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Merry Christmas
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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“Christmas is the day that holds all time together.” - Alexander SmithPage 2, The Black River Times

          

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

From the Kitchen of
Laura L. Chatman

Antipasto Wreath

1 bunch fresh rosemary
1 1/2 c. cubed cheddar
15 slices salami
4 oz. block blue cheese
1 small bunch grapes
1 Fuji, Gala or Honeycrisp    
apple

8 oz. prosciutto, rolled into 
bunches
1 small round goat cheese
1/2 c. cured olives
Toast baguette or crackers, 
for serving

  As I walked home one freezing day, I stumbled on a wallet someone had lost 
in the street. I picked it up and looked inside to find some identification so I could 
call the owner. But the wallet contained only three dollars and a crumpled letter that 
looked as if it had been in there for years.
  The envelope was worn and the only thing that was legible on it was the 
return address. I started to open the letter, hoping to find some clue. Then I saw the 
date 1924. The letter had been written sixty years ago.
  It was written in a beautiful feminine handwriting on powder blue stationery 
with a little flower in the left-hand corner. It was a “Dear John” letter that told the 
recipient, whose name appeared to be Michael, that the writer could not see him any 
more because her mother forbade it.  she wrote that she would always love him. It 
was signed, Hannah.  It was a beautiful letter, but there was no way except for the 
name Michael, that the owner could be identified. Maybe if I called information, the 
operator could find a phone listing for the address on the envelope.
  “Operator,” I began, “this is an unusual request. I’m trying to find the owner 
of a wallet that I found. Is there anyway you can tell me if there is a phone number 
for an address that was on an envelope in the wallet?”
  She suggested I speak with her supervisor, who hesitated for a moment then 
said, “Well, there is a phone listing at that address, but I can’t give you the number.” 
She said, as a courtesy, she would call that number, explain my story and would ask 
them if they wanted her to connect me. I waited a few minutes and then she was 
back on the line. “I have a party who will speak with you.”
  I asked the woman on the other end of the line if she knew anyone by the 
name of Hannah. She gasped, “Oh! We bought this house from a family who had a 
daughter named Hannah. But that was 30 years ago!”
  “Would you know where that family could be located now?” I asked.
  “I remember that Hannah had to place her mother in a nursing home some 
years ago,” the woman said. “Maybe if you got in touch with them they might be 
able to track down the daughter.”
  She gave me the name of the nursing home and I called the number. They 
told me the old lady had passed away some years ago but they did have a phone 
number for where they thought the daughter might be living. I thanked them and 
phoned.
  The woman who answered explained that Hannah herself was now living in 
a nursing home.  This whole thing was stupid, I thought to myself. Why was I mak-
ing such a big deal over finding the owner of a wallet that had only three dollars 
and a letter that was almost 60 years old? Nevertheless, I called the nursing home 
in which Hannah was supposed to be living and the man who answered the phone 
told me, “Yes, Hannah is staying with us. “
  Even though it was already 10 p.m., I asked if I could come by to see her. 
“Well,” he said hesitatingly, “if you want to take a chance, she might be in the day 
room watching television.”  I thanked him and drove over to the nursing home. The 
night nurse and a guard greeted me at the door. We went up to the third floor of the large 
building. In the day room, the nurse introduced me to Hannah.            continued on page  8

On a serving platter, arrange rosemary 
around the edge like a wreath. Inside, leav-
ing room for another ring and bread or crack-
ers in the middle, arrange cheddar, salami, 
grapes, prosciutto, goat cheese, and olives.  
Next, form more rosemary in a smaller 
wreath inside and place crostini or crackers in 
the center for serving.

True Love Story Written in 1984True Love Story Written in 1984
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“Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things in the world are the things we can’t see.” - The Polar Express December 2021, Page 3
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CRYPTOGRAM-CHRISTMAS 
UBGNHCYWH FWAQH W YWVNU FWTJ IAQG CBNH FIGRJ, 

WTJ MQBIRJ, QAQGECBNTV NH HIXCQG WTJ YIGQ MQWZC-

NXZR. -- TIGYWT ANTUQTC SQWRQ  

And here is your hint:  F = W

Word Scramble: 

ySnack Timec
Rice Krispy Snowballs

5 tbsp. butter
1 (10-oz.) bag marshmallows
1/2 c. smooth peanut butter
Pinch kosher salt
6 c. Rice Krispies cereal 
30 Reese’s Minis
1 1/2 c. melted white chocolate 
chips
Sprinkles for decorating with

In a large pot over medium-low heat, melt butter. 
Stir in marshmallows and peanut butter, and stir 
until mixture is melted. Remove from heat and stir 
in Rice Krispies. Let cool slightly.  Next, line a baking 
sheet with parchment. Flatten about a tablespoon 
amount of Rice Krispies and add a mini Reese’s in the 
middle and roll into a ball. Dip in melted chocolate, 
then place on prepared baking sheet. Sprinkle with 
sprinkles and repeat with remaining Rice Krispies. 
Refrigerate 20 minutes or until chocolate is set.
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 on page 10

“I like to compare the holiday season with the way a 
child listens to a favorite story. The pleasure is in the 

familiar way the story begins, the anticipation of 
familiar turns it takes, the familiar moments of 
suspense, and the familiar climax and ending.” 

– Fred Rogers



“R
em

em
be

r t
hi

s D
ec

em
be

r, 
th

at
 lo

ve
 w

ei
gh

s m
or

e t
ha

n 
go

ld
.” 

- J
os

ep
hi

ne
 D

as
ka

m
 B

ac
on

kids page
“Christmas is forever, not for just one day. For loving, sharing, giving, are not to put away.” - Norman Wesley BrooksPage 4, The Black River Times

Winter Wonderland

1. Who delivers Christmas presents to dogs? Santa 
Paws.
2. What kind of photos do elves take? Elfies!
3. Why didn’t the tree get a present? It was on the 
knotty list.
4. How much did Santa’s sleigh cost? Nothing! It was 
on the house.
5. What do you call a snowman with a six-pack? The 
ab-dominal snowman.
6. Why didn’t Rudolph get a good report card? Be-
cause he went down in history.
7. Who is never hungry at Christmas? The turkey—

he’s always stuffed!
8. How do you know when Santa’s around? You sense 
his presents. (presence)
9. Why was the Gingerbread Man robbed? Because of 
all his dough.
10. Why did everyone think Frosty the Snowman was 
in a fight? He had two black eyes.
11. What do you get when Santa goes down the chim-
ney when it’s still lit? A Crisp Kringle
12. Knock, Knock.  Who’s there?  Ho Ho. Ho Ho who?  
Your Santa impression needs a little work!

13. What do Santa’s little helpers like to 
eat on a cold day at the North Pole? Elf-abet soup
14. What is a Christmas tree’s favorite candy? Orna-
mints!
15. What is Santa Claus’ laundry detergent of choice? 
Yule-Tide
16. How does a snowman get to work? He rides an 
icicle.
17. How does a snow globe feel around the holidays? 
A little shaken.
18. Knock, Knock. Who’s there?  Lettuce. Lettuce 
who?  Lettuce put on Christmas music and start deco-

rating for Christmas.
19. Where do snowmen keep their money? At the local 
snow bank.
20. How do sheep wish each other happy holidays? 
Merry Christmas to ewe.
21. What do reindeer hang on their Christmas trees? 
Horn-aments
22. Why does Santa like surfing the internet so much? 
Because he enjoys all the cookies.
23. Why do mummies like Christmas so much? Be-
cause of all the wrapping!

Snowflake 
Merry Christmas 
Snowman
Nutcracker 
Fruitcake 
Yuletide
Tinsel 
Mistletoe 
Pinecone
Wintertime 
Quilt 
Jack Frost
Presents 
Joseph 
Ornaments

Jesus 
Ribbons 
Sweater
Elves 
Santa 
Christmas Eve
Longjohns 
Toboggan 
Wreath
Boxing Day 
Reindeer 
Manger
Hockey 
Frankincense 
Eggnog

Caroling 
Christmas 
Peppermint
Mary 
December 
Hibernate
Hot chocolate 
Advent 
Myrrh
Skate 
Bethlehem 
Sugarplum
Snowstorm 
Mittens 
Wise men

Start

Finish

Christmas 2017
K. Khalid

14

7

8

9

21

4

12

13

10

65

3

11

Across
1 You better watch out, you 

better not cry, you better 
not pout, I'm telling you 
why:  _______.is coming to 
town! (2 Words) 

4 Frosty the Snowman, is a 
fairytale, they say. He was  
______, but the children 
know he came to life one 
day. (3 Words) 

6 These glittery decorations 
are called icicles or "_____". 

9 I want a _____ for 
Christmas! 

12 It's fun to sing, "Dashing 
through the snow,in a one 
horse _______, o'er the 
fields we go. . . " (2 Words) 

13 Reindeer who has a red 
nose. 

14 You want to leave _____ for 
Santa to snack on when he 
visits. (3 Words) 

Down
2 A Christmas Story warns if 

you have a BB gun, "You'll 
________ out!" (3 Words) 

3 Many families make rocky 
road ____ at Christmastime. 

5 He gets left alone at home 
and has to defend himself 
against two burglers. 

7 We wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a ______! (3 
Words) 

8 This train will take you to the 
North Pole! (2 Words) 

10 Snowman that comes to life 
with a top hat. 

11 Including Rudolph, how many 
reindeer were there? 



For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:11
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1.) A prophet foretold the 
birth of Jesus, but what was 
his name?
A. Enoch
B. Hosea
C. Obadiah
D. Isaiah

2.) In which gospel do we 
learn about the birth of 
Jesus?
A. Mark
B. Luke
C. Matthew
D. John

3.) What angel visited 
Mary concerning the birth 
of Jesus?
A. Raphael
B. Gabriel
C. Azriel
D. Uriel

4.) Where did Mary and 
Joseph travel to take the 
Roman Census?
A. Galilee
B. Babel
C. Bethlehem
D. Jerusalem

5.) Where exactly was 
Jesus born?
A.  In a manger
B.  At an inn
C.  In a temple
D.  In a barn

6.) According to Luke, on 
the night of Jesus’ birth, by 
whom was he visited?
A. The Magi
B. Caesar Augustus
C. Shepherds
D. The Innkeeper

7.) How many wise men 
brought gifts to Jesus?
A. The Bible never says
B. None
C. 2
D. 3

8.) Who diligently asked 
the wise men about baby 
Jesus?
A. King Elias
B. King Pilate
C. King Herod
D. King David

9.) How many siblings did 
Jesus have in total?
A. 2
B. 4
C. 6
D. 8

 10.) We celebrate the birth 
of Christ on December 
25, but what date does the 
Bible state that Jesus was 
actually born?
A. December 24
B. December 25
C. December 26
D. Not specified

 “A joy that is shared is a joy made double.” — John Roy December 2021, Page 5

Bible Quiz

2 Timothy 3:1-5

(1) This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come. (2) For men shall be lovers of their own

selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, (3) Without

natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, (4)
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God; (5) Having a form of godliness, but

denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
K J V
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“Christmas, my child, is love in action.  Every time we love, every time we give, it’s Christmas.” - Dale EvansPage 6, The Black River Times

Who is St. Nicholas?
 Born in Patras, Lycia, in Asia Minor, his father was 
a very wealthy bishop and his mother a holy woman.  As 
a baby, he refused food except once on Wednesday and 
once on Friday.  As a child, he wasn’t interested in games 
but was devoted to the study and understanding of the 
Scriptures.  Because of his remarkable babyhood and 
childhood, he was accepted in later years as the 
patron saint of children.  Doctor Clement Moore told his 
own children the story of St. Nicholas and read a poem, 
which was copied and sent to the editor of The Troy Sen-
tinel and published December 23, 1823.  We now know 
this story as, “The Night Before Christmas”.

Holidays: December
  1 Eat a Red Apple Day
  4 Santa’s List Day
  6 St Nicholas Day
  7 Pearl Harbor Day
  8 National Brownie Day
  9 Christmas Card Day
12 Poinsettia Day
14 Roast Chestnuts Day
17 National Maple Syrup Day

19 Look For An Evergreen  
     Day
20 Go Caroling Day
21 Winter Solstice
24 Christmas Eve
25 Christmas Day
26 National Candy Cane      
    Day & Boxing Day
30 Bacon Day
31 New Year’s Eve

The purpose 
of the United 

States 
Constitution 
is to limit the 
power of the 
Federal Gov-
ernment, NOT 
the American 

people.

“The government has a bank ac-

count with no money in it, just an 

unlimited overdraft and WE’RE 

the collateral.  We pick up the tab 

when they’re done spending, have 

no say over how it’s spent, and if 

we don’t pay, they lock us up.  It 

sounds like an abusive relationship 

to me . . . “

QUOTES FROM 
THE PAST

“I am commited against everything which, 
in my judgment, may weaken, endanger, 
or destroy the Constitution, and especially 
against all extension of Executive power; 
and I am committed against any attempt 
to rule the free people of this country by the 
power and the patronage of the Government 
itself.”  --Daniel Webster

“In questions of power, then, let no more be 
heard of confidence in men, but bind him 
down from mischief by the chains of the 
Constitution.” -- Thomas Jefferson



“I’ve realized that som
etim

es you get no second chance and that it’s best to accept the gifts the world offers you.”--Paulo Coelho
 
 

LORI 
JORDAN

As we head into the 
New Year, I’ve reflected 
on a few things that 
maybe you haven’t heard 
about that could be quite 
helpful to you in a num-
ber of different ways. 

I know we all spend too 
much time on our elec-
tronic devices, but what 
about an app that would 
help you spend LESS 
time?

It’s called Otter. Origi-
nally designed to record 
and transcribe meet-
ing notes (which it does 
extremely well - about 
95% accuracy) - there are 
many other uses for this 
neat little app.

Want to quickly journal 
your private thoughts? 
Speak into it and it magi-
cally transcribes them.

Want to record a pre-
cious conversation with 
your parents you only 
visit a few times a year?

How about a serious 
doctor’s visit?

You see how the list 

could go on and on. If there 
are two speakers, it lists the 
speakers as Speaker One 
and Speaker Two. You can 
go in and edit the notes at 
your leisure. The free ver-
sion allows you to record 
up to 600 minutes every 
month and then resets. 

Another app has to do 
with self care. What is that 
you may ask? 

EXACTLY. 

If you are going to be on 
your phone anyhow, why 
not take a few minutes to 
get to know YOU better, by 
connecting with this cute 
little Finch (the name of the 
app) that you get to name. 

Finch was started in May 
of this year by 2 friends 
Nino Aquinas & Stephanie 
Yuan who struggled with 
anxiety and depression and 
found self care challenging 
to stick with. They decided 
to build Finch with the mis-
sion to make self care fun 
and accessible after seeing 
many others share similar 
struggles. 

Finch has a mood tracker, 
helps you set goals, spits 
out motivational quotes, 
gives you guiding breath-
ing exercises for calming 
your nerves or energizing  
your mind, and provides a 
place to journal. 

Finch uses analytics from 
your journaling and it’s 
insightful quizzes to shape 
your Finch and provide 
insight to your mental well-

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

“Let us keep Christmas beautiful without a thought of greed.” - Ann Garnett Schultz December 2021, Page 7

being. It’s actually a lot 
more fun and calm-
ing than I can make it 
sound here. And if you 
like birds, that’s a plus! 

We can all use more 
self care and this is an 
easy way to start. 

I also think this would 
be great for seniors 
who are living alone. 
Finch starts to feel like 
a little pet that you 
want to pay atten-
tion to and tell your 
thoughts to. Maybe 
they wouldn’t feel so 
alone. To that end 
(monitored by parents 
of course) it would be 
a great tool for young 
children to learn to 
journal their moods 
rather than act them 
out. 

Yes, it would be a 
perfect world if we 
could all sit down for 
a half hour or so ev-
ery day and pull out 
a notebook and write 
down our feelings. But 
that is not practical for 
everyone. These two 
apps might make it 
easier for some people 
and might make a 
huge difference in their 
mental health.

This is one habit I can 
get into and keep go-
ing in the New Year. 

Thanks to my sister 
Kristy for introducing 
them to me. 

1 (16 oz) pkg dry corn 
bread mix
2 TBSP butter
1/2 cup chopped 
celery
1 onion, diced

2 eggs, beaten
2 cups cicken stock
2 TBSP dried sage
Salt & pepper to 
taste

 CORNBREAD DRESSING 

Make the corn bread mix according to package 
directions.  Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease one 9x13 
inch baking dish. In a large skillet over medium 
heat, melt the butter & saute the celery & onion 
until soft. 

In a large bowl, combine the celery, onions, 3 cups 
crumbled corn bread, eggs, chicken stock, sage, salt 
and pepper (to taste); mix well. Place into prepared 
dish & bake at 350°F for 30 minutes.
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AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB

The Agee Community Club met 
at Godfather’s Pizza on Novem-
ber 10th, 2021 to celebrate 
the clubs 89th anniversary and 
that the club has never missed 
having a monthly meeting. 

Hostess for this meeting was 
Nadine Johnson. Club president 
Cathy Womack opened the 
meeting with the ladies repeat-
ing the club motto “When the 
heart is full of love the world 
is full of beauty”. Invocation 
was offered by Michael Fig-
gins, son and guest of member 
Jeanie Figgins. Devotional was 
read by Jenny Dobbs from 
Ephesians 3:1-5 “The mystery 
revealed”. 

Roll call was answered with 
memories of club meetings 
past. Secretary and Treasurers 
reports were read by Jeanie 
Figgins. 

A sympathy card and glass 
angel was given to the Orton 
family as they recently lost 
their middle son. Perfect atten-
dance was earned by Johnson 
and Jeanie Figgins. Johnson was 
the only one who brought a 
needlework project, and won 
the prize of $5.00. 

Club officers took office for 
the New Year at this meeting. 
Figgins brought cupcakes to 

celebrate the anniversary from 
Donut House. Meeting bylaws 
and rules were read, Dobbs 
became a new member. 

The meeting for next month 
will have a mystery hostess 
and a $5.00 Christmas gift 
exchange plus a white elephant 
exchange in lieu of a door 
prize. 

A poem from belated honorary 
club member Orel Smiths book 
titled, “Dear Friend”, was read 
by Marilyn Johnson. Magazines 
were exchanged, and bingo was 
played until everyone had won 
something. 

Guests were Michael Figgins 
and Marilyn Johnson. The club 
dismissed with the repeating of 
the club collect, “Be Still and 
Know that I am God”. Psalms 
46:20.

Jeanie Figgins, Reporter

“You know you’re getting old when Santa starts looking younger.” — Robert PaulPage 8, The Black River Times

From Sunny 
Skidmore at 
KLID Radio

The foods to help cope 
against depression are:

Mushrooms, spinach, 
chicken, fish, and turkey.  
Also, 3 to 4 squares of 
dark chocolate as well 
as vitamins B6 and D3.

If you’re on medicine, 
ask your doctor about 
taking these vitamins. 

To help lower high blood 
pressure, try Balsamic 

vinegar and some garlic.

Cinnamon helps against 
diabetes according to 

Pharmacist Ben as well 
as GCN Chromium and 
also Vanadium, which 
can be found in mush-
rooms, shellfish, black 

pepper, parsley, dill 
weed, carrots, cabbage, 
tomatoes, radishes and 

onions.

For more info from 
Pharmacist Ben, tune 
in to his show in KLID 
between 7 and 8 PM 

Monday through Friday 
and Dr. Assa’s show on 
GCN on KLID Monday 
through Friday at 8 to 9 

PM.

This information 
is not to take the 

place of your 
doctor’s advice.

True Love Story continued from page 2

  She was a sweet, silver-haired old timer with a warm smile and a twinkle 
in her eye. I told her about finding the wallet and showed her the letter. The second 
she saw the powder blue envelope with that little flower on the left, she took a deep 
breath and said, “Young man, this letter was the last contact I ever had with Mi-
chael.”
  She looked away for a moment deep in thought and then said Softly, “I 
loved him very much. But I was only 16 at the time and my mother felt I was too 
young. Oh, he was so handsome. He looked like Sean Connery, the actor.” “Yes,” 
she continued. “Michael Goldstein was a wonderful person. If you should find him, 
tell him I think of him often. And,” she hesitated for a moment, almost biting her lip, 
“tell him I still love him. You know,” she said smiling as tears began to well up in her 
eyes, “I never did marry. I guess no one ever matched up to Michael...”
  I thanked Hannah and said goodbye. I took the elevator to the first floor 
and as I stood by the door, the guard there asked, “Was the old lady able to help 
you?”  I told him she had given me a lead. “At least I have a last name. But I think 
I’ll let it go for a while. I spent almost the whole day trying to find the owner of this 
wallet.” I had taken out the wallet, which was a simple brown leather case with red 
lacing on the side. When the guard saw it, he said, “Hey, wait a minute! That’s Mr. 
Goldstein’s wallet. I’d know it anywhere with that bright red lacing. He’s always los-
ing that wallet. I must have found it in the halls at least three times.”
  “Who’s Mr. Goldstein?” I asked as my hand began to shake.  “He’s one of 
the old timers on the 8th floor. That’s Mike Goldstein’s wallet for sure. He must have 
lost it on one of his walks.” I thanked the guard and quickly ran back to the nurse’s 
office. I told her what the guard had said. We went back to the elevator and got on. I 
prayed that Mr. Goldstein would be up.
  On the eighth floor, the floor nurse said, “I think he’s still in the day room. 
He likes to read at night. He’s a darling old man.”   We went to the only room 
that had any lights on and there was a man reading a book. The nurse went over to 
him and asked if he had lost his wallet. Mr. Goldstein looked up with surprise, put his 
hand in his back pocket and said, “Oh, it is missing!”
  “This kind gentleman found a wallet and we wondered if it could be 
yours?” I handed Mr. Goldstein the wallet and the second he saw it, he smiled with 
relief and said, “Yes, that’s it! It must have dropped out of my pocket this afternoon. 
I want to give you a reward.”  “No, thank you,” I said. “But I have to tell you some-
thing. I read the letter in the hope of finding out who owned the wallet.”  The smile 
on his face suddenly disappeared. “You read that letter?”  “Not only did I read it, I 
think I know where Hannah is.”
  He suddenly grew pale. “Hannah? You know where she is? How is she? 
Is she still as pretty as she was? Please, please tell me,” he begged.  “She’s fine...just 
as pretty as when you knew her.” I said softly.  The old man smiled with anticipa-
tion and asked, “Could you tell me where she is? I want to call her tomorrow.” He 
grabbed my hand and said, “You know something, mister, I was so in love with that 
girl that when that letter came, my life literally ended. I never married. I guess I’ve 
always loved her.”  “Mr. Goldstein,” I said, “Come with me.”
  We took the elevator down to the third floor. The hallways were darkened 
and only one or two little night-lights lit our way to the day room where Hannah 
was sitting alone watching the television. The nurse walked over to her.  “Hannah,” 
she said softly, pointing to Michael, who was waiting with me in the doorway. “Do 
you know this man?”  She adjusted her glasses, looked for a moment, but didn’t say 
a word.  Michael said softly, almost in a whisper, “Hannah, it’s Michael. Do you 
remember me?”  She gasped, “Michael! I don’t believe it! Michael! It’s you! My 
Michael!”  He walked slowly towards her and they embraced. The nurse and I left 
with tears streaming down our faces.  “See,” I said. “See how the Good Lord works! 
If it’s meant to be, it will be.”
  About three weeks later I got a call at my office from the nursing home. 
“Can you break away on Sunday to attend a wedding? Michael and Hannah are going 
to tie the knot!”  It was a beautiful wedding with all the people at the nursing home 
dressed up to join in the celebration. Hannah wore a light beige dress and looked 
beautiful. Michael wore a dark blue suit and stood tall.
  They made me their best man. The hospital gave them their own room and 
if you ever wanted to see a 76-year-old bride and a 79-year-old groom acting like two 
teenagers, you had to see this couple.
  A perfect ending for a love affair that had lasted nearly 60 years.

 

I may not be the most impor-
tant person in your life . . . I 

just hope that when you hear 
my name . . . you smile and say 

“That’s My Friend!”



“Every gift w
hich is given, even though it be sm

all, is in reality great, if it is given w
ith affection.” —

 Pindar

 

1 1/2 lbs red-skinned potatoes, 
quartered, with skin (about 1 1/2-
inch pieces)
Kosher salt, plus 1 tsp
3 pieces bacon, cut into 1 inch 
pieces

 
1 - 2 TBSP unsalted butter or oil
2 TBSP chopped flat-leaf parsley 
leaves
1 to 2 large cloves garlic, minced
Freshly ground black pepper

Put potatoes & salt in a medium saucepan, covering with cold water. Bring to 
a boil over high heat & simmer for 1 minute, then drain. Pat dry. Meanwhile, put 
bacon in a well seasoned cast iron skillet or a saute pan over medium-low heat, & 
cook until nearly all the fat has rendered and the bacon is crispy & browned, about 
5 minutes. Remove bacon & set aside on a paper towel lined plate. Add the 1 - 2 
TBSP of butter or oil to the remaining bacon fat. Increase the heat to medium. Add 
potatoes, positioning them in the pan so the cut sides get nice and brown. Cook, 
turning only as needed, until the potatoes are golden brown, about 15 minutes. Stir 
in the parsley, garlic, and bacon and stir until fragrant and lightly browned. Season 
with 1 teaspoon of salt & pepper. Enjoy!

Crispy Potatoes with Bacon, Garlic, & Parsley

2 x 14oz cans sweetened condensed coconut milk  ¼  tsp salt
8 oz white chocolate, finely chopped  ⅓  cup flaked coconut, toasted
⅔ cup butter, chopped   ½  cup baker’s sugar    
2 tbsp corn syrup    1 tsp silver cachous/dragées/edible sprinkles
1 tsp vanilla extract

Grease an 8 x 11in pan & line the base & sides with baking paper, allowing the edges to overhang.  
Place the condensed milk, butter, sugar, syrup, vanilla & salt in a large microwave-safe bowl. Micro-
wave on High, stirring every 2 minutes, for 14 minutes or until the mixture thickens slightly.  Add 
the chocolate to the fudge mixture & stir until smooth. Working quickly, pour the mixture into the 
prepared pan. Smooth the surface with a spoon. Sprinkle with the coconut & cachous/dragées/edible 
sprinkles. Set aside at room temperature for 30 minutes. Place in the fridge for 4 hours or until set.  

1 butternut squash 
2 tsp Dijon mustard 
2 tsp apple cider vinegar 
3 tsp fresh sage, chopped 
3 TBSP maple syrup 

3 TBSP unsalted 
butter 
3/8 tsp salt, divided
3/8 tsp pepper, divided 
Garnish: fresh sage

“Perhaps the best Yuletide decoration is being wreathed in smiles.” — Evelyn Goode December 2021, Page 9

Preheat oven to 425°F.  Peel butternut squash down to the bright orange flesh. 
Cut top & bottom off, then cut down the middle to form two halves. Scoop out 
seeds & discard.  Coat sheet pan with cooking spray. Place squash halves face 
down. Spray squash with cooking spray, & top with 1/8 tsp each of salt & pepper. 
Roast squash for 15 minutes. While squash is roasting, combine Dijon, vinegar, 
sage, maple syrup, & ¼ tsp each of salt & pepper in a small bowl. Remove squash 
from oven, & place halves on a cutting board. Slice the flesh into ¼ inch slices, tak-
ing care not to cut through to the bottom. Return to oven. Place butter into a skillet 
& heat gently until it is browned. Whisk butter into mustard & vinegar mixture. 
After 30 minutes of roasting, remove squash from oven & drizzle with half of the 
butter sauce. Return to oven. Roast for a final 15 minutes, remove squash & drizzle 
with remaining mixture. Sprinkle with sage. Serve warm.

Hasselback Butternut Squash 
With MapleBrown Butter Sauce

Microwave Christmas Coconut Fudge

Air Fryer Herbed Turkey Breast

1 TBSP butter, softened   ½ tsp chopped fresh thyme leaves
1 bone-in skin-on turkey breast half   ½ tsp chopped fresh sage leaves
(2 to 2 1/2 lb), patted dry   ¼ tsp ground pepper
1 tsp salt

Cut 8-inch round of parchment paper; place in bottom of air fryer 
basket. Spray with cooking spray.  Rub softened butter on all sides of 
turkey breast; season with salt, herbs & pepper. Place skin side up in 
basket of air fryer. Set to 325°F; cook 30 minutes. Carefully turn breast 
over. Cook 27 to 32 minutes (internal temperature is 165°F). Remove 
from basket; let stand 10 minutes before slicing.  Enjoy!
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BIBLE QUIZ 
ANSWERS

PRESENT
RIBBON
SANTA
JESUS

LIGHTS
MITTENS

JOLLY
SILVER
GOLD

FROSTY
COOKIE
CANDY
BOOTS
BELLS

ANGEL
TINSEL

IVY
HOLLY

WORD
SCRAMBLE
ANSWERS

“May you never be too grown up to search the skies on Christmas Eve.” - Mary ScottPage 10, The Black River Times

Poplar Bluff Square at the Rear of the Parking Lot

  Old folks are worth a fortune:  with silver in their hair, 
gold in their teeth, stones in their kidneys, lead in their feet 
and gas in their stomachs.

 I have become a lot more social with the passing of the 
years; some might even call me a frivolous old gal.  I’m seeing 
five gentlemen every day.

 As soon as I wake, Will Power helps me get out of bed.  
Then I go to see John.  Then Charley Horse comes along, 
and when he is here, he takes a lot of my time and attention.  
When he leaves, Arthur Ritis shows up and stays the rest of 
the day.  (He doesn’t like to stay in one place very long, so he 
takes me from joint to joint).  After such a busy day, I’m re-
ally tired and glad to go to bed - with Ben Gay.  What a life!

 P.S.  The preacher came to call the other day.  He said 
that at my age, I should be thinking about the hereafter.  I 
told him I do - all the time.  No matter where I am - in the 
parlor, upstairs in the kitchen or down in the basement - I 
ask myself, “Now, what am I here after?”
 --Roberta (Nash) Burton

Cryptogram Answer
Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and 
behold, everything is softer and more beautiful.
--Norman Vincent Peale

Old Folks are worth a fortune

Christmas Crossword 
Answers
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Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

“Teacher says every time a bell rings, an angel gets his wings.” - Zuzu Bailey December 2021, Page 11

The first cordless 
phone was created 
by God.  He named 
it “Prayer”.  It never 

loses its signal and you 
never have to recharge 

it.  Use it anywhere!

 Billy Graham’s Prayer 
For Our Nation

THIS MAN SURE HAS A GOOD VIEW OF WHAT'S HAPPENING
 TO OUR COUNTRY!

  'Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness 
and to seek your direction and guidance. We know Your Word says, 'Woe to 
those who call evil good,' but that is exactly what we have done. 

  We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values. We 
have exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We have rewarded laziness 
and called it welfare. We have killed our unborn and called it choice. We have 
shot abortionists and called it justifiable. We have neglected to discipline 
our children and called it building self esteem. We have abused power and 
called it politics. We have coveted our neighbor's possessions and called it 
ambition. We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called 
it freedom of expression. We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our 
forefathers and called it enlightenment. Search us, Oh God, and know our 
hearts today; cleanse us from sin and set us free. Amen!'

  With the Lord's help, may this prayer sweep over our nation and whole-
heartedly become our desire so that we once again can be called 'One nation 
under God!' Think about this: If you tell others to read this prayer think what 
a difference it might make. 'One Nation Under God!' 

Is everything 
expensive, or am I 

just poor?

Something to Think About
“When even one American - who has done nothing wrong 
- is forced by fear to shut his mind and close his mouth - 
then all Americans are in peril.” -Harry S Truman

These three, short sentences below tell you a lot about the direction of our current 
government and cultural environment:

* We are advised to NOT judge ALL protesters by the actions of a few luna-
tics, but we are encouraged to judge ALL gun owners by the actions of a few 
lunatics.

Funny how that works.

* Seems we constantly hear about how Social Security is going to run out of 
money.  How come we never hear about welfare or food stamps running out of 
money?

What is  interesting is the first group 
“worked for”their money, but the second did not.

Think about it . . . Last, but not least:
* Why are we cutting benefits for our veterans, no pay raises for our military 
and cutting our army to a level lower than before WWII, but we are not stopping 
the payments to illegal aliens?  

Am I the only one missing something?



“For it is in giving that we receive.” - Francis of AssisiPage 12, The Black River Times

Once a government is committed to the 
principle of silencing the voice of opposi-
tion, it has only one way to go, and that is 
down the path of increasingly repressive 

measures, until it becomes a source of ter-
ror to all its citizens and creates a country 

where everyone lives in fear.”  
--Harry S. Truman


