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And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony.

—Colossians 3:14
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From the Kitchen of
Laura L. Chatman

Loaded Fried 
Potato Cakes

2 tbsp butter
8 slices bacon, cooked 
and crumbled
1/2 large onion, 
chopped
1 green pepper, diced
1/2 cup ham, diced
1 1/4 cups mashed 
potatoes

1 cup shredded mild 
cheddar
3/4 cup flour
4 tbsp vegetable oil
2 eggs
1/2 tsp black pepper
2 tbsp sour cream
(used for potato cakes 
topping)

Cook bacon until brown and crispy on both sides. Place 
bacon on a paper towel and blot with another paper towel. 
Then, crumble bacon into small pieces. Keep the bacon 
grease in the skillet, add butter and melt on medium high 
heat. Add onion, green pepper and ham and cook until 
browned, about 15 minutes. In a large bowl, add mashed 
potatoes, bacon, cheese, eggs, flour and pepper and mix 
together. In a clean skillet heat vegetable oil over medium 
heat. 
Place heaping spoonfuls of potato mixture into heated oil 

flattening with the back of your spoon. Cook 5 minutes on 
each side until golden brown. Drain excess grease on pa-
per towel. Serve warm with a dollop of sour cream on top.

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

“When you are totally at peace with yourself, nothing can shake you.” - Deepam ChatterjeePage 2, The Black River Times

Another Year
Is Dawning

Another year is dawning
Dear father, let it be,

In working or in waiting,
Another year with Thee;

Another year of progress,
Another year of praise,
Another year of proving

Thy presence all the 
days.

Another year of mercies,
Of faithfulness and grace;
Another year of gladness
In the shining of Thy face;
Another year of learning
Upon Thy loving breast;
Another year of trusting,

Of quiet, happy rest.
Another year of service,
Of witness for Thy love;
Another year of training
for holier work above.

Another year is dawning;
Dear Father, let it be,

On earth or else in heaven,
Another year for Thee.

Frances Ridley Havergal

by Bob Manns
By hard work, thrift and 

good management, early set-
tlers in Butler County lived 
well. In the fall of each year, 
farmers stored crops for later 
use. 

This included apples, pota-
toes, turnips, and other veg-
etables. They did this by cov-
ering them with hay or straw. 

This prevented them from 
freezing during the winter 
months or until used. Fami-
lies usually had plenty to eat 
the year ‘round. Meat was al-
ways in the barrel; apples and 
dried fruit were stored in the 
cellar.

Hogs were sometimes 
raised for their meat and 
their bacon. Mills were usu-

ally close by to grind corn 
into cornmeal. Families usu-
ally kept on had hams, milk, 
and butter from a cow, goose 
feathers for bedding, wool 
for clothing, and ground 
wheat for making bread.

We are living in a changing 
world. We should remember 
how our forefathers lived to 
get us where we are today.

View from the Past

Like the millions of people 
who fed their own countries 
to come to the united States 
prior to the US establishing 
any welfare programs? When 
the only offer was Capital-
ism?

Why would so many poor 
people, often with nothing 
more than the clothes on their 
back, go to such effort to move 
themselves, their families, to a 
place where Capitalism was 
allowed to flourish?

The answer is, opportunity.
Capitalism is individual 

ownership of the means of 
production. 

Each individual owns him-
self, his time, labor, skills, and 
what he trades for with others. 
From this essential self own-

ership follow private property, 
free trade, and social coopera-
tion through the division of 
labor.

Without (or at least with far 
fewer) restrictions on what 
people are allowed to do, 
without class consciousness, 
without laws defining who 
may or may not succeed, indi-
vidual initiative is what mat-
ters.

And the children and 
grandchildren of those immi-
grants put human beings on 
the moon.

Capitalism is nothing more 
than respecting individuals, 
their property, their decisions.

Where individual rights to 
property are respected, the 
poor do not stay poor.

Pro-Capitalism

Frances Ridley Havergal enjoy the New Year’s 
day. It was a day of promise, looking forward 
in faith to God’s blessing in the coming twelve 
months. She had such a positive spirit that 
when she entered a room, it was said that she 
brought a “burst of sunshine.”

One New Year’s Eve, when Frances was 
Twenty-three, she and her sister Maria set to-
gether listening to church bells.

Maria said that her Bible verse for that year 
would be “As thy days, thy strenght shell be; 
this should be enough for thee. He who knows 

thy frame will spare burdens more than thou 
canst bear.”

This song “ Another Year Is Dawning”
Which she wrote on a card she was sending 

to a friend.
Frances Havergal died when she was only 

Forty-three. Even at the end of her life she re-
mained steadfast in reminding Christians that 
“fresh glory” is just as important as fresh air 
and fresh water.

We need to celebrate God’s glorious mercies 
each new day as well as each new year.

The Story Behind “Another Year is Dawning”



“It’s never to late for a new
 beginning in your life.” - Joyce M

eyers
“Everything is hard before it is easy.” - Goethe February 2021, Page 3
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Cryptogram: Beauty Above
U, SMUG ONS BOPNDN SMOC SMD DHDCPCZ OPN 
JTOK PC SMD YDOGSV UB O SMUGLOCK LSONL. 

--JMNPLSUIMDN RONTUQD-WVIO RLZZVLQIH
And here is your hint: U = O

Word Scramble and Cryptogram answer on page 10

Word Scramble: Valentine’s Day
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“The butterfly counts not months but moments; and has time enough.” - Rabindranath TagorePage 4, The Black River Times

EROS MOONSTRUCK
PRESENTS FLOWERS
CARNATION AFFECTION 
HEARTS  PINK
CUPID  FEBRUARY 
YELLOW  DARLING
FOURTEENTH  AFFECTIONATE
JEWELRY  GIRLFRIEND  ROSES
PURPLE BEAU CARDS  ROMANTIC 
HEART KISS  BOYFRIEND 
VALENTINE CANDY  RED  
HUG LOVE  CHERUB 
SWEETHEART TULIPS  HOLIDAY

February
K. Khalid
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Across
3 February's stone is the 

_____, which varies in 
shades of purple. 

6 Month of Valentine's 
Day. 

10 Fat Tuesday is 
celebrated during ____ 
in February, especially 
in New Orleans. (2 
Words) 

11 A hot mug of this 
sweet drink is best in 
winter. (2 Words) 

13 Usually, we see ____ 
and ice in the winter. 

14 February 2 is ____ Day! 

Down
1 This day signifies the 

beginning of Lent. (2 
Words) 

2 These chocolaty treats 
are a hit on Valentine's 
Day. 

4 Will the groundhog see 
his shadow? 

5 This season is going on 
now. 

7 Time to snuggle under a 
thick ____ and have 
cocoa. 

8 Keep your hands warm & 
cozy with a pair of _____. 

9 Cupid shoots you with 
his bow & _____. 

12 This religious holiday, 
____, will begin February 
17 this year. 

Valentine Words
K. Khalid

H G Z F L L S J X X X M T X O B
F Q L J G Q K F S H C A R D S Z
E Q G Y D N A C H E R U B W D P
N P C E X V F E U O I S E N N W
I P I N K S E S O R L E E T E P
T V T G O A F F E C T I O N I Q
N S N F N I C D Q H R S D Q R S
E T A N O I T C E F F A N A F R
L N M L S U L A L X B D I O Y C
A E O O H P R R N E S I V R O O
V S R V J T I T A R P P A C B M
K E Q E S G Z U E D A U I T F Q
I R Y E L L O W O E R C R E O V
S P I L U T O I W B N A O P G G
S S F Y R L E W E J E T B U L I
H S Y C F L W F K H O F H B L E

EROS MOONSTRUCK PRESENTS FLOWERS
CARNATION AFFECTION HEARTS PINK
CUPID FEBRUARY YELLOW DARLING
JEWELRY GIRLFRIEND PURPLE BEAU
CARDS ROMANTIC FOURTEENTH AFFECTIONATE
HEART KISS BOYFRIEND VALENTINE
CANDY RED HUG
LOVE CHERUB SWEETHEART
TULIPS HOLIDAY ROSES

VALENTINES DAYFEBRUARY

Valentine's Day Heart Maze

Copyright 2011-2012 Education.com www.education.com/worksheets
created by: 

Draw a line from Start to Finish to find your way to the 
valentine's day gifts through the heart maze.
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© 2007 - 2021 Education.com
Find worksheets, games, lessons & more at education.com/resources

Across
3 February’s stone is the 
_____, which varies in 
shades of purple.
6 Month of Valentine’s
Day.
10 Fat Tuesday is cele-
brated during ____ in Feb-
ruary, especially in New 
Orleans. (2 Words)
11 A hot mug of this sweet 
drink is best in winter. (2 
Words)
13 Usually, we see ____ 
and ice in the winter.
14 February 2 is ____ 
Day!

Down
1 This day signifies the be-

ginning of Lent. (2
Words)
2 These chocolaty treats 
are a hit on Valentine’s 
Day.
4 Will the groundhog see 
his _____?
5 This season is going on 
now.
7 Time to snuggle under 
a thick ____ and have co-
coa.
8 Keep your hands warm & 
cozy with a pair of _____.
9 Cupid shoots you with 
his bow & _____.
12 This religious holiday, 
____, will begin February 
17 this year.

What do you write in a slug’s Valen-
tine’s Day card?
Be my Valen-slime!
What did the paper clip say to the 
magnet?
I find you very attractive.
What did the stamp say to the enve-
lope on Valentine’s Day?
I’m stuck on you!
Why didn’t the skeleton want to send 
any Valentine’s Day cards?
His heart wasn’t in it.
Why did the sheriff lock up their val-

entine?
She stole their heart.
What do you call two birds in love? 
Tweethearts!
How can you tell when a squirrel is 
in love?
It goes nuts!
I thought I won the argument with my 
wife as to how to arrange the dining 
room furniture.
But when I got home the tables were 
turned.
I once fell in love with someone who 

only knew 4 vowels.
They didn’t know I existed.
What did the calculator say to the 
pencil?
You can count on me.
How did the telephone propose to 
his girlfriend?
He gave her a ring!
What did one oar tell the other oar? 
This is so row-mantic!
What did the light bulb say to the 
other light bulb?
You light my world up.

How can you get arrested on Valen-
tine’s Day?
For stealing someone’s heart.
What did one watermelon say to the 
other?
You’re one in a melon!
What do you call a very small Valen-
tine?
A valen-tiny.
What did the ghost say to his valen-
tine?
You look so BOOtiful.

Answers on page 10



He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under 
his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy 

shield and buckler.
Psalm 91:4 KJV

“You need to really believe in w
hat you’ve got to offer, w

hat your talent is – and if you believe, that gives you strength.” - D
olly Parton

1.) Which Psalms are 
known as the Shep-
herd Psalms?

A. 20, 21 and 22 
B. 21, 22 and 23 
C. 22, 23 and 24 
D. 23, 24 and 25

2.) Which Psalms, at 
the end of the book of 
Psalms, are called the 
Hallelujah Psalms?

A. 146 – 150 
B. 120-130 
C. 90 – 96 
D. 34 - 39

3.) Which Psalms are 
the Songs of Ascent?

A. 51 - 63
B. 79 – 89 
C. 120 – 134 
D. 135 - 148

4.) Which Psalm is 
written in first person 
singular and deals 
with the crucifixion?

A. 21 
B. 22 
C. 23 
D. 24

5.) Which Psalm is 
written as a trilogue?

A. 4 
B. 3 
C. 2 
D. 1

6.) Which Psalm is the 

shortest chapter in the 
Bible?

A. 116 
B. 117 
C. 118 
D. 119

7.) Which Psalm is the 
longest chapter in the 
Bible?

A. 116 
B. 117 
C. 118 
D. 119

8.) Which Psalm was 
written by Moses?

A. 89 
B. 90 
C. 91 
D. 92

9.) Which Psalm 
deals with David’s 
repentance after his 
great sin concerning 
Bathsheba?

A. 49 
B. 50 
C. 51 
D. 52

10.) Which Psalm 
repeats the phrase 
“His mercy endureth 
forever.”

A. 125 
B. 136 
C. 147 
D. 158

Bible Quiz from Psalms

“Sadness flowers to the next renewing joy.” - Jareb Teague February 2021, Page 5

I’ll never look at my hands the same!
Grandpa, some ninety plus years, sat feebly on 

the patio bench. He didn’t move, just sat with his 
head down staring at his hands. When I sat down 
beside him he didn’t acknowledge my presence 
and the longer I sat, I wondered if he was OK. Fi-
nally, not really wanting to disturb him but want-
ing to check on him at the same time, I asked him 
if he was OK.

He raised his head and looked at me and smiled. 
“Yes, I’m fine. Thank you for asking,” he said in a 
clear strong voice.

“I didn’t mean to disturb you, Grandpa, but you 
were just sitting here staring at your hands and I 
wanted to make sure you were OK,” I explained 
to him. “Have you ever looked at your hands,” he 
asked.

“I mean really looked at your hands?” I slow-
ly opened my hands and stared down at them. I 
turned them over, palms up and then palms down. 
No, I guess I had never really looked at my hands 
as I tried to figure out the point he was making. 
Grandpa smiled and related this story:

“Stop and think for a moment about the hands 
you have, how they have served you well through-

out your years. These hands, though wrinkled, 
shriveled, and weak have been the tools I have 
used all my life to reach out and grab and embrace 
life. They put food in my mouth and clothes on 
my back. As a child my mother taught me to fold 
them in prayer.

They tied my shoes and pulled on my boots. 
They have been dirty, scraped and raw, swollen 
and bent. 

They were uneasy and clumsy when I tried to 
hold my newborn son. Decorated with my wed-
ding band they showed the world that I was mar-
ried and loved someone special.

They trembled and shook when I buried my 
parents and spouse and walked my daughter 
down the aisle.

They have covered my face, combed my hair, 
and washed and cleansed the rest of my body.

They have been sticky and wet, bent and bro-
ken, dried and raw.

And to this day, when not much of anything else 
of me works real well, these hands hold me up, lay 
me down, and again continue to fold in prayer. 

These hands are the mark of where I’ve been
(Continued on Page 10) 

MY HANDS
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“Don’t watch the clock; do what it does. Keep going.” - Sam LevensonPage 6, The Black River Times

It will do nothing to prevent crime and next to nothing to solve crimes.
But we can set up a list for later confiscation.

And then set up a list to tax certain firearms out of existence
Then when the gun registration database is hacked, It’ll made it possible for 
criminals to either pick homes with guns they can steal or homes without guns 

they can break into without fear of a homeowner defending themselves.
Yeah... Nothing good comes from registration.

So let’s just forget about that.

Why We Don’t Register Everybody’s Guns

Let’s talk about healthcare, 
why the deep fear of public 
healthcare exists for all citizens 
in America.

Because that is the misunder-
standing of the specific fear from 
the outset.

The United States is 50-state 
union with over 330 million 
people in it.

Providing healthcare or 
healthcare financing is not af-
fordable. Thinking that health-
care is good, does not mean that 
the federal government is the 
best vehicle to deliver it.

Everyone likes healthcare. 
People want healthcare. (Why, 
some of us even remember when 
it was affordable!)

Most people are on-board 
with some kind of public health-
care. Or at last willing to com-
promise that public options for 
vulnerable populations is a wise 
idea. For example, we have both 
Medicaid and Medicare.

The thing that many Ameri-
cans fear is the federal govern-
ment making all healthcare 
public and subject to its ever-far-
reaching control.

The federal government tries 
to do a lot of things it was never 
meant to do. It’s okay at some 
things. But it is pretty bad at 
doing a whole lot of stuff. Like, 
ridiculously bad. If you don’t 

understand the fear, it’s because 
you don’t know how ineffective, 
wasteful, and oblivious the fed-
eral government can be.

How much contact have you 
had with the U.S. federal govern-
ment? If none, I would suggest 
that’s why it doesn’t make sense 
to you.

Remember when I said some 
of us remembered when health-
care was affordable? That was be-
fore the federal government took 
on healthcare reform in earnest 
in the early 90’s: “We’re going to 
make healthcare more affordable 
they said.” And then—oddly—
prices continued to shoot up. 
So, the federal government said, 
“Insurance companies are mak-
ing things more expensive. That’s 
why it’s not working. We’re going 
to tweak what insurance compa-
nies must do.” And WOW then 
prices shot up.

And then the federal gov-
ernment said, “Well, insurance 
companies aren’t being fair.” 
And then, Congress passed mas-
sive federal legislation—much 
of which took rights away from 
consumers. And WOW prices 
shot up again. And then people 
said, “Drug prices are too high!” 
So, Congress said, “We just need 
more regulations to make them 
more affordable.” And WOW 
drug prices shot up.

And then, the federal govern-

ment said, “We just need to make 
healthcare more affordable.” So, 
the federal government passed 
yet another comprehensive set 
of laws, and made all kinds of 
promises that Everything Would 
Be Fine.

And then, WOW did prices 
shoot up. Some insurance was 
made illegal.

Insurance companies closed, 
consolidating power in a few 
major insurers. And people lost 
both their doctors and their 
insurance. And WOW did 
drug prices really continued to 
skyrocket. “We need to bring 
down drug prices!” Congress 
said. Again, from one side of 
its mouth. While the other side 
gave sweet hand-outs to private 
companies.

And yes driving up prices yet 
again. And drug prices contin-
ued to increase. “They said the 
problem is that corporations are 
too greedy. We need to control 
all of this healthcare mumbo-
jumbo. Then it will finally work 
the way we want it,” Congress 
announced. 

Once again, giving ridiculous-
ly sweet deals to some very large 
corporations. Take a stab at what 
happened to prices? (Hint: way, 
way up.)

And still, some people think—
honestly, they truly do—that the 

LET’S TALK ABOUT HEALTHCARE

8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Every Sunday

Happy Valentine’s Day to all 
from everyone at

The Black River Times

(Continued on Page 10) 



“You m
ust experience the truth, not believe it.” - W

erner Erhard
 
 

LORI 
JORDAN

God is able to do ex-
ceedingly, abundant-
ly above all that we 
hope, ask or think.
Not only able - it is 
His heart’s desire. If 
only we would get on 
board.
I’m paraphrasing 
Ephesians 3:20. Peo-
ple love this verse. 
And every bit of it is 
true. Our God can do 
unimaginable things.
But too often we for-
get the second part of 
that verse - through 
the power that works 
IN US.
We are PARTNERS in 
Christ. Our faith is part 
of what makes this 
verse come to life.
We can’t just ‘pray’ our 
wishes and dreams 
to God and then be 
mad when they ‘don’t 
come true’ when we 
did nothing but lay our 
faith down at the cross 
and walk away.
A huge part of faith is 
believing in God’s tim-
ing. It’s not easy wait-

ing on God.
But I promise you it’s 
always worth it.
The more in tune 
with Him you get, the 
easier the wait will be 
because the stronger 
your faith will be. The 
ONLY WAY to do this 
is to spend time with 
Him.
Not Him and your fa-
vorite bible teacher 
on tv. Not that there’s 
anything wrong with 
that. 
That’s a good re-
source and a great 
help in your walk. But 
sometimes you need 
to be alone with God.
Just you with just Him. 
For me, the best time 
to do this is first thing 
in the morning. Even 
if it means getting up 
a half hour earlier. My 
day is so much better. 
Whatever time works 
for you is the right 
time.
Maybe it’s the alone 
time you have driv-
ing to work. Yes! You 
can spend quality time 
with God on your way 
to work. Praising Him 
through singing has 
moved me to tears 
many times. 
There is no ONE way 
to have quality time 
with God.
If you are blessed to 
have kind and loving 

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

parents, think about 
how much they love 
to see you or to have 
you visit. 
Now, multiply that 
times 10,000 and 
that is how excited 
your heavenly
Father is that you 
choose to spend 
time with Him!! AND 
He rewards you! It’s 
NOT a coincidence 
the way my day goes 
when I choose to 
spend time with God!
It is easy to get 
dragged down by 
life’s seemingly con-
stant battles. But 
stop and ask your-
self if you are trying 
to fight them on your 
own. 
The answer is un-
doubtedly yes for the 
majority of us.
Why?? We have a 
helper, a comforter, 
and advocate.
And the SAME POW-
ER that rose Jesus 
from the grave lives 
in you!! (Romans 
8:11).
THAT POWER is IN 
US and available to 
us AT ALL TIMES!! 
Use it!!

Noelle’s Chicken
2 Tablespoons vegetable oil
6 skinless, boneless chicken breast halves
1/2 cup Teriyaki basting sauce (or to taste)
1/2 cup Ranch-style salad dressing (or to taste)
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese
3 green onions, chopped
1/4 cup bacon bits

Directions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large skil-

let, heat oil over medium-high heat. Add chicken 
breasts, and saute 4 to 5 minutes each side, un-
til lightly browned. 

Place browned chicken breasts in a 9x13 inch 
baking dish. Brush with Teriyaki sauce, then 
spoon on salad dressing. Sprinkle with cheese, 
green onions and bacon bits. 

Bake for 25 to 35 minutes, or until chicken is 
no longer pink and juices run clear.

“As our heart summons our strength, our wisdom must direct it.” - Dwight D. Eisenhower February 2021, Page 7
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 AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB

The Agee Community 
Club met on January 
15th, 2021 at Godfa-
ther’s Pizza. Hostess 
Cathy Womack who is 
also the Club president 
opened the meeting. 
The ladies repeated the 
club motto, “When the 
Heart is full of love the 
world is full of beauty”. 
Invocation was offered 
by Nadine Johnson. 
Roll Call was, “Did you 
make a New Year’s res-
olution?” 
Devotional was from 1st 
Thessalonians 5: 14-24 
and read by Nickey Or-
ton. 
Secretary and Treasur-
ers reports were read 
by Jeanie Figgins, there 
was no old business.
Figgins will be hostess 
for February. 
In lieu of a door prize this 
month, Womack bought 
all of the ladies lunch. A 
poem from belated hon-
orary club member Orel 
Smith’s book titled, “The 
Breeze and I” was read 
by Johnson. 

The ladies read articles 
from the Black River 
Times, which Johnson 
had handed out to ev-
eryone. 
The Lazy man’s 23rd 
Psalm was read by Fig-
gins, Just forget it, was 
read by Johnson, Time 
is free – but it is price-
less plus Important 
words were read by Or-
ton, Old folks are worth 
a fortune, was read by 
Womack. 
Poems were handed 
out by Johnson who 
then gave a lesson on 
the Taum Sauk Reser-
voir that included pic-
tures of it from when we 
were able to travel up to 
the top and peek in.
Since the collapse, no 
one is allowed to go up 
there anymore. 
The ladies dismissed 
with the repeating of the 
club collect, “Be Still and 
Know that I am God”, 
Psalms 46:10

Jeanie Figgins,
Reporter

“You can’t change the past, but the future isn’t set in stone,. You can effect a change there.” - Sherrilyn KenyonPage 8, The Black River Times

From 
Sunny Skidmore 

at KLID radio

From Dr. Bob Martin’s 
Show, on Sundays live 
8:00 am to 11:00 am.

The latest findings of 
a vegetable that helps 
against dementia is the 
brussel sprout. 
The medical experts are 
trying to find a way to iso-
late the item in the vegeta-
ble to make pills out of it. 
Dr. Wallach says people 
with dementia needs an 
egg with a soft yolk, which 
gives the brain cholester-
ol. The brain is made basi-
cally out of cholesterol and 
if it doesn’t get enough, it 
gets holes in it. 
Several vitamins are also 
necessary for the brain. 
The New York Times had 
an article on the front page 
stating the cholesterol 
scare was a hoax.
Even Dr. Wallach says that 
too. He says it’s inflamma-
tion that is bad for the ar-
teries. 
Also Dr. Wallach says no 
sugar, no fried foods, and 
no deli meats including ba-
con.
Once in a while I say you 
could eat these but very 
seldom.
Vitamin C and E also help 
the brain plus Vitamin B’s.
If you need a number to 
call Dr. Wallach tune to 
KLID Monday thru Friday 
6pm – 7pm and 12 mid-
night.

 CANE CREEK
COMMUNITY CLUB

After canceling the No-
vember and December 
meetings because of 
COVID-19, the Cane 
Creek community club 
met at 1:30, January 13, 
2021 at Wilma Rains’ 
house. 
The three members 
present began the 
meeting with the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the 
Club Collect. 
They then answered 
the roll call, telling about 
their Christmas activi-
ties or the things they 
were thankful for. 
Because of COVID, 
some members enjoyed 
family in shifts, ate out-
side, or enjoyed family 
on FaceTime.
A short business meet-
ing was held. It was 
decided to bring bags 
of candy to donate to 
children for Valentine’s 
Day.
Glenda Philips gave a 
New Year’s devotional 
from Guideposts. 
It discussed how re-
ally we can not make a 
new beginning on New 
Year’s Day because we 
have so much to fin-
ish from the year be-
fore such as putting up 
Christmas decorations, 
etc. 
However, encourage-
ment was found trusting 

in the Lord and remem-
bering that he is in con-
trol.
Nancy Wujcik gave the 
program on healthy ag-
ing, based on a chapter 
dealing with stress from 
a book by Andrew Weil, 
MD.
The group discussed 
the effects and symp-
toms of stress. They 
brainstormed the things 
that stress them.
The author writes that 
reactions to stress 
are habits and can be 
changed by trying to fix 
the situation or by using 
some relaxation tech-
niques.
Some relaxation tech-
niques he uses is breath 
work, meditation, visu-
alization, and bodywork 
(massage, hot tub).
The group then planned 
the February 10 meet-
ing which will be at 1:30 
at Wilma’s house.
The roll call is to tell 
something about life on 
Valentine’s Day. 
Nancy will have the de-
votional and Glenda will 
present the program. 
The meeting then ad-
journed to enjoy some 
delicious cake made by 
Margie Rains.

Nancy Wujcik,
Reporter



“Even if you lose, you w
in.” - Elie W

iesel

1½ pounds lean ground beef
1 cup chopped onion
2 Tbsp olive oil
1 (15 oz.) cans dark red kidney beans, 
rinsed and pureed
1 tsp basil
2 (15 oz.) cans crushed tomatoes
1 tsp salt 

1 medium can tomato sauce
1 (4 oz.) can green chilies 
2 (10 oz.) cans Ro-Tel 
1 Tbsp chili powder
4 Tbs minced garlic 
1 tsp cumin 
1 tsp pepper 
1 tsp cayenne

In a large skillet over medium heat, add in the olive oil, ground 
beef, and onions. Cook while stirring and chopping until the 
ground beef is browned and cooked.
Drain juices and add to a slow cooker. To the slow cooker also 
add the kidney beans crushed tomatoes, green chilis, and Ro-
tel.
In a small bowl, mix chili powder, cumin, basil, cayenne, pepper 
and salt. Pour over the other ingredients in the slow cooker, and 
stir well. Cook on HIGH for 2 hours, stirring every 30 minutes. 
Garnish with sour cream, cheese, or your choice of onions and 
herbs. ENJOY!

My Homemade Chili

Salmon Patties

Turkey Stuffed Bell Peppers
5 medium green, red or yellow 
peppers
2 teaspoons olive oil
1-1/4 pounds ground turkey
1 large onion, chopped
1 garlic clove, minced
1/4 teaspoon paprika
2 teaspoons ground cumin

1 teaspoon Italian seasoning 1/2 
teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
2 medium tomatoes, finely 
chopped
1-3/4 cups shredded cheddar 
cheese
1-1/2 cups soft bread crumbs

Old Style Spanish Rice

“Passion + Persistence = Possibility.” - Jon Bon Jovi February 2021, Page 9

1/3 cup finely chopped onion
1 large egg, beaten
5 saltines, crushed
1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire 
sauce
1/4 teaspoon salt

1/8 teaspoon pepper
1 can (14-3/4 ounces) salmon, 
drained, bones and skin re-
moved
2 teaspoons butter

In a large bowl, combine the first 6 ingredients. 
Crumble salmon over mixture and mix well. Shape into 6 pat-
ties.
In a large skillet over medium heat, fry patties in butter for 3-4 
minutes on each side or until set and golden brown.

Preheat oven to 325°.Cut peppers lengthwise in half; remove 
seeds. Put in a 15x10x1-in. pan coated with cooking spray. In a 
large skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat. 
Cook and crumble turkey with onion, garlic and seasonings 
over medium-high heat until meat is no longer pink, 6-8 min-
utes. Cool slightly. Stir in tomatoes, cheese and bread crumbs.
Fill with turkey mixture. Sprinkle with paprika. Bake, uncovered, 
until filling is heated through and peppers are tender, 20-25 
minutes.

1 pound lean ground beef
1 large onion, chopped
1 medium green pepper, chopped
1 can tomato sauce
1 can diced tomatoes, drained

1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon chili powder
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
2-2/3 cups cooked brown rice

In a large skillet, cook beef, onion and pepper over medium heat 
6-8 minutes or until beef is no longer pink and onion is tender, 
breaking up beef into crumbles; drain. 
Stir in tomato sauce, tomatoes and seasonings; bring to a boil.
Add rice; heat through, stirring occasionally.
Garnish with green onions, if desired.
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KOKS 89.5 FM PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Monday –Friday Daily Programs:

   6:30-7:00 AM Focus on the Family/Jim Daly

   7:00-7:30 AM Thru the Bible/J. Vernon McGee        

   7:45-8:00 AM Enjoying Everyday Life/Joyce Meyers   

   8:00-8:30 AM Turning Point Daily/David Jeremiah  

  10:00-1:00 PM Live DJs/Community News/Song & Prayer Requests   

  1:30-1:34 PM Schlafly  Report   

  3:00-4:00 PM Endtime Ministries/Irvin Baxter   

Monday Programs:

   5:00-5:30 PM  Lynn Oak General Baptist Church/Stephen Watkins

   6:00-8:00 PM  The Ron Fowler Get Together Hour  

Tuesday Programs:

   9:00-9:15 AM Straight Paths Bible Church

   6:00-7:00 PM  2 Girls Bluegrass Program/Ann McAllister & Sandy Taurone 

Wednesday Programs:

   5:00-5:30 PM  Heart of Worship/Amadia Wright

   5:00-5:30 PM  Frontline Evangelism/Tom Perren

   6:00-6:30 PM  Lynn Oak General Baptist Church/Stephen Watkins  

Thursday  Programs:

    9:00-9:15 AM  Straight Paths Bible Church/Mike Miller

    1:00-1:15 PM  To God be the Glory/Rose Hayes

    1:15-1:30 PM   Saved by Grace/Curtis Hayes

    5:45-6:45 PM   Homespun Gospel Hour/Ron Fowler

    6:45-7:00 PM   Lenzee Program/L Zaidel

Saturday Programs:

    3:00-3:15 PM   Mrs. G (Children’s Program)

1. C
2. A 
3. C
4. B 
5. C 

6. B 
7. D 
8. B 
9. C
10. B

BIBLE QUIZ 
ANSWERS

Chocolate
Flowers

Love 
Candy

February
Valentine

Hearts
Cupid
Friend
Cuddle

Kiss
Roses

Sweetheart
Hug

Arrow
Jewelry

WORD
SCRAMBLE 
ANSWERS

CRYPTOGRAM ANSWER
O, thou art fairer than the evening air clad in the beauty of 
a thousand stars.    —Christopher Marlowe

“The fragrance always remains in the hand that gives the rose.” - Hede BejarPage 10, The Black River Times

KOKS 89.5 Program Schedule
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Across
3 February's stone is the 

_____, which varies in 
shades of purple. 

6 Month of Valentine's 
Day. 

10 Fat Tuesday is 
celebrated during ____ 
in February, especially 
in New Orleans. (2 
Words) 

11 A hot mug of this 
sweet drink is best in 
winter. (2 Words) 

13 Usually, we see ____ 
and ice in the winter. 

14 February 2 is ____ Day! 

Down
1 This day signifies the 

beginning of Lent. (2 
Words) 

2 These chocolaty treats 
are a hit on Valentine's 
Day. 

4 Will the groundhog see 
his shadow? 

5 This season is going on 
now. 

7 Time to snuggle under a 
thick ____ and have 
cocoa. 

8 Keep your hands warm & 
cozy with a pair of _____. 

9 Cupid shoots you with 
his bow & _____. 

12 This religious holiday, 
____, will begin February 
17 this year. Poplar Bluff Square at the Rear of the Parking Lot

and the ruggedness of my life.
But more importantly it will 

be these hands that God will 
reach out and take when he 
leads me home. And with my 
hands He will lift me to His side 
and there I will use these hands 
to touch the face of Christ.”

I will never look at my hands 
the same again. But I remember 
God reached out and took my 
grandpa’s hands and led him 
home.

When my hands are hurt 
or sore I think of Grandpa. I 
know he has been stroked and 
caressed and held by the hands 
of God. I, too, want to touch the 
face of God and feel His hands 
upon my face.

MY HANDS
(Continued from Page 5)

problem is just that prices are 
too high! And that if we just let 
the federal government “finally” 
get involved for once, then ev-
erything would be okay!

…Yes. There are many people 
who truly, honestly think that.

Look. The prices are only a 
symptom of an underlying pro-
cess. The high prices INDICATE 
that something is wrong. But the 
underlying disease has gone un-
treated for about three decades 
now. And that’s even before we 
get into the microcosm of the 
Medicare/Medicaid fraud issues. 
Or the massive problems with 
the VA system (307,000 vets 
have died awaiting VA care.)

HEALTHCARE
(Continued from Page 6)



“If you’re too com
fortable, it’s tim

e to m
ove on. Terrified of w

hat’s next: You’re on the right track.” - Susan Fales-H
ill

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

“How easy to be amiable in the midst of happiness and success.” - William Ellery Channing February 2021, Page 11

By Robert Spencer

The destruction of the freedom of 
speech in America today is being car-
ried out by the Leftist establishment that 
dominates the political sphere, the social 
media giants, the establishment media, 
the educational system – virtually every-
thing, really.

The Left is using the Capitol riot of 
January 6 as its Reichstag Fire moment 
to criminalise, silence, and destroy ut-
terly not just President Trump, but all 
Americans who still dare to oppose its 
sinister woke totalitarianism. In doing 
so, Leftists are revealing themselves, for 
all their rhetoric about how Trump and 
his supporters are fascists, to be quintes-
sential fascists themselves.

This fact is all too often waved away 
by those who insist, quite correctly on 
one level, “They’re not fascists, they’re 
Communists.” The National Socialists of 
Germany strongly identified with Mus-
solini’s Fascists in Italy, and brawled on 
the street with the Communists. Hitler 
made his determination to destroy Com-
munism in Europe a centerpiece of his 
agenda. So many assume that Leftists to-
day, carrying the banner of Antifa, an or-
ganization that was born in 1920s street 
fights with the National Socialists, could 
not possibly be fascists.

Yet they can be and they are. Contrary 
to what many believe, being a Commu-
nist and a fascist is not a contradiction in 
terms, like being a Republican Democrat 
or an honest journalist. Communists and 
National Socialists were bitter enemies in 

Weimar Germany in large part because 
they were competitors in the same arena: 
in the late 1920s and early 1930s, they 
were the two major German parties that 
wanted to destroy the Weimar Republic 
and impose authoritarian rule. They just 
disagreed over who would be in charge.

They disagreed about more than that 
as well, of course. Marxism is based on 
total government control of the means of 
production, whereas the National Social-
ists, although they flirted with this idea in 
various ways for years before coming to 
power, allowed for private enterprise.

However, this, too, was not as large a 
gap between the two as many people as-
sume it to be. Hitler biographer Peter 
Longerich notes that “six months after 
the ‘seizure of power’ with its various 
upheavals, Hitler had reached a deal with 
German business, according to which 
their authority within their enterprises 
was increased in return for an agree-
ment to submit to overall direction by 
the state.”

The means of production were still pri-
vately owned, but they were wholly under 
the control of the National Socialist state. 
This deal between Hitler and the German 
business titans was one of the principal 
reasons why his regime is called “fascist” 
at all. The word “fascist” comes from the 
Latin fasces, “bundles,” usually bundles 
of wooden rods. 

It might seem at first glance to be an 
odd name for a political movement, but 
the idea was that the disparate forces in 
society were bundled together in a unity 

of purpose and allegiance. 

Thus for the ancient Romans the fasces 
were a symbol of governmental author-
ity, and from that Mussolini took the 
name of his movement. In ensuring that 
private businesses could remain private 
but had to work for the good of the state 
as a whole and under direction of the Na-
tional Socialist government, Hitler was 
bundling together the titans of business, 
unifying them in service to his agenda.

So it is today. The social media giants 
and the Leftist government elites, the 
swamp that has reasserted its hegemony 
by installing Old Joe in the White House, 
are working in lockstep. The government 
doesn’t own the social media outlets, 
and it doesn’t have to: whether Big Tech 
is submitting to overall direction by the 
state or the state is submitting to overall 
direction by Big Tech, the outcome is the 
same: every major force in American so-
ciety is marching in the same direction, 
while dissenters are stigmatized, demon-
ized, framed for crimes they didn’t com-
mit, silenced, and isolated.

Thus what we are seeing in the last few 
days, with the banning of the president of 
the United States from the main means 
of communication today, and the unity 
of purpose between the media, Big Tech, 
and the Democratic Party in propagating 
the Big Lie that Trump incited violence 
and attempted a coup on January 6, is 
fascism in action. 

And if the fascists aren’t stopped soon, 
what we have already seen will be just the 
beginning.

Fascism Comes to the USA... And it’s on the Left

Scientists estimate we’ll run out 
of fossil fuels in the next 50 years. 
Scientists also suggest that cli-
mate change will reach the point 
of no return before then. So what 
are we doing to address these is-
sues? Will it be enough, or are we 
doomed?
“…Will it be enough, or are we 

doomed?” We’re doomed...
We have been doomed my entire 
life. My father’s entire life. And 
who knows how many genera-
tions before that...
Fossil fuels gone in 25 years (it’s 
been over forty since); Global ice 
age; Food shortages; Water short-
ages; Acid rain; Ozone depletion; 

Global over-population; Sea level 
rise; Global warming; Food short-
ages; 
Yeah, I know I should put a date 
on each. And now we’re back 
around to fossil fuels running out 
again. It’s like there is some big 
wheel that gets spun to see what 
the next big crisis is going to be.

Are We Doomed?

Valentine’s Day
Snack Mix

2 cups caramel popcorn
2 cups tiny twists pretzels
4 cups Bugles
2 cups Lucky Charms cereal
2 cups salted peanuts
11 oz. M&M’s chocolate candies (Valen-
tine colors preferred!)
12 oz. cinnamon imperial hearts candies 
(or red hots)
Combine all ingredients in a large 
mixing bowl. Stir gently. Cover 
tightly until ready to serve!



Assistance and Food Pantry
Open Mon-Fri 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Hours of Operation
9:30 am to 4:00 pm

February Calendar
February 2: Groundhog Day
February 6: Men’s Round Table,
 Twin Springs Baptist church
February 14: Valentine’s Day
February 15: Presidents’ Day
February 16: Pancake Day
February 20: Men’s Conference,
 Tallapoosa, Mo.
February 22: World Thinking Day
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