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A Thanksgiving Day Prayer
Lord, so often times, as any other day
When we sit down to our meal and pray
We hurry along and make fast the blessing
Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing
We’re slaves to the olfactory overload
We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold
But Lord, I’d like to take a few minutes more
To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for
For my family, my health, a nice soft bed
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head
I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by those
Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever possibly know
Thankful Lord, that You’ve blessed me beyond measure
Thankful that in my heart lives life’s greatest treasure
That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place
And I’m ever so grateful for Your unending grace
So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You’ve provided
And bless each and every person invited
Amen!
--Scott Wesemann

Happy Thanksgiving
November 28, 2013


Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:
I want to thank you for taking
over the publication of this very
nice and informative paper.
I found this paper about one year
ago and have enjoyed reading it.
It’s fun and enjoyable to read.
I like how the new editor, Lee
Burton has taken it over and continued the format as the previous
editor.
I want to thank you for the opportunity to express my gratitude and
thanks for this paper.
Ted
Dear Editor:

Twin Springs Baptist Church
1459 Hwy M • Poplar Bluff, MO
Will be having it’s Mens Prayer Breakfast
at 8:00 am on Sat., Nov. 2, 2013.
Come join us for Devotion,
Christian Fellowship and Breakfast
MENU
Eggs, sausage, biscuits and gravy, coffee,
orange juice AND I don’t know what else.
PS: Men, come and bring someone with you,
And just maybe I’ll tell you something
you didn’t already know!

Support Our Advertisers
Tell ‘em you saw their ad in the

Black River Times

Letters
To The Editor
Mail to:
Lee Burton
1024 W. Hart St.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
or email to
blackrivertimes@email.com

I just wanted to say congratulations and THANK YOU for continuing to publish the Black River
Times. Every issue is a treasure
trove of interesting stories, tidbits,
humor, and just sheer enjoyment.
Nuggets for the noggin!
Black River Times forever!!
Steve Johnson
Bikes & Cars
I For one am Tired of Bikes &
Shooters’ and Those who holler
about these rights. Especially on
the main roads going over 40 MPH.
If you allow them you should allow
Horse & Buggys or protect yourself. After all who would expose
themselves to a 3,000 lbs Car or
truck within being three or four
feet away from each other the driver could be drunk, drugged, or
just a bad driver. THINK! That is
what progress has done. WEAR A
HELMET.

-RAB A Native of the Ozarks

The Black River Times
A small free monthly newspaper!
Sometimes funny, sometimes informative and sometimes serious!
If your story is too small for the big guys then it’s just
right for us!
Current distribution is between 3000-5000 copies per
month!
Our printer is one of the largest in the area:
Corning/JV Rockwell Publishing in Corning Arkansas
WHAT NEED DO WE FULFILL:
Laughter and the ability to reach current newspaper
readers to reinforce their current visibility and to reach
those that like a small free paper to read.
WHO IS OUR CUSTOMER:
Everyone that lives in Butler County.
WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT:
Our size, definitely our service and of course our low
cost ads which means savings for you and your business.
OUR GOAL:
Becoming a full color monthly newspaper! Keeping our
rates low so that even the smallest advertiser can grow
with us!
People reach for us every month and we reach people for
you and your ad all month long!
You may Contact me: Lee Burton for Ad placement.
email me: blackrivertimes@email.com
or call me: 573-772-5273

Don’t Forget!!! November 3rd
10 More Outrageous Ways
the U.S. Government is Wasting Money
1. Amazingly, U.S. taxpayers spend more than 1.4
billion dollars a year on the Obamas. Meanwhile,
British taxpayers only spend about 58 million dollars on the entire royal family.
2. The National Institutes of Health recently gave
$548,731 to a team of researchers that concluded
that those that drink heavily in their thirties also
tend to feel more immature.

6. If you can believe it, $10,000 of U.S. taxpayer
money was actually used to purchase talking urinal cakes up in Michigan.
7. During 2012, the National Science Foundation
spent $516,000 on the creation of a video game
called “Prom Week” which apparently simulates
“all the social interactions of the event.”

3. The National Institutes of Health recently gave
$666,905 to a group of researchers that is conducting a study on the benefits of watching reruns
on television.

8. During fiscal 2012, the National Science
Foundation gave researchers at Purdue University
$350,000. They used part of that money to help fund
a study that discovered that if golfers imagine that
a hole is bigger it will help them with their putting.

4. When Joe Biden and his staff took a trip to
London back in February, the hotel bill cost U.S.
taxpayers $459,388.65.

9. Over the past 15 years, a total of approximately
$5.25 million has been spent on hair care services for the U.S. Senate.

5. Joe Biden and his staff also stopped in Paris for
one night back in February. The hotel bill for that
one night came to $585,000.50.

10. During 2012, $25,000 of federal money was
spent on a promotional tour for the Alabama
Watermelon Queen.
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Across
1. Mashed dinner
fare
5. Divisions
10. Ethnic cuisine
14. Ultimatum
ender
15. Beauty pageant wear
16. Saxophone
17. Wild place?
18. Hindu principle
19. Stir up
20. Took a lot of
air in
22. Montana
inhabitant
25. Social stratum
28. Lawyer’s thing
30. Rose feature
34. Shape
36. Prefix with
night or day
38. Colorful fish
39. This is a really
good amount of
exercise
43. A lot
44. Links goal
45. Electrical
resistance
46. Secret language
49. “Any doctrine
51. Calms
52. Reaction to

bad news
54. Pro’s rival
56. Rests very
nicely!
62. Rank above
viscount
63. Skin problem
64. “Pumping___”
66. High school
breakfast
67. Run up
68. Uncluttered
69. Face up to
70. Brings in
71 Roman Empire
invader

Toll Free Phone 1-800-786-7221
Audio Teller 778-0190
Toll Free Audio Teller 1-800-341-1816
www.pbfcu.org
Main Office

Downtown

VA

2438 Katy Lane

221 N. Fifth St.

VAMC

573-686-7221

686-9991

778-4606

Down
1. Use a Singer
2. Roman commoner
3. Cold war inits.
4. Metal follower
5. Union member
6. Whichever
7. Arrived
8. Swaps out
9. Like some
beaches
10. Separate seed
11. Band
12. Husk
13. Deeply
21. Don’t exist
22. Gnaw at

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
25. Surplice
26. Can’t take
27. Broken arm
support
29. Saudi top dogs
31. Gumbo veggies
32 Baton follower
33. Dressed to kill;
to the_____
35. Swindle

37. Couple
40. Railroad route
41. Precedes lots
42. Communicating with
47. Brunch fare
48. Exceed
50. Invent
53. In motion
55. Moves toward
56. Junction

57. Shoestring
58. B_____, Switzerland
59. S.A. Indian
60. Nabisco
cookie
61. Kind of cheese
65. Degree in
math?

573-785-2023
or 877-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Solution on page 7

FROM ARMISTICE DAY TO VETERANS DAY
American effort during World War II (1941-1945) saw the greatest mobilization of the U.S. Army, Navy,
Marines and Air Force in the nation’s history (more than 16 million people); some 5.7 million more served
in the Korean War (1950 to 1953). In 1954, after lobbying efforts by veterans’ service organization, the
83rd U.S. Congress amended the 1938 act that had made Armistice Day a holiday, striking the word
“Armistice” in favor of “Veterans,” President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the legislation on June 1, 1954.
From then on, November 11 became a day to honor American veterans of all wars.
The next development in the story of Veterans Day unfolded in 1968, when Congress passed the Uniform
Holidays Bill, which sought to ensure three-day weekends for federal employees--and encourage tourism
and travel--by celebrating four national holidays (Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans Day and
Columbus Day) on Mondays.
The observations of Veterans Day was set as the fourth Monday in October. The first Veterans Day under
the new law was Monday, October 25, 1971; confusion ensued, as many states disapproved of this
change, and continued to observe the holiday on its original date. In 1975, after it became evident that
the actual date of Veterans Day carried historical and patriotic significance to many Americans, President
Gerald R. Ford signed a new law returning the observations of Veterans Day to November 11th beginning
in 1978, If November 11 falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the federal government observes the holiday on
the previous Friday or following Monday, respectively.

Put the Bad days Bee-hind
you at the #1 place for
natural foods!

Atkins Low Carb Diet products
900 Ida St. Poplar Bluff, MO
• Daniel Chapter One
• Herbs - vitamins - herbal teas
Betty Pruitt
• Health books - body building products
(573)686-3025
• Bulk spices - natural cosmetics
1-800-801-3025
• Natures Sunshine - Sasco - Shaklee
We ship anywhere • Small appliances
Serving this area since 1980

Praise & Thanksgiving
Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known unto God
Philippians 4:6 KJV
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The Bee
Hive

Loans from
$250 - $3,500
LOAN
COMPANY®
AND TAX SERVICE

Even if you do not own a gun you need to know this.
They are doing it to us, America!
This needs to be spread to all gun owners and sportsmen/women.
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Manager

ARE WE REALLY GOING TO LET
GEORGE SOROS RUN THIS COUNTRY?

760 S. Westwood Blvd.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-5400

(All loans subject to our Liberal Credit Policy)

A j’s fashion & Beauty Supplies

We cannot rely on the media to inform us of these types of matters.
Something you may not know this Is happening...
Who is buying the companies that manufacture guns? For the last several years a company called The
Freedom Group has been buying up gun and ammunition manufacturers. Some of the companies are
Bushmaster, Marlin, Remington, DPMS< Dakota Arms and H&R. Some people worry that this Freedom
Group is going to control most of the firearms companies in the United States.
If you control the manufacturers you can decide to stop selling to civilians.
What a perfect way to control guns. Now is you do some digging you will see that The Freedom Group is
owned by a company called Cerberus Capital Management.
Guess who controls Cerberus? GEORGE SOROS, Obama’s chief financier! He wants to restrict or ban
all civilian guns.
Please pass this on to all your freedom loving friends. This needs to come out. Why have we not heard
about this in the “mainstream” media? I would think this would be BIG news.
(George Soros also owns Progressive Insurance). If you don’t know who George Soros is, you need to
do some research. This One-World Government atheist backed Obama with million of dollars and Obama
is a puppet on a string controlled by Soros.

120 Broadway
Poplar Bluff, Mo

Thanksgiving Trivia

573-712-2232

We Accept Most Major Credit Cards
just the facts
August has the
highest percentage
of births.

Lemons contain
more sugar that
strawberries

Unless food is mixed
with saliva you can’t
taste it.

8% of people have
an extra rib

The average person
falls asleep in 7
minutes
A bear has 42 teeth
An ostrich’s eye is
bigger than it’s brain
Most lipsticks
contain fish scales
No two corn flakes
look the same

85% of plant life is
found in the ocean
Ralph Lauren’s
original name was
Ralph Lifshitz
Rabbits like licorice
The Hawaiian
alphabet has 12
letters
“Topolino” is the
name for Mickey
Mouse in Italy

A lobsters blood is
colorless but when
exposed to oxygen it
turns blue
Armadillos have 4
babies at a time and
are all the same sex
Reindeer like
bananas
The longest recorded
flight of a chicken
was 13 seconds

1. How many pilgrims came over on 		
the Mayflower?
		
A. 89
B. 102
		
C. 185
D. 217

6. Which US state produces the most turkeys
annually?
		
A. Alabama		
B. North Carolina
		
C. Missouri		
D. Arkansas

2. In what year did the first American 		
Thanksgiving celebration take place?
		
A. 1900
B. 1492
		
C. 1621
D. 1776

7. How fast can a wild turkey run?
		
A. 15 mph		
B. 55 mph
		
C. 5 mph		
D. 25 mph

3. How long did the first Thanksgiving 		
Feast last?
		
A. 1 day
B. 1 week
		
C. 3 days
D. 4 days
4. What does the term “cornucopia” 		
mean?
A. Corn husks B. Horn of Plenty
C. A greek
D. Traditional corn dish
5. Approximately how many feathers does a
mature turkey have?
		
A. 750
B. 1,500
		
C. 3,500
D. 4,000

8. Which country consumes the most turkey per
year - per capita?
		
A. Israel		
B. United States
		
C. Mexico		
D. Germany
9. How high must a cranbery bounce before it is
harvested?
		
A. 6 inches		
B. 8 inches
		
C. 3 inches		
D. 4 inches
10. Who was the first President to make 		
Thanksgiving a national holiday?
A. Washington		
B. Lincoln
C. Jefferson		
D. Roosevelt

Answers:
1. B (102) 2. C (1621) 3. C (3 days) 4. B (Horn of Plenty) 5. C (3,500) 6. B (North Carolina)
7. D (25 mph) 8. A (Israel) 9. D (4 inches) 10. B (Lincoln)

Have you ever driven by A j’s fashion & Beauty
Supply and seen me standing across from the
Rogers theater? My name is Julia and I always
shop at A j’s where you can find some of the latest in fashion at really good prices, they also have a
variety of wigs, hair extensions and accessories.
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Butler County Sheriffs Department
Employee Recognition
Officer Brasser graduated from Missouri
Sheriff’s Association Training Academy in
June 2011. He also received 30 college credit
hours in Criminal Justice through Missouri
State University in West Plains. He was hired
by the department in September 2011 as a
Communication’s Officer. In January 2012 he
was hired as a Road Officer

Road Officer
Nick Brasser

Brian Evans
Chief Deputy,
Butler County Sheriff’s Office

CAN YOU HEAR US NOW
Colorado Voters Send Senate President Morse and Sen. Giron
Packing in a Historic Recall Election
In two state races that drew unprecedented national attention from
media, politicians and gun control activists, Colorado voters recalled
Senate President John Morse, (D - Colorado Springs), and Sen. Angela
Giron (D-Pueblo:, sending a clear warning to anti-gun legislators across
the county.
Never before in Colorado history had a legislator been recalled.
Morse was recalled by a 51-49 percent margin in a district dominated
by Independents and Democrats, while Giron was soundly beaten in a
12-point margin in her overwhelmingly Democratic district.
Morse first enraged gun owners by ramming an anti-gun agenda
through the Colorado Senate, severely curtailing debate and restricting
testimony even from Colorado’s sheriffs. Parts of his agenda were so radical that even his own party wouldn’t support them, and he was forced to
pull one bill from the floor.
The final straw for gun owners came when Morse appeared on MSNBC’s
“Rachel Maddow Show,” where he flatly urged fellow senators to ignore
the flood of emails and phone calls from their constituents, and referred
to gun owners’ beliefs as toxic and, later “a sickness in our souls.”
That was enough for long-time Coloradoans like Rob Harris, Tim
Knight of the Basic Freedom Defense Fund and Victor head of Pueblo
- three individuals who epitomize the grassroots activism spurred by
Morse’s and Giron’s attacks on Coloradoans’ rights. Head, a 20-year-old
plumber and political novice, borrowed $4,00 from his grandmother to
get an attorney’s advice on how to start a recall. Along with his brother,
and with the support of his family, he spearheaded the effort to oust
Giron, printing flyers, attending town halls and even making his own
television commercials.
From these modest beginnings, an army of working-class volunteers
were soon circulating recall petitions and manning tables at gun shows.
In a classic David vs. Goliath scenario, they faced down an onslaught
of money and misinformation from New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg and other out-of-state gun control activists. (Bloomberg
alone matched NRA’s monetary support).
Said Giron on the eve of the election, “For Mayors Against Illegal Guns,
if they even lose on of these seats, they might as well fold it up. And they
understand that.” In defeat, Giron told MSNBC she was “still proud that
I took that vote.”
For his part, Morse can take at least one victory from the recall results
– he no longer has to bother responding to constituent emails and
phone calls.

A BIT OF HISTORY OF
POPLAR BLUFF, MO
Hernando de Soto’s exploration
party were the first European
visitors to the Poplar Bluff
area. When De Soto crossed the
Mississippi River in 1539, he traveled to a point below the mouth of
the St. Francis River and eventually passed through present-day
Butler County. De Soto and his
men traveled through what is
now Ash Hill and passed just outside of Poplar Bluff.

Deer Hunting Season
Nov. 16th until Nov. 26th
Be sure to read the new 2013 fall
Deer and Turkey Pamphlet as there are six
new regulations you need to be aware of.

Hunt Safely

ShooterS
Shack
“Specializing in AR15’s, Law Enforcement
and Concealed Carry Firearms and Supplies”
200 S. Westwood Blvd.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Phone: 573-686-7288
Fax: 815-717-9357

email: a.shack@att.net
web: www.shootershack.net

The French were the first
Europeans to assert any territorial rights over the Poplar Bluff
area. The French held the area
until 1770 when it was ceded
by treaty to Spain. Spain held
the area until 1802 when it was
returned to France. During this
time the area of Poplar Bluff,
as well as all of Butler County,
held almost no European settlements up until 1819, wen the
first white settler family moved
into the Poplar Bluff area. It was
reported that about 300 Native
Americans resided in the area at
that time.
The earliest permanent settlements in what is no Butler County
occurred in the early 19th century along the Natchitoches Trail,
an old Native American Trail
west of what is now Poplar Bluff
on Ten Mile Creek and Cane
Creek. Butler County was organized in 1849 and Poplar Bluff
was chosen as the county seat.
In 1855 the first courthouse was
built and the town grew. Finally
on February 9, 1870, Poplar Bluff
was incorporated.
In 1927 a tornado leveled most
of the city, especially the original
business district along Main and
Broadway streets.
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During the spring, Loxley the dog got too close to the doe’s territory
resulting in a 50 yard dash. He barely won and learned a lesson about
“fawn protection” the hard way! -- sent in by Doug

3 U.S. Presidents

100% Pure Pharmacy

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!

We have the money you need NOW
in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:
1626 S. 11th Street
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)
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We Offer:
Payday Loans

Your
Business
Could Be
Featured
Here!!!

What did Presidents Hoover , Truman, and Eisenhower have in common?
This is something that should be of great interest for you to pass around.
Back during the great depression, Herbert Hoover ordered the
deportation of ALL illegal aliens
in order to make jobs available to
American citizens that desperately
needed work.
Harry Truman deported over
TWO MILLION illegal aliens after
WWII to create jobs for returning
veterans.
In 1954 Dwight Eisenhower
deported 13 MILLION MEXICAN
illegal aliens. The program was
called Operation Wetback. It
was done so WWII and Korean

On this Veterans Day
let us remember the
service of our
veterans, and let us
renew our national
promise to fulfill
our sacred
obligations to our
Veterans and their
families who have
sacrificed so much
so that we can live
FREE.

Read by thousands each month!
Advertise with the

Black River Times

If you have doubts about the
veracity of this information, enter
Operation Wetback into your
favorite search engine and confirm
it for yourself.
Truman and Eisenhower deported
over 15 MILLION illegal aliens
50+ years ago. Now, if they could
deport the illegal aliens back then,
we should be able to round up
the 12 to 18 Million living here

today and DEPORT them. Again,
to help provide jobs for returning
veterans.
Why, you might ask, can’t this happen today? Actually the answer is
quite simple. Hoover, Truman, and
Eisenhower were men of honor,
not like the untrustworthy politicians of today that are always looking for votes!
Reminder:
Don’t forget to pay your taxes!
12 to 18 Million illegal aliens
are now depending on YOU

THE BEST EVER
LAYOFF LETTER!
No wonder this guy is the boss, he is sharp!
You can’t be any fairer than this guy...
Dear Employees;
As the CEO of this organization, I have resigned myself
to the fact that Barack Obama is our Preisdent and that
our taxes and government fees will increase in a BIG
way. To compensate for these increases, our prices would
have to increase by 10%. But, since we cannot increase
our prices right now due to the dismal state of the economy, we will have to lay off sixty of our employees instead.
This has really been bothering me since I believe we are
family here and I didn’t know how to choose who would
have to go.
So, this is what I did. I walked through our parking
lots and found sixty “Obama” bumper stickers on our
employees’ cars and have decided these folks will be
the ones to let go. I can’t think of a more fair way to
approach this problem. They voted for change... So I
gave it to them. I will see the rest of you at the annual
company picnic.

Call us at 573-772-5273
or email us at

blackrivertimes@email.com

War veterans would have a better
chance at jobs. Operation Wetback
took two years to complete, but
they deported them!

November 11, 2013
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH

HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
As I sit here watching the Cardinals
lose a game they should have won
in the first three innings of (game
5) I also look back on the just completed summer with not a lot to
look back at.
So far this year, I have fished (in
a pond) one time with one of my
great-grandsons with no luck. NO
squirrels to fry as I didn’t hunt
them. There are a few around the
place.
With interest I viewed the results
of the bass tournaments. Several
new names showed up in the winning circle and a lot of the evens
had heavier weights at the end of
the day.
The Current River Smallmouth
Events seemed to me as having a
few more entries and a lot of new
names were listed that placed. I
picked up my firearms deer permit for the upcoming season which
opens November 16 and continues
until November 26; 11 days.

Be sure to read your “2013 Fall
Deer and Turkey” pamphlet; you
should pick up at the vendor where
you get your permit. Page one of
the book has six new regulations
you need to be aware of if you deer
hunt. There are plenty of hunting
activities this month, so be sure to
hunt safely!
Probably most deer hunters are like
me. As the season approached, I
can’t resist remembering a lot of
hunts. Mostly, I remember the good
ones, but in my mind some of the
not so good ones keep popping
up. My good hunts almost always
include one that I took with neighbors Dave Million and Bob Wilson.
Dave has moved and out of the are
and Bob died a few years back.
At the time of this hunt, I had
just had hernia surgery and wasn’t
too active, still recovering from the
operation. We camped near Current
River, south of Highway 60, and to
say it was cold was putting it mildly.
The fire outside the tent we were
using was a big one and tennis shoe

soles melted, but the rest of me was
freezing. Sleeping wasn’t too bad
as I had my son’s Mike’s army issue
Alaska sleeping bag. We got up
early before daylight and decided
to go without breakfast and come
back about 9 am to eat. We all had
tree stands and fortunately for me,
my tree was big enough to provide
a break from the wind. AT nine,
we were all back at camp. Bob had
shot at and missed a doe. Me, I had
a bucks only tag and the only thing
I saw was a hen turkey and she was
coming up the hillside and saw me
and took off with her flock with
her. After breakfast, I told the pair
that I would make a circle around
the hill and try to move a deer their
direction.

stand. It was about 15 feet off the
ground and the platform was about
two feet square.

I was sitting on a log resting when I
spotted a doe about 100 yards away.
I got her in the scope and the wishing in my power couldn’t put horns
on her head. I watched her feed
away, in hopes a buck was following her, but none was round. There
had been a very little shooting in
the area, so I went back to the tree

The meat was shared with the other
guys. For some reason, they never
invited me along on another hunt.
Fur bearer hunting and trapping
season begin during the firearms
season. Most hunters do not coon
hunt during the first few nights of
deer season.

I was standing up when I heard a
noise behind me. I eased around
to see what it was and it was a deer
running straight toward me. I put
the rifle to my should and notice
it was a buck. Off went the safety
and crosshair of the scope was right
between his eyes and that is the only
running deer I have ever bagged.
All the other deer that have had my
tag except on were standing still.
That other one was sleeping, but
that is another story. The buck had
a small but perfect seven points on
each side. I took third place in the
contest at Wal-Mart that year.

Price $159.95
Price $249.95
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Paul Woods

Most of my night hunting during
deer seasons in the past were hunting small patches and a lot of hunters do the same. A few UKC Wild
Coon Hunts and bench shows are
scheduled in the area in November.
Most clubs do not have an event
during open season.
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas: the club
there will have a show November
30.
In Missouri, the club at Myrtle will
have a hunt November 1. Patton
has a show and hunt November 2
and November 9. Myrtle will have
another hunt November 29. The
Missouri events are set before and
after deer season.
A final note is our hummingbirds
have all left out for South America.
Most of them left exactly six months
after they arrived. The last pair was
seen October 15.

big brother is watching you!
At any rate, the real sea change has already
taken place: The government has gone from
investigating crimes after the fact to predicting who is going to commit them in the
future, as if we›re entering the world of the
sci-fi film Minority Report.
Perhaps the real scandal is how unaware most
Americans are of the widespread, everyday
surveillance that has already been made public - or, for those who do know, how few have
done anything material to object to it.
In case you’ve lost track of all of the ways
your false sense of privacy is not actually justified, here’s a handy list of 5 ways the government keeps tabs on us:
They monitor your social media.
We all know that much of what we post online is “public” and can be used against us by
employers, exes, and prying family members.
What you might not know is that the government uses screening software to review the
contents of your public online activity for
red flags.
In early 2012, the Department of Homeland
Security was forced to reveal in a lawsuit filed
by EPIC, the Electronic Privacy Information
Center, that the agency had been monitoring
social networking sites such as Facebook and
Twitter by searching for “key words” for at
least a year and a half. DHS tracks postings
in public forums ranging from WikiLeaks to
YouTube (including The Huffington Post) for
the stated purpose of detecting potential terrorist threats and national security concerns,
as well as natural disasters, major accidents
or other public emergencies. According
to EPIC, key words include such relatively
common terms as “cops,” “police,” “airport,”
“hacktivist,” and “zombie.”

In case you’re wondering what DHS uses this
information for, last year two British tourists were denied entry into the U.S. after they
joked about destroying America and digging
up Marilyn Monroe. They were handcuffed
and held under armed guard while their luggage was searched for shovels (yes, really)
before being sent home.
They are compiling your digital communications and your various government records
and into massive searchable databases.
As of last December, the National CounterTerrorism Center has had the authority to
keep files on you and other ordinary citizens
and examine them for possible criminal behavior, even if there is no reason to suspect
you. They can store the information for five
years, or longer if they think it points to terrorist activity. Government records that can
be mined for incriminating information include flight records, financial forms, lists of
hosts of foreign exchange students, veterans’
records, and many more.
Meanwhile, as reported in Wired last March,
the NSA has been building a vast $2 billion
facility in the Utah desert, which should be
up and running by this September, to store
your communications. As we›ve known since
«warrantless wiretapping» became legalized
in 2008, the government can scan phone and
email records for target addresses, locations,
phone numbers, names, keywords, and
phrases. Communications that match the
targeted content are automatically recorded
- and once you›re on the watchlist, all of your
future communications are recorded. Not
only Verizon, but also AT&T, have been alleged to participate in the program.
The information the government is able to
collect includes not only entire emails and

cell phone calls, but also browsing histories,
receipts, and itineraries. In other words,
in case you didn›t already know this, everything you do online or over your cell
phone is actually being screened as you do
it. Government documents released to the
ACLU last October after months of litigation
show that telephone, email and social media
surveillance of citizens is up 60 percent since
2009.
They don›t need a warrant
to track your location from
your cell phone.
As The New York Times reported last year,
some police departments voluntarily require
a warrant to get information from wireless
carriers - but others don›t, and there is no
legal reason that they have to. In January
2012, the Supreme Court held that attaching
a GPS tracking device to a car requires a
warrant, but the ruling was vague about
cases not involving a «physical trespass» on
the suspect›s property (e.g. the installation of
the tracking device). The Court said only that
purely electronic surveillance «may» violate
the 4th Amendment›s privacy protections.
So, how far can the authorities go without a
warrant? They can’t listen to your calls, but
they can contact your cell phone company
and get the location of your phone for a few
hundred dollars. Some police departments
use records to identify all of the callers using a particular cell phone tower. According to the Times article, others have even
purchased their own cell phone surveillance
equipment. There is no settled legal limit
for the collection of location data, so police
departments are left to set their own internal
constraints (or not).

They are free to take photos or
video from the air above your
house, and drones are coming
to airspace near you in 2015.
In 1989, the Supreme Court decided in
Florida v. Riley - a case where investigators
spotted a marijuana growing operation from
a helicopter flying 400 feet above the ground
- that police don’t need a warrant to observe
your property from public airspace. That
ruling will soon take on a new significance
because the Federal Aviation Administration expects that 25,000 Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles, or “drones,” will be operating in
national air space around the country in
the next 10 years (starting in 2015). The
Department of Defense already has over
7,000 of them, and they are predicted to be
in high demand among police departments
due to their low-cost, high-yield aerial
surveillance capabilities.
Current limits require drones to be operated
within the line of sight of the user and below
400 feet, but the FAA is likely to revisit those
guidelines under pressure from businesses
and law enforcement as it paves the way toward integrated civilian use of drones in the
national airspace. The FAA may be reluctant
to regulate based upon privacy considerations given that its main responsibility is
safety. There is by no means a universally accepted definition of public airspace, either; a
1946 Supreme Court ruling held that planes
flying less than 100 feet above a farm (leading the chickens to fly suicidally into walls in
their panic) were not trespassing.
One interesting aspect of the 4th Amendment
is that it turns on “reasonable expectations of
privacy.” In Riley (the helicopter-marijuana
case), a majority of the Court noted that their
decision hinged on the frequency of civilian

flights over others› property. In other words,
the more drones there are in the sky, the
lower our reasonable expectations of privacy
from aerial surveillance. So not only will the
4th Amendment not keep drones from hovering high above your yard, but the very act
of drones hovering over your yard weakens
your 4th Amendment protections. How’s
that for irony?
They are developing new video
surveillance technology that
puts the old wall-mounted
cameras to shame.
The Department of Homeland Security is
working on a new video surveillance system
that puts the “pan” in panopticon. The Imaging System for Immersive Surveillance (or
ISIS) provides 360-degree, high-resolution,
real-time and storable video imaging. A single spherical camera array no bigger than a
basketball hanging from a ceiling can survey
an entire airport terminal with enough detail to track someone with face-recognition
software, or if mounted on a drone, can record individual vehicles’ movements within
a small town.
To break this down a bit: This camera is recording everything around it. It isn’t sweeping from one side to the other every few
seconds. It is recording in all directions simultaneously. It can store the recordings for
a day or more. In both real time and stored
footage, a viewer can zoom in at least 100
times; view things happening in any or all
different directions at once; and use software
to identify individuals or vehicles and track
them through the time and space captured
on the video.

RESUME OF THOMAS JEFFERSON
Thomas Jefferson was a very remarkable
man who started learning very early in
life and never stopped.
At 5, began studying under his cousins
tutor.
At 9, studied Latin, Greek and French.
At 14, studied classical literature and
additional languages.

At 40, served in Congress for two years.
At 41, was the American minister to
France and negotiated commercial treaties with European nations along with
Ben Franklin and John Adams.
At 46, served as the first Secretary of
State under George Washington.
At 53, served as Vice President and
was elected president of the American
Philosophical Society.

WHY IS OBAMA ALLOWING CANADA
TO CREATE THE HEALTHCARE.GOV WEBSITE????

At 19, studied Law for 5 years starting
under George Wythe.

At 55, drafted the Kentucky Resolutions
and became the active head of
Republican Party.

At 23, started his own law practice.

At 57, was elected the third president of
the United States .

This Health Exchange Website Should Have Contracted In-House and Not
Abroad. Why Did Obama Allow a Canadian Company to have the Bid to Create
the USA’s Healthcare Website? Why wasn’t an American company chosen to
create this website; don’t we need work here in the US?

At 16, entered the College of William
and Mary.

At 25, was elected to the Virginia House
of Burgesses.
At 31, wrote the widely circulated
“Summary View of the Rights of British
America” and retired from his law practice.
At 32, was a Delegate to the Second
Continental Congress.
At 33, wrote
Independence.

the

Declaration

of

At 33, took three years to revise Virginias
legal code and wrote a Public Education
bill and a statute for Religious Freedom.
At 36, was elected the second Governor
of Virginia succeeding Patrick Henry.

The parent company CGI Group and its subsidiaries have been contracted
by our government officials before to overhaul the Hawaii tax department and
screwed it up and STILL got paid for work it never finished.

At 60, obtained the Louisiana Purchase
doubling the nation’s size.

So far, our government has given CGI Group $196 MILLION to develop the
exchange which also includes the website. Now our government is paying them
EXTRA to fix what they’ve messed up.

At 61, was elected to a second term as
President.
At 65, retired to Monticello .

This is not the first time this company has been hired by OUR government.
CGI Group has been and is currently working on many different contracts
throughout the USA, including in Colorado, Massachusetts, California, Hawaii
and Kentucky.

At 80, helped President Monroe shape
the Monroe Doctrine.
At 81, almost single-handedly created
the University of Virginia and served as
its first president.

WHY CAN’T AMERICANS HAVE THESE JOBS??????

At 83, died on the 50th anniversary
of the Signing of the Declaration of
Independence along with John Adams

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs,wonkblog/wp/2013/10/16/meet-cgifederal-the-company-behind-the-botched-launch-of-healthcare-gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CGI_Group
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