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“January is the month for dreaming.” - Jean HerseyPage 2, The Black River Times

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

From the Kitchen of
Laura L. Chatman

4 cups powdered sugar
4 cups sweetened shredded coconut
¾ cup cold mashed potatoes (without added 
milk & butter) 
1-1 ½   tsp vanilla extract
½ tsp salt
1 lb dark chocolate candy coating, coarsely chopped

In a large bowl, combine the first 5 ingredients. 
Line a 9-in. square pan with foil; butter the foil. 
Spread coconut mixture into pan. Cover & chill 
overnight. Cut into 2x1-in. rectangles.  Cover & 
freeze.  In a microwave, melt candy coating; stir 
until smooth. Dip bars in coating; allow excess to 
drip off. Place on waxed paper to set. Store in an 
airtight container.

Maine Potato 
Candy

National Blood Donor Month
National Soup Month
National Oatmeal Month
3 Festival of Sleep Day
4 National Spaghetti Day
5 National Bird Day
8 Bubble Bath Day
13 National Rubber Duckie Day

January Holidays

Good morning,

  As you got up I watched and hoped you would talk to me. Just a few 
words, such as thanking me for something good in your life yesterday or last 
week would do.  But I noticed you were busy selecting the right clothes for 
work. I waited again to hear from you. When you ran around the house col-
lecting papers, I knew there would be a few minutes to stop and say hello, but 
you never slowed down.

  I wanted to tell you that I could help you accomplish more than you 
ever dreamed possible if you would just spend some of each day with me. At 
one point, you waited fifteen minutes in a chair with nothing to do. I waited 
to hear from you.  Then I saw you spring to your feet; I thought you wanted 
to talk to me, but you ran to the phone and called a friend. I watched as off 
to work you went and waited patiently all day long to hear from you. With all 
your activities you were too busy to talk with me.

  I noticed at lunch you looked around; maybe you just felt embarrassed 
to talk to me. You glanced three tables over and noticed some of your friends 
talking to me before they ate, but you wouldn’t.  There was still more time left, 
and I hoped that we would talk. You went home and had many things to do. 
After they were done, you turned on the TV; just about anything goes there 
and you spend many hours watching. I waited as you continued watching TV 
and ate your meal but again you wouldn’t talk to me.

  At bedtime you were totally tired. After you said good night to your 
family you plopped into bed and fell asleep. I had so much wanted to be part 
of your day. We could have had so much fun and accomplished so much 
together.  I love you so much that I wait every day for a thought, prayers or 
thanks. Well, maybe tomorrow! I’ll be waiting.

Love always,
God

15 National Bagel Day
17 Martin Luther King, Jr Day
18 Winnie the Pooh Day
19 National Popcorn Day
20 National Cheese Lover Day
21 Squirrel Appreciation Day
23 National Pie Day
31 Backward Day

Letter From God
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“Every man should be born again on the first of January. Start with a fresh page.” -Henry Ward Beecher January 2022, Page 3
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 on page 10

Ask God to reveal any areas in 
your life where you are failing to 
follow Him.  Be sure to look at 
how you worship Him as well.  

What actions do you need to take 
to more fully follow God?

Cryptogram: Winter
BIRAZZLD 
TOSBO 
RFTOS 
OIDOEH 
CEIICL 
  

ITETNMS
IQTUL
NSOW 
IRWTNE
RFASC

 

KASTE
OSVGEL
YURLRF
RCCTIA
GRFIDI 

LYCILH
ECLEFE
OTCA
LDES 

“JCSENT PCK EJOLEMSTOUF VCKSTNTO SPT CNS LD ARJSTN YCNOTJRJY 
CJO TBTJ SPT VLKS TQGTNRTJITO YCNOTJTN ICJ UTCNJ DNLV SPT 

EJNTKSNCRJTO MTCESF CNLEJO SPTV.”       - BRJITJS C. KRVTLJT

And here is your hint:  I = C

1 cup rolled oats
½ cup natural-style smooth peanut 
butter, room temp
½ cup graham cracker crumbs
cup honey at room temp
¼ cup chocolate chips (chopped up, 
mini chocolate chips, or dried fruit)
2 TBSP additional graham cracker 
crumbs 

Add the ingredients to a medium bowl. 
Combine.  Next, stir in the chocolate chips 
or dried fruit, if using and stir together. (The 
mixture will be thick).  Using a tablespoon 
measuring spoon and your hands, shape 
mixture into balls. Roll in additional graham 
cracker crumbs. Chill 30 minutes before serv-
ing (this allows the oats to soften.) 

Graham Cracker Peanut Butter Balls
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“January brings the snow, Makes our feet and fingers glow.” -Sara ColeridgePage 4, The Black River Times

What do snowmen call their 
offspring? Chill-dren.
What did the icy road say to the 
car? “Want to go for a spin?”
What falls in the winter but 
never gets hurt?  Snow.
What does a gingerbread man 
put on his bed? A cookie sheet!

How do mountains stay warm?
They put on their snowcaps.
What do you call it when a 
snowman throws a temper tan-
trum?  A meltdown.
What is a snowman’s favorite 
snack? Ice krispies treats.

Where do snowmen put their 
money? Snowbanks.
What’s the difference between 
a Christmas alphabet and the 
regular alphabet? The Christmas 
alphabet has Noel. 
What is the best breakfast ce-
real to eat in the winter?Frosted 
Flakes! 

What’s a snowman’s favorite 
drink? Iced tea.
What did Jack Frost say to 
Frosty the Snowman?  “Have an 
ice day!”
What do you get when you cross 
a snowman with a vampire?
Frostbite.
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“Let us love winter, for it is the spring of genius.” – Pietro Aretino January 2022, Page 5

God calls believers today 
to worship Him alone & to 
obey His commands.  Those 
who oppose God & His ways 
need to heed His warnings 
of judgment.  Those who 

seek God but struggle to 
see Him in their circum-

stances need to trust His 
promises, for they offer 

hope.  Biblical hope is nev-
er wishful thinking; it is 

embracing the assurance of 
all God’s promises.

“And this is the confidence that we have 
in him, that, if we ask any thing accord-
ing to his will, he heareth us:” 1 John 5:14

1.Who was thrown from a window 
and struck the ground dead? 
a. Nebuchadnezzar
b. Ruth
c. Delilah
d. Jezebel

2. What Apostle was crucified?
a. James
b. Peter
c. John
d. Andrew

3. Who fell on their sword after 
seeing that King Saul had killed 
himself?
a. Saul’s son Jonathan
b. Saul’s wife
c. Saul’s armor bearer
d. The General of Saul’s army

4. Who lied to the Holy Spirit and 
fell dead?
a. Elisabeth
b. Sapphira
c. Phoebe
d. Priscilla

5. Whose wife did God strike 
dead as a testament to his 
people?
a. Elisha’s
b. Elijah’s
c. Ezekiel’s
d. Daniel’s

6. Who challenged Moses’ spiri-
tual authority and was swallowed 
up in the earth?
a. Kora
b. Pharoah
c. Aaron
d. Levi

7. Who hand-delivered a letter, 
the contents of which led to his 
own death?
a. Ahijah
b. Ahimelech
c. Uriah
d. Naboth

8. Which King died in battle 
because he was struck by a ran-
dom arrow between the plates of 
his armour?
a. Ahasuerus
b. Abimilech
c. Adonijah
d. Ahab

9. During his temptation in the 
wilderness, what Old Testament 
book did Jesus quote to rebuke 
Satan? 
a. Exodus
b. Deuteronomy
c. Psalms
d. Isaiah

10. Where was Ezekiel living when 
he wrote his book?
a. by the river Chebar, Babylon
b. in the king’s palace, Jerusalem
c. in a jail in Egypt
d. in the land of Samaria

Bible Quiz
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 “Winter blues are cured every time with a potato gratin paired with a roast chicken.” – Alexandra GuarnaschelliPage 6, The Black River Times

You live in a fast-paced world that seems to be placing more 
demands on you with each passing year.  People are hur-
rying everywhere, and often they are rude and short-tem-
pered. It seems the very atmosphere of the world is charged 
with stress and pressure.

The good news is that as a Christian, you don’t have to 
operate on the world’s system, reacting like the world.  The 
world responds to difficulties by getting upset, but Jesus said 
in John 14:27 that you should stop allowing yourself to be agi-
tated, disturbed, and upset.

You do this by learning to be adaptable.  It’s not always easy 
on the flesh to give in and do things differently, but it is easier 
than being upset and miserable.  Learn to bend so you won’t 
break.  Allow God’s Spirit to lead you out of a stressful life-
style into one of peace and joy.

Speeding Motorist
  
  Late one night this guy is speeding down the empty road. A cop sees him go flying past so chases him 
and pulls him over. The cop goes up to the car and when the man rolls down the window, he asks, “Are you aware 
of how fast you were going, sir?”  The man replies, “Yes I am. I’m trying to escape a robbery I got involved in.”The 
cop looks at him disbelievingly and asks him, “Were you the one being robbed, sir?” The man casually replies, “Oh 
no, I was the one who committed the robbery. I was escaping.” The cop is shocked and surprised that the man has 
admitted this so freely. He says, “So you’re telling me you were speeding…AND committed a robbery?”  “Oh yes,” 
replies the man calmly. “I have all the loot in the back.”

  The cop is now starting to get angry and says, “Sir, I’m afraid you have to come with me” as he reaches 
into the window to take the car keys out of the ignition.  The man shouts, “Don’t do that! I’m afraid that you’ll find 
the gun in my glove compartment!” At this the cop pulls his hand out of the window and says, “Wait here” as he 
returns to his car and calls for backup.  Soon there are cars, cops and helicopters all over, everywhere you look. 
The man is quickly dragged out of his car, handcuffed and taken towards a cop car.

  However, just before he is put in the car and taken away a cop walks up to him and says, while pointing at 
the cop that pulled him over, “Sir, this officer tells us that you had committed a robbery, had stolen loot in the trunk 
of your car, and had a loaded gun in your glove compartment. However, we didn’t find any of these things in your 
car.”  The man replies, “Yeah, and I bet that liar said I was speeding too!”

Bend Before You Break

Psalm 118 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible. 
Psalm 117 is the shortest chapter in the Bible. 
Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible. 
The Bible has 594 chapters before Psalm 118  

and 594 chapters after Psalm 118. 
If you add up all the chapters except Psalm 118,  

you get a total of 1188 chapters. 
1188, or Psalm 118 verse 8, is the middle verse of the entire Bible. 

Should the central verse not have an important message?  
"It is better to take refuge in the Lord, than to trust in man." Psalm 118:8

Did You Know ?
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LORI 
JORDAN

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

“Winter forms our character and brings out our best.” – Tom Allen January 2022, Page 7

Cherry Cake
1 cup butter
1 1/8 cups sugar
4 large eggs (beaten)
2 ¾ cups flour
A pinch of  salt
½  tsp baking powder
One 16 oz pkg candied cherries,
(halved)
¼ cup candied mixed peel
The rind of  one unwaxed lemon & flaked almonds 
to decorate

Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit, butter cake pan. 
Beat butter & sugar until fully combined & creamy. Add 
eggs to mixture one at a time. Mix flour, salt, & baking pow-
der together then add gradually to the mixture.  Add a little 
milk to the mixture. Gently mix in the halved cherries, can-
died mixed peel & lemon rind. Spoon mixture into cake pan 
& bake for 40 minutes or until cooked through.  Turn out 
cake onto a wire rack and let it cool fully.  Decorate the cake 
by drizzling icing as well as adding some flaked almonds and 
a few halved cherries.

For the Icing
1 tsp vanilla  
2 cups powdered 
sugar
2 TBSP butter, 
softened  
3 - 4 TBSP milk

  You may be the only Jesus some people get to 
see. Maybe that should ring in your head as you ring in 
the new year. 

  Every morning, my wish for you (and me! Espe-
cially me!!) is that this is your first thought. At least I 
am praying that it is mine. I want that thought to guide 
my actions and my words.

  And  here is where the excuses come in. Because 
we love to beat ourselves up. 

  Getting a little Jesus in you doesn’t mean you have to read your 
Bible everyday. That’s being legalistic. That’s not what your loving 
Father is encouraging you to do. He is not standing over you shaking 
his finger, admonishing you for missing a day.

  On the contrary, I choose to believe He is overjoyed when we 
choose to spend ANY time in His presence. And MORE than that, our 
souls reap benefits that I can not begin to tell you.

  You’ll have to find out for yourself. And I truly hope that you 
do. Every time I spend time in His presence, I kick myself for the times 
that I don’t. Because that is how good it is, how much better my day 
is!!

  AND…..It’s like a pebble dropped in a pool. The tiny ripples 
seem to go on forever. That joy the Holy Spirit deposits in you - it’s not 
just for you! The truth is you will never know how many people you 
touch if you will just open up a little.

  So why not try it? A few minutes in the morning can make an im-
mense difference in your day.

  The question is, when we do it and we know how wonderful it 
is, why do we ever stop?????

The rain on your windshield is like sin, and the windshield wipers are like God wiping 
our sins away.  Yet the rain keeps on coming.   What does that tell you?  We keep on 

sinning, and God just keeps on forgiving us.  In order to see the rainbow, you will en-
dure some rain.  We must continually come to the Lord and seek His forgiveness.
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 “The new year stands before us, like a chapter in a book, waiting to be written.” – Melody BeattiePage 8, The Black River Times

From Sunny 
Skidmore at 
KLID Radio

FOOD CAN BE 
YOUR MEDICINE

According to Dr. Assa on KLID
Radio 8 PM to 9 PM

Monday through Thursday.
Dr. Assa tells about how radishes
prevent cardiovascular diseases 
& how they aid in losing weight 

and also improves immunity
• Radish juice reduces pain &
swelling                                                                                                             
• Treats cancers like colon, 
stomach and oral cancer
• Decreases congestion in the 
respiratory system
• Regulates blood sugar levels 
for diabetics
• Relieves symptoms of con-
scription
• Treats urinary and kidney 
disorders
• Keeps skin moisturized and 
body hydrated
• Heals the symptoms of piles
• Aids in treatment of leuco-
derma
• Extremely useful in treating
jaundice
• And contains vitamin C, 
vitamin B6, and Folate, as well 
as minerals  such as potas-
sium, copper and calcium, 
dietary Fiber 6 %, Calories 
1%, Carbohydrate 1%
• And it also clears sinuses and 
can be used to aid against sore 
throat

CHRISTIAN ONE-LINERS

A PHYSICIAN ONCE SAID, 
“THE BEST MEDICINE FOR 

HUMANS IS LOVE.”  
SOMEONE ASKED, “WHAT 
IF IT DOESN’T WORK?”  HE 

SMILED AND SAID, 
“INCREASE THE DOSE.”

  

Agee Community Club
  The Agee Community Club held their Christmas party 
at Godfather’s Pizza on December 10th, 2021. In the spirit 
of the season we had a mystery hostess where everyone took 
part. Club President Cathy Womack opened the club meet-
ing with the ladies repeating the club motto, “When the 
heart is full of love the world is full of beauty”. 
  Invocation was given by Jenny Dobbs. Devotional: 
“Jesus is born” was read by Jeanie Figgins from Isaiah 9:2-6, 
Matthew 2:2, and Luke 2:11 followed by the Secretary and 
Treasurers reports, the club treasury bought the lunch for all 
attending this month. A thank you card was read by Nadine 
Johnson that was sent from Nickey Orton one of our club 
members, after the recent passing of her middle son. 
  Black River Times was handed out for both Novem-
ber and December to everyone and various articles were 
read. A poem was read by Michael Figgins from honor-
ary belated club member Orel Smith’s book of poetry titled, 
“What would he say”?
   Christmas Cards were exchanged, Bingo was played 
for white elephant items, and then there was a gift exchange. 
The sweatshirts we got with the clubs name were created 
from the vendor too small, so Figgins collected them and will 
make each lady a pillow instead. Hostess for January will be 
Cathy Womack. The group dismissed by repeating the club 
collect, “Be Still and Know that I am God”. 

Jeanie Figgins, Reporter

1.  Don’t let your worries get the best of you; remember, Moses 
started out as a basket case.

2.  Some people are kind, polite and sweet-spirited until you try to sit 
in their pews.

3.  Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors.

4.  The good Lord didn’t create anything without a purpose, but 
mosquitoes come close.

5.  When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll find God lives there.

6.  People are funny; they want the front of the bus, middle of the 
road, and back of the church.

7.  Opportunity may knock once, but temptation bangs on the front 
door forever.

8.  Quit griping about your church; if it was perfect, you couldn’t 
belong.

9.  We’re called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges.

10.  God himself doesn’t propose to judge a man until he is dead.  So 
why should you?

11.  Some minds are like concrete:   thoroughly mixed up and perma-
nently set.  

12.  Peace starts with a smile.

13.  Don’t know why some people change churches; what difference 
does it make which one you stay home from?

14.  Be ye fishers of men.  You can catch ‘em – He’ll clean ‘em.

15.  Don’t put a question mark where God put a period.

16.  Don’t wait for 6 strong men to take you to church.

17.  Forbidden fruits create many jams

18.  God loves everyone, but probably prefers “fruits of the spirit” 
over “religious nuts”!

19.  If God is your co-pilot, swap seats.

20.  Don’t give God instructions, just report for duty!

21.  The Will of God never takes you to where the Grace of God will 
not protect you.

22.  The best mathematical equation I have ever seen:  1 cross + 3 
nails = 4given.

Cheers to health, happiness, and prosperity!
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 “You can get excited about the future. The past won’t mind.” – Hillary DePiano January 2022, Page 9

Chicken-Fried Steak & Gravy
1-¼ cups all-purpose flour, 
        divided
2 large eggs
1-½ cups 2% milk, divided
4 beef cubed steaks, approx 6 oz ea

1-¼ tsp salt, divided
1 tsp pepper, divided
Oil for frying
1 cup water

Place 1 cup flour in a bowl. In a separate bowl, whisk eggs and ½  
cup milk until blended. Sprinkle steaks with ¾  tsp each salt and 
pepper. Dip in flour to coat both sides; shake off excess. Dip in egg 
mixture, then again in flour. In a large heavy skillet, heat ¼  in. oil 
over medium heat. Add steaks; cook until golden brown and  ther-
mometer reads 160 degrees F, 4-6 minutes on each side. Remove 
from pan; drain on paper towels. Keep them warm.  Remove all but 
2 TBSP oil from pan. Stir in the remaining ¼ cup flour, ½ tsp salt 
and ¼  tsp pepper until smooth; cook and stir over medium heat 
until golden brown, 3-4 minutes. Gradually whisk in water & re-
maining milk. Bring to a boil, stirring constantly; cook & stir until 
thickened, 1-2 minutes. Serve with steaks.

Onion Yorkshire Puddings
½ lb yellow onions,       
    thinly sliced
1 tsp salt, divided
¼ tsp pepper
2 TBSP butter

¾  cup plus 2 TBSP 
all-purpose flour
2 large eggs
¾  cup water
¾  cup 2% milk

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. In a large skillet, saute 
onions, ½  tsp salt and pepper in butter until tender but not 
browned. Divide this among eight 6-oz. ramekins or cus-
tard cups. Place on a baking sheet.  In a large bowl, com-
bine flour and remaining salt. Whisk the eggs, water and 
milk; whisk into flour mixture just until blended. Pour ¼  
cup into each ramekin. Bake 30-35 minutes or until puffed 
and golden brown. Serve immediately.

Pork Chops with Scalloped
Potatoes

3 TBSP butter
3 TBSP all-purpose flour
1-½  tsp salt
¼  tsp pepper
1 - 14½ oz can of chicken broth

6 pork rib or loin chops 3/4 in. 
thick
2 TBSP canola oil
6 cups thinly sliced peeled potatoes
1 medium onion, sliced
Paprika & minced fresh parsley

In saucepan, melt butter; stir in flour, salt, & pepper until smooth. 
Add broth then bring to a boil; cook & stir for 1 minute or til 
thickened. Remove from heat & set aside. In a large skillet, brown 
pork chops on both sides in oil; sprinkle with additional salt/pep-
per. In a greased 13x9-in. baking dish, layer potatoes & onion. 
Pour broth mixture over layers. Place pork chops on top. Cover 
& bake at 350 degrees F for 1 hour; uncover & bake 30 minutes 
longer or until meat & potatoes are tender. If desired, sprinkle w/ 
paprika & parsley. Enjoy!

1 cup Mayo
2 TBSP lemon juice
½  tsp pepper
¼  tsp garlic powder
¾ cup shredded cheddar 
cheese
*use low-sodium & low-fat 
broth and soup

1 ¼  lbs chopped fresh 
broccoli, cooked
3 cups cubed, cooked chicken
1 - 10 ¾  oz can condensed 
cream of chicken soup, 
undiluted
1 cup chicken broth
1 cup  mayonnaise

Chicken Divan Lite

Coat a 13-in. x 9-in. baking dish with nonstick spray. Ar-
range the broccoli in the dish; top with chicken. Combine 
the next six ingredients; pour over chicken. Sprinkle with 
cheese. Cover and bake at 350 degrees F for 30 minutes. 
Uncover; bake 5-10 minutes or until bubbly.
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BIBLE QUIZ 
ANSWERS

Blizzard

BOOTS

FROST

HOODIE

ICICLE

MITTENS

QUILT

SNOW

WINTER

SCARF

SKATE

WORD 
SCRAMBLE
ANSWERS

 “Every moment is a fresh beginning.” – T.S. EliotPage 10, The Black River Times

Poplar Bluff Square at the Rear of the Parking Lot

  “Nature has undoubtedly mastered the art of winter 
gardening and even the most experienced gardener can learn from the 

unrestrained beauty around them.”- Vincent A. Simeone GLOVES

FLURRY

SKATE

GLOVES

FLURRY

ARCTIC

FRIGID

CHILLY

FLEECE

COAT

  ABOUT DEAD PENGUINS

Did you ever wonder why there are no dead penguins on 
the ice in Antarctica ?   Where do they go?  Wonder no 
more!!!

It is a known fact that the penguin is a very ritualistic bird 
which lives an extremely ordered and complex life. The
penguin is very committed to its family and will mate for 
life, as well as maintain a form of compassionate contact 
with its offspring throughout its life.

If a penguin is found dead on the ice surface, other mem-
bers of the family and social circle have been known to dig 
holes in the ice, using their vestigial wings and beaks, until 
the hole is deep enough for the dead bird to be rolled into, 
and buried.

The male penguins then gather in a circle around the fresh 
grave and sing:

                              “Freeze a jolly good fellow.”
                              “Freeze a jolly good fellow.”

You really didn’t believe that I know anything about pen-
guins, did you?

It’s so easy to fool OLD people.  I am sorry, an urge came 
over me that made me do it!!!

Oh quit whining I fell for it, too

Social  State Anyone?
There are 8 levels of control that must be obtained before you are 
able to create a social state.  The first is the most important.

1) Healthcare — Control healthcare and you control the people

2) Poverty — Increase the Poverty level as high as possible, poor 
people are easier to control and will not fight back if you are provid-
ing everything for them to live.

3) Debt — Increase the debt to an unsustainable level. That way 
you are able to increase taxes, and this will produce more poverty.

4) Gun Control — Remove the ability to defend themselves from 
the Government. That way you are able to create a police state.

5) Welfare — Take control of every aspect of their lives (Food, 
Housing, and Income).

6) Education — Take control of what people read and listen to — 
take control of what children learn in school.

7) Religion — Remove the belief in  God from the Government and 
schools.

8) Class Warfare — Divide the people into the wealthy and the 
poor. This will cause more discontent and it will be easier to tax the 
wealthy with the support of the poor.

ANY OF THIS SOUND FAMILIAR?

 1. d
 2. b
 3. c
 4. b
 5. c
 6. a
 7. c
 8. d
 9. b
10. a

Cryptogram Answer
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“The beginning is the most important part of the work.” – Plato January 2022, Page 11

Insight of a Salesman
  A pastor, while checking the church storeroom, discovered sev-
eral cartons of  new Bibles that had never been opened.  At his Sun-
day sermon, he asked for three volunteers from the congregation who 
would be willing to sell the bibles door-to-door for $10 each to raise the 
desperately needed money for the church.
  Bill, Sid, and Tom all raised their hands to volunteer for the 
task. The minister knew that Bill and Sid earned their living as sales-
men and were likely capable of  selling some Bibles, but he had serious 
doubts about Tom, a local farmer who had always kept to himself  
because he was embarrassed by his speech impediment.
  Poor Tom stuttered badly, but not wanting to discourage Tom, 
the minister decided to let him try anyway. He sent the three of  them 
away with the back seat of  their cars stacked with Bibles. He asked 
them to meet with him and report the results of  their door-to-door 
selling efforts the following Sunday. Anxious to find out how success-
ful they were, the minister immediately asked Bill, "Well, Bill, how did 
you make out selling our Bibles last week?"
  Proudly handing the reverend an envelope, Bill replied, "Us-
ing my sales prowess, I was able to sell 20 bibles, and here's the $200 I 
collected on behalf  of  the church." "Fine job, Bill!" The minister said, 
shaking his hand. "You are indeed a fine salesman and the church is in-
debted to you." Turning to Sid the pastor said, "Sid, how many Bibles 
did you sell for the church last week?" Sid, smiling and sticking out 
his chest, confidently replied, "I am a professional salesman. I sold 28 
Bibles on behalf  of  the church and $280 I collected." The minister re-
sponded, "That's absolutely splendid, Sid. You are truly a professional 
salesman and the church is indebted to you."
  Apprehensively, the minister said to Tom, "Tom, did you manage 
to sell any Bibles this week?" Tom silently offered the minister a large 
envelope. The minister opened it and counted the contents. "What is 
this?" the minister exclaimed. "Tom, there's $3200 in here! Are you 
suggesting that you sold 320 bibles for the church, door-to-door, in just 
one week?"
  Tom just nodded. "That's impossible!" both Bill and Sid said in 
unison. "We are professional salesmen, yet you claim to have sold 10 
times as many bibles as we could." "Yes, this does seem unlikely," the 
minister agreed. "I think you'd better explain how you managed to ac-
complish this, Tom."
  Tom shrugged. "I-I-I re-re-really do-do-don't kn-kn-know f-f-f-
for sh-sh-sh-sure," he stammered. Impatiently, Peter interrupted, "For 
crying out loud, Tom, just tell us what you said to them when they 
answered the door!" "A-a-a-all I-I-I s-s-said wa-wa-was," Louis replied, 
"W-w-w-w-would y-y-y-you l-l-l-l-l-like t-t-to b-b-b-buy th-th-th-this 
b-b-b-b-bible F-f-for t-t-ten b-b-b-bucks ---o-o-o-or--- wo-wo-would yo-
you j-j-just l-like m-m-me t-t-to st-st-stand h-h-here and r-r-r-r-r-read 
it t-to y-y-you??"

  Two friends were walking through the desert.  During 
some point of the journey, they had an argument and one 
friend slapped the other one in the face.  The one who got 
slapped was hurt, but without saying anything, he wrote in the 
sand, “Today my best friend slapped me in the face.”

  They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where 
they decided to take a bath.  The one who had been slapped 
got stuck in the mire and started drowning, but his friend saved 
him.

  After he recovered from the near drowning, he wrote 
on a stone, “Today my best friend saved my life.” The friend 
who had slapped and saved his best friend asked him, “After I 
hurt you , you wrote in the sand and now, you write on a stone.  
Why?”

  The friend replied, “When someone hurts us, we should 
write it down in sand, where winds of forgiveness can erase it 
away.  But, when someone does something good for us, we 
must engrave in stone where no wind can ever erase it.

  Learn to write your hurts in the sand and to carve your 
benefits in stone.  They say it takes a minute to find a special 
person, an hour to appreciate them, a day to love them, but 
then, an entire life to forget them.

May Your Messages Be in Stone



“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.” – C.S. LewisPage 12, The Black River Times


