Black River Times
FREE every month

December 2013 • Volume 1, No. 3

Remember
The
Reason
For
The
Season


Before

after

Letters to the Editor
I wanted to write to let you know
how much I’ve enjoyed the last two
issues of The Black River Times.
I’m not one to pick up the daily
newspaper and read all of the
depressing news, but The Black
River Times is hardly that.
I love the little articles with interesting facts and the inspirational
stories the most.
Then sometimes I come across
something unusual - like the store
that has a mannequin standing
outside of it!
Maybe it would be a nice addition
to add a recipe now and then, or
maybe a little memory recalling
years past in the Butler County
area.
I will never forget eating persimmons from a tree outside my aunt’s
house in the early 70s. I don’t
think I’ve ever had one since then;
I’ve seen a few in grocery stores
but they don’t look like the ones I
remember!
Thanks for something to look forward to each month!
Ann
Dear Editor,
I’ve been down in the dumps thinking about not being able to spend
the holidays with 2 of my 3 daughters. I’ve been kind of mad about
the whole situation - why I have to
be across the country from them.
First time this has ever happened.
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In reality though, I should be
thankful that they are not overseas
fighting in wars, but are safe here
in the US. I should be thankful that
they are healthy. Thankful that
they are happy. Thankful simply
for the fact that they are alive.
And I am. But I miss them terribly.
Then I think of the servicemen
and women and their families who
are spending the holidays apart months and months apart from one
another. And I think of the mothers
and fathers who have lost a child
this year. How this first Christmas
will be for them. Unbearable.
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When I stop to think of it that way,
I really don’t need any other ‘gifts.’

Peace & Blessings to you and yours

Lori Herridge
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How can I be angry when I am so
blessed. Blessed to have 3 beautiful daughters who are alive, safe,
healthy and happy.

We all should spend more time
dwelling on the gifts we have
already been given.
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merry Christmas!!!
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What is LOVE?
If you want to know the real answer, there is one source
that you can always count on to give you the correct definition...Children
When someone loves you, the way
they say your name different. You
know that your name is safe in
their mouth. - Billy, age 4

Love is like a little old woman and
a little old man who are still friends
even after they know each other so
well - Tommy, age 6

You really shouldn't say 'I love you'
unless you mean it. But if you mean
it, you should say it a lot. People
forget - Jessica,age 8

Love is when a girl puts on perfume
and a boy puts on shaving cologne
and they go out and smell each
other. - Kari, age 5

Love is when mommy gives daddy
the best piece of chicken - Elaine,
age 5

If you want to learn to love better,
you should start with a friend who
you don't like to play with - Nikka,
age 6

Love is what makes you smile when
you're tired. - Terri, age 4
Love is when mommy makes coffee
for my daddy and she takes a sip
before giving it to him, to make
sure that it taste OK - Danny, age 7
Love is when you tell a guy you like
his shirt, then he wears it every day
- Nolle, age 7

Love is when mommy sees daddy
smelly and sweaty and still says he
is handsomer than Tom Cruise Chris, age 7
Love is when your puppy licks your
face even after you left him alone
all day - Mary Ann, age 4

Gods Love is a gift to you and me.
His Love is unconditional and
without limits.
Just say yes to his gift
of LOVE
and live forever.

Put the Bad days Bee-hind
you at the #1 place for
natural foods!

Atkins Low Carb Diet products
900 Ida St. Poplar Bluff, MO
• Daniel Chapter One
• Herbs - vitamins - herbal teas
Betty Pruitt
• Health books - body building products
(573)686-3025
• Bulk spices - natural cosmetics
1-800-801-3025
• Natures Sunshine - Sasco - Shaklee
We ship anywhere • Small appliances
Serving this area since 1980

I know my sister loves me because
she gives me all her old clothes and
has to go out and buy new ones Lauren, age 4

God’s Divine Care
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart;
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
Matthew 11:28-29 KJV
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The Bee
Hive

Here I am again (Julia)
Doing my Christmas shopping at
AJ’s Fashion & Beauty Supplies
T hat’s at Broadway and Pine
120 Broadway if you need an address
In Poplar Bluff, MO

Come on down and check it out girls
And you Guy’s should come in and see what you might want to
buy for your girlfriends (or wife for you married fellows) for
Christmas while there is still time to do some Christmas shopping

We accept Most Major Credit Cards
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A Politically Correct Christmas Poem
Twas the night before Christmas and Santa’s a wreck...
How to live in a world that’s politically correct?
His workers no longer would answer to “Elves”,
“Vertically Challenged” they were calling themselves.
And labor conditions at the North Pole,
were alleged by the union, to stifle the soul.
Four reindeer had vanished without much propriety,
released to the wilds, by the Humane Society.
And equal employment had made it quite clear,
that Santa had better not use just reindeer.
So Dancer and Donner, Comet and Cupid,
were replaced with 4 pigs,
and you know that looked stupid!
The runners had been removed from his beautiful sleigh,
because the ruts were deemed dangerous by the EPA,
And millions of people were calling the Cops,
when they heard sled noises upon their roof tops.
Second-hand smoke from his pipe,
had his workers quite frightened,
and his fur trimmed red suit was called “unenlightened”.

Dolls were said to be sexist and should be passe.
and Nintendo would rot your entire brain away.
So Santa just stood there, disheveled and perplexed,
he just couldn’t figure out what to do next?
He tried to be merry he tried to be gay,
but you must have to admit he was having a very bad day.
His sack was quite empty, it was flat on the ground,
nothing fully acceptable was anywhere to be found.
Something special was needed, a gift that he might,
give to us all, without angering the left or the right.
A gift that would satisfy - with no indecision,
each group of people in every religion.
Every race, every hue,
everyone, everywhere...even you!
So here is that gift, it’s price beyond worth...

“MAY YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES,
ENJOY PEACE ON EARTH”

To show you the strangeness of today’s ebbs and flows,
Rudolf was suing over unauthorized use of his nose.
He went to Geraldo, in front of the Nation,
demanding millions in over-due workers compensation.
So...half of the reindeer were gone, and his wife
who suddenly said she’d had enough of this life,
joined a self help group, packed and left in a whiz,
demanding from now on that her title was Ms.
And as for gifts...why, he’d never had the notion
that making a choice could cause such commotion.
Nothing of leather, nothing of fur...
Which meant nothing for him or nothing for her.
Nothing to aim, Nothing to shoot,
Nothing that clamored or made lots of noise.
Nothing for just girls and nothing for just boys.
Nothing that claimed to be gender specific,
Nothing that’s warlike or non-pacifistic.
No candy or sweets...they were bad for the tooth.
Nothing that seemed to embellish upon the truth.
And fairy tales...while not yet forbidden,
were like Ken and Barbie, better off hidden,
for they raised the hackles of those psychological,
who claimed the only good gift was one ecological.
No baseball, no football...someone might get hurt,
besides - playing sports exposed kids to dirt.

(All loans subject to our Liberal Credit Policy)

26 Guards
Here’s a message that will bring you chills. Have you
ever felt the urge to pray for someone and then just
put it on a list and said, “I’ll pray for them later?” Or
has anyone ever called you and said, “I need you to
pray for me, I have this need?” Read the following
story that was sent to me and it may change the way
that you may think about prayer and also the way you
pray. You will be blessed by this.

him for his injuries and at the same time talked to
him about the Lord.
I then traveled two days, camping overnight, and arrived home without incident. Two weeks later, I repeated my journey. Upon arriving in the city, I was
approached by the young man I had treated.

“While serving at a small field hospital in Africa, every two weeks I traveled by bicycle through the jungle
to a nearby city for supplies.

He told me that he had known I carried money and
medicines. He said, “Some friends and I followed you
into the jungle, knowing you would camp overnight.
We planned to kill you and take your money and
drugs. But just as we were about to move into your
camp, we saw that you were surrounded by 26 armed
guards.”

This was journey of two days and required camping
overnight at the halfway point. On one of those journeys, I arrived in the city where I planned to collect
money from a bank, purchase medicines and supplies, and then begin my two-day journey back to the
field hospital.

As this, I laughed and said that I was certainly all
alone in that jungle campsite. The young man pressed
the point, however, and said, “No sir, I was not the
only person to see the guards. My five friends also
saw them, and we all counted them. It was because of
those guards that we were afraid and left you alone.”

Upon arrival in the city, I observed two men fighting,
one of whom had been seriously injured. I treated

At this point in the sermon, one of the men in the
congregation jumped to his feet and interrupted the

A missionary on furlough told this true story while
visiting his home church in Michigan.

missionary and asked if he could tell him the exact
day this happened. The missionary told the congregation the date and the man who interrupted, told him
this story:
“On the night of your incident in Africa, it was morning here and I was preparing to go play golf. I was
about to putt when I felt the urge to pray for you. In
fact, the urging of the Lord was so strong, I called
men in this church to meet with me here in the sanctuary to pray for you. Would all of those men who
met with me on that day stand up?”
The men who had met together to pray that day stood
up. The missionary wasn’t concerned with who they
were; he was too busy counting how many men he
saw.
There were 26.
This story is an incredible example of how the spirit
of the Lord moves in mysterious ways. If you ever
hear such prodding, go along with it. Nothing is ever
hurt by prayer except the gates of hell.
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I encourage you to share this with as many people
as you know. If we all take it to heart, we can turn
this world toward God once again. As the above true
story clearly illustrates, wow, “with God all things are
possible.”
More importantly, how God hears and answers the
prayers of the faithful.

Butler County
Sheriffs
Department
Employee
Recognition
Road Officer
Justin Brown
Deputy Brown graduated from Missouri Sheriff’s Association training Academy June 2011 with a class A license
in Law Enforcement. He served as class president in the
academy. He worked as a Correction Officer from February
2006 until August 2011 when he was hired as a road office.
Contact Deputy Brown by email: bc400@bcsheriff.com



Brian Evans, Chief Deputy
Butler County Sheriff’s Office

1409 N Westwood Blvd.
Poplar Bluff, MO
I wanted to let you know that earlier today I received my
“Obamacare enrollment packet” from the White House.
It contained:
An aspirin and a band-aid.
An ‘Obama Hope & Change’ bumper sticker·
A ‘Bush’s Fault’ yard sign ·
I didn’t know until I read it in the paper’ sticker
then blame it on anybody and everybody’ poster ·
A ‘Tax the Rich’ banner ·
An application for unemployment and a free cell phone ·
An application for food stamps ·
A letter assigning my debt to my grandchildren
Everything was made in “China” and all directions were in Spanish.
Keep an eye out. Yours should be arriving soon.

Code: BRTimes
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May Your Messages
Be In Stone
Two Friends Were Walking
Through The Desert .
During Some Point Of The
Journey, They Had An
Argument; And One Friend
Slapped The Other One
In The Face

100% Pure Pharmacy

The One Who Got Slapped
Was Hurt, But Without
Saying Anything,
Wrote In The Sand,
Today My Best Friend
Slapped Me In The Face.

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!

We have the money you need NOW
in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:
1626 S. 11th Street
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)
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They Kept On Walking,
Until They Found An Oasis,
Where They Decided
To Take A Bath.
The One Who Had Been
Slapped Got Stuck In The
Mire And Started Drowning,
But The Friend Saved Him.
After He Recovered From
The Near Drowning,
He Wrote On A Stone:
‘Today My Best Friend
Saved My Life’
The Friend Who Had Slapped
And Saved His Best Friend
Asked Him, ‘After I Hurt You,
You Wrote In The Sand And
Now, You Write On A Stone,
Why?’
The Friend Replied
‘When Someone Hurts Us
We Should Write It Down
In Sand, Where Winds Of
Forgiveness Can Erase It
Away.
But, When Someone Does
Something Good For Us,
We Must Engrave It In Stone
Where No Wind
Can Ever Erase It’
Learn To Write Your Hurts
In The Sand And To Carve
Your Benefits In Stone.
They Say It Takes A Minute
To Find A Special Person,
An Hour To AppreciateThem,
A Day To Love Them,
But Then,
An Entire Life
To Forget Them.

6

Billy Graham’s Prayer at age 95 For Our Nation
THIS MAN SURE HAS A GOOD VIEW OF WHAT’S HAPPENING
TO OUR COUNTRY!
‘Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and
to seek your direction and guidance.
We know Your Word says, ‘Woe to those who call evil good,’ but that is
exactly what we have done.
We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values. We
have exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We rewarded laziness
and called it welfare. We have killed our unborn and called it choice.
We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. We have neglected to
discipline our children and called it building self esteem.
We have abused power and called it politics. We have coveted our
neighbor’s possessions and called it ambition. We have polluted the air
with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression. We
have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it
enlightenment.
Search us, Oh God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us from sin and
set us free. Amen!’
With the Lord’s help, may this prayer sweep over our nation and wholeheartedly become our desire so that we once again can be called ‘One
nation under God!’

Quotes from the Past
“I am committed against every
thing which, in my judgment, may
weaken, endanger or destroy the
Constitution, and especially against
all extension of Executive power;
and I am committed against any
attempt to rule the free people
of this country by the power and
the patronage of the Government
itself.”

Daniel Webster
“It is hardly too strong to say that
the Constitution was made to guard
the people against the dangers of
good intentions…There are men,
in all ages… who mean to govern well; but they mean to govern.
They promise to be kind masters;
but they mean to be masters…
They think there need be but little
restraint upon themselves…The
love of power may sink too deep in
their own hearts.”

Daniel Webster

“In questions of power, then, let
no more be heard of confidence
in men, but bind him down from
mischief by the chains of the
Constitution.”

Thomas Jefferson
“I, however, place economy among
the first and most important republican virtues, and public debt as the
greatest of dangers to be feared.
To preserve our independence, we
must not let our rulers load us with
perpetual dept…I am for a government rigorously frugal and simple.”

Thomas Jefferson
“We in America do not have government by the majority_we have
government by the majority who
participate…All tyranny needs to
gain a foothold is for people of good
conscience to remain silent.”

Thomas Jefferson

Gods Book
Some missionaries were back in the United States gaining support for their ministry. as they visited different churches, they
would stay in the homes of gracious church members.
One night they were staying in the home of a couple with young
children. Their six-year-old was entertaining everyone by reading her favorite books aloud.
She was just finishing her
story when she noticed the
family Bible on the mantel.
What book is that? the little
girl asked her mother. That’s
God’s book, honey ! Her mother responded with a nervous
laugh. You know that ! Well no
one around here ever reads it,
the girl said...
Don’t you think we ought to
give it back.

HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
The weatherman wasn’t kind
with his forecast for opening
day of the fall firearms deer
season. The forecast for our area
was a sixty percent chance of
rain.
Mother Nature threw the weatherman a curve when they predicted rain which stayed away
until almost noon. That rain
was light in our area.
I was putting wood in the stove
earlier than I needed to be up
to get ready. Staying up to avoid
oversleeping, the news and
sports kept me awake.
The prospects in the neighborhood look good as there seemed
to be an abundance of deer, particularly does.
The morning didn’t produce
any meat. I didn’t see a deer.
Only one squirrel caught my eye
but my grandson’s wife Katie got
a shot at a big buck and missed.
Light drizzle started about
10:00 am after I called it quits
until afternoon. I went out at
3:00 pm and stayed until it got
almost dark.

After about 100 yards when a
little doe and I almost ran into
each other. I saw here first and
stopped. She kept on feeding but
the rain and darkness caused
she blended into the brush and
I don’t shoot without knowing
when the bullet should hit after
she discovered me and ran off,
I continued back to the house.
There are still eight days left to
hunt. Sundays don’t count in my
calculations., I have not missed
a Sunday school in almost 30
years.
There will be more on the deer
season next moth. An early
deadline allowed only news of
the first day of the season.
I can report that one neighbor
got an eight point and there
was quiet a bit of shooting in
our area.
A visit with a fur buyer friend,
Marc Romine of Birch Tree who
visits the P.B. Sale Barn got me
his buying schedule for the local
hunters and trappers.
He plans to be at the sale barn

on December 27, January 5, 31,
and also February 14, 28.
He wasn’t predicting prices but
said the market looked strong
with prices about like last year.
If you want to talk to him, he
can be reached at 573-714-5277.
There are several hunting seasons open in December. Duck
and goose seasons are open in
our area and the prospects are
good, except water conditions
could be better. After the cold
weather hit in early November,
the cold frost was a blessing to
the deer hunters. A strong wind
followed by light rain stripped
the leaves and acorns from the
oaks and other leafy trees.
Before the cold frost hit, vision
was really restricted but now
the woods are open and you can
see a good distance through the
woods.
Furbearer hunting and trapping
seasons opened during the firearms deer season.
Coon hunting was my favorite
season of all hunting seasons.

It would still be my favorite if
I could walk for long distances.
On my birthday, December 6, I
turn 80 and guess I have done
enough hunting, bagging my
first game, a rabbit with my BB
gun I got for Christmas when
I was five. It was sitting at the
edge of a brush pile and my
brother Walter pointed out to
me and I shot in the head.
Rabbit, squirrel, and quail
seasons are open through the
month of December.
Fishing takes a back seat to
hunting through the winter
months but for a couple of species winter fishing is rewarding.
Walleye fishing is probably best
in December and January. This
is the pre-spawning time for the
walleye.
Winter fishing for walleye is
a complete different method.
Many anglers have told me they
have spent many days fishing
Black and Current Rivers and
didn’t get any or two or there
bites. The hope of landing a

Keep Christ in Christmas

Price $159.95
Price $249.95

7

Paul Woods
wall-hanger makes it all worthwhile.
Crappie fishing also can be good
if you can stand the cold. Most
good crappie are caught using
minnows at Wappapello Lake.
The lake is drawn down starting
in December every year. This
causes the fish to be more concentrated in the deeper parts of
the lake.
UKC competition continues
with a few events in the area.
Brookland, Arkansas will have a
hunt on December 6 and a hunt
and show on the 7th. Reyno,
Arkansas has a show December
6.
December 7, Marble Hill has
3 shows and hunt. Myrtle has
a hunt on the 21st. The big
UKC events are the Grand
American on January 3 and 4 at
Orangeburg, SC and the Winter
Classic January 24 and 25 at
Batesville, Mississippi.

CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

Christmas Trivia
If you counted all the gifts that were
given in the song “Twelve Days of
Christmas” you would realize that the
number of gifts being presented were
364 in total, thus a gift was given for
each day of the year.

Don’t let worry kill you - let the church
help!
Thursday night - Potluck Supper. Prayer
and medication to follow.

It was once believed that any woman
who went under a mistletoe and was not
kissed would not marry the coming year.

Remember in prayer the many who are
sick of our church and community.

The people at Reynolds make a substantial amount of money selling foil
during the Yuletide season. It has been
confirmed that at least 3000 tons of foil
are used to wrap turkeys annually.

For those of you who have children and
don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

Pig head, it’s what’s for dinner. The traditional Christmas dinner in England
used to be a piug head prepared with a
mustrard sauce. Most English folk are
possibly quite delighted that this isn’t
the case anymore.

The rosebud on the altar this morning is
to announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs. Julius Belzer.
This afternoon there will be a meeting on
the south and north ends of the church.
Children will be baptized at both ends.

Bake your bread on Christmas Eve and it
will remain fresh forever. If only. There
is an old wives’ tale that actually suggests that bread baked on Christmas
Eve is mold resistant. While it cannot be known now how many people
believed this, it’s pretty obivious that
any believers would be converted after
the apprearance of mold on their bread
beyond 5 days or so.

Tuesday at 4:00 p.m. There will be an ice
cream social. All ladies giving milk will
please come early.
Wednesday, the Ladies Liturgy Society
will meet. Mrs. Jones will sing, “Put Me
In My Little Bed,” accompanied by the
pastor.
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. There will be a
meeting of the Little Mothers Club. All
wishing to become little mothers, please

Christmas Tree Statistics
Number Of Real Christmas Trees Sold In The U.S. Each Year 33 Million
Number Of Fake Christmas Trees Sold Each Year
9.5 Million
Number Of Christmas Trees Currently Growing On
Christmas Tree Farms
350 Million
Average Growing Time For A Christmas Tree
7 Years
Number Of People Employed By The Christmas
Tree Industry
100,000
Percentage Who Purchased A Pre-Cut Tree
84%
Percentage Who Cut Down Own Tree
16%
Total Spent Of Real Trees In 2011
$1.07 Billion
Total Spent Of Fake Trees In 2011
$670 Billion
Percent Of Artificial Trees Sold In The U.S. That Are
Imported From China
80%

see the minister in his study.
This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mr.
Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on
the altar.
The service will close with “Little Drops
of Water.” One of the ladies will start quietly and the rest of the congregation will
join in.
Next Sunday a special collection will be
taken to defray the cost of the new carpet.
All those wishing to do something on the
new carpet will come forward and do so.
The ladies of the church have cast off
clothing of every kind and they may be
seen in the church basement Friday.
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday
evening in the church hall. Music will follow.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is Hell?” Come
early and listen to our choir practice.
Howard was holding a meeting in another church and a lady got up to testify,
“Brother Howard, I just wanted you to
know, I ate beans all week so I’d have gas
enough to come to church tonight.”

Source: National Christmas Tree Association,
USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service

Christmas Quiz

2. Where was mommy kissing
Santa Claus?
A. On the Corner
B. In the Bedroom
C. Under the Mistletoe
D. In the Dark Alley

3. Who wrote the song “Here
Comes Santa Claus”?
A. Michael Jackson
B. Gene Autry
C. Persy Douglas
D. Leroy Jones

5. What should little children
leave 		
out for Santa?
A. Cookies and Milk
B. A Bottle of Wine
C. Chewing Gum
D. Cheddar Cheese

4. What does Alvin want for
Christmas?
A. An ipad
B. A Bottle of Rum
C. A Hula Hoop
D. A new car

6. What is Frosty the Snowman’s
nose made of?
A. A Carrot
B. A Button
C. A Potato
D. A Rock
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7. Who is Ebenezer?
A. The Milk Man
B. The 23rd President
C. The Scrooge
D. Mrs. Claus’s Cat
8. What Color is the Grinch?
A. Green
B. Blue
C. White
D. Black

ANSWERS: 1-B 2-C 3-B 4-C 5-A 6-C 7-C 8-A

1. What Christmas Ballet is the
most famous of all?
A. Rudolph’s Surprise
B. The Nutcracker
C. Mr. and Mrs. Claus
D. Frosty Goes to New York

