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MERRY CHRISTMAS
Thanks be to god  for his

 unspeakable  gift.
 Jesus is here!
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Never be afraid to sit awhile and think. - Lorraine Hansberry

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543

Some missionaries were back in the 
United States gaining support for 
their ministry. As they visited differ-
ent churches, they would stay in the 
homes of gracious church members.

One night they were staying in 
the home of a couple with young 
children. Their six-year-old was 
entertaining everyone by reading 
her favorite books aloud. She was 

just finishing her story when she 
noticed the family Bible on the 
mantel.

What book is that? The little girl 
asked her mother. That’s God’s 
book, honey! Her mother respond-
ed with a nervous laugh. You know 
that! Well no one around here ever 
reads it, the girl said... Don’t you 
think we ought to give it back.

God’S Book

1. Make a delicious 
bbq sauce, add 1 can 
to you bbq sauce mix

2. Dissolve sticky 
messes, pour on 

sticky sap or gum 5 minutes then 
wash

3. Remove rust, submerge your 
tools in the cola. Let it soak for 24 
hours

4. Add volume, add body and vol-
ume to your hair using cola!

5. Erase oil spots, pour cola on 
any oil spots, let it sit for at least 
3 hours

6. Soothe wasp stings, just pour 
cola over the area of the sting

7. Wash chalkboards, dip a cloth 
in cola, and wipe your chalkboard 

clean

8. Clean pots and pans, helps 
clean pots and pans with burnt-
on messes

9. Eliminate odors, can help neu-
tralize skunk odor

10. Feed your plants, pour some 
once a week

11. Clean toilets, pour a can in 
the bowl at bed time and flush in 
the morning

12. Helps remove paint, pour on 
paint to be removed and let it set 
24 hrs

13. Clean coins it will dissolve the 
grime

14. Defrost your windshield, it will 
dissolve the ice

Uses for cola

Effective immediately, every em-
ployee is required to remain in the 
office ( truck ) 24 hours a day start-
ing Monday at 5:00am. Each em-
ployee will remain in the office ( 
truck ) and will not go home until 
9:00 pm on Friday

Occasions may arise when em-
ployees will not be allowed to go 
home till late on Saturday. Or a 
week from Saturday. And do a 34 
hour down time in your space.

Each employee must bring all 
clothing and personal necessities 
that they require with them.

The company will provide a stor-
age space approximately 2 feet 
wide by 2 feet deep by 5 feet long 
for each employee to store their 
personal items. The employee 
should be aware however, that this 
space is subject to inspection by 
company or government person-
nel.

Employees will be given a 6’x3’x2” 
mattress to sleep on. Employees 
must provide their own bedding. 
Their sleeping environment will be 
very noisy and there will likely be 
several interruptions of sleep dur-

ing each evening.

All personal phone calls and busi-
ness calls will be made via em-
ployees’ cell phones which they 
will be solely responsible for pay-
ing for.

Public restrooms, and showers 
will be provided, but a fee will 
be charged ( at the truckstop ) for 
these services.

Employees will bring their own 
food for the week or eat fast food. 
Either way, the employee will not 
be allowed to eat at home.

During their nonworking hours, 
employees will be allowed to par-
ticipate in any activity they choose, 
so long as it is in the 
place they finished their 
last shift, and does not in-
volve spending time with 
their children or signifi-
cant others.

Furthermore, each em-
ployee will be required 
( by Law ) to maintain a 
record of work done each 
week

The amount of time given to com-
plete their work will be strictly 
regulated and occasionally, the 
employee will be given more work 
than they can complete in the al-
lotted time.

Also, you will only receive pay 
for your regular shift at the of-
fice ( truck ) and there will be no 
compensation for the non working 
time, even though you have to stay 
at the office ( truck )

Companies are always looking 
for employee’s who will work for 
a company under these condi-
tions. You can sign up today, there 
is always ad’s in all media’s every 
where.

WELCOME TO TRUCKING.

WHY I fell in love with my trucking JOB

BABIES
We’ve distorted things to a point where people be-
lieve that anyone who opposes mothers killing their 
babies is waging a war on women. 

How can we be so foolish to believe such a thing? 
One must be able to recognize the depravity in which 
we have sunken as a society when valuing a baby’s 
life is frowned upon.
 Ben Carson

donAld TRuMp
In Less Than A Year
The Donald Trump 

Presidency
Has Exposed That His 

Opposition
Openly Burns The American 

Flag,
Kneels For The Anthem,

Attacks Police And Military,
Shuts Down Free Speech,

Destroys American History,
And Defends Sharia law.

Tell Us Again How 
The Leftist

Version Of America
Is Better For The Country

GOD’S WOrD
Fill your mind was God’s word and you will have no room for Satan’s lies

Best Kiss
The best kiss is the 
one that has been 

exchanged a thousand 
times between the eyes 

before it reaches the 
lips



HAWAiiAN PiZZA Bites

Chop ham into small pieces.
Roll out pizza dough to 1/8inch.
Cut out circles with a 2-inch round 
cutter.
Line sprayed muffin pan with dough.
Add tomato sauce, pineapple, and 
ham in dough cups.
Top with cheese.
Bake at 425°f for 10 minutes.

1 package Premium Old Fashioned 
Cooked Ham
1 cup pineapple
1/2 cup tomato sauce
1 cup mozzarella cheese
8 ounces pizza dough
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Th
e only difference betw

een a good day and a bad day is your attitude. - D
ennis S. Brow

n
With hard work, there are no limits. - Michael Phelps

Subscribe to the 
Black River Times

One Year Just $15

Send your information along with 
a check or money order to the 

Black River Times
1024 West Hart St.

Poplar Bluff, Mo. 63901

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

KitcHeN corNer
cUcUMBer salaD

2 medium cucumbers, thinly sliced
1/3 cup cider or white vinegar
1/3 cup water
2 tablespoons sugar
½ teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
1/3 cup sour cream

1. Place cucumbers in small glass or plastic bowl.
2. In tightly covered container, shake remaining 
    ingredients except dill weed. Pour over 
    cucumbers.
Cover and refrigerate at least 3 hours to blend 
flavors.
3. Drain cucumbers. Sprinkle with dill weed. Store 
covered in refrigerator.
4. After draining cucumbers, stir in 3/4 cup sour 
   cream or plain yogurt. Store covered in 
  refrigerator.

MY BOdY
If I die today,

what about my body?
Like the cover of an old book,

Its contents torn out,
And stripped of its lettering and gilding,

Lies here, food for worms.
But the work shall not be wholly lost:

For it will, as he believed, appear once more,
In a new and more elegant edition,

Revised and corrected By the Author.
Our soul goes into the conscious presence

of the Lord.
Our body is buried until the day of resurrection.
When Christ returns, we will be raised bodily

from the grave.
Body and soul reunited,

we will be with the Lord forever.

America is infected with Faithless-
ness, when it has infected every 
area of a culture, blurs the distinc-
tion between right and wrong, 
good and evil, morality and immo-
rality. Without truth, there is no reli-
able ethical basis for government, 
commerce, or social relationships. 
There are no solid standards. With-
out virtues upon which a majority 
agree, one can never be quite sure 
how another will conduct himself, 
and so everyone becomes untrust-
worthy.

In this context, mercy connotes 
steadfast love rather than a singular 
act of kindness toward somebody 
in need. It means, then, that peo-
ple waver in their loyalties. They 
pursue whatever fad comes along. 
We might say today that they “blow 
hot and cold.” When they are “hot” 
they are “hot,” but they can never 
seem to sustain it because, when 

their eyes are lured by some new, 
exciting interest, they are off in that 
direction until yet something else 
catches their imagination.

The “knowledge of God” includes 
two elements: First is the knowl-
edge about God, of His existence, 
Word, and way. The second is ac-
knowledging Him. This denotes 
commitment, a steady loyalty to 
Him personally and to His way of 
life as a pattern of living. The con-
text demands the second element, 
since God would have no reason 
to accuse people who were not 
aware of Him and His way of life. 
Because He is addressing those 
who have that basic knowledge, 
His complaints are directed at 
faithless, uncommitted people. 
In America, it is becoming almost 
impossible to find responsible and 
trustworthy people.
 John W. Ritenbaugh

AmericA todAy

Spread Some Good

T : Is IT True?
H : Is IT Helpful?
 I : Is IT InspIrIng?
n : Is IT necessary?
K : Is IT KInd?

• THINK •
Before You Speak

Agape is more than romantic love, it is more than friendship.
Agape is understanding, creative, redemptive good will to-
ward all man.

Agape is an Overflowing love which seeks nothing in return.
Theologians would say that it is the love of God operating in 
the human heart.

When you rise to love on this level, you love all man not 
because you like them, not because their ways appeal to you, 
but you love them because God loves them.
 MLK

CBS News recently revealed their an-
nual ‘Deadliest U.S. Cities’ report, 
ranking 63 of American’s most danger-
ous cities.

Care to guess what the murder capitol 
of the nation is right now?

If you said Chicago, you’d be wrong.

Same goes for Baltimore, New Orleans, 
Detroit, or Cleveland-– all of them are 
safer than our very own St. Louis, the 
murder capitol of America.

Also ranking in the top ten most dan-

gerous cities for 2017 is Kansas City, at 
number six! We still have almost TWO 
DOZEN places where you and I are 
still forced to be disarmed!

Hospitals, churches, most sports are-
nas, voting stations, daycares, most 
public transit systems

All of these locations are juicy targets 
to criminals looking for their next vic-
tim.

St. Louis was the murder capitol of the 
nation in 2006, 2010, and 2015

dEAdlIEST u.S. CITIES
THE GlASS

People who wonder whether the 
glass is

half empty or half full are missing 
the point.

The glass is rEFILLABLE

Jesus
The only one who won’t 

fail you
is the one I put my trust in.
That’d be Jesus, the son 

of God.
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Experience makes us wise. - William Hazlift

kids page

Answers on page 14

Across
1) You better 
watch out, you 
better not cry, 
you better not 
pout, I’m tell-
ing you why: 
_______.is com-
ing to town! (2 
Words)
4) Frosty the 
Snowman, is a 
fairytale, they 
say. He was 
______, but the 
children know he 
came to life one 
day. (3 Words)
6) These glittery decora-
tions are called icicles or 
“_____”.
9) I want a _____ for Christ-
mas!
12) It’s fun to sing, “Dash-
ing through the snow,in a 
one horse _______, o’er 
the fields we go. . . “ (2 
Words)
13) Reindeer who has a 
red nose.
14) You want to leave _____ 
for Santa to snack on when 
he visits. (3 Words)
Down
2) A Christmas Story warns 
if you have a BB gun, “You’ll 

________ out!” (3 Words)
3) Many families make 
rocky road ____ at Christ-
mastime.
5) He gets left alone at 
home and has to defend 
himself against two bur-
glers.
7) We wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a ______! 
(3 Words)
8) This train will take you to 
the North Pole! (2 Words)
10) Snowman that comes 
to life with a top hat.
11) Including Rudolph, how 
many reindeer were there?

Present  Banderas  Latkes  Tree
Kuumba  Frankincense  Snowy  Economics
Festive  Mistletoe  Holiday  Christmas
Cooking  Advent  Seasonal  Self Determination
Faith  Lights  Spiritual  Wassail
Kwanzaa  Responsibility  Gaiety  Celebration
Box  Agape  Tv Specials  Eight Days
Charity  Choir  Jesus  Creativity
Temple  Carols  Hanukkah  Boxing Day
Bows  Dreidel  Merry  Unity
Camel  Christmas Mass  Parade  Tinsel
Adornment  Angel  Candlelit  Moses
Thankfulness  Purpose  Menorah
Loyalty  Mount Sinai  Jubilee

HoLiDAYs

cHristMAs 2017

One Christmas, Joe and Peter 
built a skating rink in the middle 
of a field. A shepherd leading his 
flock decided to take a shortcut 
across the rink. The sheep, how-
ever, were afraid of the ice and 
wouldn’t cross it. Desperate, the 
shepherd began tugging them 
to the other side. ‘Look at that, 
‘remarked Peter to Joe, ‘That 
guy is trying to pull the wool over 
our ice!’

Q. What do you get if you cross 
Santa with a detective ?
A. Santa Clues!

Q: Why does Santa Claus go 
down the chimney on Christmas 
Eve?
A: Because it “ soots “ him!

Q. What happened when Guy 
ate the Christmas decorations?
A. He went down with tinsel-itis.

The judge asked the defendant 
what he was charged with. Doing 
my Christmas shopping early,” 
was the reply. “That not illegal!. 
How early were you shopping?” 
“Before the store was open.”

What did the reindeer say be-

fore launching into his comedy 
routine?
This will sleigh you.

Christmas: The time when ev-
eryone gets Santamental.

Just before Christmas, two 
brothers were spending the 
night at their Grandma’s house. 
At bed time, they knelt down to 
say their prayers. As they closed 
their eyes, one boy said in a 
loud voice, “Dear Lord, please 
ask Santa Claus to bring me a 
Wii, a telescope and a new bike.” 
His older brother said, “Why are 

you shouting? God isn’t deaf.” 
“I know,” said his brother, “but 
Grandma is.”

“Here’s a Christmas request I 
can’t give,” Santa said to Mrs. 
Claus. “Why not?” asked Mrs. 
Claus. “Here, read the letter.” 
Dear Santa, Will you please 
bring me some crocodile shoes 
for Christmas? Thanks, Pete 
“But you have lots of crocodile 
shoes,” said Mrs. Claus. “Why 
can’t you give him a pair?” “Be-
cause he didn’t tell me what size 
his crocodile wears.”



John Francis Wade 
made his living copy-
ing manuscripts by 
hand. Wade became 
famous for his artis-
tic calligraphy, and he 
had a knack for copy-
ing music as well. 

Scholars have debated 
whether Wade merri-
ly copied this Christ-
mas hymn or whether 
he actually wrote it. 
But recent scholar-
ship indicates that he 
did, in fact, write the 
hymn.

It was originally writ-
ten in Latin as “Adeste 
Fidelis.” Wade was 

a roman Catholic, 
and all services in the 
church were conduct-
ed in Latin. 

In 1750 he slipped this 
hymn into a manu-
script he was copying 
for the English ro-
man Catholic college 
in Lisbon, Portugal. 

Over 30 years later in 
1785, it was sent to 
the Portuguese chapel 
in London. The Duke 
of Leeds heard it sung 
there and included it 
in the repertoire of his 
own singing group. It 
soon became known 
around the world.

Oh come, all ye faithful, joyful 
and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to 
Bethlehem;

Come and behold him, born the 
King of angels;

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,

Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation,

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven 
above!

Glory to God, all glory in the 
highest;

Yea, Lord we greet Thee, born 
this happy morning

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;
Word of the father, now in flesh 

appearing;
 John Francis Wade (1711-1786 )
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Everything has its wonders, even darkness and silence. - Helen Keller

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am 
Chief.
 1 Timothy 1: 15 KJV

1.) Who was the father of Jo-
seph the husband of Mary?
A. Jacob 
B. Eleazar 
C. Azor 
D. Jechonias
2.) Which angel appeared to 
Mary?
A. Gabriel 
B. The Angel of the Lord 
C. Michael 
D. Gideon
3.) Who was promised not to 
see death, before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ?
A. Zacharias 
B. Joseph 
C. Simeon 
D. John the Baptist
4.) Who was the king of Judaea 
at the time of the birth of Je-
sus?
A. Herod 
B. Pilate 
C. Caesar 
D. Barnabas
5.) Where was Jesus born?
A. Nazareth 
B. Bethlehem 
C. Jerusalem 
D. Egypt

6.) How did the shepherds who vis-
ited Baby Jesus know where to find 
Him?
A. They were told in a dream. 
B. An angel of the Lord told them.
C. They read it in the ancient scrolls. 
D. A messenger from the east told 
them.
7.) How did the wise men who visited 
Baby Jesus know where to find Him?
A. They followed a star in the east. 
B. An angel of the Lord told them.
C. They were told in a dream. D. They 
followed a cloud before them.
8.) Which was not a gift the wise men 
brought to Jesus?
A. Myrrh 
B. Frankincense 
C. Silver 
D. Gold
9.) To escape from the king the angel 
of the Lord told Jesus’ family to go 
where?
A. Syria 
B. Egypt 
C. Bethlehem 
D. Palestine
10.) Where was Jesus raised after they 
returned?
A. Bethlehem 
B. Egypt 
C. Syria 
D. Nazareth

Answers on page 14

oH CoME All YE fAITHful

The SToRy BehinD The Song

twin springs Baptist church
1459 M Hwy • Poplar Bluff, MO 

 sunday school 10 AM
 Morning worship 11 AM
 evening worship 5 PM
 Wednesday evening 7 PM

Dec. 2nd Christian’s Men’s Round Table - @ 8:00 AM
Dec. 17th Come and enjoy The Christmas Play

 @ 5 PM

Th
e w

orld needs your story because the w
orld needs your voice. - Kerry W

ashington

Doctrinal preaching
Certainly bores the hypocrites; but it is only 

doctrinal preaching that will save 
Christ’s sheep.

The preacher’s job is to proclaim the faith, 
not to provide entertainment for unbelievers 
in other words, to feed the sheep rather than 

amused the goats
 i. i. Parker

THE WIll of God
The will of God will never take you,

Where the grace of God cannot keep you,
Where the arms of God cannot support you,

Where the riches of God cannot supply your needs,
Where the power of God cannot endow you.

The will of God will never take you,
Where the spirit of God cannot work through you,

Where the wisdom of God cannot teach you,
Where the army of God cannot protect you,
Where the hands of God cannot mold you.

The will of God will never take you,
Where the love of God cannot enfold you,

Where the mercies of God cannot sustain you,
Where the peace of God cannot calm your fears,

Where the authority of God cannot overrule for you.
The will of God will never take you,

Where the comfort of God cannot dry your tears,
Where the Word of God cannot feed you,

Where the miracles of God cannot be done for you,
Where the omnipresence of God cannot find you.

 Author known only to GOD

TesTing 101
When you are going through something hard

and wonder where God is, remember the teacher
is always quiet during a test.

Trust in the Lord

God’S nEXT HElpER
God found Gideon in a hole. 
He found Joseph in a prison. 

He found Daniel in a Lions Den.

He has a curious habit of showing 
up in the midst of trouble, not the 

absence of. 
Where the world sees failure, God 

sees future. 

Next time you feel unqualified to be 
used by God remember this, 

He tends to recruit from the pit, 
not the pedestal.

 Jon Acuff

This is a thought that came to me one day.

I imagined how easy things would be if I had 
the heart of Jesus.

I would be able to treat everyone nice and 
not become upset with anyone because of 

something that they had done to me.

I would be more forgiving.

Everything would be almost perfect.

I thought about asking for a heart and mind 
like Jesus the next time that I prayed.

Then I thought about all the things that 
Jesus had to endure.

I wasn’t really excited about the thought of 
having to endure things like that.

It’s like my pastor once said - people want 
deliverance from situations, but they don’t 
want to go through what it may take to get 

delivered.

I am ashamed to say that I haven’t exactly 
prayed for a heart like Jesus yet. Have you?

 Author known only to God

A HeArt Like Jesus



Mistakes are merely steps up the ladder. - Paul J. Meyer
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CANE CREEK COMMUNITY CLUB
The November 15 meeting of Cane 
Creek Community Club was held 
at eleven o’clock with Glenda Phil-
lips as hostess. Vivian Halcumb 
was a guest.

Marie Boxx, president, called the 
meeting to order followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Glenda Phil-
lips’ devotional was “Let Them Go” 
about letting our worries go and 
finding peace through God.

Minutes of the October meeting 
were read and approved. Wilma 
Rains gave the treasurer’s report. 
She will buy cards.

Roll call was remembering the day 
that President was assassinated 
and telling plans for Thanksgiving.

Officers for next year are: presi-
dent-- Wilma Rains, vice-pres-
ident and treasurer —Glenda 
Phillips, secretary—Marie Boxx, 
game leader—Nancy Wujcik, sun-
shine— Ruth Anderson.

Nancy Wujcik’s program was about 
centenarians and factors contribut-
ing to their longevity. She told of 

areas around the world which have 
the greatest number of people liv-
ing to be 100 years old or older. 
Some of the factors common to 
these areas included being active, 
having purpose in life, belonging 
to a faith-based community, seek-
ing relief from stress, and strong 
social and family support.

A “Gratitude Scavenger Hunt” was 
completed as a way to think about 
our many blessings.

Marie Boxx gave the blessing prior 
to Glenda serving lunch.

Thirteen lap robes were displayed 
and will be delivered to the Vet-
eran’s hospital.

The next meeting will be at 11 
o’clock at Wilma Rain’s home. 
Everyone will bring items for the 
Ozark Federal Savings and Loan 
backpack project.

The meeting was dismissed with 
prayer by Wilma Rains. Those 
present were: Ruth Anderson, Ma-
rie Boxx, Glenda Phillips, Wilma 
Rains, and Nancy Wujcik.

THE AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB

Answers on page 14

The Agee CommuniTy Club 
CelebrATes 85Th AnniversAry

The Agee Community Club met for their 
85th Anniversary of never missing a monthly 
meeting. The club was founded in November 
of 1932 as the, “Young Ladies Sewing Circle”. 
Dues were ten cents. The club motto was, 
“We would walk ten miles to go to club”. The 
second club name was the, “Agee Extension 
Club”. The club colors of blue and silver were 
established.

Grandma Funke served the first noon meal. 
Ruby Birdsong was the first to take the ladies 
out to eat. The club has had 22 members at 
one time. Some ladies did not want to be 
the club president because they usually got 
pregnant, yes; the club did give baby show-
ers. 

The farthest that ladies have gone to a club 
meeting was Cape Girardeau MO. The club 
ladies made quilt blocks for each of their chil-
dren that were put into a quilt. 

The final name for the club became, “The 
Agee Community Club”.

The ladies met at Ryan’s on November 
3rd, with Jeanie Figgins as hostess. Club 
President Cathy Womack opened the meet-
ing with the group repeating the club motto, 
“When the heart is full of love the world is full 
of beauty”. Invocation was offered by Nickey 
Orton. 

Devotional was from Ephesians 6:23-24 

and read by Figgins. Club election that was 
postponed, was held and officers assumed 
offices. Cathy Womack, Club President. Nick-
ey Orton, Vice President. Nadine Johnson, 
Historian. Jeanie Figgins, Secretary/Trea-
surer/Reporter. The secretary and treasurer 
report and club history was read by Figgins. 
Plans for the Christmas club meeting were 
discussed. 

Johnson will be the December hostess. Roll 
call was answered by stating your favorite 
fall color. Orton and Figgins each brought 
needlework, Orton crosstitched a beautiful 
book mark. Figgins crocheted character hats, 
blanket and dress. Orton won first place and 
Figgins won second place.

Johnson gave the ladies handouts that have 
recipes and copies of the Black River Times. 
Various articles were read by the ladies. 
Johnson read a poem written by belated 
club member, Orel Smith titled, “Blessings 
Abound”. Johnson also showed a gift she 
had received from a relative who brought to 
her from Florida that was carved from wood 
or coconuts. Bingo was played and prizes 
won by Johnson and Orton. Door prize was 
won by Womack. 

The ladies were dismissed by repeating the 
club collect, Be Still and know that I am God, 
Psalms 46:10.

(Questions? Call Nadine Johnson at  
573-785-1182 Thanks!)

John C. King
Independent Agent

Medicare • Supplement  •  Life • Health • Term Life
Nursing Home Care • Critical Illness

Local: (573) 300-5088     
email: kingjohn742@gmail.com

2519 High St., Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Guaranteed issue life insurance
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cHristMAs FooD
2) Sometimes homemade, these 
breads are usually “brown n serve”. 
(2 Words)
3) Many tasty variations such as 
apple, cherry, pumpkin and pecan 
grace the table.
6) A heated beverage consisting of 
shaved chocolate, melted chocolate 
or cocoa powder, heated milk & 
sugar. (2 Words)
7) This dish is a favorite made with 
cream of mushroom soup, onions 
& other ingredients, topped with 
French’s Fried onion rings (3 Words)
9) Fluffy, mashed, & whipped white 
clouds with pats of melting butter 
and topped with gravy is delicious. 
(2 Words)
13) Served baked or heated in a 
pan with brown sugar, or whipped or 
made into a sweet pie with melted 
marshmallows on top. (2 Words)
14) Tasty houses made of this are 
decorated with gum drops, icing and 
other candies.
16) Mix of diced pineapple, 

strawberries, mandarin oranges, 
bananas, apples, grapes, peaches 
mixed with small marshmallows & 
whipped topping. (2 Words)
17) Usually homemade from the 
drippings of the turkey, this is great 
drizzled over mashed potatoes.
19) Bake these and decorate with 
Royal icing to leave out for Santa 
Claus! (2 Words)
Down
1) Also known as Russian Tea 
Cakes, these are round, powdered 
cookies with nuts. (3 Words)
4) Drink made from a mixture of 
beaten eggs, cream, & flavorings & 
sometimes alcohol.
5) The main dish at most Christmas 
and Thanksgiving dinners.
8) Jellied sauce made from tangy, 
tart berries. (2 Words)
10) Peppermint candy sticks, usually 
white and red striped. (2 Words)
11) Either put inside the turkey and 
baked, or served alongside the 
turkey. Also known as dressing.

723 HWY 53 (across from Cash Saver)
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
PH.# 573-785-EASY

573-785-3279

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!

For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We Offer:
Payday Loans

We have the money you need NOW 
 in less than 30 minutes.

12) Christmas cake packed 
with dried fruit and nuts.
15) With flavors like rocky 
road, peppermint, peanut but-
ter, fantasy, this soft confection 
is the best homemade!
18) Honey baked or brown 

sugar-glazed with pineapple 
rings attached, leftovers of this 
make delicious sandwiches.

loVE
Today I will choose love.

If I mistakenly choose distraction, 
perfection, criticism, or negativity 

over love,
I will choose love next.

I will choose love until it becomes my 
default choice... my gut instinct...

my natural reaction. 
I will choose love until it becomes 

who I am
 rachel Macy Stafford

I never understood why going to 
church made you a hypocrite, be-
cause nobody goes to church be-
cause they’re perfect. If you’ve got 
it all together you don’t need to go.

You can go jogging with all the 
other perfect people on Sunday 
morning. Every time you go to 
church you’re confessing again to 

yourself, your family, to the people 
you pass on the way there, to the 
people who will greet you there, 
that you don’t have it all together, 
and that you need their support. 

You need their direction, you need 
some accountability. You need 
some help.
 Rich Mullins

A Hypocrite

HeLLo WiNter soLstice! 

December 21st
The shortest day & 

the longest night of 

the year.

Begin by standing on a com-
fortable surface, where you will 
have plenty of room at each side.

With a 5 pound potato bag in 
each hand extend your arms 
straight out from your sides and 
hold them there as long as you 
can try to reach a full minute 
and then relax.

Each day you’ll find that you 
can hold this position for just a 
bit longer.

After a couple of weeks move 
up to 10 pound potato bags 
then try 50 pound potato bags 

and evidently try to get to where 
you can lift a 100 pound potato 
bag in each hand and hold your 
arms straight out for more than 
one minute ( I’m now at this 
level ).

After you 
feel 

confident 
at this level 

you can 
start by 

putting one 
potato in 
each bag.

EXERCISE foR pEoplE oVER 60
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You can always begin again. - Jack Kornfield
Rem

em
ber that a gesture of friendship, no m

atter how
 sm

all, is alw
ays appreciated. - h

. Jackson Brow
n Jr.

From the Kitchen of
Laura L. 
Chatman

My favorite
One package (12 ounces) milk chocolate chips

One package (6 ounces) 
semi sweet chocolate chips

One can sweetened condensed milk
One teaspoon vanilla 1/2 cup chopped nuts

Place chips in top of double boiler over hot water.
Stir frequently and melt. Remove from heat stir in 
remaining ingredients. Pour into 8 by 8 pan lined 
with waxed paper. Refrigerate until firm. Remove 

from pan peel off wax paper cut as desired.

Refrigerator
Fudge

tHousAND HiLLs coWBoY cHurcH
875 HIGHWAY 51 FISK, MISSOURI

Pastor Kevin Murray
Every Tuesday night

Music starts at 6:30 PM 
Service starts at 7 PM

Everyone is welcome - Come as you are

Don’t Salt Beans 
 While Cooking

This myth asserts that salting will 
make the beans tough. What really 
happens is that sodium softens beans 
skins, leaving them wholly intact and 
able to absorb more seasoning.

Washing Mushrooms 
Reduces Flavor

I don’t know about you, but I ain’t 
eatin’ dirty mushrooms. There’s a 
myth that mushrooms are porous, 
water will get absorbed, ruining their 
texture and flavor. Some cooks clean 
them by brushing or wiping, some 
peel, and others forgo cleaning. But 
a 5-minute soak resulted in about 
1/16 of absorption and no change 
in flavor. So go ahead and give them 
a quick rinse!

Alcohol Evaporates 
as You Cook

It’s true that some alcohol cooks use to 
much, and not all of it gets vaporized. 
Truthfully, it would take three hours or 
so for it to completely evaporate from 
your dish.

Oil Should Be Added to Pasta 
Water

Oil does not make pasta less sticky 
when boiling it as it actually separates 
from the water during cooking. Pasta 
aficionados cite that it can prevent 
sauce from clinging to your pasta 
as well. Salt the water, boil and stir 
the pasta, and if you want, toss with 
oil afterwards to keep your noodles 
separate.

Searing Meat Makes it Juicier
Nope. You only enhance flavor while 

you sear due to caramelization and 
the Maillard reaction, but moisture 
is actually lost when searing at high 
temps. To help meat retain moisture, 
cook at a lower temperature and al-
low it to rest for a few minutes after 
cooking.

It’s Better to Flip Meat Once
Letting your steaks sit on the grill for 
minutes before doing one magic flip 
halfway through cooking? You don’t 
have to. Flipping multiple times helps 
meat to cook faster and more evenly. 
You may not get grill lines, but you’ll 
cut down on your cooking time.

Salt Makes Watermelon 
Sweeter

Okay, so the watermelon itself won’t 
get any sweeter, but it tastes sweeter 
due to your taste buds getting an ex-
tra jolt and making you salivate. The 
combo of salt and watermelon water 
make the little sensor on your tongue 
experience sweetness intensified.

Salting Water Makes it Boil 
Faster

This is from chemistry class: salt raises 
water’s boiling point. However, it 
doesn’t make it boil any faster. In-
stead, salt helps to flavor what you’re 
cooking in the water.

Don’t Soap Cast Iron 
Skillets

It’s true that in order to maintain your 
precious skillet that you should not 
soak it, but washing it with a little 
soap and water to remove grease is 
fine. You won’t damage the pan or its 
seasoning. For extra grimy pans, use 
kosher salt as a scouring agent and 

wipe it with a paper towel. Rinse, and 
dry with a towel.

Lobsters Scream in Boiling 
Water

You’ve all heard that sound when you 
plop a living lobster into a vat of boil-
ing water. As a kid, it scared the beje-
ezus out of me. That high-pitched tone 
that makes some of you feel slightly 
guilty is steam escaping through its 
shell. Sleep better now.

Rinse Your Pasta After Cook-
ing

Why do that? Some believe that the 
method works like blanching, but it 
only removes starches that add fla-
vor to your dish. Rinse if you need 
cold pasta or for a quick warm-up for 
drained (but sitting) pasta.

Leaving Pits in Avocados 
Keeps them from Browning

Untrue. A pit will not stop your avo-
cado or guacamole from oxidizing, 
but wrapping it tightly in plastic can 
help. Squeezing some citrus like lime 
or lemon onto it can slow down the 
enzyme that causes browning, but 
eventually, if left uneaten, it will hap-
pen.

Milk in Your Eggs is like 
PB & J

Many people have been adding milk 
or cream to their eggs for ages as a 
texture enhancer. Milk does help to 
stretch out scrambled eggs, but add-
ing it also makes them thinner, risk-
ing the chance of overcooking them. 
If it’s a flavor booster you’re looking 
for, trying something like soy sauce!

Cooking Wisdom
You can probably hear your grandmother or mother telling you to salt the water before you cook. Most of us 

have heard that one, but do you know why we’re told to do it? 
The list below delves into some kitchen advice and cooking wisdom that can be put to bed.

If you counted all the 
gifts that were given 
in the song “Twelve 
Days of Christmas” 
you would realize that 
the number of gifts be-

ing presented were 364 in total, thus 
a gift was given for each day of the 
year.

It was once believed that any 
woman who went under a 
mistletoe and was not kissed 
would not marry the coming 
year.

The people at reynolds make a sub-
stantial amount of money selling foil 
during the Yuletide season. It has 
been confirmed that at least 3000 
tons of foil are used to wrap turkeys 
annually.

Pig’s head, it’s 
what’s for din-
ner. The tradi-
tional Christmas 
dinner in Eng-

land used to be a pig head prepared 
with a mustard sauce. Most English 
folk are possibly quite delighted that 

this isn’t the case anymore.

Bake your bread 
on Christmas Eve 
and it will remain 
fresh forever. If 

only. There is an old wives’ tale that 
actually suggests that bread baked 
on Christmas Eve is mold resistant. 
While it cannot be known now how 
many people believed this, it’s pretty 
obvious that any believers would be 
converted after the appearance of 
mold on their bread beyond 5 days 
or so.

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA

Little Bobby was spending the week-
end with his grandmother. His grand-
mother decided to take him to the 
park on Saturday morning. It had been 
snowing all night and everything was 
beautiful.

His grandmother remarked... “Doesn’t 
it look like an artist painted this scen-
ery? Did you know God painted this 
just for you?”

Bobby said, “Yes, God did it and he 
did it left handed.” This confused his 
grandmother a bit, and she asked 
him “What makes you say God did 
this with his left 
hand?” “Well,” 
said Bobby, “We 
learned at Sunday 
School last week 
that Jesus sits on 
Gods right hand

lITTlE BoBBY
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Don’t let your fear paralyze you. - Lori Deschene

From Sunny Skidmore 
at KLID radio

The foods to help cope against 
depression are:

Mushrooms, spinach, chicken, 
fish and turkey

3 to 4 squares of Dark Chocolate
Also vitamins B6 and D3

If you’re on medicine ask your 
doctor about taking these vitamins

To help lower high blood pres-
sure, Balsamic vinegar and garlic

Cinnamon helps against diabetes 
according to pharmacist Ben, of 
GCN Chromium and Vanadium 
also according to Pharmacist Ben 
for Diabetes

For more info from pharmacist 
Ben tune in to his show on KLID 
between 7 and 8 PM Monday 
through Friday and Dr. Assa show 
on GCN on KLID
Monday through Friday at 8 to 9 
PM

This information is not to take the 
place of your Doctor’s advice.

DoUg Wiles
Bc-His

573-701-9015
1035 e. Karsch Blvd
farmington, 63640

573-776-7800
1409 n. Westwood Blvd
Poplar Bluff, 63901

HeAriNG
screeNiNG

free
Call TODAY to schedule a

old MAnuRE SpREAdER
$1 or best offer (WASHInGTon, dC)

Fifty-year old manure spreader. Not sure of brand. Said to have been pro-
duced in Congress used for a few years in House of representatives before 
being smuggled into the US Senate. Of questionable pedigree. Does not ap-
pear to have ever been worked hard. Apparently, it was pampered by various 
owners over the years.

It doesn’t work very often, but when it does it can sling manure for amazing 
distances. I really don’t want it hanging around getting in the way. I would 
prefer a foreign buyer to relocate the manure spreader out of the country. 
I would be willing to trade it for a nicely framed copy of the United States 
Constitution.

location: Currently being stored in Washington, d.C.

A young man named Chuck 
bought a horse from a farmer for 
$250. The farmer agreed to de-
liver the horse the next day. The 
next day, the farmer drove up to 
Chuck’s house and said “sorry 
son, but I have some bad news, 
the horse died.” Chuck replied, 
“well, then just give me my money 
back.”

The farmer said, “Can’t do that. I 
went and spent it already.” Chuck 
said, “Ok then, just bring me the 
dead horse.” The farmer asked, 
“What ya gonna do with him?” 
Chuck said, I’m going to raffle him 
off.” The farmer said, “You can”t 
raffle off a dead horse!” Chuck 
said, “Sure I can, Watch me. I just 
won’t tell anybody he’s dead.” 

A month later, the farmer met up 
with Chuck and asked, “What 
happened with that dead horse?” 
Chuck said, “I raffled him off. 
I sold 500 tickets at five dol-
lars a piece and made a profit of 
$2495.” The farmer said, “Didn’t 
anyone complain?” Chuck said, 
“Just the guy who won. So I gave 
him his five dollars back.” Chuck 
now works for the government.

 Just thinking ~ Lee

YOU’RE a WINNER

1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM

Twas the night before Christmas and 
Santa’s a wreck...

How to live in a world that’s politically 
correct?

The labor conditions at the North Pole, 
were alleged by the union, to stifle the 
soul. And equal employment had made 
it quite clear, that Santa had better not 

use just reindeer.

The runners had been removed from 
his beautiful sleigh, because the ruts 
were deemed dangerous by the EPA, 

and his fur trimmed red suit was called 
“unenlightened”.

Rudolf was suing over unauthorized 
use of his nose. He went to Geraldo, in 
front of the Nation, demanding millions 

in over-due 
workers compensation.

So...half of the reindeer were gone, 
and his wife who suddenly said she’d 
had enough of this life, joined a self 

help group, packed and left in a whiz, 
demanding from now on that her title 

was Ms. and as for gifts.. why, he’d never 
had the notion that making a choice 

could cause such commotion. Nothing 
of leather, nothing of fur... Which meant 
nothing for him or nothing for her. Noth-
ing that clamored or made lots of noise.

Nothing for just girls and nothing for 
just boys. Nothing that claimed to be 

gender specific, Nothing that’s warlike or 
non-pacifistic. No candy or sweets...they 

were bad for the tooth.

And fairy tales...while not yet forbidden, 
were like Ken and Barbie, better off hid-
den, for they raised the hackles of those 

psychological, who claimed the only 
good gift was one ecological.

No baseball, no football...someone 
might get hurt, besides - playing sports 
exposed kids to dirt.  Dolls were said 
to be sexist and should be passe. So 

Santa just stood there, disheveled and 
perplexed, he just couldn’t figure out 
what to do next? He tried to be merry 
he tried to be gay, but you must have 

to admit he was having a very bad day. 
His sack was quite empty, it was flat on 
the ground, nothing fully acceptable was 

anywhere to be found.

Something special was needed, a gift 
that he might, give to us all, without 

angering the left or the right.

A gift that would satisfy - with no indeci-
sion, each group of people in every 

religion.
Every race, every hue, everyone, every-

where...even you!

So here is that gift, it’s price beyond 
worth...

“MAY YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES,
ENJOY PEACE ON EARTH”

By a nonPolitician

A PoliTiCAlly CorreCT ChrisTmAs Poem

WHAT kIdS ASk 
THEIR 

pAREnTS
1. So do I really NEED a 401(K) ?
2. What’s the difference between a 
    PPO and a HMO
3. What number do I claim on my 
     taxes?
4. How the heck do I cook rice?
5. So what do I do if my tire is flat ?
6. But how long can I drive on a flat 
    tire ?
7. WHY IS HEAT SO EXPENSIVE ?
8. How do I know if steak is medium 
    rare and not going to-get-
   salmonella rare?
9. Is there any way I can appeal jury 
    duty ?
10. What happens if I don’t show up 
       for jury duty ?
11. How much do you think a dog/
      cat would cost ?
12. What do I bring to a dinner 
party?
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Clear your mind of can’t. - Anonymous
A

 bad attitude can literally block love, blessings, and destiny from
 finding you. - M

andy h
ale

Poplar Bluff 
Police 

Department 
Employee 

recognition

Cpl. Knapp was hired full-time in July of 2006.  
He is a graduate of the Southeast Missouri 
State University Law Enforcement Academy. 
He was promoted to Corporal in 2011. 

Knapp supervises the School Resource Of-
ficer Division and serves as Poplar Bluff Se-
nior High School Resource Officer.

Cpl. Knapp

Employee Recognition
Thomas Taylor

Hi. I’m Thomas Taylor & I have a 
9 month old daughter, Emberly 
Grace. I live at Wappapello & I 
have been & a volunteer fire-
fighter with Butler County Fire & 
with Wappapello Fire for 2 years. 
I have been working in EMS as an 
EMT-B for Butler County EMS for 
6 months. 

I enjoy being able to serve my 
community & help keep them safe. 
I’m currently going to school at 
TRC studying Fire science. After 
this I will be continuing my educa-
tion to become a  licensed RN.

Butler County
Sheriffs

Department
Employee 

recognition

Brian Kearbey attended 
Missouri Sheriff’s Associa-
tion Training Academy in 
2008-2009. After graduat-
ing the academy he was 
hired as a Correction’s Of-
ficer in the jail in August 
2009. 

Since that time he has 

served as a Communica-
tion’s Officer, Communi-
cation’s Supervisor, Front 
Desk Officer, and Road Of-
ficer. 

His current position is in 
Dispatch where he has 
served since 6/2017.

Brian Kearbey

“The world is filled with vio-
lence. Because criminals carry 
guns, we decent law-abiding 
citizens should also have 
guns. Otherwise they will win 
and the decent people will 
lose.”
 James Earl Jones

Mary Killian sent me this. It sounds 
a lot like the stories my mother used 
to tell. 

“Years ago, an Alabama grand-
mother gave the new bride the fol-
lowing recipe for washing clothes. 
It appears just as it was written, and 
despite the spelling, has an impor-
tant bit of philosophy.

“Build fire in backyard to heat ket-
tle of rain water. Set tubs so smoke 
won’t blow in eyes if wind is pert. 
Shave one hole cake of lie soap in 
boiling water. Sort things, make 3 
piles. 1 pile white, 1 pile colored, 1 
pile work britches and rags.

To make starch, stir flour in cool 
water to smooth, then thin down 
with boiling water. Take white 
things, rub dirty spots on board, 
scrub hard, and boil, then rub. Col-
ored don’t boil, just wrench and 
starch. Take things out of kettle with 
broom stick handle, just wrench 
and starch. Hand old rags on fence.

Spread tea towels on grass. Pore 
wrench water in flower bed. Scrub 
porch with hot soapy water. Turn 
tubs upside down.

Put on clean dress, smooth hair 
with hair combs. Brew up of tea, 
sit and rock a spell and count your 
blessings.”

Paste this over your washer and 
dryer. Next time you think things 
are bleak, read it again, kiss that 
washing machine and dryer, and 
give thanks you live in this day and 
age. First thing each morning, you 
should run and hug your washer 
and dryer, also your toilet. Those 

two-hol-
ers used 
to get 
m i g h t y 
cold.”
 

Judy 
Young

THE WaY IT WaS

And WHAT ARE THEY GoInG To do nEXT
To help save the economy, the government will announce 
next month that the Immigration Department will start 
deporting seniors (instead of illegals) in order to lower 

Social Security and Medicare costs. Older people are easier 
to catch and will not remember how to get back home.

 rex Johnson

Missouri Hwy
Patrol 

Employee 
recognition

John J West

I am a graduate of Greenville High 
School, and attended college at Cul-
ver-Stockton College. While attend-
ing college the terrorist attacks that 
occurred on September 11, 2001, 
caused me to join the United Stated 
Army, where I was fortunate enough 
to serve five years as a gunner in a 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle and serve 
as an instructor. During my time in 
the Army, I served a thirteen-month 
deployment in Iraq.  I am grateful to 
serve my county and now I get to 
serve my state as a Trooper in the 
MSHP.  

I became a member of the Missouri 

State Highway Patrol in July 1, 2008.  
After completing the academy, I was 
stationed in Troop C, Zone 19, Pike 
and Lincoln County.  In October 
2011, I transferred to Troop E, Zone 
3, Wayne County.  On February 1, 
2017, I was promoted to Corporal in 
Zone 1, Butler and Ripley County.   

My wife, Christy, and I were married 
on October 14, 2006.  We have three 
amazing children, Ashlyn, Ariel and 
John.   In what spare time, I do have 
after chasing around my children, I 
enjoy coaching my children’s sports, 
fishing and hunting with my family. 



I will not take “but” for an answer. - Langston Hughes
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3092 Westwood Blvd. Poplar Bluff

Phone # 573-727-9269
open Tues & Wed 8-5 Thur 8-6

Fri 7-5 Sat 7-12

pEoplE
You don’t meet people by accident.

There’s always a reason a lesson or a blessing

loRI JoRdAn
I’m not big on New Year’s resolu-
tions. But I do like to see the New 
Year as a chance for a fresh start.

In recent years I have picked one 
word as a theme for that year. I’m 
not saying it did much for me ex-
cept maybe stay as a sticky note 
on my computer for a couple of 
weeks. But the intent was there. 
And I thought one word to focus 
on throughout the year would be a 
lot easier than a list of ¨often unat-
tainable goals.

This year was a little different. I be-
came engaged to a man ¨now my 
husband who had a heart so big so 
kind I saw Jesus in him. I thought 
to myself wow I’m supposed to be 

a Christian woman and I’m pretty 
sure others don’t see me like that. I 
don’t have a heart like that a heart 
like Jesus. I wanted a heart like Je-
sus.

I started a Facebook page and 
publicly stated my intent which 
wasn’t easy for me. But I thought 
it would be a way to hold myself 
accountable and maybe encourage 
some others along the way.

Now the good and the bad. The 
bad my heart isn’t as much more 
like Jesus as I would like it to be. 
My facebook page ended up be-
ing a place where I posted verses 
inspirational quotes and Christian 
songs. Not exactly paving the road 
for a heart like Jesus.

The good I named the page A 
Heart Like Jesus. I posted daily 
so every day I saw that phrase 
and hopefully ¨consciously or 
not at least a little something in 
my behavior or thought pattern 
changed. Perhaps I didn’t say 
something I normally would have 
or maybe I had a kinder thought 
towards a person than I would’ve 
had in past months. I would like to 

think my heart has grown a little 
kinder. But I am only human.

But here is where there is another 
opportunity to have a heart like 
Jesus. I could sit here and beat my-
self up for not doing more. For set-
tling for just posting a verse a day 
on the A Heart Like Jesus page. 
For not going to church every 
Sunday. For not reading my Bible 
every day. The list goes on.

But I would like to think if Je-
sus were sitting beside me with 
his arm around me those aren’t 
the things he would be saying. 
Maybe How happy l am that you 
have this desire that you have set 
this intent¡ I mean think of how 
proud you would be as a parent 
if your child wanted to emulate 
your best trait.

So no I’m not going to beat my-
self up for not doing as well as I 
could have. I’m going to see this 
as a stepping stone and be excit-
ed for what new intent I can set 
for next year. An intent coaxes 
and encourages. It doesn’t de-
mand like a resolution. Sounds 
like a heart like Jesus.



Life has no remote, so wake up and change it. - Sushil Singh
W

henever you think it’s the end, it’s probably just the start of som
ething else. - Jen g

otch
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Something a lot of us should 
think about BEFORE opening 
our mouth-hole in public. Es-
pecially, when we obviously 
are not aware of the circum-
stances involved or the pain 
they could so easily cause oth-
ers ...

‘Some people!’ snorted a gen-
tleman standing behind me 
in the long line at the grocery 
store.

‘You would think the manager 
would pay attention and open 
another line,’ said another 
woman.

I looked to the front of the line 
to see what the hold up was 
and saw a well dressed, young 
woman, trying to get the ma-
chine to accept her credit card. 
No matter how many times she 
swiped it, the machine kept re-
jecting it.

‘It’s one of them welfare card 
things. Darn people need to 
get a job like everyone else,’ 
opined the man standing be-
hind me.

The young woman turned 
around to see who had made 
the comment.

‘It was me,’ he said, proudly 
pointing to himself. The young 
lady’s face began to change 
expression. Almost in tears, 
she dropped the welfare card 
onto the counter and quickly 
walked out of the store.

Everyone in the checkout line 
watched as she began running 
to her car. Never looking back, 
she got in and drove away. Af-
ter developing cancer in 1977 
and having had to use food 
stamps; I had learned never to 
judge anyone, without know-
ing the circumstances of their 
life.
This certainly turned out to be 
the case today.

Several minutes later a young 
man came into the store and 
going up to the cashier, asked 
if she had seen a woman, that 
he described to her.

The cashier answered, she had 
run out of the store, gotten into 

her car, and driven away. ‘Why 
would she do that?’ asked 
the man. Everyone in the line 
looked around at the fellow 
who had made the statement.

‘I made a stupid comment 
about the welfare card she was 
using. Something I shouldn’t 
have said. I’m sorry,’ said the 
man.

‘Well, that’s bad, real bad, in 
fact. Her brother was killed 
in Afghanistan two years ago. 
He had three young children 
and she has taken on the re-
sponsibility of raising them ... 
She’s twenty years old, single, 
and now has three children to 
support,’ he said in a voice so 
low you could only just barely 
hear.

I’m really truly sorry ..I didn’t 
know, said the man, now too 
late with remorse.

The young man asked, ‘Are 
these paid for?’ pointing to the 
shopping cart full of groceries.

‘No, the machine wouldn’t 
take her card,’ the clerk told 
him.

‘Do you know where she lives?’ 
asked the gentleman behind 
me, who’d made the comment. 
‘Yes, she goes to our church,’ 
the young man answered.

‘Excuse me,’ said the gentle-
man behind me, pulling out 
his wallet, and removing his 
credit card from it, as he made 
his way to the front of the line 
and telling the cashier, ‘Here, 
please use my card ...’ The 
clerk took his credit card and 
began to ring up the young 
woman’s groceries.

‘Hold on,’ said the gentleman. 
He walked back to his shop-
ping cart and began loading 
his own groceries onto the belt 
to be included. Adding, ‘Come 
on people lets help this woman 
and three kids.

Everyone began to place their 
groceries onto the fast moving 
belt. A few customers began 
bagging the food and placing it 
into separate carts.

‘Go back and get two big tur-
keys,’ yelled a heavyset wom-
an, as she looked at the man.

‘NO ! ! !’ yelled the gentleman.

Everyone stopped dead in their 
tracks. The entire store became 
quiet for several seconds.

‘Make that FOUR turkeys,’ he 
yelled.

Everyone began laughing and 
went back to work. When all 
was said and done the man 
paid a total of $1,646.57 for 
the groceries. He then walked 
over to the side, pulled out his 
check book, and began writing 
another check using the bags of 
dog food piled near the front of 
the store for a writing surface.

When he finished writing, he 
turned around and handed the 
check to the young man say-
ing, ‘She will need a freezer 
and a few other things as well.’

The young man looked incred-
ulously at the amount of the 
check and said, ‘This is really 
... very generous of you.’

‘No,’ said the gentleman. ‘It 
was her brother who was the 
generous one to me

Everyone in the store who’d 
been a part of this whole com-
motion ... all of a sudden be-
gan to clap.

As I drove home that day, I was 
feeling very American. We live 
in the land of the free, because 
of the brave ...

Please remember all of our 
Troops. Those of yesterday and 
those of today This is a great 
example of why we should be 
kind and patient. As kindness is 
the language the blind can see 
and the deaf can hear.

May the many blessings of 
America continue to be with 
all of us. Hopefully this will not 
only open a few eyes and many 
hearts but maybe even keep a 
few of our mouths shut ...

And so it is that ... we should 
be thinking about such things 
as this.

a HEaRTfELT STORY

THE MInd
The mind is it like water. 

When it’s turbulent, it’s difficult to see.
When he is calm, everything becomes 

clear.

pIAno
Life is like a piano the white 
keys represent happiness and 
the black keys shows sadness. 

But as you go through life’s 
journey, remember that the 

black keys also makes music.

Be fearless
The phrase 

“do not be afraid”
 is written in the 
Bible 365 times. 

That’s a daily 
reminder from God 

to live every day 
being fearless.



Don’t go through life; grow through life. - Eric Butterworth
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Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

Experience the book that 
shapes history! On Novem-
ber 17, Museum of the Bible 
opens in Washington DC, just 
three blocks from the Capitol. 
It’s a place where everyone 
can engage with the Bible—its 
history, narratives, and im-
pact. Through personal ex-
ploration, interactive media, 
and advanced technologies, 
the Bible comes to life in new 
ways, from the dramatic en-
trance to media programs, to 
an adventure space for chil-
dren to encounter the young 
people of the
Bible.

Or visit the New Testament 
Theater and the World of Je-
sus of Nazareth, the Hebrew 
Bible experience, or the His-
tory of the Bible floor! It’s 
just a sampling of the ways 
to experience this book of all 
books! And from Cary Sum-
mers, president of Museum 
of the Bible— this invitation: 
“Let’s engage our families, our 
communities, our nation and 
our world with the Bible!”

At the Museum of the Bible

The first Bible printed in 
America

Among the many Bibles on 
display at Museum of the 
Bible in Washington, DC, is 
a first edition of the so-called 
“Eliot Indian Bible.” It’s the 
first Bible printed in America 
and in a Native American 
language! John Eliot, a Cam-
bridge scholar and Christian 
missionary, was a gifted trans-
lator and linguist.

With the assistance of several 
native speakers, he learned 
the Wôpanâak dialect of the 
tribes of colonial New Eng-
land. His New Testament 
translation was printed in 
1661. Two years later he com-
pleted the Old Testament in 
Wôpanâak. His translations 

documented a language that 
didn’t exist in written form 
before his translation, and 
decades before other English 
and European language trans-
lations of the Bible would be 
printed in America.

The lincoln Bible
Did you know that the iconic 
”Lincoln Bible” was actually 
not Lincoln’s personal Bible, 
but was that used at his inau-
gural in 1861? Lincoln trav-
eled to Washington, DC sepa-
rately from his family, and 
under threat of assassination, 
his luggage and Bible were left 
behind. The chief justice pro-
vided an 1853 KJV, and Lin-
coln swore the oath of office 
on this Bible. It is what is now 
known as the “Lincoln Bible.”

There’s no question about the 
impact of the Bible on Lin-
coln’s personal and political 
life. Lincoln’s most famous 
writings contain biblical quo-
tations or references, many 
from the Psalms and the Gos-
pels. Lincoln himself wrote: 
“In regard to this Great Book, 
I have but to say, it is the best 
gift God has given to man.”

The lunar Bible: The first 
Bible on the Moon

In 1971, on the Apollo 14 
Saturn rocket, Astronaut Ed-
gar Mitchell carried the first 
complete copy of the Bible to 
the moon’s surface. All 1,245 
pages and 773,746 words of 
the King James Bible were 
condensed on a piece of mi-
crofilm, and now known as 
the Lunar Bible, which is part 
of the Impact of the Bible 
Floor at Museum of the Bible 
in Washington, D.C.

But the story began earlier, 
in 1967. During a launch pad 
test, three astronauts were 
killed. Before his death, senior 
pilot Ed White told a reporter 
he hoped to someday take a 

Bible to the moon. In 1971, 
to honor his memory, Edgar 
Mitchell took the Lunar Bible 
to the moon on Apollo 14!

The Bible of the American 
revolution: The Aitken Bible
The Bible held a significant 
place in the culture of early 
America, and one particular 
printed Bible—the Aitken 
Bible—became known as the 
“Bible of the American revo-
lution!” After the colonies 
declared independence, the 
British put an embargo on any 
Bibles exported to America. 
No English Bibles had ever 
been printed in the colonies.

In 1781, print shop owner 
robert Aitken petitioned 
Congress to approve a pub-
lication of the Bible. In 1782, 
the congressional chaplains 
approved of Aitken’s “execu-
tion” of the Bible and Con-
gress “recommended this 
edition of the Bible to the in-
habitants of the United States.”

Martin luther king and the 
Bible

A song we immediately as-
sociate with the civil rights 
movement is from Psalm 16:8: 
“I have set the LOrD before 
me . . . I shall not be moved!” 
The Bible played a pivotal role 
in the civil rights movement— 
and Martin Luther King was 
often its spokesperson.

King frequently quoted the 
Bible in his speeches, and 
certainly in his now iconic 
speech in the nation’s capi-
tal in 1963, from Isaiah 
40:4–5: “I have a dream 
that one day every valley 
should be exalted . . . and 
the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it . . .” And on No-
vember 17, Museum of the 
Bible opens in Washington, 
D.C., celebrating this book 
of all books!

MuSEuM of THE BIBlE In WASHInGTon, d.C.

Myself
I’m learning to love 
myself it’s the hard-
est thing I’ve ever 

done

LOVE
The difference between “like” 

“ love” and “in love” is the 

same as the difference 

between “for now” “for a 

while” and “forever”

GENIUS
They say we can learn from our 

mistakes, that’s why I’m making as 
many as possible

I’ll soon be a genius



Treat everyone you meet as if they were you. - Doug Dillon
Som
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HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
For the last couple of weeks I have had a lot 
of time to reflect and reconstruct why I am at 
this time located in the Oakdale rehabilita-
tion Center in Poplar Bluff.

Lately, while taking the wife’s border collie/
coyote out for her late night stroll and emp-
tying, I have got back into the house as Elvis 
would say “All Shook Up.” There are a lot of 
rough spots in the yard and if I am not care-
ful, could easily trip and fall. Also, we have a 
family of deer that frequent the yard. If one 
of them hangs around it tempts the dog for 
a chase with me holding the chain and down 
I would go.

I have laid in bed trying to figure just exactly 
what did happen. Black Beauty was up near 
the house, doing her things and all at once 
things happened. There was a noise and she 
left out, or tried to leave but I still held the 

chain she pulled me off my feet. Chris 
was out and heard my call for help. Ka-
tie saw the situation and called an ambu-
lance and we all waited. After about an hour 
it came and off to the hospital we went.

After the trip to Poplar Bluff, we went to St. 
Francis in Cape. I do not know what world I 
was in, and do not know anything that went 
on there. I do have some recall of a x-ray 
machine and 25 gallons of waste and poop 
when she was finished. I do remember three 
2 ½ trips to P.B. Hospital and 2 ½ trips to 
Cape.

Now it is time to try to regain my body 
strength and get my health back. I finished 
the ordeal with a crushed hip bone. Two 
breaks in the leg bone that completely sepa-
rated, one above the knee and one below the 
knee.

And at the county 
fair our final 
ribbons from 
the county fair 
were 26 entries 
with 25 ribbons 
won. My great-
greatdaugther 
Eight year old 
“Willow Glass” 
won 2 blue rib-
bons including 
a Best of Show. 
It is her 4th Best 
of Show in 5 
years.
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 Paul Woods

• 16 oz bag navy beans
• 1 small onion, chopped
• 3 slices smoked bacon, chopped 
   (or 1 ham hock)

• Salt and pepper, to taste
• 10 cups water (or chicken broth)

Produce

Baking & spices

condiments

Dairy

Mix all together and chill

• 1 package Simply Delicious Honey  
   Roasted Turkey Breast
• ¼ cup mozzarella shredded cheese
• 4 tablespoons bbq sauce

• 2 tablespoons chopped white onion
• 6 oz premade pizza dough

1. Set oven to 375 degrees 
   Fahrenheit 
2. Roll out dough - par cook for 
    5 min 
3. Take pizza dough out of oven 
4. Add BBQ sauce 

5. Add onion
6. Chop and add turkey 
7. Add cheese
8. Bake for another 10 min or until 
brown on top, then enjoy!

2 Naan breads
1 -15 ounce can refried beans, nonfat vegetarian
4 chipotle chilis in adobo sauce
4 ounces 1/3 less fat cream cheese, softened
2/3 cups black beans, rinsed and drained

1/2 cup frozen corn 2/3 cup diced tomatoes, fresh 
or canned
2/3 cup pepper jack cheese, shredded 3 green on-
ions, chopped
1/4 cup nonfat Greek yogurt 1 lime, juiced and juice 
set aside

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. In the bowl of a food processor, add refried beans, chipotle chilis, 
and cream cheese. Process for 30 seconds, scrape down sides, and process 15 more seconds 
or until well combined. Set aside.**
2. In a small bowl, heat black beans for 30 seconds in the microwave. Set aside
3. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper or foil; place naan on top. Using the back of a spoon, 
spread 1/3 cup bean mixture over each naan. On each naan sprinkle: 1/3 cup of black beans on 
top, followed by tomatoes, corn, pepper jack cheese, and green onions.
4. Place in oven and bake for 8-10 minutes or until cheese is melted and ingredients are cooked 
through. Remove from oven.
5. In a small bowl mix greek yogurt and lime juice. Drizzle over flatbreads to taste.

crockpot Version
Start by soaking the beans overnight. In the morning, rinse and drain the beans 
well, then add them to your crockpot.
Fill the crockpot 3/4 of the way with water, then add the chopped onion, a ham 
hock, and salt and pepper. The ham hock is pretty crucial for texture in this 
crockpot version.
Turn your crockpot on low and let the soup cook all day. Then at dinnertime, 
serve warm and enjoy!

NAVY BEAN SOUP BBQ TURKEY FLATBREAD

SOUTHWESTERN FLATBREADSCOWBOY BUTTER
1 tbsp Chives 
2 cloves Garlic 
1/2 Lemon, Juice of

2 tbsp Parsley 
1 Shallot, small 
2 tsp Thyme

½ tsp Black pepper, Freshly ground 
1 Pinch Cayenne pepper

1 Kosher salt 1/4 tsp Paprika

1 tbsp Dijon mustard 1 tsp Horseradish, prepared

1 cup Butter The butter should be melted.



BiBLe quiZ ANsWers

No act of kindness is too small. - Kevin Heath
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1. A 
2. A 
3. C 
4. A 
5. B 

6.   B 
7.   A 
8.   C 
9.   B 
10. D

Trading Places  The Nightmare Before Christmas  Love Actually
Elf  It Happened On Fifth Avenue  Joyeux Noel
Kiss Kiss Bang Bang  Babes In Toyland  The Year Without A Santa Claus
Annabelles Wish  Its A Wonderful Life  The Family Stone
Planes Trains And Automobiles Santa Paws  Scrooged
Lethal Weapon  Three Godfathers  The Bishops Wife
Once Upon A Christmas Christmas Vacation  White Christmas
A Charlie Brown Christmas  The Great Rupert  Santa Claus Is Comin To Town
Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer Home Alone  Remember The Night
Serendipity  Miracle On Thirty Fourth Street  Gremlins
Bad Santa  Youve Got Mail  A Christmas Carol
Holiday Affair  Meet Me In St Louis  Arthur Christmas
Jingle All The Way  Four Christmases  Eight Women
The Shop Around The Corner  Christmas In Connecticut  How The Grinch Stole Christmas
Bells Of St Marys  The Santa Clause  The Nutcracker Prince
Die Hard  Frosty The Snowman  The Muppet Christmas Carol
Holiday Inn  A Christmas Story  A Christmas Tale
Eloise At Christmastime  Mixed Nuts  The Polar Express

cHristMAs MoVies

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

1. Silence Squeaks on hinges
2. Remove Bugs
3. Loosen Locks
4. Make Popcorn
5. Prevent Stains, in food storage 
containers
6. Fishing line, spray on your fish-
ing line.
7. Grating Cheese, coat your 
cheese grater with cooking oil
8. Shoveling Snow, spray your 
snow shovel with cooking oil
9. Paint Your Nails, then spray 

with cooking oil, drys faster and 
sets the polish.
10. Clean Soap Scum in your 
shower and tub
11. Shape Patties, spray your 
hands before you shape meat 
patties
12. Measure Sticky Liquids, coat 
the measuring cup. To measure 
honey, molasses, and maple 
syrup
13. Slicing & Dicing. First spray 
your knife.

Uses for cooking sprAy
An old woman walked up and 
tied her old mule to the hitching 
post. As she stood there, brushing 
some of the dust from her face 
and clothes, a young gunslinger 
stepped out of the saloon with a 
gun in one hand and a bottle of 
whiskey in the other. The young 
gunslinger looked at the old 
woman and laughed, “hey old 
woman, have you ever danced?”

The old woman looked up at the 
gunslinger and said, “no,... I nev-
er did dance... Never really want-
ed to.” A crowd had gathered as 
the gunslinger grinned and said 
“well, you
Old bag, you’re gonna dance 
now,” and started shooting at the 
old woman’s feet.

The old woman prospector -- not 
wanting to get her toe blown off 
--started hopping around. Every-
body was laughing. When his last 
bullet had been fired, the young 
gunslinger, still laughing, hol-
stered his gun and turned around 
to go back into the saloon.

The old woman turned to her 
pack mule, pulled out a double-
barreled shotgun, and cocked 
both hammers. The loud clicks 
carried clearly through the desert 
air, and the crowd stopped laugh-
ing immediately.

The young gunslinger heard 
the sounds, too, and he turned 

around very slowly. The silence 
was almost deafening. The crowd 
watched as the young gunman 
stared at the old woman and the 
large gaping holes of those twin 
barrels.

The barrels of the shotgun never 
wavered in the old woman’s 
hands, as she quietly said, “son, 
have you ever kissed a mule’s 
ass?” The gunslinger swallowed 
hard and said, “no m’am... But 
I’ve always wanted to.

There are five lessons here for 
all of us:

1 - Never be arrogant.
2 - Don’t waste ammunition.
3 - Whiskey makes you think 
you’re smarter than you are.
4 - Always make sure you know 
who has the power.
5 - Don’t mess with old people; 
they didn’t get old by being stu-
pid.

dON’T MESS WITH OLd PEOPLE
THIS IS RIGHT

Holding on to anger is just like 
grasping a hot coal with the intent 
throwing it at someone else; you 

are the one who gets burned.

JuST SAYInG
Never speak from a place
of hate, jealousy, anger or 

insecurity
evaluate your words before 

you let
them leave your lips

sometimes it’s best to be quiet

WOndEring
I wonder how
much of what

weighs me
down is not

mine to carry



The best use of imagination is creativity – Deepak Chopra
Success is nothing m

ore than a few
 sim

ple disciplines, practiced every day. - Jim
 Rohn
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(573) 116-81161912 N WESTWOOD

thor: ragnarok
Brace yourselves for a roll-
er coaster ride of gut-bust-
ing humor and thrilling ac-
tion in the third Chapter of 
Marvel’s Thor: Ragnarok. 

Thor (Chris Hemsworth) 
treks through the galaxy 
with the Incredible Hulk 
(Mark Ruffalo) in attempts 
to thwart the evil gambit 
of the chilling villain, Hela 
(Cate Blanchett).

Rivaling, The Guardians 
Of The Galaxy for the 

most humorous movie in 
the Marvel Universe, Thor: 
Ragnarok ventures into 
a much lighter side of the 
comic world with added 
humor from Jeff Goldblum, 
yet still filled with gladiator 
warfare as Thor and Hulk 
compete in the hallowed 
“Contest of Champions.”

Gather amongst friends 
and enjoy many laughs 
in this comedic, action-
packed race against time!

 Reviewed by Jacob Bond

Owner: Terry Smith
Email: qualityuniforms1@aol.com

uality Uniforms

809 West pine
poplar Bluff, Mo.
(573) 609-2268

One-stop Shopping for Nurses
Scrubs in sizes XS-5X

Special Order Cherokee & Dickies
Stethoscopes, Covers & Cases, 

Blood Pressure Cuffs
T-Shirts, Shoes, Socks, Jewelry, 
Cancer Awareness Tops & Sets

Across from Catholic Church

God answers prayer in three ways:
yes, no, and wait a while

 Norman Vincent Peale

“Grace that does not make 
a man better than others 
is a worthless counterfeit. 
Christ saves His people, 

not IN their sins, but 
FrOM them.”

  - C. H. Spurgeon,

“Your example is much 
more powerful than any-

thing you
can say.” 

 - Elisabeth Elliot, Titus 
2:7-8
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Assistance and Food Pantry
Open Mon-Fri 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Hours of Operation
9:30 am to 4:00 pm

“a date which will live in infamy”

Ten ways to love
1. listen without interrupting.
 (proverbs 18)
2. Speak without accusing.
 (James 1:19)
3. Give without sparing.
 (proverbs 21:26)
4. pray without ceasing.
 (Colossians 1:9)
5. Answer without arguing.
 (proverbs 17:1)
6. Share without pretending.
 (Ephesians 4:15)

7. Enjoy without complaint.
 (philippians 2:14)
8. Trust without wavering.
 (Corinthians 13:7)
9. prove without punishing.
 (Colossians 3:13)
10. promise without forgetting.
 (proverbs 13:17)

“If you’re a Christian, you 
have the responsibility to 

forgive, to let loose all hate, all 
sense of vengeance. You need 
to release all of that attitude 
of abuse and derision and 

contempt and scorn and ha-
tred toward another person. 
If that person is a Christian, 
then that person is literally 

Christ to you. How you treat 
that person is how you treat 

Christ.”
 John MacArthur Jr.

And I know that if St. 
Nicholas was here he would 

agree, that Jesus gave the 
greatest gift of all to you and 

me.
They led him to the slaugh-
ter on a hill called Calvary, 
and mankind was forgiven 

when they nailed him to the 
tree.

So Merry Christmas! - 
 randy Stonehill


