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O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain! 

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee

And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for pilgrim feet
Whose stern impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare of freedom beat 

Across the wilderness!
America! America!

God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 

Thy liberty in law!

O beautiful for heroes proved
In liberating strife.
Who more than self 
their country loved

And mercy more than life! 
America! America!

May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness

And every gain divine!

O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee

And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!

O beautiful for halcyon skies, 
For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties 
Above the enameled plain! 

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee

Till souls wax fair as earth and air
And music-hearted  sea!

O beautiful for pilgrims feet, 
Whose stem impassioned stress 

A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness!

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee 

Till paths be wrought through 
wilds of thought

By pilgrim foot and knee!
 

O beautiful for glory-tale
Of liberating strife 

When once and twice, for man’s avail
Men lavished precious life! 

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee 

Till selfish gain no longer stain 
The banner of the free!

O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 

Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America!
God shed his grace on thee

Till nobler men keep once again
Thy whiter jubilee!

Once a government is committed to the principle of silenc-
ing the voice of opposition it has only one way to go and that 
is down the path of increasingly repressing measures, until it 
becomes a source of terror to all its citizens and creates a coun-
try where everyone lives in fear of said government.
 ~ Harry S. Truman

They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little tempo-
rary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety
 ~ Benjamin Franklin

No man’s Life, Liberty, or Properly are safe while the legislature 
is in session
 ~ Mark Twain

When government takes away citizens right to bear arms it 
becomes a citizens duty to take away government’s right to gov-
ern.
 ~ George Washington

The rights of man comes not from generosity of the state, but 
from the hand of GOD 
 ~ John F. Kennedy

The American Revolution was a beginning, not a consumma-
tion.   ~Woodrow Wilson

This nation will remain the land of the free only so long as it is 
the home of the brave. 
 ~Elmer Davis

America the Beautiful
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Kitchen corner

809 West Pine
Poplar Bluff, Mo.

One-stop Shopping for Nurses
Across from Catholic Church

Scrubs in sizes XS-5X
Special Order Cherokee & Dickies

Stethoscopes, Covers & Cases, Blood Pressure Cuffs
T-Shirts, Shoes, Socks, Jewelry, Cancer Awareness Tops & Sets

(573) 686-7267
Email: qualityuniforms1@aol.com Owner: Terry Smith

LASAGNA
     1 lb. bulk pork sausage or ground beef
     1/2 c. chopped onion
     1 clove garlic, minced
1 (16 oz.) can tomatoes, cut up
1 (8 oz.) can tomato sauce
1 (6 oz.) can tomato paste
2 tsp. dried basil, crushed
1 tsp. salt

8 oz. lasagna noodles
1 Tbsp. cooking oil
2 eggs
2 1/2 c. Ricotta or cream-style cottage cheese
3/4 c. grated Parmesan or Romano cheese
2 Tbsp. dried parsley flakes
1 lb. Mozzarella cheese, thinly sliced

Cook meat, onion and garlic until meat is browned. Drain off fat. Stir in the undrained 
tomatoes and the next 4 ingredients. Cover; simmer 15 minutes, stirring often.

Meanwhile, cook noodles until tender in boiling salted water with cooking
oil added. Drain; rinse noodles. Beat eggs; add Ricotta, 1/2 cup of the 
Parmesan or Romano, the parsley and 1/2 teaspoon pepper. 

Layer half of the noodles in a 13x9x2-inch baking dish. Spread with 
half of the Ricotta filling. Add half of the Mozzarella cheese and half 
of the meat sauce. Repeat layers. Sprinkle remaining Parmesan 
on top. 

Bake in a 375° oven for 30 to 35 minutes or until heated through. 
(Can be assembled earlier and kept refrigerated; bake 45 minutes 
or until hot.) Let stand 10 minutes before cutting.

Moderation and temper is always a virtue, Moderation in principle always a vice. ~ Thomas Payne

A Dish of ice creAm
In the days when an ice 
cream sundae cost much 
less, a 10 year old boy 
entered a hotel coffee shop 
and sat at a table. A wait-
ress put a glass of water in 
front of him.

“How much is an ice cream 
sundae?” “50 cents,” replied 
the waitress.

The little boy pulled his hand out of his 
pocket and studied a number of coins 
in it.

“How much is a dish of plain ice cream?” 
he inquired. Some people were now wait-
ing for a table and the waitress was a bit 

impatient. “35 cents,” she 
said brusquely.

The little boy again count-
ed the coins. “I’ll have the 
plain ice cream,” he said.

The waitress brought the 
ice cream, put the bill 
on the table and walked 

away. The boy finished the ice cream, 
paid the cashier and departed.

When the waitress came back, she began 
wiping down the table and then swal-
lowed hard at what she saw. There, 
placed neatly beside the empty dish, 
were 15 cents – her tip.

MOM WROTE THIS FOR HER DAUGHTER TO READ WHEN SHE GETS OLD.
THIS IS GOLD.

My dear girl,
The day you see I’m get-
ting old, I ask you to 
please be patient, but 
most of all, try to under-
stand what I’m going 
through. If when we talk, 
I repeat the same thing 
a thousand times, don’t 
interrupt to say: “You 
said the same thing a 
minute ago”... just listen, 
please. Try to remember 
the times when you were 
little and I would read 
the same story night after 
night until you would fall 
asleep.

When I don’t want to 
take a bath, don’t be mad 
and don’t embarrass me. 
Remember when I had 
to run after you mak-
ing excuses and trying to 
get you to take a shower 
when you were just a girl?

When you see how igno-
rant I am when it comes 
to new technology, give 
me the time to learn and 
don’t look at me that 
way... remember, honey, 
I patiently taught you 
how to do many things 
like eating appropriately, 

getting dressed, combing 
your hair and dealing with 
life’s issues every day... the 
day you see I’m getting 
old, I ask you to please be 
patient, but most of all, 
try to understand what 
I’m going through.

If I occasionally lose track 
of what we’re talking 
about, give me the time to 
remember, and if I can’t, 
don’t be nervous, impa-
tient or arrogant. Just 
know in your heart that 
the most important thing 
for me is to be with you.

And when my old, tired 
legs don’t let me move as 
quickly as before, give me 
your hand the same way 
that I offered mine to you 
when you first walked. 
When those days come, 
don’t feel sad... just be 
with me, and understand  
me while I get to the end 
of my life with love. I’ll 
cherish and thank you for 
the gift of time and joy we 
shared. With a big smile 
and the huge love I’ve 
always had for you, I just 
want to say, I love you... 
my darling daughter.

John C. King
Independent Agent
Medicare Supplements
Guaranteed Issue Life

Nursing Home Care - Critical Illness

Local (573) 300-5088 2519 High St.
email: kingjohn742@gmail.com Poplar Bluff, MO 63901



Across:
  2. The “_____ Spangled 
Banner” was written by 
Francis Scott Key
  4. Hot dogs and ____ are 
great on the grill.
  6. July is a good time to 
pack up some food and take 
your family on a ____
  7. Going to swim at the 
____ is a great idea in the 
summer!
10. Dog days of summer are 
the _____days of summer.
11. Summer has the ____ 
days of the year.
13. July’s flower is the water 
____.
14 Long car _____ are part 
of the summer fun.

Down:
  1. Because schools let out 
in the summer, it is a com-
mon time for family _____.
  3. Summertime is also very 
popular _____ BBQ outside.
  5. Zodiac signs for July are 

Cancer and _____.
  8. People tend to play ____ 
more outdoors during the 
warmer weather of summer.
  9. Independence Day is 

____July 4.
12. July is the ____ month. 
June is the sixth.
15. The birthstone for July.

3

Is easy to take liberty for granted, w
hen you have never had it taken from

 you. 

kids page
Character is much easier kept than recovered. ~ Thomas Paine

Answers on page 9

KiDs JoKes

What did the tornado say to the sports car?
(Want to go for a spin!)

What’s a tornado’s favorite game?
(Twister!)

What happens when it rains cats and dogs?
(You might step in a poodle!)

Is it raining cats and dogs?
(It’s okay, as long as it doesn’t rein-deer!)

What bow can’t be tied?
(A rainbow!)

Why is it cold on Christmas?
(Because it’s in Decembrrrr!)

What did the lightning bolt say to the other lightning bolt?
(You’re shocking!)

What happens when fog lifts in southern California?
(UCLA!)

What type of lightning likes to play sports?
(Ball lightning!) 

What do teddy bears do when it rains?
(They get wet!) 

What did the hurricane say to the other hurricane?
(I have my eye on you!) 

What goes up when the rain comes down?
(An umbrella!) 

When does it rain money?
(When there’s change in the weather!)

What’s the difference between a horse and the weather?
(One is reined up and the other rains down!)

Why did the woman go outdoors with her purse open?
(Because she expected some change in the weather!)

What do you call it when it rains chickens and ducks?
(Foul weather!) 

What does a cloud wear under her raincoat?
(Thunderwear!) 

Why is Britain the wettest country?
(Because royalty has reigned there for years!)

What do you call a grizzly bear caught in the rain?
(A drizzly bear!)
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Across:
  3. The so-called “State 
of Independence,” ______ 
where the Declaration of 
Independence was debated 
and signed is home to 11 
places with the word “liberty” 
in their name and 33 with the 
word “union” in them.
  4. Thomas Jefferson changed 
the wording of the Declaration 
of Independence from “the pur-
suit of Property” to “the pursuit 
of____”.
  7. Due to concerns about 
cracking the iconic instrument, 
the ____ Bell has not been 
rung since 1846.
  8. The Bristol 4th of July 
Parade in Bristol _____, is the 
oldest Independence Day cel-
ebration in the US, held every 
year since 1785. (2 words)
11. The longest days of the 
year are found during _____.
14. The ruby symbolizes ____
16. The month of July was 
named after______. (2 words)
17. President ____ Coolidge was 
born on July 4.
19. 97% (190.7 million) of imported 
____ are from China.
21. The birthstone for July is the ___
22. 87.5% ($2.8 million) of imported 
U.S. flags are from _____.
23. 1 out of 8 signers of the 
Declaration of Independence were 
educated at _____. (7 total)
24. An estimated 150 million ____ 
will be consumed on July 4th. (2 
words)

Down:
  1. The color for July is ____.
  2. July 4th is known as _________. 

(2 words)
  5. Although six months have 
passed, July 1 is not the _____ of 
the year. The exact halfway point 
comes at 1pm on July 3 in a non-
leap year. (2 words)
  6. Those in construction take 
advantage of the warmer weather to 
lay ____, which cures more quickly 
in the warmer weather.
  9. Only two men signed the 
Declaration of Independence on 
July 4th 1776, ____ Hancock and 
Charles Thompson.
10. The birth flower for July is the 
_____. (2 words)
12. July 4 is also celebrated with 
flag ____ ceremonies.

13. July is the ____month, on aver-
age, in the Northern Hemisphere.
15. Before it was know as “July”, 
it had been known as____ (fifth) 
as it was the fifth month in the old 
calendar.
17. The first zodiac sign for July.
18. _____begin in early July, when 
the hot sultry weather of summer 
usually starts. (2 words)
20. “Yankee ____,” a popular 
American patriotic song, was origi-
nally sung prior to the Revolution by 
British military officers in mockery 
of the unorganized and buckskin-
wearing “Yankees”

Solution on page 9

CANE CREEK COMMUNITY CLUBTHE AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB

The Agee Community Club 
met on Friday June 12th, 
2015 at the Bread Company. 

Jeanie Figgins was this 
month’s hostess. Club 
President Cathy Womack 
opened the meeting with 
the ladies repeating the club 
motto, “When the heart 
is full of love the world 
is full of beauty”. Nadine 
Johnson offered the invoca-
tion. Nickey Orton read the 
devotional from Ephesians 
3:16-19. Figgins read the 
secretary and treasurers 
reports. There was no old or 
new business. 

Johnson handed out copies 
of the Black River Times. 
Roll call was answered 
with, “What is the funniest 
thing your Dad ever did?” 
Figgins read a poem by 

honorary retired club mem-
ber Orel Smith titled, “The 
Breeze & I”. Johnson, 
Womack and Orton took 
turns reading letters to the 
editor found in the Readers 
Digest May 2015 edition. 

Figgins gave a lesson on 
how to keep your garden 
green with half of the water, 
using broken charcoal bri-
quettes, found in the For 
Women First Magazine. 

Bite size candy bars were 
handed out to the ladies. 
Door prize winner was 
Orton. 

Hostess for July will be 
Womack. The ladies dis-
missed with the club collect, 
“Be still and know that I am 
God”, Psalm 46:10.

Jeanie Figgins, Reporter 

Our June 10th meeting was held in 
the home of Glenda Phillips with 7 
members and one visitor in atten-
dance.

Nancy Wujick was our hostess and 
her devotional was a poem “My 
Prayer” by Mrs. Mark Yoder. The 
thought for the day was “If we all 
threw our problems in a pile and 
saw everyone else’s, we’d grab ours 
back.” Regina Butt 

For roll call we answered with some-
thing silly about our Dad.

President Nancy Wujick asked for 
minutes of last meeting and trea-
surer’s report. Both approved as read. 
Our account balance was $8.85.  

Old  business – Marie Boxx reported 
that J C Penney store opened in 
Poplar Bluff September 24, 1926.

Nancy reported we gave 5 games and 
2 books to Recycling Grace.  Wilma 
Rains displayed the book “The Help” 

by Kathryn Stockett that the club will 
place in the Twin Towers library in 
memory of Lorene Tinker.  Glenda’s 
game was naming the 13 parts of the 
body spelled with 3 letters. Marie 
won with naming 9.

Our program this month was our tour 
of Earl & Mary Pennington’s home 
in the Thaddeus Sparkman house in 
the Cane Creek area. If not the oldest, 
it is one of the oldest residences in 
Butler County and was built in 1876. 
Earl & Mary were very gracious and 
patient in showing their home. 

Nancy led in our closing prayer and 
asked the blessing for our lunch pre-
pared by Glenda.

Our July meeting will be July 8th at 
11:00 a.m. at Twin Towers with Ruth 
Anderson as hostess. Wilma Rains 
will be in charge of the program and 
roll call will be “why or how we cel-
ebrate the Fourth of July.”
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Those who want to reap the benefits of this great nation must bear the fatigue of supporting it. ~ Thomas Payne

  

573-785-0907

West ProPerties

Home & APArtment rentAls 

MEMBER OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

A story to tell
A 24 year old boy seeing out from 
the train’s window shouted… “Dad, 
look the trees are going behind!” Dad 
smiled and a young couple sitting 
nearby, looked at the 24 year old’s 
childish behavior with pity, suddenly 
he again exclaimed…Dad, look the 
clouds are running with us!” The cou-
ple couldn’t resist and said to the old 
man…“Why don’t you take your son to 
a good doctor?” 

The old man smiled and said…“I did 
and we are just coming from the hos-
pital, my son was blind from birth, he 
just got his eyes today. 

Every single person on the planet has 
a story. Don’t judge people before 
you truly know them. The truth might 
surprise you.



5

Liberty m
eans responsibility, That is w

hy m
ost m

en dread it. ~ G
eorge Bernard Shaw

For by grace are ye saved through faith 
and that not of yourselves; It is the gift of God: 

Not of works least any man boast.
Ephesians 2: 8-9

A real man smiles in trouble, gathers strength from distress, grows brave by reflection. ~ Thomas Paine

1. The Apostle Paul was born
 in what city?
 A. Nazareth 
 B. Jerusalem 
 C. Ephesus
 D. Tarsus

2. Paul was a citizen of:
 A. Greece
 B. Palestine
 C. Rome
 D. Damascus

3. Paul (Saul) was present for
 the stoning of what early
 disciple of Christ?
 A. John
 B. Ananias
 C. Stephen
 D. Mark

4. What road was Paul 
 traveling on when Jesus
 appeared to him?
 A. The Emmaus Road
 B. The Roman Road
 C. The Damascus Road
 D. The Samarian Road

5. What happened to Paul
 after Jesus finished
 speaking to him?
 A. He was completely deaf 
 B He was completely blind 
 C. He slipped into a coma
 D. He trembled violently for
  three days

6. Paul was sent to preach to:
 A. The Jews
 B. The Romans
 C. The Arabs
 D. The Gentiles

7. Who did the people at Lystra 
 think Paul and Barnabas 
 were?
 A. Moses and Elijah
 B. Gabriel and Michael
 C. Jupiter and Mercurius
 D. Casper and Wendy

8. Why were Paul and Silas
 thrown in a Philippian prison?
 A. For preaching against the
  Jews
 B. They were falsely accused
  of stealing 
 C. For healing someone on
  the Sabbath 
 D. For casting out an evil spirit

9. In what city did Paul speak on
 the Areopagus, or “Mars Hill”?
 A. Rome
 B. Athens
 C. Alexandria
 D. Tyre

10. Who fell out of a window when
 Paul was preaching?
 A. Tychicus 
 B. Syntyche 
 C. Eutychus 
 D. Crispus

the Apostle Paul

Answers on page 9

What is a Man

A man is not a stone, but bread that has been broken… 
Not a frozen lake, but a flowing river of kindness and compassion… 

Not a steel pole, but a willow that can bend in the storm…
Not a tyrant, but a servant leader who humbly seeks the good of others…

Not a fixed sign-post, but a wise guide who leads by example…
Not a sculptor who works with stone, but a gardener who nurtures and encourages growth… 

Not a lifeless statue, but a caring communicator who speaks from the heart…
Not a petrified tree, but a branch abiding in the vine…

fruitful, and totally dependent upon the living God!

Twins Springs Baptist Church
1459 M Hwy ~ Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

Sunday school 10 AM - Morning worship 11 AM
Evening worship 5 PM 

Wednesday 7 PM
July 20 through 24th - Vacation Bible school

July 26 - Church Homecoming

    i’m GoinG to let it shine

It was a warm evening in June. I was a young 
dad, sitting in a lawn chair, holding my baby 
boy on my lap. My wife and I had just rented 
an old
house with a big yard. Her uncle along with his 
wife and two, young daughters had dropped 
by to pay us a visit. As we adults sat outside, 
sipping iced tea, and watching the sun go 
down, the two girls raced around the yard, 
laughing, yelling, and trying their best to catch 
lightening in a jar.

The lightening was lightening bugs, of course. Dozens of fireflies were 
floating freely around the yard, moving slowly, but always just evading their 
pursuers. Soon my young cousins got me to join in the hunt and we safely 
captured two of the little shiners and put them in a mason jar with a lid on 
it. We sat and watched them blink on and off for a long time. Finally, one of 
the girls looked at me and said, “They look sad. We should let them go.” I 
slowly opened the lid and we watched as they flew away to freedom. Then 
we laughed and sang several verses of the song: “This little light of mine. 
I’m going to let it shine.”

As I think back on that night so many years ago it makes me remember all 
the times I have kept my own light sealed in the mason jar of my soul instead 
of sharing it with the world. Fear, anger, jealousy, and doubt have made me 
hide my light so many times over the years. It has taken me a long time to 
see that like those lightening bugs God wants all of us to shine our light as 
bright as we can, as long as we can, and every single chance that we can.

Don’t let fear keep you from shining your light. Don’t let this world keep you 
from living your love. God loves you so much. God meant for you to shine. 
Share
your love then. Be kind. Help others. Do good. Bring joy. Make your life a 
beacon for all the world to see. Take all that lovely light within you and “let it 
shine, let it shine, let it shine.” By Joseph J. Mazzella

PotAtoes, eGGs, AnD coffee BeAns
Once upon a time a 
daughter complained to 
her father that her life 
was miserable and that 
she didn’t know how she 
was going to make it. She 
was tired of fighting and 
struggling all the time. It 
seemed just as one prob-
lem was solved, another 
one soon followed.

Her father, a chef, took 
her to the kitchen. He filled 
three pots with water and 
placed each on a high 
fire. Once the three pots 
began to boil, he placed 
potatoes in one pot, eggs 
in the second pot, and 
ground coffee beans in 
the third pot.

He then let them sit and 
boil, without saying a 
word to his daughter. The 
daughter, moaned and 
impatiently waited, won-
dering what he was doing.

After twenty minutes he 
turned off the burners. He 
took the potatoes out of 

the pot and placed them 
in a bowl. He pulled the 
eggs out and placed them 
in a bowl.

He then ladled the coffee 
out and placed it in a cup. 
Turning to her he asked. 
“Daughter, what do you 
see?”  “Potatoes, eggs, 
and coffee,” she hastily 
replied.

“Look closer,” he said, 
“and touch the potatoes.” 
She did and noted that 
they were soft. He then 
asked her to take an egg 
and break it. After pulling 
off the shell, she observed 
the hard-boiled egg.
Finally, he asked her to sip 
the coffee. Its rich aroma 
brought a smile to her 
face. “Father, what does 
this mean?” she asked.

He then explained that the 
potatoes, the eggs and 
coffee beans had each 
faced the same adver-
sity–the boiling water. 
However, each one react-

ed differently.

The potato went in strong, 
hard, and unrelenting, but 
in boiling water, it became 
soft and weak. The egg 
was fragile, with the thin 
outer shell protecting its 
liquid interior until it was 
put in the boiling water. 
Then the inside of the egg 
became hard.

However, the ground cof-
fee beans were unique. 
After they were exposed 
to the boiling water, 
they changed the water 
and created something 
new.“Which are you,” 
he asked his daughter. 
“When adversity knocks 
on your door, how do you 
respond? Are you a pota-
to, an egg, or a coffee 
bean? “

Moral: In life, things hap-
pen around us, things 
happen to us, but the only 
thing that truly matters is 
what happens within us. 
Which one are you?
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Reputation is what men and women think of us, character is what God  knows of us. ~ Thomas Payne

3092 Westwood Blvd. Poplar Bluff

Phone # 573-727-9269
open Tues & Wed 8-5 Thur 8-6

Fri 7-5 Sat 7-12

1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543

happiness
is being single?

It just dawned on me 
why Mayberry was so 
peaceful and quiet....
nobody was married.

Here are the single 
people that come to mind.

Andy, Aunt Bea, 
Barney, Floyd, Howard, 

Goober, Gomer, 
Sam, Ernest T Bass, 

the Darlin family, Helen, 
Thelma Lou, Clara...

in fact, the only one 
married was Otis and 

he stayed drunk.

olD mAn 
DAyDreAminG

When I was young,  I didn’t 
notice the vee’s of wild 
geese, the shy  mayflowers 
peaking through the sod-
den grass of last years pas-
ture the burgeoning bellies 
of cats and cattle. Those 
were all regular and predict-
able occurrences that I took 
for granted. Now my eyes 
are open to these everyday 
details. and I know they are 
all wonderful nonetheless 
I cherish every green leaf 
and every gentle breeze. 
Because I know none of it 
last forever and can end at 
any minute. Yes I’ve seen 
many springtimes with luck 
and enough bran, I’ll see 
many more.

MARINE RAIDERS
On Friday June 19th a 
ceremony that officially 
renamed sev-
eral Marine 
special opera-
tions units 
as Marine 
Raiders, bring-
ing back a leg-
endary, World 
War II-era 
name for units 
who carried out danger-
ous amphibious assaults 
behind enemy lines.

Eight Marine Corps units 
comprising some 2,700 

elite troops 
were designat-
ed as Raiders 
during Friday’s 
c e r e m o n y , 
marking the 
first time the 
name has 
been officially 
used since the 

original Raiders disbanded 
after WWII.

SEMPER FI

GUN LAWS
GUNS IN TExAS

Texas Governor Greg Abbott, a Republican, signed 
into law on Sat. June 13th bills allowing the open car-
rying of handguns in public and of concealed hand-
guns on state university campuses He said the mea-
sures secure Texans’ rights to bear arms guaranteed 
under the U.S. Constitution’s Second Amendment.

“Today, I am proud to expand liberty in the Lone Star 
State,” Abbott said in a statement. Abbott’s signing of 
the bills at a shooting range near Austin

One of the bills allows people with a license to carry 
a holstered handgun openly anywhere a concealed 
handgun is allowed.

The bill on carrying handguns at state universities, 

known as “campus carry,” was a priority for gun 
rights activists, although many universities statewide 
opposed it.

Texans must be 21 to get a concealed-carry license, 
meaning many college students will not qualify.

The “open carry” law is set to take effect Jan. 1, 2016 
while the “campus carry” will take effect Aug. 1, 2016.

Guns in Nevada

Say goodbye to handgun registration in and around 
Las Vegas, Nevada. On Monday, Nevada Governor 
Brian Sandoval signed Senate Bill 175, abolishing 
Clark County’s “blue card” handgun registration 
system while ushering in a host of other pro-gun 
changes to state law.
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Of all the tyrannies that affect mankind, tyranny and religion is the worst. ~ Thomas Paine
Then joined hand-in-hand Brave Am

ericans all, by unity w
e stand, by dividing w

e fall. ~ John D
ickerson

Butler county
sheriffs

Department
employee 

recognition

Poplar Bluff 
fire 

Department 
employee 

recognition

Poplar Bluff 
Police

Department 
employee 

recognition

Gary Davis graduated 
from the missouri sher-
iff’s Association train-
ing Academy in June 
2005, Gary began his 
career with the sher-
iff’s Department as a 
reserve road officer 

in June 2005 then in 
march 2012 he was pro-
moted to a full time 
road officer, Gary cur-
rently is the chief Bai-
liff for the Butler coun-
ty courts.

travis is a firefighter as-
signed to station 2 on B 
shift. travis began his ca-
reer at PBfD in August of 
2000. 

travis received his fire 
training through the Uni-

versity of missouri, three 
rivers college and mis-
souri state fire marshals 
office.

travis is married to chris 
taylor  and they have two 
daughters Bailey and tate.

sergeant Joe Ward was 
hired as a patrolman  
in september 1993. he 
worked he was up the 
ranks being promoted 
to corporal march 2009, 
sergeant in January 
2013.  Joe has received 
several letters of a com-
mendation  and has also 

received the “officer of 
the year” award. sergeant 
Ward has been instru-
mental in remodeling and 
moving the department 
to our new location. he is 
always ready and willing 
to help, on the street or 
within the department.

John thrasher just start-
ed his 38 year in emer-
gency medical service. 
he attended  emt school 
at indiana state Universi-
ty, and paramedic school 
at indiana University/
methodist hospital in in-
dianapolis, indiana.
he has four children 
and his hobbies include 
photography and school 
sports.
he is originally from 
terre haute indiana. he 
has lived in Poplar Bluff 
since 2000.

travis
taylor

sgt. Joe Ward

John thrasher

Gary Davis

People taking care of people…together we can do anything!

RURAL / METRO

the yeAr WAs 1955

Did you hear the post office is think-
ing about charging 7 cents just to 
mail a letter.

If they raise the minimum wage to 
$1.00, nobody will be able to hire 
outside help at the store.

When I first started driving, who 
would have thought gas would 
someday cost 25 cents a gallon. 
Guess we’d be better off leaving the 
car in the garage.

I’m afraid to send my kids to the 
movies any more. Ever since they 
let Clark Gable get by with saying 
DAMN in GONE WITH THE WIND, 
it seems every new movie has 
either HELL or DAMN in it.

I read the other day where some 
scientist thinks it’s possible to put a 
man on the moon by the end of the 
century. They even have some fel-
lows they call astronauts preparing 
for it down in Texas.

Did you see where some baseball 
player just signed a contract for 
$50,000 a year just to play ball? It 
wouldn’t surprise me if someday 
they’ll be making more than the 
President.

I never thought I’d see the day all 
our kitchen appliances would be 
electric. They’re even making elec-
tric typewriters now.

It’s too bad things are so tough 
nowadays. I see where a few mar-
ried women are having to work to 
make ends meet. It won’t be long 
before young couples are going to 
have to hire someone to watch their 
kids so they can both work.

I’m afraid the Volkswagen car is 
going to open the door to a whole 
lot of foreign business.

Thank goodness I won’t live to 
see the day when the Government 
takes half our income in taxes. I 
sometimes wonder if we are elect-
ing the best people to government.

The fast food restaurant is conve-
nient for a quick meal, but I seri-
ously doubt they will ever catch on.

There is no sense going on short 
trips anymore for a weekend. It costs 
nearly $2.00 a night to stay in a hotel.

No one can afford to be sick any-
more. At $15.00 a day in the hospi-
tal, it’s too rich for my blood.

If they think I’ll pay 30 cents for a 
haircut, forget it.
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The greatest remedy for anger is delay. ~ Thomas Paine

Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

Hi. I’m Wayne Allyn Root. 

President Obama and our 
wonderful government call 
their favorite new bill “TPP” 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership. 
But it’s really a bipartisan 
Ponzi scheme. It should be 
called “Trans-Pacific Ponzi.” 
It’s a trillion-dollar rip-off 
of the American people and 
American workers. Obama 
wants “fast track authority” 
because he wants to put the 
end of America as we know it 
on a fast track.

Trust me; neither TPP or TPA 
(Trade Promotion Authority, 
i.e., fast track authority for 
the president) are dead. 
Like Freddy Krueger of “A 
Nightmare on Elm Street,” they 
will keep coming back from the 
dead because the billionaires 
and billion-dollar multina-
tional corporations want TPP. 
The powers that be won’t give 
up. They will not rest until it 
passes, by hook or by crook. 
And since they are all crooks, 
they’ll use any means necessary 
to get it passed.

The TPP is the perfect example 
of the murder of the middle 
class in one devastating trea-
ty. Passing it requires secrecy 
and fraud carried out by both 
Obama and his partners in the 
Republican Party.

The worst part isn’t even what’s 
in it — and it certainly contains 
a toxic brew that will destroy 
millions of middle-class jobs. 
But the worst part is how it’s 
been hidden from the people 
by Obama and the Republican 
leadership,

Do you remember when Nancy 
Pelosi said, “We have to pass 
the bill so that you can find out 
what’s in it?”

We all know how that turned 
out. Obamacare is killing jobs, 
dramatically increasing the 
national debt and bankrupting 
the middle class with gigantic 
increases in health insurance 
premiums. That’s precisely why 
no one wanted you to read 
it, study it or take the time to 
analyze it.

These disastrous billion-dollar 
bills need to be hidden and 
then passed quickly before any-
one has a chance to understand 
their implications. They are 

written by lobbyists and law-
yers and never read by the very 
politicians voting for them. It’s 
all about dollars. 

Corporations and fat cat 
donors make billions of dollars, 
and the politicians collect mil-
lions of dollars in legal bribes 
(i.e., campaign contributions) 
and million-dollar lobbying 
jobs after they retire. That was 
the storyline of Obamacare.

The exact same scenario is 
playing out with TPP. Do you 
know what’s in the details? I 
don’t. Neither do any of the 
Republicans voting for it. They 
openly admit it. Members of 
Congress need to be “allowed” 
to read it.

Leading GOP TPP supporter 
Sen. Orrin Hatch admitted 
he  doesn’t fully know what’s 
in it. GOP Majority Whip 
Steve Scalise and GOP Rules 
Committee Chairman Pete 
Sessions both admitted they  
haven’t read it.
 
Sen. Paul Ryan channeled 
Pelosi when he said: “It’s classi-
fied. You’ll find out what’s in it 
after we pass it and it’s declas-
sified.”

Are you kidding me? The 
GOP now thinks its own vot-
ers are as dumb and ignorant 
as Democrats? Ryan thinks he 
should be allowed to pass bills 
the citizens aren’t “allowed” to 
read? Really? Folks, Obamacare 
was 2,000 pages of legalese that 
no average citizen could under-
stand. That was the tip-off that 
it was a rip-off. 

But TPP makes Obamacare 
look open, honest and trans-
parent. TPP is kept under lock 
and key. No citizen has access. 
No citizen has a clue what’s in 
it. Only senators and congress-
men with security clearance 
can walk into a room in the 
Capitol building to read it — 
alone. Then they are required 
to leave without making copies 
or taking notes.

Does this sound strange to 
you? Does it sound surreal? 
Does it sound like it’s good for 
the people? To me, it sounds 
like a scam, a Ponzi scheme. 
Only criminals want their vic-
tims to sign contracts without 
reading them. It’s quite clear: 

The ruling class and the corpo-
rate elite think we are serfs, and 
they are our masters.

At this point, If they don’t want 
us to read it, if Congress thinks 
it should pass it without know-
ing what’s in it, then our job is 
to burn it down, stick a knife 
in its heart, stab it until it can 
never again rear its ugly head.

But what is actually in it? Well, 
Wikileaks has leaked small 
parts of it. It appears it is a 
killer of American sovereignty. 
The TPP appoints a commis-
sion of soulless corporate law-
yers with sweeping authority 
to override U.S. laws and our 
Constitution.

That commission will have 
sweeping power over U.S. 
trade, labor, immigration, 
environmental and commerce 
regulations. In other words, 
foreign and corporate pow-
ers will be running the United 
States. Unelected foreign law-
yers representing multinational 
corporations will have more 
power than American citizens 
and even our politicians. And 
America gets only one vote on 
this commission. We’ll have 
no more power or importance 
over rules regulating our lives 
than Brunei or South Korea.
How does that sound to you? 

Heck, it’s been nicknamed 
“Obamatrade.” If Obama cre-
ated it, it must be a toxic brew 
of onerous job-killing govern-
ment regulation, insane job-
killing climate change rules, 
illegal immigration amnesty 
that opens our borders to the 
poor and dependent of the 
world (i.e., future Democratic 
voters), and higher minimum 
wages that will drive small 
businesses out of business and 
guarantee millions more jobs 
are shipped overseas (where 
they can pay employees pen-
nies on the dollar).

Obama doesn’t support free 
trade. He supports Big Brother 
government and the murder 
of the middle class. He loves 
to fool and defraud you by 
using cute, cuddly names. The 
bill that made your healthcare 
unaffordable was named the 
Affordable Care Act. Now the 
bill that destroys America’s free 
trade economy is disguised as 
“free trade.”

WHAT IS TPP?

GUn AnD oUr VeterAns

One of the main targets of Obama’s disarmament policies has 
been our nation’s returning veterans, many of whom have been 
arbitrarily declared “incompetent” by the Veteran’s Administration 
and stripped of their Second Amendment right to keep and bear 
arms, without due process.

Of course, Obama’s VA is now offering to let veterans “buy back” 
their gun rights by voluntarily giving up all other veteran’s benefits.

“This is simply unbelievable.  On the one hand the [Veterans 
Administration] and the FBI have found veterans to be mentally 
ill and too dangerous to be allowed to own firearms, while on the 
other hand allowing these allegedly dangerous people to buy their 
firearms rights back,” said Michael Connelly, executive director of 
the United States Justice Foundation.

“This is illegal and is called extortion.”

The VA is now informing those veterans who were arbitrarily 
stripped of their rights that they can appeal the decision, and have 
their rights restored, but will lose eligibility for any and all benefits 
for them and their families while the appeals process drags on, 
which can last for years. This is wrong on so many levels, and 
something must be done to bring this policy to a swift end.
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Those w
ho deny freedom

 to others, D
eserve it not for them

selves. ~ Abraham
 Lincoln

e y r c l s c s t r e e m U  i l e f o U e B e  i
U P e A t o U D n r V P D n f K s l P h t o K s
Q l U n r n  i c e D t e A K o f s A  i U e e n n
e s e o t s P o l f P  i l f  i U W K P c c o A e
B e V e l l c t t e Z c A A G n  i l  i f  i t s y
r r A  i A A  i t U y o o s h l n m P s l r e s t
A r W n n  i t o c A  i U o m G e m A e r c e c  i
B n t G D s r n B D e n t t e l  i D n h V f f D
s n A e c o l c A e D t A e h c n e  i o  i e h  i
U D e P n s A A o c e y t  i r A G c r n D r G m
c c h K U A W n t n  i f o U D K K l A e l A o U
U A h m c A n D  i e D A P P l e s l t y r B r h
G m m e B  i c y s D K  i s A n s P P c D r D n n
P e K P r s h P h n A r t s W l s e e e n o U B
r A e s f r A c s e e n A  i U t o n n W l e e f
l e r l s  i  i o D P e l m m o D  i A G e c J e r
G e l A t o r e P e A m s c s n A r m D U G i U
 i s s V s B e e s D  i n  i c G r  i r c l e n r  i
h e n  i e o P e o n t r f r o Z e n y o G U r t
f c A t B l l s G  i P G f t s t n m G r A P e s
h e A s l l e h s A e s e D A r A P r o s c K A
t K e e r c o B B l e r n W m s A n D A l s o l
l e B f B l e s o h l A A t n c e e  i t f A e A
y A e K e y l  i m e s G n e r U n n G h y e f D

Titles are but nicknames and every nickname is a title. ~ Thomas Paine
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BIBLE QUIZ 
ANSWERS

  1. D   
  2. C  
  3. C  
  4. C  
  5. B

  6. D   
  7. C  
  8. D   
  9. B 
10. C

 LIBERALS AND CONSERvATIvES
 CAN’T GET MUCH EASIER TO UNDERSTAND THAN THIS

A young woman was about to fin-
ish her first year of college. Like 
so many others her age, she con-
sidered herself to be very liberal, 
and among other liberal ideals, was 
very much in favor of higher taxes 
to support more government pro-
grams, in other words redistribu-
tion of wealth.

She was deeply ashamed that her 
father was a rather staunch con-
servative, a feeling she openly 
expressed. Based on the lectures 
that she had participated in, and 
the occasional chat with a professor, 
she felt that her father had for years 
harbored an evil, selfish desire to 
keep what he thought should be his.

One day she was challenging her 
father on his opposition to higher 
taxes on the rich and the need for 
more government programs.

The self-professed objectivity pro-
claimed by her professors had to be 
the truth and she indicated so to her 
father. He responded by asking how 
she was doing in school.

Taken aback, she answered rather 
haughtily that she had a 4.0 GPA, 
and let him know that it was tough 
to maintain, insisting that she was 
taking a very difficult course load 
and was constantly studying, which 
left her no time to go out and party 
like other people she knew. She 
didn’t even have time for a boy-
friend, and didn’t really have many 
college friends because she spent all 
her time studying.

Her father listened and then asked, 
“How is your friend Audrey doing?”

She replied, “Audrey is barely get-
ting by. All she takes are easy class-
es, she never studies and she barely 
has a 2.0 GPA. She is so popular on 
campus;

College for her is a blast. She’s 
always invited to all the parties 
and lots of times she doesn’t even 
show up for classes because she’s 
too hung over.”

Her wise father asked his daughter, 
“Why don’t you go to the Dean’s off 
ice and ask him to deduct 1.0 off 

your GPA and give it to your friend 
who only has a 2.0.

That way you will both have a 3.0 
GPA and certainly that would be a 
fair and equal distribution of  .”

The daughter, visibly shocked by 
her father’s suggestion, angrily fired 
back, “That’s a crazy idea, how 
would that be fair! I’ve worked real-
ly hard for my grades! I’ve invested 
a lot of time, and a lot of hard work! 
Audrey has done next to nothing 
toward her degree. She played while 
I worked my tail off!”

The father slowly smiled, winked 
and said gently “Welcome to the 
conservative side of the fence.”

If you ever wondered what side of 
the fence you sit on, this is a great 
test!

If a conservative doesn’t like guns, 
he doesn’t buy one. If a liberal 
doesn’t like guns, he wants all guns 
outlawed.

If a conservative is a vegetarian, he 
doesn’t eat meat. If a liberal is a veg-

etarian, he wants all meat products 
banned for everyone.

If a conservative is down-and-out, 
he thinks about how to better his 
situation. A liberal wonders who is 
going to take care of him.

If a conservative doesn’t like a talk 
show host, he switches channels. 
Liberals demand that those they 
don’t like be shut down.

If a conservative is a non-believer, 
he doesn’t go to church. A liberal 
non-believer wants any mention of 
God and Jesus silenced.

If a conservative decides he needs 
health care, he goes about shopping 
for it, or may choose a job that pro-
vides it. A liberal demands that the 
rest of us pay for his.

If a conservative reads this, he’ll 
pass it on so his friends can have a 
good laugh. A liberal will destroy it 
because he’s “offended.”

AND THAT’S 
THE WAY IT IS
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An army of principles can penetrate where an army of soldiers cannot. ~ Thomas Paine
100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

1626 S. 11th Street 
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!
We have the money you need NOW 
       in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We offer:
Payday Loans

M-F: 8:30 - 5:30
Sat: 9 - 12

Drive Up Window!

Compliments of
Gary Simmons, R. PH.

Whitney Chronister, Pharm. D.
Jim Dille, R. PH.

909 W. Pine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901(573) 785-0984

WHERE OUR NATION Is HEAdEd TOdAY
I was born just before the very 
onset of the digital era. I count 
myself lucky, in part, to be so deep-
ly involved in the burgeoning of the 
information generation. I also count 
myself lucky to have seen the world 
without the free flow of media, 
because I know what to appreci-
ate and what to be suspicious of. 
Many people 10 years younger than 
I really have no clue of the bottle-
neck that used to exist within our 
news system. Imagine if there were 
only three or four news websites 
you were able to visit daily, and all 
of these sites supported the same 
agenda. That is what life was like 
before the Web, and it was truly 
awful in many ways.

That said, the digital age has also 
brought with it an era of unwar-
ranted expectations and unrealistic 
entitlements. As Americans, many 
of us grow accustomed to unlimited 
media stimulus, numerous social 
and financial safety nets, and an 
overall sense that our system will 
always be there to service our needs 
under any situation. Though we 
have vast pools of knowledge at our 
fingertips, we have become more 
complacent, less productive and 
less proactive. This is the opposite 
of what should be happening.

It may be conditioned laziness or 
fear of commitment to uncertain 
undertakings. Or maybe many peo-
ple have just forgotten how to do 
things for themselves, much like 
humanity has forgotten how to 
make proper stone tools; the ability 
has simply died out with time. It’s 
hard to say, but there is something 
vital missing from the American 
dynamic today, a void that is slowly 
killing us.

With the advent of forced globaliza-
tion and the philosophy of interde-
pendency, it would seem that there 
has been a correlating attitude that 
entrepreneurship, self-reliance and 
innovation are mostly impractical. 
I don’t think this is a coincidence. 
Today, we learn to take the fish we 
are given, rather than learn how to 
fish ourselves. And this behavior is 

encouraged. Why? It’s because a 
man who can fish is independent, 
and an independent man is harder to 
control. Thus, an independent man 
is dangerous.

I don’t meet many folks lately who 
necessarily embrace the idea of 
interdependency and globalism, but 
they have learned to ignore it or 
to begrudgingly live with it. They 
may even know well that it affects 
them negatively, yet they do noth-
ing because they have been told 
over and over again that globalism 
is inevitable (mostly by globalists). 
The solution to the problem is com-
plex, but it begins with a simple 
decision: the decision to build for 
ourselves and think for ourselves, 
or the decision to do nothing.

The idea that a mass event of peo-
ple chanting mantras and marching 
around is the be-all and end-all 
of social and political change has 
poisoned our sense of reality. These 
kinds of actions do not worry the 
establishment. What worries the 
establishment is self-determination 
and private action, people provid-
ing for themselves and removing 
the system as a crutch. This kind 
of solution does not require you to 
wait around for everyone else to 
“get it.” All it requires is that you 
take personal initiative and perhaps 
lead by example.

In order to defeat globalism, we 
ultimately have to construct a better 
alternative. Given the utter fail-
ure and disarray that seem to fol-
low globalization everywhere, this 
should not be hard to do. When 
we enact methods of independence 
— or what I call “localism” — suc-
cessfully, we force the power bro-
kers to do one of two things:
1. Admit that we have accomplished 
a better way of living and fade away 
as irrelevant.
2. Try to use physical force to stop 
us from being independent.
In either case, we win. If the latter 
occurs, then we have forced the 
elites to reveal their true natures — 
not as benevolent caretakers, but as 
monsters with aspirations as slave 

owners. If the latter occurs, then 
we fight back; but we do so from 
a solid place on the moral high 
ground.

You can make this strategy tangible 
in your daily life. Become a produc-
er. Provide necessities for yourself, 
your family and your community. 
Learn useful skill sets, as many as 
possible. Invent and create better 
ways and means of survival and 
sustained existence. Stop waiting 
for others to lead the way. You 
lead the way in your own areas of 
influence.

For many people, this might sound 
like a fantasy, given the rampant 
subservience we see in the public 
around us. “They are too far gone,” 
some people will say. “They are 
hopeless.” I’m not so sure. The 
average man often longs for a return 
to self-reliance. It is a part of our 
genetic code or our very spirit. He 
just has to be reminded how it is 
done. It is our job as aware people 
to re-teach others how to make their 
own way again. Perhaps I am a 
foolish optimist, but I believe there 
is still something within us and 
in American culture in general — 
something special that has not been 
quite extinguished.

I am not fighting for what our soci-
ety is today; our society has psycho-
logically derailed. But I am fighting 
for what I know our society can 
be: a self-generating and bold land 
of individuals, where voluntary 
action is the norm and is respected; 
where men measure themselves 
by their concrete accomplishments 
and mastery of their skills, rather 
than the status they attain through 
subservience to the collective; and 
where people achieve again, rather 
than laugh at those who make the 
attempt because doing nothing is 
easier and seemingly more profit-
able. I may not witness this in my 
lifetime. But with my efforts in this 
era, along with your efforts, future 
generation can look back at us feel-
ing thankful rather than betrayed.
 –Brandon Smith

oBAmAcAre

Let me get this straight, We’re going to be gifted with a health care plan 
we are forced to purchase and fined if we don’t, which purportedly cov-
ers at least 10 million more people without adding a single new doctor 
but provides for 16,000 new IRS agents, written by a committee whose 
chairman says he doesn’t understand it, passed by a congress that 
didn’t read it, but exempted themselves from it and signed by a president 
who smokes, with funding administered by a treasury chief who didn’t 
pay his taxes, for which we’ll be taxed for four years before any benefits 
take effect by a government which has already bankrupted social secu-
rity and Medicare all to be overseen by a surgeon general who is obese 
and financed by a country that’s broke!!! What could possibly go wrong?



HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
Paul Woods

Freedom
 is never given, It is w

on.

As I sit at the typewriter 
on June 18, the weather is 
forecast to be raining by 
around 9 pm and continue 
all night. I hope to finish 
this news from the Hills 
and Hollows of western 
Butler County before the 
weather gets bad, and with 
a little luck and a whole 
lot of work the job will get 
done and I’ll be able to get 
it to the publisher in time 
to make things easier for 
the printer.

As you read this the best 
news from the hills is that 
the blackberry crop is in 
good shape. Last year at 
this time the heat was 
already taking its toll. And 
the crop had dwindled to 
the point that it took a lot 
of picking to get enough 
good berries for a cobbler. 
Let alone get enough to 
freeze for the winner or 
make some jelly.

As I was feeding the chick-
ens this afternoon I noticed 
there was a abundance 
of berries that were just 
beginning to turn red. And 
those will be easy picking 
and won’t cause any vines 
to be trampled down and 
cause damage to some of 
the berries.

I found out a way to make 
picking easier and a less 
of a pain by getting some 
doctors examining gloves 
they protect your hands 
and when you get used to 
them you don’t lose too 
many berries on the way 
to your bucket. If you 
can’t get gloves from your 
doctor, they are cheap to 
purchase at the drugstore. 
Picking berries has its 
downside as well as being 
about the only way to get 
good berries.

Last year with a small 
crop, berries were really 

high priced making buying 
them at the store about the 
same as getting them from 
somebody who has picked 
them. 

The hazards of berry pick-
ing are the threat of ticks, 
chiggers and snakes I have 
been fortunate the past few 
years around here but I 
take as many precautions 
as I can, I usually wear long 
pants (jeans) short boots 
and a long sleeve shirt. 
Sometimes it gets hot but 
the discomfort outweighs 
the scratches and the pos-
sibility of a snake bite. 

Usually you make enough 
noise and any snakes in 
the area move away from 
where are you are picking. 
But be extra alert around 
logs and stumps as that 
is where most copper-
heads hang out. But given 
a chance most of the time 
they will leave out, if you 

see one moving through 
the vines watch and make 
sure it gets out of your 
pathway

There are two bass tourna-
ments on Wappapello in 
July. The Anglers Choice 
will fish from Redman 
Creek July 12 with launch 
time at 5:30 am and weigh-
in at 3 pm. The Wappapello 
Bass Circuit will fish July 
25 from Redman Creek 
with a 6 am. launch and a 
3 pm weigh-in. 

Fishing at Lake Wappapello 
has been reported “good” 
most of the time with some 
real good catfish been 
taken on trotlines and jug 
lines Bass are hitting crank 
bates and spinners when 
the water is clear. With a 
lake rising and falling like a 
yo-yo, the lake muddies up 
and clears pretty quickly. 

Crappie are usually in 6 to 
10 feet of water early in the 

day. And go deeper as the 
sun gets overhead. When 
I was fishing in the lake 
on a regular schedule we 
learned quickly what color 
and depth to catch crab-
bie, and James Fuller and I 
almost exclusively use Jigs. 
As far as I remember we 
never used bait, crickets or 
minnows.

I have misplaced my 
current Coonhound 
Bloodlines magazine with 
a list of UKC coonhounds 
events. But I do remember 
one important event, two 
nights of shows and hunts 
at the Butler County Coon 
Hunters Club in Poplar 
Bluff, these dates are July 
3 and 4, with the show and 
hunt each night. 

Most people have comput-
ers and can look up the 
events on the UKC web-
site I cannot do so as we 

are in the minority as I 
do not have a computer. 
I’ll take better care of my 
magazines in the future so 
I will have all the dates and 
locations.

With the July 4 Holiday, 
there will be lots of traf-
fic on the highways and 
waterways, lots of boaters 
and swimmers along with 
us who will venture out to 
try to bag a mass of squir-
rels so be extra careful with 
your activities. Fireworks 
are fun to watch and shoot, 
but they are also danger-
ous. When I was a young-
ster I almost lost an eye to 
a roman candle. So I know 
how dangerous they can 
be. Have a safe and sane 
Fourth of July holiday.
 Paul Woods
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One good schoolmaster is of more use than a hundred priests. ~ Thomas Paine

Johnny AnD lee tAlKinG
Johnny: I never did really know 
that much about turkey hunting.  
I started turkey hunting with my 
ex-father-in-law. He was a tur-
key hunter. We hunted, first time 
I ever hunted in the fall season, 
we got out there in the woods 
and he’d hit his call and locate 
them turkeys. First time I heard 
him, first time he explained what 
we was gonna do, I thought he 
was crazy. He said, “I’m gonna 
find out where these turkeys is 
at and we’re gonna start easing 
up there  to them.” You’re sneak-
ing and easing: that’s hard to do 
with turkeys. We got up there 
and these turkeys was up on 
a ridge. And they was feeding 
over the ridge. And he told me, 
he said, “When those turkeys 
get over that ridge, we’re just 
gonna run right over in the 
middle of them and just spook 
them and bust them up.” I said, 
“All right.” 

Sure enough, we got up there 
and old turkeys was a feeding 
and we could kinda hear them 
chirping and clucking around 
and he said, “Let’s go” and we 
took off as hard as we could 
go and those turkeys just scat-

tered. Well, we sat down right 
there. He said, “Let’s sit down 
right here.” Started to call them 
and they started coming, gath-
ering back up. He called them 
right in.

lee: Knew what he was doing.

Johnny: Yeah, knew what he 
was doing. He gathered them, 
called them right back. He said, 
“That’s how you do it in the fall.” 
In the spring, which, you know, 
mating season, you only kill 
gobblers in the spring.

lee: He made a believer out 
of you.

Johnny: Yeah, he made a 
believer out of me. Same way 
with spring season, spring tur-
key season. He’d call them in, 
them old tough ones that was 
hard to call. He had a way. He 
just hunted so much, so long, 
he had it figured out. He was 
about like me, as hard headed 
as he could be. 

We run into a deal one time I 
had bought a couple of goats 
and fattened them out and was 

gonna butcher them. It was on 
a Saturday, they come down. I 
had caught this goat and tied 
it up and I was just gonna walk 
out there and take the gun, the 
.22 and put it right there behind 
the ear and pull the trigger. He 
said, “Ahh, no. Let me show you 
how to kill that goat. You don’t 
have to walk up to it.” He just 
kept on and finally I said okay 
and I handed him the .22. He 
pulled down on that goat. He 
was pretty good ways farther 
from this wall to the end of that 
wall, twice that, ya probably too 
far.  He pulled down and SPAT. 

And the goat pulled the tie loose 
from the tree and it was running 
around slinging blood. Just, 
“baaa, baaa, baaa. Got over 
in the neighbors, almost got on 
her porch. Got over in her front 
yard. Here I am chasing it, you 
know. I finally catch it. It’s sling-
ing it’s head, blood going every-
where. Pretty good size goat. 
Thing was fat. I fattened it up 
to butcher it, you know. Finally 
drug him back over on my side.  
It was just standing there, just 
standing there looking. I went 
over there and grabbed that .22 

from him and run up there to it 
and POW! Just run right up to it 
and shot it behind the ear and 
down it went.

lee: You talking about that 
made me think about my Dad 
shooting a hog with a .22 right 
between the eyes. Of course, 
he was close. It went down. I 
don’t know why I remember 
that one or anything. We lived 
on a farm. We butchered hogs. 
That one, it was a bigger one.  
Maybe that’s why I remember 
that one. We had a 55 gallon 
barrell sitting out there to heat 
water in and then we had a 
pulley on there so we tied its 
hind legs up there and dipped 
it in that hot water, came outta 
there and we had to scrape all 
that hair off.

Johnny: Dipped it in there and 
scald it and then pull it out and 
scrape it.

lee: Yeah. And then we had a 
place out there on the farm. well 
we had an outdoor toilet. But 
the house was built to where 
it would have an indoor bath-
room, but it was never put in. 

We used it for, I guess a catch-
all type thing. He hung them 
hams in there to cure in there. 
Put that sugar cure on there. 
That was a good experience for 
me to see and all that.

Johnny: I’ve never seen any-
body do that, but my mother, 
my grandpa, her dad, he used 
to do that. What he done, he 
had a regular smoke house.  
He had a sugar and a salt cure 
he mixed together and he’d put 
on them hams and that meat 
and then he’d build him a fire in 
that smokehouse out of hickory 
and he’d just let that burn, just 
smolder. She said smoke would 
be coming out of every crack of 
that little old building. She said, 
“boy, you talking about some 
good food, some good meat, 
they cured bacon like that too, 
He’d get a piece of that down 
for breakfast, they’d cut it up 
and fry it. She said, “man, that’s 
good.” It was cured but it had 
a little bit of a sweet taste or 
something to it and that smoke, 
that hickory smoke all mixed in 
there with it. You can’t find it like 
that anymore.
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$5.00

$5.00

Save $5.00 with this coupon

Save $5.00 with this coupon

$5.00

$5.00
Read ACTS 2-38 (KJVB) This is the 
gift of eternal life through the gift of 

the HOLYGHOST.

If I meet you and you 
forget me, you have lost 
nothing/ but if you meet 
JESUS CHRIST and 
forget Him you have lost 
everything.

GARNER CAR WAsH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

In another example of government overreach, liberals have gone too far in 
the name of protecting our  children. Now, our children are so overprotected, 

they have become, for lack of a better word, wimps.
They can’t even enjoy some of the activities we loved to engage in as kids. 

Here are 21:
  1. Riding in the back of an open pickup truck with a bunch of other kids
  2. Leaving the house after breakfast and not returning until the streetlights came on, at which point,
 you raced home, as soon as possible so you didn’t get in trouble
  3. Eating peanut butter and jelly sandwiches in the school cafeteria
  4. Drinking water from the hose in the yard
  5. Swimming in creeks, rivers, ponds and lakes
  6. Climbing trees
  7. Having snowball fights
  8. Sledding without enough protective equipment to play a game in the NFL
  9. Carrying a pocket knife to school
10. Camping
11. Throwing rocks at snakes in the river
12. Playing politically incorrect games like “Cowboys and Indians”
13. Playing “Cops and Robbers” with toy guns
14. Pretending to shoot each other with sticks we imagined were guns
15. Shooting an actual gun or a bow with sharp arrows at a can on a log, accompanied by our parents
 who gave us pointers to improve our aim
16. Saying the words “gun” or “bang” or “pow pow” because there might be a policy against playing
 with invisible guns
17. Working for your pocket money well before your teen years
18. Eating pop rocks candy and drinking soda pop, just to prove we were exempt from that urban
 legend that said our stomachs would explode
19. Writing lines for being a jerk at school, either on the board or on paper
20. Playing “dangerous” games like dodgeball, kickball, tag, whiffle ball and red rover
21. Walking to school alone.
Sadly, today if you let your children do these things, your parenting skills might well be questioned. 
That’s tragic because children need the experiences above to help them learn how to deal with the 
world. When we overprotect them, we deprive them of the bumps, bruises and vital experiences that 
prepare them for adulthood.

GoVernment’s PoWer

obama says
“Unfortunately we have grown up hearing voices that 
increasingly warn of government as nothing more than 
some separate sinister entity that’s at the root of all our 
problems. Some of these same voices also do their 
best to gum up the wors, they’ll warn that Tyranny is 
always luring just around the corner. You should reject 
these voices.”

founding fathers said
“Experence hath shewn, That even under the best 
forms of government, Those entrusted with Power 
have, in time and by slow operations perverted it into 
Tyranny.”
 Thomas Jefferson

stupidity? yes

So sad...

Please, Share if you dated, know, work 
with or are related to (or divorce from) 
someone who suffers from stupidity. We 
all need to understand stupidity is real and 
must be taking seriously. You could be sit-
ting next to a stupid person right now. 

There is still no known cure for stupidity, 
and sympathy does not help. Sometimes 
a piece of 2 x 4 to the back of the head 
helps, but not a lot. But we can raise 
awareness! 

53% of you won’t pass this on because 
you don’t know how.....duh


