answered. 
“To God goes the glory. Thank Jesus... He 
led me to you.” Outside the cafeteria, the 
officer and the woman paused at the en-
trance before going their separate ways. 
“Thank you for all your help, officer,” she 
said.

“On the contrary, Ms. Eddy,” he an-
swered. “Thank you. I saw a miracle to-
day, something that I will never forget. 
And ... And thank you for the coffee.”

If you had missed knowing me, you have 
missed nothing. If you have missed some 
of my emails, you might have missed a 
laugh.

But, if you have missed knowing my 
LORD and SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST, 
you have missed everything in the world. 
Have a wonderful day. May God bless 
you always.

And don’t forget that when you “cast 
your bread upon the waters,” you never 
know how it will be returned to you.

God is so big He can cover the whole 
world with His Love and so small He can 
curl up inside your heart.

Don’t interfere with anything 
in the constitution.

That must be maintained,
For it is the only safeguard 

of our liberties

~Abraham Lincoln
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Assistance and Food Pantry
Open Mon-Fri 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Hours of Operation
9:30 am to 4:00 pm

American truckers, and the big rigs 
they drive, are literally the lifeblood 
of this nation, transporting food, raw 
materials and finished goods from 
one end of the country to the other 
and back again, delivering what is 
needed where it is needed when it 
is needed on a daily basis. 

But those truckers just had a major 
roadblock placed in their way, cour-
tesy of President Barack Obama’s 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, and the consequences for not 
only the trucking industry, but Amer-
ica as a whole, will be devastating.

The EPA just announced on Tues-
day that it had yet again made 
changes to the fuel emissions 
standards that govern big rig semi-
trucks, large work trucks, vans and 
buses, all in the name of fighting the 
ever-elusive “climate change.” 

Of course, many in the trucking in-
dustry will find it incredibly difficult 
and costly to meet these strict new 
standards that take effect in 2018, 
especially when they are already 
struggling to meet the heightened 
standards just put in place a few 
years ago.

This is particularly true for small 
businesses and independent truck-
ers, so the administration has given 
them an “out” that reeks of chica-
go-style extortion. Yes, the EPA 

has instituted a special fine that can 
be paid by those who fail to comply 
with the new standards, allowing 
them to continue their business op-
erations, for a price. 

There is no word on exactly how 
this fine will magically make their 
vehicles no longer pollute or be 
considered harmful to the environ-
ment. Sadly, it actually took pres-
sure from Congress for the EPA 
to even offer the extortionary non-
compliance fine, as they were ap-
parently content to simply put out 
of business those companies and 
independent truckers unwilling or 
unable to upgrade their vehicles to 
meet the increasingly high bar set 
by the agency. 

Keep in mind that the high costs 
of these new regulations, wheth-
er through vehicle upgrades or 
through the fine, will ultimately be 
passed along to the end consumer. 
Simple economics here folks.

This should not be viewed simply 
as an attack on truckers and the 
trucking industry, therefore, but on 
America and American consumers 
as a whole. But it is what we have 
come to expect from the Obama 
administration by now, and what we 
know we will get in Obama’s third 
term under a potential Hillary Clin-
ton administration.

gUN coNtroL
With all this “gun control” talk, 
I haven’t heard one politician 

say how they plan to take 
guns from criminals,

Just law-abiding citizens.

No society ever thrived 
because it had a large 
and growing class of 

parasites living off those 
who produce

~ Thomas Sowell

SeNIOrS AND fIreArMS -  
IS tHAt wHere It StArtS?

A professor at Johns Hopkins University 
is urging lawmakers to consider creating 
new gun laws which require American 
senior citizens to take competency tests 
to prove that they are stable enough to 
own firearms. According to Shannon 
Frattaroli, PhD., the new requirements 
are necessary due to rising dementia and 
suicide rates among older adults.

“So much of the dialogue around guns 
in this country has been around crime, 
and lately, mass shootings. And the older 
population is not part of that. But when 
you look at the suicide issue, it’s impos-
sible to ignore older Americans,” the 

professor told New America. “With that 
in mind, any conversation about guns 
has to include a conversation [about] 
gun ownership among older adults. 
There’s definitely more to be done on 
that issue in the United States.”

“Older adults need to consider the risk 
whether an actual home invasion is like-
ly to occur, versus the likelihood that the 
[older] person would use that gun to do 
harm to themselves.

Frattaroli continued, “The unintended 
and tragic potential family impact is 
much greater for older people than that 

scenario that the home would be invad-
ed in the middle of the night and they 
would need to ward off that criminal 
with a gun.”

Earlier this year, the White House an-
nounced that it was workingwith the 
Social Security Administration to “be-
gin the rulemaking process to include 
information in the background check 
system about beneficiaries who are pro-
hibited from possessing  a firearm for 
mental health reasons.” The move would 
expand the NCIS reporting to cover all 
of the nation’s seniors.
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prEsiDENt’s piggy baNK

whErE DiD obaMa gEt 
thE $400 MiLLioN cash?

The president cannot appropriate money. 
Only Congress can.

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in 
consequence of appropriations made by law.

US Constitution  •  Article One  •  Section 9

QuoTE By adolf hitler ~ 1935

“This year will go down 
in history. For the first 

time a civilized nation has 
full gun registration. Our 
streets will be safer, our 

police more efficient, and 
the world will follow our 

lead into the future!”


