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If you are gracious, you won the game. - Stevie Nicks

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

A man’s daughter had asked the lo-
cal minister to come and pray with 
her father.
When the minister arrived, he found 
the man lying in bed with his head 
propped up on two pillows.
An empty chair sat beside his bed.
The minister assumed that the old fel-
low had been informed of his visit. 
“I guess you were expecting me,” 
he said. “No, who are you?” said 
the father.
The minister told him his name and 
then remarked, “I saw the empty 
chair and I figured you knew I was 
going to show up.”
“Oh yeah, the chair,” said the bed-
ridden man. “Would you mind clos-
ing the door?” Puzzled, the minister 
shut the door. “I have never told 
anyone this, not even my daughter,” 
said the man. “But all of my life I 
have never known how to pray. At 
church I used to hear the pastor talk 
about prayer, but it went right over 
my head. I abandoned any attempt 
at prayer,” the old man continued, 
“until one day four years ago, my 
best friend said to me, ‘Johnny, 
prayer is just a simple matter of hav-
ing a conversation with Jesus. Here 
is what I suggest . . . . Sit down in 
a chair, place an empty chair in 
front of you, and in faith see Jesus 
on the chair. It’s not spooky be-
cause he promised, ‘I will be with 

you always.’ Then just speak to him 
in the same way you’re doing with 
me right now.’ So, I tried it and I’ve 
liked it so much that I do it a cou-
ple of hours every day. I’m careful 
though. If my daughter saw me talk-
ing to an empty chair, she’d either 
have a nervous breakdown or send 
me off to the funny farm.”
The minister was deeply moved by 
the story and encouraged the old 
man to continue on the journey.
Then he prayed with him, anointed 
him with oil, and returned to the 
church.
Two nights later the daughter called 
to tell the minister that her daddy 
had died that afternoon.
“Did he die in peace?” he asked.
“Yes, when I left the house about 
two o’clock, he called me over to his 
bedside, told me he loved me and 
kissed me on the cheek. When I got 
back from the store an hour later, I 
found him dead.
But there was something strange 
about his death. Apparently, just 
before Daddy died, he leaned over 
and rested his head on the chair be-
side the bed.
What do you make of that?”
The minister wiped a tear from his 
eye and said, “I wish we could all 
go like that.”
 Author known only to God

Hands of Love
1. Remove hair 
spray from mirrors
When you are 
spritzing your head 
with hair spray, 
some of it inevi-
tably winds up on 
the mirror. A quick 
wipe with rubbing 
alcohol will whisk 
away that sticky 
residue and leave 
your mirror spar-

kling clean.
2. Clean venetian blinds
Rubbing alcohol does a terrific job of 
cleaning the slats of venetian blinds. 
To make quick work of the job, wrap a 
flat tool — a spatula or maybe a 6-inch 
(15-centimeter) drywall knife — in cloth 
and secure with a rubber band. Dip in al-
cohol and go to work.
3. Keep windows sparkling and frost-
free
Do your windows frost up in the winter-
time? Wash them with a solution of 1/2 
cup rubbing alcohol to 1 quart (1 liter) 
water to prevent the frost. Polish the win-
dows with newspaper after you wash them 
to make them shine.
4. Dissolve windshield frost
Wouldn’t you rather be inside savoring 
your morning coffee a little longer instead 

of scrape, scrape, scraping frost off your 
car windows? Fill a spray bottle with rub-
bing alcohol and spritz the car glass. You’ll 
be able to wipe the frost right off. Ah, good 
to the last drop!
5. Prevent ring around the collar
To prevent your neck from staining your 
shirt collar, wipe your neck with rubbing 
alcohol each morning before you dress. 
Feels good too.
6. Clean your phone
Is your phone getting a bit grubby? Wipe 
it down with rubbing alcohol. It’ll remove 
the grime and disinfect the phone at the 
same time.
7. Remove ink stains
Did you get ink on your favorite shirt or 
dress? Try soaking the spot in rubbing al-
cohol for a few minutes before putting the 
garment in the wash.
8. Erase permanent markers
Did your little angel just decide to deco-
rate your countertop with a permanent 
marker? Don’t worry, most countertops 
are made of a nonpermeable material such 
as plastic laminate or marble. Rubbing 
alcohol will dissolve the marker back to 
a liquid state so you can wipe it right off.
9. Remove dog ticks
Ticks hate the taste of rubbing alcohol as 
much as they love the taste of your dog. 
Before you pull a tick off Fido, dab the crit-

ter with rubbing alcohol to make it loosen 
its grip. Then grab the tick as close to the 
dog’s skin as you can and pull it straight 
out. Dab again with alcohol to disinfect 
the wound. This works on people too.
10. Get rid of fruit flies
The next time you see fruit flies hovering 
in the kitchen, get out a fine misting spray 
bottle and fill it with rubbing alcohol. 
Spraying the little flies knocks them out 
and makes them fall to the floor, where 
you can sweep them up. The alcohol is 
less effective than insecticide, but it’s a lot 
safer than spraying poison around your 
kitchen.
11. Make a shapeable ice pack
The problem with ice packs is they won’t 
conform to the shape of the injured body 
part. Make a slushy, conformable pack by 
mixing 1 part rubbing alcohol with 3 parts 
water in a self-closing plastic bag. The next 
time that sore knee acts up, wrap the bag 
of slush in a cloth and apply it to the area. 
Ahhh!
12. Clean bathroom fixtures
Just reach into the medicine cabinet the 
next time you need to clean chrome bath-
room fixtures. Pour some rubbing alcohol 
straight from the bottle onto a soft, absor-
bent cloth and the fixtures. No need to 
rinse — the alcohol just evaporates. It does 
a great job of making chrome sparkle, plus 
it will kill any germs in its path.

Ways to usE RubbinG alCohol

Congress ratified the Second Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution in 1791, 
granting Americans the right to bear 
arms. Interpreting the

Second Amendment in modern times 
can be confusing. Legislatures are still 
trying to sort it out. The U.S. Supreme 
Court has interpreted it to mean that 
most Americans have a constitutional 
right to defend themselves and their 
property, with force if necessary.

The Second Amendment Is 
Twofold

Confusion regarding the Second 
Amendment comes from the fact that it 
addresses two separate issues in a sin-
gle sentence. It begins with the words, 
“a well-regulated militia.” Some individu-
als and legislators take this to mean that 
only the militia can bear arms to defend 
the country and its citizens. Militia does 
not include just the armed forces. It in-
cludes law enforcement officers as well.

The Amendment Protects 
Individual Rights

The Second Amendment also address-

es the rights of private citizens in the 
same sentence. It includes the words, 
“the right of the people to bear arms.” 
Therefore, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in 2008 and 2010 that the refer-
ence to militia is just an explanation of 
why Congress ratified the amendment 
- because the country has the right to 
defend itself. The U.S. Supreme Court 
stated that the militia reference doesn’t 
limit arms to only law enforcement and 
the military. Most Americans have a 
constitutional right to own guns for the 
purpose of self-defense or certain legal 
activities, such as hunting.

Additional Legislation Sets 
Restrictions

Several federal acts restrict the right to 
bear arms. The Second Amendment 
doesn’t apply to everyone, and some 
firearms are exempt. For example, con-
victed felons lose their Second Amend-
ment rights. Individuals who are certifi-
ably mentally ill cannot bear arms.
The amendment doesn’t apply to weap-
ons that go beyond what an average 
person would need for self-defense, 
such as machine guns. Federal laws 

also address how firearms may be sold, 
particularly through the mail and across 
state lines. Citizens don’t have the right 
to carry a gun into government facilities 
or schools.

State Laws Also Address Gun 
Control
The Bill of Rights grants state and local 
governments the freedom to set their 
own laws without interference from the 
federal government.

However, this doesn’t mean states can 
override citizens’ constitutional rights. 
For example, the right to bear arms 
allows you to use a gun to go hunting, 
but that doesn’t mean you can hunt any-
time and anywhere you like. You have 
to abide by your state’s laws regarding 
hunting seasons and approved hunting 
areas. You must also follow your state’s 
gun control laws. State laws include 
waiting periods and other requirements 
before you can legally purchase a gun, 
as well as firearm registration require-
ments.

The 2nd AmendmenT



CARROT CRACKERS

Sift flour and mustard powder 
into a bowl. Rub in butter stir in 
cumin, carrot, cheese, water and 
yolks. Knead dough until smooth. 
Chill for 30 minutes. Roll out on 
floured surface until 1/8 inch thick 
stamp out rounds. Bake for 10 to 
12 minutes at 180°C until golden 
in color.
Cool slightly before removing 
from tray and serving

10 oz. flour
1 tsp mustard 
power
4 oz. butter
1 Tbsp cumin 
seeds

3 oz. finely 
grated carrot
2 1/2 oz grated 
cheese
2 egg yolks
3 Tbsp water

3
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A heart filled with anger has no room for love. - Joan Lunden

809 West Pine
Poplar Bluff, Mo.

One-stop Shopping for Nurses
Across from Catholic Church

Scrubs in sizes XS-5X
Special Order Cherokee & Dickies

Stethoscopes, Covers & Cases, Blood Pressure Cuffs
T-Shirts, Shoes, Socks, Jewelry, Cancer Awareness Tops & Sets

(573) 686-7267
Email: qualityuniforms1@aol.com Owner: Terry Smith

Subscribe to the 
Black River Times

One Year Just $15

Send your information along with 
a check or money order to the 

Black River Times
1024 West Hart St.

Poplar Bluff, Mo. 63901

Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

KITChEn CORnER
CROCK POT CheeSY ChICKen And RICe

-4 boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts
-1 box Zatarain’s yellow 
rice mix
-1 cup Kraft cheddar 
cheese

-1 10.5oz can Campbell’s 
cream of chicken soup
-1 10.5oz can drained 
corn
-1 large onion chopped 
(optional)

Put 4 chicken breasts at the bottom of your crockpot. 
Cover in cream of chicken soup.

Put your onions in, just use big huge slices of onion for 
flavor and take them out before serving. Cook this on 
high for 3-4 hours or low 7-8 hours After the Chicken is 
done make the rice as directed. While the rice steams, 
shred the chicken using 2 forks.

Next drain the corn and dump it in with the cream of 
chicken and shredded chicken breasts add the rice, 
then add 1 cup of cheese. Stir stir stir. 
And there you have it! Crockpot cheesy chicken and 
rice!

1. earthquakes
Located in the southeast part 
of the state, the new Madrid 
Fault is predicted to cause 
widespread disaster some-
day.

2. Tornadoes
Missouri is no stranger to 
twisters, with one of the larg-
est in recent memory touch-
ing down in Joplin in 2011.

3. heart disease
According to the American 
heart Association, heart dis-
ease is the leading killer in 
the state, responsible for 25 
percent of all deaths. Make 
sure to include some veggies 
with your barbecue

4. drowning
All our beautiful lakes, riv-
ers and streams come with 
a major downside: deaths by 
drowning. And according to a 
2015 Washington
Post article, drowning deaths 
are on the rise in Missouri.

5. Floods
Another downside to living 
near water: Floods. The Mis-
sissippi River floods set re-

cords, cresting at its third 
highest level ever.

6. meth
Although in 2014 Missouri of-
ficially lost its spot as num-
ber one for meth in the coun-
try, the highly addictive drug 
is still a major problem. -In 
2016 alone, there were more 
than 100 incidents.

7. meningitis
Yes, meningitis. In 2015, the 
CDC released a report on the 
‘Most Distinctive’ cause of 
death in every state, and Mis-
souri’s is meningitis, an in-
fection that can turn deadly.

8. deer
If you’ve ever tried to grow 
flowers in your front yard, 
you know how pesky these 
creatures can be. Even worse 
when a car is involved. A re-
port by the Missouri State 
highway Patrol said that in 
2011, Missouri had more 
than 3,500 deer-related traf-
fic crashes, resulting in four 
deaths and nearly 400 inju-
ries.

heRe ARe 8 BIg RISKS OF lIvIng In 
mISSOuRI

Time is a resource that 
is non-renewable and 
nontransferable you 
cannot store it, slow 
it up, divided it up or 
give it up,you can’t 

hoard it up or save it 
for a rainy day when 
it’s lost it is unrecov-
erable. When you kill 
time, remember that 
it has no resurrection.

 A. W. Tozar



4

Th
e m

or
e y

ou
 g

iv
e,

 th
e m

or
e y

ou
 w

ill
 re

ce
iv

e.
 L

ife
 p

ro
ve

s t
ha

t t
ru

th
 ev

er
y 

ho
ur

, e
ve

ry
 d

ay
. -

 D
ea

n 
Ko

on
tz

Going through challenging things can teach you a lot. - Carrie Fisher

kids page

Answers on page 14

Across
5 Variety of ice cream based on 
flavoring from chocolate cookies. 
Usually made with vanilla ice cream. 
(3 Words)
6 Chocolate ice cream with nuts 
and whole or diced marshmallows. 
(2 Words)
8 Ice cream with bits of this choco-
late chip cookie, not baked, are found 
within the ice cream. (2 Words)
11 Raspberry syrup injected in va-
nilla ice cream (2 Words)
13 Used in ice cream, blending these 
berries and usually turns pink.
14 Popular in the Shenandoah Val-
ley in Virginia and other areas, this 
is vanilla ice cream with Grape Nuts 
cereal. Also referred to as brown 
bread ice cream. (2 Words)
15 Ice cream made with 3 flavors: 
cherry, pistachio and either choco-
late or vanilla containing fruits and 
nuts.
Down
1 Vanilla ice cream with fudge & 
peanut butter cups which are cov-

ered in chocolate. (2 Words)
2 Mint ice cream with small choco-
late chips (3 Words)
3 Ice cream made with pistachio nuts 
or flavoring, often colored green.
4 Vanilla ice cream made with a cus-
tard base, using vanilla pods, cream 
and egg yolks. (2 Words)
7 This ice cream is colorful, contain-
ing chopped and candied fruits such 
as cherries, raisins and pineapple 
and sometimes has nuts.
9 Popular in Canada, it’s orange-
flavored ice cream with black licorice 
swirl. (2 Words)
10 Ice cream consisting of 3 flavors: 
a block of strawberry, a block of 
chocolate and a block of vanilla.
12 Ice cream that comes as a swirl 
of three colors: blue, red and yellow. 
Usually the flavors are blue moon, 
red pop and lemon. Sometimes it’s 
vanilla, blue moon and black cherry.
And some are banana, blueberry and 
strawberry.

DRIVE 
SPARE 
BATTER 
IRONS 
PITCH
GOLF 
SWING 
SINGLE 
STRIKE 
EAGLE
GREEN 

BALL 
FIELDER 
FRAME 
DOUBLE
PAR 
MULLIGAN 
STRIKE OUT 
NET 
BIRDIE
SERVE 
WIMBELDON 

ADVANTAGE 
TURKEY 
SMASH
WOODS 
UMPIRE 
BASEBALL 
COURT 
HOME RUN
LANE 
PUTT 
CHIP 

INNING 
TRIPLE
SPLIT 
DOUBLES 
BOWLING 
PINS 
CADDY
TENNIS 
BOGEY 
RACKET 
CRACK 

DOUGOUT
BAT 
ROUGH 
PITCHER 
VOLLEY 
GUTTER
FAULT 
FAIRWAY 
WALK 
DEUCE

Swinging Sports
Sports that you must use something to SWInG at something else: tennis, baseball, golf!

What do cats like to eat on a hot day?
A bowl of mice cream!
What is worse than a dog howling at the 
moon?
Two dogs howling at the moon!
What happens when the cows refuse to 
be milked?
Udder chaos!
What dinosaur loves pancakes?
A tri-syrup-tops!
How do you tell the difference between 
an elephant and a mouse?
Try picking them up!
Why are fish so gullible?
They always fall for the hook, line and 
sinker!
How does a mouse stop a video?

Hits the paws button!
What do you get when a rabbit gets a 
perm?
Curly hare!
What happened when the owl lost her 
voice?
She did not give a hoot!
What are the smartest bees?
Spelling bees!
Which game did the cat want to play with 
the mouse?
Catch!
What do you call a happy Lassie?
Jolly collie!
What did one dairy cow say to another?
Got milk?
What dinosaur would you find in a 

rodeo?
Bronco-saurus!
What do you call an elephant that cannot 
read?
Dumbo!
How do fish run a business?
They start on a small scale!
How did the mouse make gold soup?
She put in 14 carrots!
How can you tell which rabbits are the 
oldest?
Look for gray hares!
What kind of birds do you usually find 
locked up?
Jail Birds!
How do fireflies start a race?
Ready, steady, and glow!



Not far from Port 
Hope, Ontario, Stands 
a monument with 
the inscription:“Four 
miles north, in Pen-
gally’s Cemetery, lies 
the Philanthropist and 
author of this great 
masterpiece, written 
at Port Hope, 1857.”

Above the inscrip-
tion are the words of 
this beloved hymn. 
Joseph Scriven, its 
author, was a man 
who had experience 
the friendship of Je-
sus through a life 
filled with personal 
tragedy.

Scriven was a young 
man in Ireland, his 

fiancée accidentally 
drowned the evening 
before their wedding. 
Soon after this he set 
sail for Canada. He 
seemed destined to 
live his life alone, with 
Jesus as his only close 
friend.

Scriven never in-
tended to publish 
this hymn. He wrote 
the words to accom-
pany a letter to his 
mother, who was ill 
in far-off Ireland. He 
had no material re-
sources to send her; 
only a reminder that 
the most perfect of 
friends, Jesus him-
self, was nearby

What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy-laden
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge-
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

Joseph Medlicott scriven (1819-1886)

5

Peace is always beautiful. - Walt Whitman

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes; 
but the Lord pondereth the hearts.
 Proverbs- 21: 2 KJV

1. Where was Solomon 
anointed king of Israel?
A. Gath 
B. Jerusalem 
C. Gihon 
D. Nazareth
2. When Solomon was gath-
ering materials to build the 
temple, what sort of trees 
did he desire from Leba-
non?
A. Fir 
B. Ash 
C. Pine 
D. Cedar
3. Where was the ark of the 
covenant housed before
Solomon brought it to the 
temple?
A. Zion 
B. Nazareth 
C. Gath 
D. Jerusalem
4. How many cities did Sol-
omon award Hiram of Tyre?
A. Five B. Ten C. Fifteen D. 
Twenty
5. After whom is the city of 
Samaria named?
A. Omri 
B. Ahab 
C. Shemer 
D. Lutni

6. To which tribe of Israel 
did Saul belong?
A. Benjamin 
B. Naphtali 
C. Manasseh 
D. Ephraim
7. How many years did it 
take Solomon to build the 
Lord’s temple?
A. Five 
B. Six 
C. Seven 
D. Eight
8. Jeroboam made two of 
what kind of idol?
A. Bronze snakes 
B. Golden calves 
C. Silver foxes
9. Judeans were taken into 
exile where?
A. Egypt 
B. Sumerian 
C. Babylon 
D. Into the desert
10. What army did David 
become part of in 1 Chron-
icles 12?
A.Saul’s army 
B. Egyptian army 
C. Philistine army

Answers on page 14

What a fRiEnD WE havE 
in JEsus

The STOry behinD The SOng

Twin Springs Baptist Church
1459 M Hwy • Poplar Bluff, MO

 Sunday school 10 AM
 Morning worship 11 AM
 Evening worship 5 PM
 Wednesday evening 7 PM

Aug. 5th - Christian’s Men’s Round Table-@ 8 AM
Aug. 19th - Men’s Prayer Breakfast----------@ 8 AM
Aug. 26th - Ice Cream Social -----------------@ 5 PM
Sept 24th - 27th Revival with Bro. Kim Bridges

Setbacks are bum
ps in the road; they are not the end of the road. - bob g

reene

Did you know according 
to Guinness World  

Records, the Bible is 
the  best-selling book 

of all time with over five 
billion copies sold and 
distributed worldwide.

I am 
the Bible.

I am God’s wonderful Library.
I am always-and above all-the 

Truth.

To the weary pilgrim,
I am a good strong Staff.

To the one who sits in black 
gloom,

I am glorious Light.

To those who stoop beneath 
heavy burdens,

I am sweet Rest.

To him who has lost his way,
I am a safe Guide.

To those who have been hurt,
I am healing Balm.

To the discouraged,
I whisper a glad message of 

Hope.

To those who are distressed by 
the storms of life,

I am an Anchor, sure and stead-
fast.

To those who suffer in lonely 
solitude,

I am as a cool, soft Hand resting 
on a fevered brow.

Oh, child of man, to best defend 
me,

Just use me.

Who MaKEs thE CoffEE??
A married couple were arguing who 
is making the coffee, the wife said 
that in the Bible it says that men 
should make the coffee and the hus-
band asked her where it said that.
The wife opened the Bible and said: 
“Right here in HEBREWS!”

Donation
Father O’Malley answers the phone. 
“Hello, is this Father O’Malley?”
“It is”
“This is the IRS. Can you help us?”
“I can”
“Do you know a Ted Houlihan?”
“I do”
“Is he a member of your congrega-
tion?”
“He is”
“Did he donate $10,000 to the 

church?”
“He will”.

hoW to GEt to hEavEn?
A teacher asked the children in her 
Sunday School class, “If I sold my 
house and my car, had a big garage 
sale and gave all my money to the 
church, would I get into heaven?” 
“NO!” the children all answered.
“If I cleaned the church every day, 
mowed the yard, and kept every-
thing neat and tidy, would I get into 
heaven?” Again, the answer was 
“NO!”
“Well,” she continued, “then how can 
I get to heaven?”
In the back of the room, a five-year-
old boy shouted out, “You gotta be 
dead!”

jokes



Across
2 She woke to feel a 
____ pain in her feet.
4 He was busy _____ 
the meat in the bar-
beque.
5 August can be quite 
a
_____ month with 
high temperatures.
6 The beginning 
of May can be very 
_____, not too hot nor 
too cool.
9 It was ____ out, so 
they went to the lake.
11 To make the candy, 
she had to wait until 
it reached the perfect 
_____ point.
12 The old Mel Brooks 
comedy, ______ 
Saddles starred Gene 

Wilder and Madeline 
Kahn.
13 The voice rang 
deep and ____ with 
a southern accent.
Down
1 The ______ sun 
beat down on them 
mercilessly.
3 Everything was 
parched with the 
heat of the sun; it 
was a ____ after-
noon.
4 His nose was a bit 
____ from his aller-
gies.
7 The cauliflower 
was ______ as she 
removed it from the 
microwave.
8 Islands south of 
Florida have _____ 

climates.
10 The air was so 
____, her hair was 
frizzy and fluffy.

Live today with gusto. - Dale Carnegie

6

CANE CREEK COMMUNITY CLUB
Cane Creek Community  
Club met on July 12, 2017, 
at Twin Towers. Marie Boxx, 
president, called the meeting 
to order.  Nancy Wujcik was 
hostess.

Jennifer Rosener, RSVP 
Director, presented the pro-
gram.  She talked about work 
being done by volunteers in 
our community.  Volunteers 
provide  service to numer-
ous  groups and agencies in-
cluding free tax preparation 
services, Red Cross, Women 
Aware, Health Fair, and 
various fund raisers. In 2013, 
volunteers provided 29,000 
hours of service. Everyone 
appreciated  the interesting, 
informative program.

Roll call was an act of kind-
ness given or received.  Men-
tioned were helping neigh-
bors, visits to those who are 
home bound, and teaching 
skills.

The devotional, “Uncon-
ditional Trust’’ was read by 
Glenda Phillips.

Following the pledge to 
the flag, minutes of the last 
meeting were read. Wilma 
Rains gave the treasurer’s  
report.  Minutes were cor-
rected for quilt donation  
and quilts were donated at 
this time.

“Counting calories was the 
game.

The next meeting will be Au-
gust 9 at Twin Towers with 
Glenda Phillips as hostess. 
Nancy Wujcik will have the 
program. Roll call will be the 
most  fun ever had.  Every-
one is to bring something for 
“Show and Tell.”

The meeting  was adjourned 
after repeating the club col-
lect in unison.

THE AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB

Answers on page 14

1626 S. 11th Street 
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!
We have the money you need NOW 
       in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We Offer:
Payday Loans

The Agee Community 
ladies met at the Ryan’s 
Steakhouse, for their July 
14, 2017, meeting. Nickey 
Orton, was hostess. Cathy  
Womack, president called 
the meeting to order and 
gave the invocation.

The ladies repeated their 
club motto “When your 
heart is full of love, the 
world is full of beauty.”

Roll  Call response was, 
Which invention was in-
vented in your life time, 
that has changed your life 
the most.   Some of the 
answers was washer and 
dryers, and electricity.  

Devotional, read by Nick-
ey,  from Philippians 1-6 
and Jeremiah 31-3. “I 
have loved you thru ev-
erything.”  Cathy read a 

poem from Orel Smith’s 
book, “My Flag”. Nadine 
Johnson, read the Secre-
tary’s report and gave the 
treasury amount.  

Each lady received a yard 
stick, from Meeks Lum-
ber.  We thank you.   From 
Readers Digest the ladies 
read Laughter Is The Best 
Medicine.  

Nadine gave the lesson, 
from Womans Day maga-
zine, how to use the extra 
ice rays for several things. 

Black River Times was 
given out and each lady 
read the quotes. 

They dismissed with the 
club collect and visited 
for awhile.  We appreciate 
Ryan’s for the room for 
our meeting..

John C. King
Independent Agent

Medicare • Supplement  •  Life • Health • Term Life
Nursing Home Care • Critical Illness

Local: (573) 300-5088     
email: kingjohn742@gmail.com

2519 High St., Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Guaranteed issue life insurance

The hands of human beings have 
the most bones; 54 bones make 
up both hands, and there are 27 
in each hand. The hands and feet 
together make up more than half 
the bones in the human body. 
There are 206 bones in the hu-
man body; 106 of these are in the 
hands and feet (27 in each hand 
and 26 in each foot).
A hand is a prehensile, multi-fin-
gered organ located at the end 
of the forearm or forelimb of pri-
mates such as humans. It is used 
by people for grasping and hold-
ing.
Together with the thumb, the four 
fingers form four oblique arches, 

of which the arch of the index fin-
ger functionally is the most impor-
tant, especially for precision grip, 
while the arch of the little finger 
contribute an important locking 
mechanism for power grip. 

The thumb is undoubtedly the 
“master digit” of the hand, giving 
value to all the other fingers. To-
gether with the index and middle 
finger, it forms the dynamic tri-
dactyl configuration responsible 
for most grips not requiring force. 
The ring and little fingers of the 
hand are more static, a reserve 
ready to interact with the palm 
when great force is needed.
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CRoW huntinG DatE nov. 1st 2017 thRouGh MaRCh 3RD 2018
Crow hunting became popular in 
1940’s through the 60’s because 

crows are considered one of the 
smartest birds in America, and hunt-
ing them was a challenge. Crows are 
considered a nuisance by many farm-
ers and this may be an incentive for 
them to hunt them.

Some hunters do eat crow after the 

harvest. Most folks who’ve 
tried it agree that it tastes a 
lot like dove or duck, so any reci-
pes you enjoy for these species 
should work well for crow as well. 
Crow meat can be pretty tough, 
so using a marinade or tenderizer 
to help break down the muscle fibers 
will probably enhance your dining 
experience
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You can’t be hesitant about who you are. - Viola Davis
n

othing is m
ore beautiful than the sm

ile that has struggled through the tears. - D
em

i Lovato

Why Was the Republican 
Party Founded?

A historical marker is located 
at the site of the Republican 
Party’s first official meeting near 
Jackson,Mi..Frustrated at the ap-
parent unwillingness of the Whig 
Party to stop the Democrat party 
from spreading of slavery into 
America’s western territories, 
disgruntled Whig Party members 
broke away from their party to 
form a new political movement 
opposed to slavery’s spread. The 
seeds for the new political party 
were first planted at an informal 
meeting in a schoolhouse in Ri-
pon, Wisconsin, in early 1854. 
Those meeting in Ripon were 
determined to find a way to carry 
out the goals of the short-lived 
Free Soil Party, which focused 
primarily on stopping the spread 
of slavery. Energizing the anti-
slavery movement in the North 
was the proposed Kansas-Ne-
braska Act, federal legislation 
that would allow new states to 
decide whether they would al-
low slavery within their borders. 

The man behind the meeting 
in Ripon was a young attorney 
named Alvan E. Bovay, who had 
moved to Ripon from New York.

Who Suggested the name for 
the new Party? 

Attorney Bovay, a transplant-
ed New York, had been close 
friends with Horace Greeley, the 
well-known editor of the New 
York Tribune. Although Bovay 
later said that he was the first to 
suggest the name “Republican” 
for the new party, it was Greeley 
who first brought the name to na-
tional prominence in a June 1854 
editorial he wrote in the Tribune. 
Greeley wrote: “We should not 
care much whether those thus 
united (against slavery) were 
designated ‘Whig,’ ‘Free Demo-
crat’ or something else; though 
we think some simple name like 
‘Republican’ would more fitly 
designate those who had united 
to restore the Union to its true 
mission of champion and pro-
mulgator of Liberty rather than 
propagandist of slavery.” As the 

Democrat party and Whig- Party 
were trying to expand the Slav-
ery to the western territories.

Who Was the Party’s First 
Presidential nominee? 

The Party’s first presidential can-
didate was John C. Fremont. At 
the Republicans’ first national 
convention in Philadelphia in 
1856, the party picked John C. 
Fremont, a prominent U.S. mili-
tary officer and explorer, as its 
presidential candidate. In the 
election that November, Fre-
mont faced off against Democrat 
James Buchanan and Whig-
American Millard Fillmore. Fre-
mont came in second to Buchan-
an, polling about one-third of the 
popular vote and almost 40 per-
cent of the electoral vote. Four 
years later, the Republicans 
selected Abraham Lincoln as 
their candidate, and he went 
on to win the election. During 
Lincoln’s presidency, slavery 
was abolished.

The RePuBlICAnS FReed The SlAveS
On July 6, 1854, more than 10,000 people gathered on the outskirts of Jackson,

Michigan, for the first official meeting of the Republican Party. To celebrate the anniversary of this land-
mark event in U.S. political history,

DiamonDs
The Gemological Institute Of America that grades Diamonds

When GIA diamond grades are established and used, the grades 
always affect the diamond’s ultimate price. Each report on the four 
C’s (carat weight, cut, color, clarity) is accompanied by a diamond 

chart illustrating the differences between the grades.

Until the middle of the 20th century, there was no agreed-upon stan-
dard by which diamonds could be judged. GIA created the first, and 
now globally accepted standard for describing diamonds. Today, the 
four C’s of rating diamond quality is the universal method for assess-

ing the quality of any diamond, anywhere in the world.
 
  Face-up Appearance Design  Craftsmanship
 Brightness  Weight Ratio  Polish
 Fire  Durability  Symmetry
 Scintillation

Diamond Cut Grade Chart

Top 1% Signature Cut
Most brilliant cut represents roughly the top 1% of diamond cut qual-
ity. The highest grades of polish and symmetry allow it to reflect even 
more light than the standard ideal cut.

Top 3% Ideal Cut
This rare cut represents roughly the top 3% of diamond cut quality. It 
reflects most light that enters the diamond.

Top 15% Very Good Cut
This cut represents roughly the top 15% of diamond cut quality. It 
reflects nearly as much light as the ideal cut, but for a lower price.

Top 25% Good Cut
This cut represents roughly the top 25% of diamond cut quality. It 
reflects most light that enters, but not as much as a Very Good cut 
grade.

Top 35% Poor/Fair Cut
Represents roughly the top 35% of diamond cut quality. These dia-
monds tend to appear dull or glassy.

fun faCts
• Mangos are one of the most 
popular fruit in the World
• Mangos were first grown in In-
dia over 5,000 years ago
• Mango seeds traveled with 
humans from Asia to the Mid-
dle East, East Africa and South 
America beginning around 300 
or 400 A.D.
• The paisley pattern, developed 
in India, is based on the shape of 
a mango
• A basket of mangos is consid-
ered a gesture of friendship in 
India
• Legend says that Buddha medi-
tated under the cool shade of a 
mango tree
• Mangos are related to cashews 
and pistachios
• A mango tree can grow as tall 
as 100 feet
• The bark, leaves, skin and pit 
of the mango have been used in 
folk remedies for centuries

nutRition
• A one-cup serving of mangos is 
100 calories
• Mangos provide 100% of your 
daily vitamin C, 35% of your 
daily vitamin A and 12% of your 
daily fiber

sElECtion anD RiPEninG
• Don’t judge a mango by its col-
or – red does not mean ripe
• Squeeze gently to judge ripe-
ness
• A ripe mango will “give” slight-
ly and a firm mango will ripen 
at room temperature over a few 
days
• To speed up ripening, place 
mangos in a paper bag at room 
temperature
• Once ripe, mangos can be 
moved to the refrigerator to slow 
down ripening for several days

EatinG ManGos
• In many Latin American coun-
tries, mango on a stick with the 
skin peeled back is sold by street 
vendors
• Mangos can be enjoyed with 
salt, lime juice or chili powder 
for a unique flavor experience
• Mangos have natural tender-
izing properties, making them a 
perfect ingredient for marinades
• Try the versatile mango in 
smoothies, salads, salsas, chut-
neys, on fish, chicken or pork, as 
a dessert or just plain as a deli-
cious snack

ManGos

From the Kitchen of
Laura L. 
Chatman

Add in all ingredients and cook until it comes to a boil
Use 2 piecrust
Bake 400° for 35 to 40 minutes.

Blackberry
Cobbler

3 cups fresh BlackBerries (or 
frozen)
¾ cup sugar
1 tablespoon butter or oleo

2 tablespoons flour
1/8 teaspoon salt
1 cup water
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Difficulties are things that show a person what they are. - Epictetus

1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543

3092 Westwood Blvd. Poplar Bluff

Phone # 573-727-9269
open Tues & Wed 8-5 Thur 8-6

Fri 7-5 Sat 7-12

From Sonny Skidmore 
at KLID radio

DOUG WILES
BC-HIS

573-701-9015
1035 E. Karsch Blvd
Farmington, 63640

573-776-7800
1409 N. Westwood Blvd
Poplar Bluff, 63901

HEARING
SCREENING

FREE
Call TODAY to schedule a

“If we abide by the principles taught in 
the Bible, our country will go on pros-
pering and to prosper; but if we and our 
posterity neglect its instructions and 
authority, no man can tell how sudden 
a catastrophe may overwhelm us and 
bury all our glory in profound obscurity.
 
 Daniel Webster

A leTTeR FROm JeSuS
You do not have to be clever to please me, all you have to do is want 
to love me. Just speak to me as you would to anyone of whom you 
are fond.

Are there any people you want to pray for? Say their names to me, 
and ask me as much as you like. I am generous, but trust me to do 
what I know is best . . .

Tell me about you pride, your touchiness, self-centeredness, mean-
ness and laziness. I still love you in spite of these. Do not be 
ashamed, there will be many saints in heaven who had the same 
faults as you; they prayed to me and little by little, their faults were 
corrected.

Do not hesitate to ask me for blessings for the body and mind, for 
health, memory, success; I can give anything . . .

Tell me about your failures, and I will show you the cause of them. 
What are your worries? Who has caused you pain? Tell me about it. 
Forgive them, and I will bless you.

Are you afraid of anything? have you any tormenting, unreasonable 
fears? Trust yourself to me. I am here. I will not leave you.

have you no joys to tell me about? Why do you not share your happi-
ness with me? Tell me what has happened since yesterday to cheer 
and comfort you. Whatever it was, however big, however small, I 
prepared it. Show me your gratitude and thank me.

Are temptations bearing heavily upon you? Yielding to temptations 
always disturbs the peace of your soul. Ask me, and I will help you 
overcome them.

Well, go along now. Get on with your work or play. Try to be humbler, 
more submissive, kinder; and come back soon and bring me a more 
devoted heart.
Tomorrow I shall have more blessings for you.

Just Trust Me, With Love,
Jesus

According to what’s talked 
about on GCN by medical doc-
tors and pharmacists strokes 
are increasing, liver problems 
has increased, diabetes has 
increased among other medical 
problems. Glutathione helps de-
tox the liver.

Some good foods for you are 
watermelon, asparagus, acorn 
quash, strawberries, grapefruit.
It used to be if you were a big 
alcoholic drinker you could 
get a liver problem. Now many 
people who do not drink alcohol 
beverages get toxic liver prob-
lems.

We get toxins from the air we 
breathe, water we drink and 
even from some foods we ate. 
Sugar is toxic. A very little sugar 
is all we need. For more infor-
mation on this call pharmacist 
Ben on Dr. Wallach or Dr. Bob 
Martin’s radio show on KLID.

Bragg Apple cider vinegar gives 
you many benefits including 
probiotics so use some ever 
day.

A new study indicates one cup 
of coffee per day increases your 
lifespan maybe 12% 2 or 3 cups 
a day as increases your lifes-
pan maybe 18%
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Forgiveness is more powerful than hate. - Nadine Collier
h

elp others achieve their dream
s and you w

ill achieve yours. - Les brow
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Poplar Bluff 
Police 

Department 
Employee 

Recognition

Capt. Mike McClain has been a 
member of this department since 
March 6th, 1995 after working for 
the Dunklin County Sheriff’s De-
partment.  Capt. McClain is a Cer-
tified Accident Re-constructionist, 
one of our departments Certified 
Firearms Instructors, an A.S.P Ba-
ton Defensive Tactics Instructor, a 

S.H.A.R.P. Certified Instructor,  a 
Weapons of Mass Destruction In-
structor and a Field Training Officer.  
Along with these titles Capt. Mc-
Clain is a D.W.I. Victim’s Advocate. 
Capt. McClain is one of two Internet 
Directors for this website and is the 
departments Computer Systems 
Administrator 

Mike McClain

Employee Recognition
Trena harwell

Hello, I’m Trena Harwell. I am a Medical Biller/coder 
Specialist certified in various areas of Medicare and 
Medicaid along with other insurance providers. I 
have been with Butler County EMS for 2 years.

I enjoy helping patients our crews have transported, 
After the crews have transported our patients, it is 
my responsibility to help them with all their insurance 
filing needs, and get their insurance claims filed in 
a timely manner. This allows them to focus on their 
well being.

I’m married to Danny Harwell and we reside in Poplar 
Bluff. We have 4 children & 5 grand babies.

It is a pleasure to work for Butler County EMS, we 
are one big family that genuinely care about our 
community & each other!

I am trying to teach my girls something that 
took me almost 45 years to learn.
No one is going to make you a priority but YOU!

I’m talking about those call backs you are wait-
ing for from your doctor, from the HR depart-
ment, from the front desk at the hotel you are 
staying at.

Guess what? If you just sit and wait - you’ll just 
keep sitting and waiting!

Take for instance my recent experience in stay-
ing long term at hotel. I was having trouble get-
ting the high speed connection I was entitled to 
as a platinum member. Heck, I couldn’t barely 
get a connection good enough to navigate with-
out wanting to pull my hair out. I mentioned 
this (for the second time) on my way out to run 
a few errands. The manager on duty told me she 
would place a call before she left for the day. I 
came back later and called down and that man-
ager had left for the day and the night manager 
on duty had no clue what I was talking about. 
She said she would place a call and get back to 
me. I waited a few hours. I called down to the 
desk to see what was going on. “Oh, I haven’t 
heard back that is why I haven’t called you.” RE-
ALLY? Not an acceptable answer. But, you see, 
I was not a priority to her. I asked, “Well, what 
do the IT people say when you call and tell them 
what is going on?”
(Because apparently I was not the only person 
complaining) She turns to someone else at the 
desk and says, “She wants to know what IT is 
telling us is the problem.” SERIOUSLY?

Needless to say, I got the number to IT and dealt 
with the issue myself.

You can’t wait around for people to call you. 
Especially people who are waiting on OTHER 
PEOPLE to call them back. YOU ARE NOT 
THEIR PRIORITY. YOU ARE YOUR OWN PRI-
ORITY.

My daughter didn’t want to ‘bother that guy at 
HR’ about a paycheck she was owed because 
someone screwed up putting in her hours. Re-
ally? Well, I told, her, you are the only one who 
cares about you getting paid. And it is not a 
bother - making that phone call to him. It is his 
job to listen to people. It’s his job to answer his 
phone and solve problems.

Stop taking a back seat and stop waiting on 
someone to call you. Realize that most of the 
people you are waiting on work for you! You are 
paying (or helping to pay) their salaries! And if 
you don’t stay on top of it, you are going to end 
up on the bottom of the pile. And that is just 
the reality of it.

So either make some noise, or sit back and be 
quiet and lay there and take what you get and 
not what you deserve.

loRi hERRiDGE

Lieutenant Sean B. Moore
Appointment Date:  September 
1, 1985
First Assignment:  Troop C – St. 
Louis/Jefferson counties
Current Assignment:  Troop E – 
Troop Lieutenant
Family:  3 Children; Neely (age 
28), Caleigh (age 27) and Aaron 
(age 17).  Married for 34 years 
to Carla.
Interests: My faith in Jesus 
Christ, spending time with my 
wife and family, friends, helping 
my brother and sister run the 
family farm operation, maintain a 
healthy and fit lifestyle.
Born and raised in Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri.  Graduated from Pop-

lar Bluff High School and re-
ceived an athletic scholarship to 
play football at Louisiana State 
University.  Positions played at 
LSU were running back, outside 
linebacker and special teams.  
Played under Coach Charlie 
McClendon and Coach Jerry 
Stovall.  Graduated from LSU 
with a Bachelor of Criminal Jus-
tice degree and later, earned 
a Master of Science degree in 
Human Resource Management 
from Lindenwood University, St. 
Charles, Missouri. 
Started in law enforcement in 
1984 as a deputy for the St. Tam-
many Parish Sheriff’s Office in 
the state of Louisiana.  Appoint-

ed to the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol on September 1, 1985.  
Stationed at Troop C, St. Louis.  
Worked primarily in the metro-
politan St. Louis area for 24 years 
while being promoted through 
the ranks to lieutenant.  I was 
assigned to the Troop C SWAT 
team, an Accident Reconstruc-
tionist, and a drug interdiction 
officer.  I transferred to Troop E 
when a troop staff officer retired.   
My father was a Missouri State 
Trooper for over 34 years, serv-
ing in the Troop E area.  I followed 
in my father’s footsteps and con-
sider it an honor and privilege to 
serve people and work for the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol.    

1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM

DiD you KnoW
The Department of Defense spent $10.4 million on marketing contracts 
with teams in the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL and MLS. This does not count 
sponsorships in NASCAR, which could total as much as $100 million. And 
they can’t account for much of the money they’ve spent.

Senators John McCain and Jeff Flake, both Republicans from Arizona, con-
ducted the study, and were concerned by the fact that the Department of De-
fense could not account for large chunks of the money it spent.
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The morning sun rose over the catalpa 
grove as the overall-clad boy finished 
scattering the grain. Opening the hen 
house doors, the flock scrambled out 
into the open yard like starving beg-
gars grappling for any stray morsel of 
food in sight.

Squawks and cackles filled the chick-
en yard as he stepped out of range 
of the squabbling fowls. It was a cha-
otic blanket of reddish-brown and yel-
lowish white feathers. Mike enjoyed 
watching the frenzied feeders as they 
vied for dominance and their share of 
the food. That would soon end when 
“Red” appeared. A shiver went down 
the boy’s spine at the thought.

That Rhode Island Red rooster was big 
and mean. With his red comb, those 
fiery red eyes, a cocky strut, reddish-
brown and black feathers, and his yel-
low legs equipped with 2 inch spurs, 
he was not a rooster to rouse. He 
always looked ready for a fight. This 
eight year old pushed those thoughts 
aside. It was time to gather the eggs 
while the hens were preoccupied with 
their breakfast.

He’d collected the last egg about the 
time that cranky cock appeared. Red 
was too busy pecking grain to give 
any thought to this potential intruder. 
Quietly, Mike slipped out the area un-
noticed.

As he approached the farmhouse, 
Cousin Bill came running toward him 
all excited. “Hey, Mike! Give Grand-
ma those eggs and come on.” Bill 
was a year younger than Mike and 
full of energy. If Bill had an idea, it 
was usually fun and a bit unconven-
tional. They’d both gotten Grandma’s 
“switchin’s” for those kinds of notions 
more than once.

Puzzled, Mike responded “Why? 
What’s going on?”

With brightening eyes he exclaimed, 
“We heard Grandpa say the herd 

was in the south pasture up by the hog 
pen. And Billy’s up there!”

Billy! We hadn’t seen that kid goat 
since Uncle Louie brought him to 
the farm last spring. He was a little 
white ram that was fun to play with 
and to play tricks on. All the cousins 
had spent time teasing, touching and 
taunting that little feller. But Billy al-
ways took it in stride and rutted his 
head back at them as a way of af-
firmation, affection, or retaliation. Re-
gardless, he was always entertaining 
for the clan.

Mike hurried to the kitchen, set the 
basket of eggs on the counter, and ran 
back out the door. By this time most of 
the other cousins were running up the 
hill toward the hog pen. He saw Bill at 
the yard gate prancing impatiently as 
he waited. Catching sight of Mike, Bill 
shouted “Come on. They’re getting 
ahead of us!”

Rejoining Bill, Mike chirped, “Let’s 
go!” and off they raced to catch up 
with the others.

The pasture was uphill about a quar-
ter mile from the farm house. As the 
two boys ran, they passed the old 
grinding wheel for sharpening axes. 
Then came the metal wood shed, the 
belt-driven sawmill blade (about 4 
feet in diameter), the old John Deere 
Model B tractor and a large pile of 
firewood. The boys had carried their 
share of arm loads to the house. With-
out electricity in the area, it kept the 
cook stove going year round for bak-
ing and warmth on those frigid winter 
nights.

Just past the woodpile were the Banty 
hens and roosters. They were about 
half the size of the Rhode Island Reds 
in height but twice as cranky as old 
Red ever thought of being. Grandma 
took care of their needs. Mike and 
Bill slipped past them without even a 
cheep from the brood.

Finally they approached the tree line 
where the old Model T’s retired. The 
boys had enjoyed numerous adven-
tures there; chasing mice and lizards 
while pretending to be treasure hunt-
ers, but not today. The hog pen was 
just a bit further up the road on the 
other side of the trees and then the 
pasture. “Billy” was waiting.

As they passed between the trees 
the Hereford herd came into view, 
about 20 head. In the middle was a 
large white animal. At first the clutch 
of cousins were mystified. “What is 
that?” they wondered.

Then Sharon, the oldest girl pro-
claimed, “That’s Billy! Boy has he 
grown!”

The children carefully pressed against 
the barbed wire fence for a closer 
look. Whispers and giggles mingled 
as all stood in wonder at the transfor-
mation of their pet kid goat.

Munching on grass amongst the herd, 
Billy raised his head in response to the 
unfamiliar sounds. Recognizing his 
old playmates, he ambled toward the 
small congregation of admirers.
He’d gained about 40 pounds and 
two feet in height along with a long 
pair of horns.

Reuniting with familiar faces, he gave 
out a “Baaaaaahhh” and cantered 
merrily toward the children. His tuft 
of beard swayed in the breeze as he 
loped. Hands reached through the 
wire to get their first touch of the white 
wayfarer. Mike and Bill just watched 
as the rest enjoyed the reunion.

Squeals from little piggy’s wafted 
across the air amongst the moos of 
the cattle. The two boys wandered 
toward the pen to get a closer look. 
Suddenly, frightful screams of alarm 
broke out from the cousins. As a play-
ful antic, one of the boys had grabbed 
Billy’s horns and held his head against 
a fence post. Underestimating his new 

size and strength, Billy butted the child 
backward, reared on his hind legs 
and jumped the fence. Cousins fled in 
all directions.

With horns lowered like a white 
charger, Billy began challenging his 
presumed adversaries. Cousin Bill 
jumped up onto a fence railing at 
the pig pen and Mike rocketed back 
down the hill to the farm house. The 
other cousins scattered through the 
woods.

Billy targeted Mike and, with head 
down, came charging after him. 
Scrambling as fast as his little legs 
could carry him, he passed the cars, 
the Banty henhouse, dodged the trac-
tors’ rear tires, and flew by the wood-
shed, constantly zigging and zagging 
to avoid those powerful prongs. It all 
was a blur. His frenzied pace com-
bined with the occasional backward 
glance created an awkward sense of 
balance. Any misstep and he’d be 
gored by a goat.

The peaceful serenity of the coun-
try morning was shattered by yells 
for help as the duo crashed into the 
barnyard. Mike kept just a few steps 
ahead of those pointed horns. Billy 
jerked his head from side to side and 
jabbed his horns forward hoping to 
snag the boy’s backside.

With his attentions to the rear, Mike 
stumbled into the flock of now dis-
concerted hens . . . and collided with 
Red! That cock, on a good day, didn’t 

like to be interfered with let alone run 
over and kicked. He retaliated in kind. 
Out came the spurs and the flogging 
commenced.

Being stuck in the middle of the may-
hem, Mike became frantic! On one 
side was a maniac goat rearing and 
rutting, and on the other was a rabid 
rooster with his hackles up ready for 
war. Wings wacked as claws and 
spurs spiked Mike’s legs. Hooves and 
horns bruised his backside. Squawks, 
screams, crows and bleats rose 
through the ruckus.

The commotion penetrated the farm-
house unnerving its guests. In mo-
ments the porch was filled with spec-
tators. Aunts and Uncles clamored like 
a crowd at the Roman Coliseum when 
the lions were winning. Improperly 
appraising the situation, one of the 
uncles shouted, “Grab a stick!” (There 
was little time for Mike to search for 
a stick, being preoccupied with other 
things).

Finally, Dad and the gentle giant, 
Uncle Marion, stormed the front gate, 
chased off Red and harnessed the 
goat. Mother grabbed Mike and con-
soled him while inspecting for dam-
ages. There was little to none short of 
scars from damaged pride.

So began an early August summer 
day on Grandpa’s farm.

The RoosTeR GoT YouR GoaT!
By Michael alumbaugh, © august 2017

The Roman Senate named a month after Augustus, but it de-
cided that since Julius’s month, July, had 31 days, Augustus’s 
month should equal it: under the Julian calendar, the months 
alternated evenly between 30 and 31 days (with the excep-
tion of February), which made August 30 days long. So, in-
stead of August having a mere 30 days, it was lengthened to 
31, preventing anyone from claiming that Emperor
Augustus was saddled with an inferior month.

To accommodate this change two other calendrical adjust-
ments were necessary:

• The extra day needed to inflate the importance of August 
was taken from February, which originally had 29 days (30 
in a leap year), and was now reduced to 28 days (29 in a leap 
year).

• Since the months evenly alternated between 30 and 31 
days, adding the extra day to August meant that July, August, 
and September would all have 31 days. So to avoid three long 
months in a row, the lengths of the last four months were 
switched around, giving us 30 days in September, April, 
June, and November.

hoW thE Month of auGust Got it’s naME



Lost time is never found again. - Benjamin Franklin
n

o cloud is so dark that the sun can’t shine through. - M
iranda Kerr
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If you are talking in strict botani-
cal terms then corn (or maize as 
it is referred to in certain coun-
tries) is a FRUIT. 

For cooking purposes, of course, 
we refer to it as a vegetable. Sim-
ilarly the following are also bo-
tanical fruits - squash, pumpkin, 
tomato, cucumber, aubergine 
(eggplant), and sweet peppers. 
Whatever they are they are all 
delicious!!
Botanically speaking, a fruit is a 

seed-bearing structure that de-
velops from the ovary of a flow-
ering plant, whereas vegetables 
are all other plant parts, such as 
roots, leaves and stems. 

By those standards, seedy out-
growths such as apples, squash 
and, yes, tomatoes are all fruits, 
while roots such as beets, pota-
toes and turnips, leaves such as 
spinach, kale and lettuce, and 
stems such as celery and broc-
coli are all vegetables.

FRuIT OR vegeTABle????????

I believe-
that we don’t have to change friends if we 
understand that friends change.

I believe-
that no matter how good a friend is, they’re 
going to hurt you every once in awhile and 
you must forgive them for that.

I believe-
that true friendship continues to grow, even 
over the longest distance.
Same goes for true love.

I believe-
that you can do something in an instant 
that will give you heartache for life.

I believe-
that it’s taking me a long time to become 
the person I want to be.

I believe-
that you should always leave loved ones 
with loving words. It may be the last time 
you see them.

I believe-
that you can keep going long after you 
can’t.

I believe-
that we are responsible for what we do, no 
matter how we feel.

I believe-
that either you control your attitude or it 
controls you.

I believe-
that regardless of how hot and steamy a 
relationship is at first, the passion fades 
and there had better be something else to 
take its place.

I believe-
that heroes are the people who do what 
has to be done when it needs to be done, 
regardless of the consequences.

I believe-
that money is a lousy way of keeping score.

I believe-
that my best friend and I can do anything 
or nothing and have the best time.

I believe-
that sometimes the people you expect to 
kick you when you’re down, will be the 
ones to help you get back up.

I believe-
that sometimes when I’m angry I have the 
right to be angry, but that doesn’t give me 
the right to be cruel.

I believe-
that just because someone doesn’t love 
you the way you want them to doesn’t 
mean they don’t love you with all they have.

I believe-
that maturity has more to do with what 
types of experiences you’ve had and what 
you’ve learned from them and less to do 
with how many birthdays you’ve celebrat-
ed.

I believe-
that it isn’t always enough to be forgiven 
by others. Sometimes you have to learn to 
forgive yourself.

I believe-
that no matter how bad your heart is bro-
ken the world doesn’t stop for your grief.

I believe-
that our background and circumstances 
may have influenced who we are,  but we 
are responsible for who we become.

I believe-
that just because two people argue, it 
doesn’t mean they don’t love each other. 
And just because they don’t argue, it 
doesn’t mean they do.

I believe-
that you shouldn’t be so eager to find out 
a secret. It could change your life forever.

I believe-
that two people can look at the exact same 
thing and see something totally different.

I believe-
that your life can be changed in a matter of 
hours by people who don’t even know you.

I believe-
that even when you think you have no 
more to give, when a friend cries out to 
you. You will find the strength to help.

I believe-
that credentials on the wall do not make 
you a decent human being.

I believe-
that the people you care about most in life 
are taken from you too soon.

I believe
that God sent His only Son Jesus Christ to 
die for our sins.

I believe
in the Holy Bible and the Holy Spirit.

I believe
in the power of prayer.

I believe
that when you die you will either go to 
heaven or hell.

I believeAuguST
national Catfish Month
national Eye Exam Month
national Golf Month
Peach Month
Romance awareness Month
national Picnic Month
august, 2017 Daily holidays, special 
and Wacky Days:
1 national Girlfriends Day
1 national Raspberry Cream Pie 
Day
2 national ice Cream sandwich Day
3 national Watermelon Day
4 national Chocolate Chip Cookie 
Day
5 national Mustard Day first sat-
urday
5 national underwear Day
5 Work like a Dog Day
6 friendship Day - first sunday in 
august
6 sisters Day - first sunday in 
august
7 international forgiveness Day - 
first sunday in august
9 book lover’s Day
10 lazy Day
10 national s’mores Day
15 Relaxation Day - now this one’s 
for me!
16 national tell a Joke Day
19 national Potato Day
21 senior Citizen’s Day
22 be an angel Day
25 Kiss and Make up Day
26 national Dog Day
27 Just because Day
30 toasted Marshmallow Day
31 national Eat outside Day

Stone Mountain boasts a mas-
sive carving of the Civil War 
figure, Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis, Confederate 
General “Stonewall” Jackson 
and Confederate General Rob-
ert E Lee.

Although already a small tourist 
attraction before the Civil War, 
Stone Mountain began attract-
ing visitors and national fame 
starting during the post war re-
construction. Quarries began 
mining granite and shopping 
it all over the world. Granite 
mined from Stone Mountain 
was used at the federal gold de-
pository at Fort Knox, the Pan-

ama Canal, the Imperial Hotel 
in Tokyo, and in the foundation 
of the Lincoln Memorial, just 
to name a few. Virtually every 
state has a building that uses 
Stone Mountain granite.

In 1923 the Confederate Memo-
rial carving began by the same 
man who later went on to work 
on Mount Rushmore but he was 
fired from the Stone Mountain 
project in 1924. Carving con-
tinued until 1928 when work 
was halted until 1964, continu-
ing until 1972. 1983 saw the 
first laser show and the Summer 
Olympics of 1996 held events 
in the park.

STONE MOUNTAIN



To miss the joy is to miss all. - Robert Louis Stevenson
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Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Why do mosquitoes drink 
blood? Only female mosquitoes 
take blood. They use the 
protein and iron found in 
blood to make their eggs. 
Females feed on nectar and water, 
just like males do. how much blood 
does a female mosquito “drink” 

per bite? Female mosquitoes 
“drink” about 3 millionths 

of a liter, or 3 milligrams, of 
blood. Why do mosquito 

bites itch? Mosquito saliva con-
tains several enzymes and proteins 
that affect the body’s clotting ability. 

Most people are allergic to 
these enzymes. The itch 

and bump is our allergic 
response to them. Mosquitoes in 
the genus Toxorhynchites (toxo-
rinkite-ees) do not feed on blood 
at all. Females use nectar to make 
their eggs.
how far can mosquitoes fly? 
Most mosquitoes stay with-
in 1-2 miles of their lar-

val (breeding) habitat, but some 
can fly 20 miles away! how 
long do mosquitoes 
live? In nature, female 
mosquitoes can live for a 
few weeks and males usually live 
for about a week. Life span depends 
on temperature, humidity and time 
of year. Can mosquitoes carry 

hIV or hepatitis? No. Mos-
quitoes carry viruses and 
pathogens in their salivary 

glands. In HIV and hepatitis, 
the virus does not replicate in the 
salivary glands, so it cannot be in-
jected into the next host. 
how many people die 
from mosquito-borne 
diseases per year? Worldwide 
estimates range from 1- 2 million 
people per year. The most common 
disease is malaria. A single malar-
ial mosquito can infect more than 
100 people. how common is West 
nile Virus? West Nile virus is found 
in over 60 mosquito species

Did you know that mosquitoes are the deadliest animals in the 
world?

These small yet lethal bugs have a very efficient way of slurping 
our blood. Their straw-like mouths actually have six needles that 
carry out different functions. These pesky insects latch on and 

drink as much as they can. 

hOw mOSquITOeS dRInK OuR 
BlOOd

Mosquito Facts

Autumn is a second 
spring when every leaf 

is a flower.
 Albert Camus



Pain nourishes your courage. - Mary Tyler Moore
An essential aspect of creativity is not being afraid to fail. - edw

in Land

HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
A big outdoor event this month is scheduled 
for the young Coon hunters of Missouri and 
some from surrounding states. The annual 
UKC state of Missouri youth show and hunt 
is set for the Butler County Coon hunters 
club. The date is August 12. The clubhouse is 
located off Highway 53 South of Poplar
Bluff.

This event is exclusively for the young hunt-
ers. Some hunt and show their own dogs and 
others use their parents or friends hounds. 
There is no entry fees and each Contestant 
goes home with something. 

There will be a bench show, a treeing con-
test and the night hunt. The national winner 
will be crowned as this type of hunts and 
shows is very well attended in most states. 
A good crowd is expected by the local club 
and is sponsored by the Missouri State Coon 
hunters.

This event reminds me of my son Doug’s first 
complication hunt many years ago. He was 
hunting his own dog with some local hunt-
ers that had real good dogs. Doug’s female 
Bluetick won the cast and placed third in the 
hunt. The next time we took her out she got 
hit by a car and was killed. That ended his 

compensation hunting. He continue to hunt 
during the regular season.

While composing this column, it reminded 
me of the first (and last) hunt I attended with 
one young dog that I had high hopes for as 
he was sired by one of the top Bluetick stud 
dogs of that time, Jud the Blue-tailed Fly of 
Semykennel.

I named him Jughead, and on that first hunt, 
he was leading the cast with just a few min-
utes left. We were near the truck and just 
before time expired, Jughead struck right in 
front of us, trail barked about three times and 
went up on a tree. I called him struck on his 
first bark and treed him with just a minute left 
in the hunt. The other dogs came in after time 
was out and were shut out on that one and 
a 200+ we saw the coon gave him 350 plus.

When we got back to the clubhouse, he was 
the leading dog with about 30 minutes left in 
the hunt. When most of the remaining cast 
came in, none of them had a good score. 
One cast remained with about five minutes 
left in the time limit to return. When time was 
up and the hunt should have been over and 
Jughead was the winner, someone looked 
out the clubhouse door and said “the final 

cast is on the road” Which shouldn’t have 
mattered, but the master of hounds waited 
and counted their score, as they had more 
points than Jughead. The winner was from 
the club, and I was told later that the Club 
did everything they could to let their members 
win the hunts. That was the last time I hunted 
there for years, but later when they changed 
the officers, I went back and won two differ-
ent hunts and finished two dogs into the nite 
champion there.

With the blackberry season over, I am won-
dering what happened to our local crop. We 
had an excellent bloom and plenty of rain and 
not much extreme heat to dry up the berries, 
but they just didn’t develop. 

My wife and I picked enough that she made 
some blackberry dumplings she tried some 
pancake batter to make the dumplings and 
they turned out real good.

Fishing has been better than expected follow-
ing the record rise on Lake Wappapello .This 
didn’t surprise me as my brother Richard 
and I caught a lot of good fish when the lake 
was high in years past. We fished from his 
canoe and worked our way through the wil-
lows and around the permanent duck blinds 

(which are no longer around) and caught 
more than our share of the bass as that is 
what we went after most of the time.

One trip that I remember above all others was 
at the mouth of Otter Creek west of Chaonia 
landing. We got into a bunch of Shad with the 
bass feeding on them in the hot part of the af-
ternoon. We caught a bunch and also one big 
channel catfish but not without a little hazard. 
We were both using Triple T spinners and on 
One cast, his reel didn’t release and the lure 
landed in my arm with the hook buried all the 
way to the curve of the hook. He took a look 
and said let’s go to the hospital and get it out! 
And I replied cut it out the fish are still hitting, 
he did and the fishing continued.

There was a real good article in the June is-
sue of the Missouri conversation magazine 
about river and lake muscles the article men-
tioned that most of these pieces of muscles 
are on the endangered species list. I am old 
enough to remember the shell buyers pur-
chased them for button makers. Living on the 
banks of Black River all us boys were excel-
lent swimmers and could dive deep and when 
we found a bed of muscles we anchored the 

boat and cleaned out the bed. 

We had a metal tub and would put the mus-
cles in the tub and boil them after they were 
boiled, it was no problem to get the meat out 
and we had show money for the Saturday 
cowboy movies. That might be why there is a 
shortage of muscles in some rivers.

There aren’t too many UKC coon hound 
events this month and our area. Ravenden 
Springs in Ark. Has two hunts in this month. 
The first is on the 11th, and the second is Au-
gust 25th The southeast Missouri Coon Hunt-
ers of Puxico has three hunts this month, on 
the 5th and 11th and 19th are the only hunts 
in our immediate area. The hunts and shows 
are MCHF, MSCHA Show me showdown 
points and Governors cup qualifiers. The 19th 
event is a UKC Purina show and hunt. They 
also have a water race following the bench 
show at each event.
 Until next month Paul Woods
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Take one dozen large onions, boil them in very little water until they are tender.

Pound and wash a beef steak, season it with pepper and salt, put it in a pan 
with some hot beef drippings, and fry it till it is done. 

Take it out, and put it on a dish, where it will keep hot. Then when the onions 
are soft, drain and mash them in the pan with the steak gravy, and pepper and 
salt to taste. Put it on the fire and as soon as it is hot, pour it over the steak 
and serve

Fish to be Really good must be fresh. If the eyes are bright and the flesh firm, 
it is a pretty sure indication of their freshness.

An iron spider is the best utensil for the purpose. The lard used for frying should 
be sweet and clean and free from salt. The lard should be just the right heat.

If a small piece of bread thrown in fries crisp the lard is ready; if the bread burns 
it is too hot. As soon as the fish is done, lay it on the soft cloth by the fire to 
absorb the grease.

Prepare a good stuffing such as the would for turkey or duck take 
a round steak Pound it but not very hard. Spread the dressing 
over it. 

Sprinkle a little salt and pepper and a few bits of butter; lap over 
the ends, roll the steak up tightly and tie closely; spread two large 
spoonfuls of butter over the steak after rolling it up, then wash with 
a well beaten egg; put water in a baking pan lay in the steak so as 
not to touch the water and bake as you would a duck basting often 
make a brown gravy and send to the table hot

After chicken is clean and cut up, salt and pepper and roll in flour; have 
skillet hot and put in four slices of good bacon. Fry until Crisp; take ba-
con out. 

Add to the grease in skillet 2 tablespoons of butter and one of the Lard. 
Put the chicken in; Let one side brown turn and let the other side brown. 

Put in 1 cup of hot water and set on back of stove and let it cook until 
tender. Which will generally be 1/2 hour. The water will boil away and 
then it will be nice and brown and have a delicious flavor.

SMOTHERED STEAK TO FRY FISH

MOCK DUCKFRIED CHICKEN

A recipe from 1857 A recipe from 1876



BIBLE quIz AnSWERS

Worry often gives a small thing a big shadow. - Swedish Proverb
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1. C 
2. D 
3. A 
4. D 
5. C 

6.   A 
7.   C 
8.   B 
9.   C 
10. C

ROD AND REEL 

CAMBER 

TACKLE BOX 

LAUNCH 

QUALIFY

FLOAT 

WAKE 

BOBBER 

STRINGER 

MINNOWS

CAUTION 

BURNOUT 

TIDE 

LURE 

MARINA

APEX 

PIER 

FINISHLINE 

CHECKERS 

CURRENT

GOGGLES 

SPINCAST 

SINKER 

ANCHOR 

HEADING

TROLLING 

FREESTYLE 

JIGGING 

HULL 

DRAFTING

SPLIT TIME 

SWIM MEET 

BUOY 

STARBOARD 

POOL

POLE 

DOCK 

OVERTAKE 

STERN 

PACE CAR

BAIT 

WADERS 

GREEN GLAG 

LIVE BOTTOM 

HOOK

LANES 

FIRESUIT 

LEVER DRAG 

LIFEGUARD 

BUTTERFLY

PIT STOP 

BACKSTROKE 

BOW 

DEEP END

SuMMER SPORTS

Genesis – Creator & promised 
Redeemer
Exodus – the Passover Lamb
Leviticus – High Priest
Numbers – water in the desert
Deuteronomy – He becomes the 
curse for us
Joshua – Commander of the army 
of the Lord
Judges – delivers us from injustice
Ruth – our Kinsman-Redeemer
1 Samuel – all in one, He is the 
Prophet/Priest/King
2 Samuel – King of grace & love
1 Kings – a Ruler greater than 
Solomon
2 Kings – the powerful prophet
1 Chronicles – Son of David that is 
coming to rule
2 Chronicles – the King who reigns 
eternally
Ezra – Priest proclaiming freedom
Nehemiah – the One who restores 
what is broken down
Esther – Protector of his people
Job – Mediator between God and 
man
Psalms – our song in the morning 
and in the night
Proverbs – our wisdom
Ecclesiastes – our meaning for life
Song of Solomon – Author of faith-
ful love
Isaiah – Suffering Servant
Jeremiah – the weeping Messiah

Lamentations – He assumes God’s 
wrath for us
Ezekiel – Son of Man
Daniel – the stranger in the fire 
with us
Hosea – faithful husband even when 
we run away
Joel – He is sending His Spirit to His 
people
Amos – delivers justice to the op-
pressed
Obadiah – Judge of those who do 
evil
Jonah – the greatest missionary
Micah – He casts our sin into the 
sea of forgetfulness
Nahum – proclaims future world 
peace we cannot even imagine
Habakkuk – crushes injustice
Zephaniah – the Warrior who saves
Haggai – restores our worship
Zechariah – prophesies a Messiah 
pierced for us
Malachi – sun of righteousness who 
brings healing
Matthew – the Messiah who is King
Mark – the Messiah who is a 
Servant
Luke – the Messiah who is a Deliv-
erer
John – the Messiah who is a God in 
the flesh
Acts – the Spirit who dwells in His 
people
Romans – the righteousness of God

1 Corinthians – the power and love 
of God
2 Corinthians – He is the down pay-
ment of what’s to come
Galatians – He is our very life
Ephesians – the unity of our church
Philippians – the joy of our life
Colossians – holds the supreme 
position in all things
1 Thessalonians – our comfort in the 
last days
2 Thessalonians – our returning 
King
1 Timothy – Savior of the worst 
sinners
2 Timothy – leader of the leaders
Titus – foundation of truth
Philemon – our Mediator
Hebrews – our High Priest
James – He matures our faith
1 Peter – our hope in times of suf-
fering
2 Peter – the One who guards us 
from false teaching
1 John – source of all fellowship
2 John – God in the flesh
3 John – source of all truth
Jude – protects us from stumbling
Revelation – King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords,
The Alpha and the Omega, The 
Beginning and the End, and He 
is coming again and the One who 
makes all things new.

hoW GoD REvEals hiMsElf in EvERy booK of 
thE biblE. Because

Because He emptied Himself of 
all but love,

you can be filled.

Because His body was broken,
your life can be whole.

Because His blood was shed,
your sins can be forgiven.

Because He submitted to  
injustice,

you can forgive.

Because He finished His Father’s 
work, your life has worth.

Because He was forsaken,
you will never be alone.

Because He was buried,
you can be raised.

Because He lives,
you don’t have to be afraid.

Because He was raised,
you can be strong.

Because He reached down to 
you,

you don’t have to work your way 
up to Him.

Because His promises are always 
true,

you can have hope!

Author known only to God



There are always flowers for those who want to see them. - Henri Matisse
Kindness holds the key to the secret of our ow

n transform
ation. - Jean M

aalouf
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Spider-Man homecoming
The weekend is right around 
the corner and if you’re looking 
for something to do I’ve got the 
perfect thing. If you read my blog 
in last month’s issue  then you 
know I got to see  “Spider-Man: 
Homecoming” with the Movie 
Club this month and let me start 
off by saying it did not disappoint.
 
Tom Holland was definitely what 
the Spider-Man franchise was 
missing and feels like the most 
“real” Peter Parker that we’ve 
had. Peter’s character really 
struggles with the lack of time 
in his day to day life through-
out the movie as he has to de-
cide whether he should be an 
Avenger or a student. Being part 
of the Marvel cinematic universe 
helped this movie out a lot as 
the addition of Tony Stark gave 
a mentor student relationship 
to Spider-Man that made Pe-
ter’s decisions more believable. I 
think a big problem with the past 
Spider-Mans is that Peter always 
seems very isolated, even from 

his friends, and therefore made 
it hard to believe he could take 
down the crazy villains he was 
fighting. This movie focuses on 
an Identity Crisis more than an 
Origin story which makes it more 
thrilling and fresh.
 
I wouldn’t go as far as saying this 
is a great movie only because 
the story line was more about in-
troducing Spider-Man to this new 
Marvel cinematic universe than 
it was about the Spider-Man’s 
journey as a hero. The villain was 
a bit lack luster and there are a 
couple of plot holes, but besides 
that bit of nit-picking, the movie 
is very enjoyable. I think that the 
next Spider-Man movie will be 
the best of all time, by a wide 
margin. One Movie club goer 
said they liked the movie a lot but 
says that they still like the original 
Spider-Man a lot, maybe even 
more. Looks like Tobey Maguire 
still has one fan.
    -Mark Wilson

They told me the big black Lab’s 
name was Reggie as I looked at 
him lying in his pen. The shelter 
was clean, and the people really 
friendly.

They gave me Reggie and his 
things, which consisted of a dog 
pad, bag of toys almost all of which 
were brand new tennis balls, his 
dishes, and a sealed letter from his 
previous owner. See, Reggie and I 
didn’t really hit it off when we got 
home. We struggled for two weeks 
(which is how long the shelter told 
me to give him to adjust to his new 
home). Maybe it was the fact that 
I was trying to adjust, too. Maybe 
we were too much alike.

I tried the normal commands 
the shelter told me he knew, ones 
like “sit” and “stay” and “come” 
and “heel,” and he’d follow them - 
when he felt like it. He never really 
seemed to listen when I called his 
name - sure, he’d look in my direc-
tion after the fourth of fifth time I 
said it, but then he’d just go back 
to doing whatever. When I’d ask 
again, you could almost see him 
sigh and then grudgingly obey.

The friction got so bad that I 
couldn’t wait for the two weeks to 
be up, and when it was, I was in 
full-on search mode for my cell 
phone amid all of my unpacked 
stuff. I remembered leaving it on 
the stack of boxes for the guest 
room.

Finally I found it, but before I 
could punch up the shelter’s num-
ber, I also found his pad and other 
toys from the shelter ... I tossed 
the pad in Reggie’s direction and 
he snuffed it and wagged, some of 
the most enthusiasm I’d seen since 
bringing him home. But then 
I called, “Hey, Reggie, you like 
that? Come here and I’ll give you 
a treat.” Instead, he sort of glanced 
in my direction - maybe “glared” 
is more accurate - and then gave 
a discontented sigh and flopped 
down. With his back to me.

I hung up when I saw the sealed 
envelope. I had completely forgot-
ten about that, too. “Okay, Reggie,” 
I said out loud, “let’s see if your 
previous owner has any advice.”.... 
.....

To Whoever Gets My Dog:

Well, I can’t say that I’m happy 
you’re reading this, a letter I told 
the shelter could only be opened 
by Reggie’s new owner. I’m not 
even happy writing it. If you’re 
reading this, it means I just got 
back from my last car ride with 
my Lab after dropping him off at 
the shelter. He knew something 
was different. I have packed up his 
pad and toys before and set them 
by the back door before a trip, but 
this time ... it’s like he knew some-
thing was wrong. And something 
is wrong ... Which is why I have to 
go to try to make it right.

So let me tell you about my Lab 
in the hopes that it will help you 
bond with him and he with you.

First, he loves tennis balls. The 
more the merrier. Sometimes I 
think he’s part squirrel, the way 
he hordes them. He usually always 
has two in his mouth, and he tries 
to get a third in there. Hasn’t done 
it yet. Doesn’t matter where you 
throw them, he’ll bound after it, so 
be careful - really don’t do it by any 
roads. I made that mistake once, 
and it almost cost him dearly.

I trained Reggie with small food 
treats. Nothing opens his ears like 
little pieces of hot dog.

He’s up on his shots. Call the clinic 
on 9th Street and update his info 
with yours; they’ll make sure to 
send you reminders for when he’s 
due. Be forewarned: Reggie hates 
the vet. Good luck getting him 
in the car - I don’t know how he 
knows when it’s time to go to the 
vet, but he knows.

And that’s why I need to share one 
more bit of info with you . . .His 
name’s not Reggie.

I don’t know what made me do 
it, but when I dropped him off at 
the shelter, I told them his name 
was Reggie. He’s a smart dog, he’ll 
get used to it and will respond to 
it, of that I have no doubt. But I 
just couldn’t bear to give them his 
real name. His real name is Tank. 
Because that is what I drive.

And now I hope and pray that 
you make him part of your family 
and that he will adjust and come 
to love you the same way he loved 

me.

All right, that’s enough. I deploy 
this evening and have to drop 
this letter off at the shelter. 
I don’t think I’ll say another 
good-bye to Tank, though. I 
cried too much the first time. 
Maybe I’ll peek in on him and 
see if he finally got that third 
tennis ball in his mouth. Thank 
you, Paul Mallory

I folded the letter and slipped 
it back in the envelope. Sure I 
had heard of Paul Mallory, ev-
eryone in town knew him, even 
new people like me. Local young 
man, killed in Iraq a few months 
ago and posthumously earning 
the Silver Star when he gave his 
life to save three buddies. Flags 
had been at half-mast all sum-
mer.

I leaned forward in my chair 
and rested my elbows on my 
knees, staring at the dog.

“Hey, Tank,” I said quietly.

The dog’s head whipped up, his 
ears cocked and his eyes bright.

“C’mere boy.”

He was instantly on his feet, his 
nails clicking on the hardwood 
floor. He sat in front of me, his 
head tilted, searching for the name 
he hadn’t heard in months.

“Tank,” I whispered.

His tail swished and his posture 
relaxed as a wave of content-
ment just seemed to flood him. I 
stroked his ears, rubbed his shoul-
ders, buried my face into his scruff 
and hugged him.

“It’s me now, Tank, just you and 
me. Your old pal gave you to 
me.” Tank reached up and 
licked my cheek. “So what you 
say we play some ball? His ears 
perked again. “Yeah? Ball? You 
like that? Ball?”

Tank tore from my hands and 
disappeared in the next room.

And when he came back, he had 
three tennis balls in his mouth.

 Author Unknown

a Dog named tanK



1. “You know, stop lights don’t 
come any redder than 
the one you just went 
through.”
2. “Relax, the handcuffs 
are tight because they’re 
new. They’ll stretch af-
ter you wear them a 
while.”
3. “If you take 
your hands off the 
car, I’ll make your 
birth certificate a 
worthless document.”
(My Favorite)
4. “If you run, you’ll only 
go to jail tired.”
5. “Can you run faster 
than 1200 feet per 
second? Because 
that’s the speed of the bullet that 
will be chasing you.” (LOVE IT)
6. “You don’t know how fast you 
were going? I guess that means I 
can write anything I want to on 
the ticket, huh?”
7. “Yes, sir, you can talk to the 
shift supervisor, but I don’t think it 
will help. Oh, did I mention that 
I’m the shift supervisor?”
8. “Warning! You want a warn-
ing? O.K, I’m warning you not 
to do that again or I’ll give you 
another ticket.”
9. “The answer to this last ques-
tion will determine whether you 

are drunk or not. Was Mickey 
Mouse a cat or a dog?”
10. “Fair? You want me 
to be fair? Listen, fair is 

a place where you go to 
ride on rides, eat cotton 

candy and corn dogs 
and step in monkey 

poop.”
11. “Yeah, we 
have a quota. 

Two more tickets 
and my wife gets a 

toaster oven.”
12. “In God we trust; 

all others we run through 
NCIC.” ( National Crime 

Information Center )
13. “Just how big 

were those ‘two beers’ 
you say you had?”
14. “No sir, we don’t have quo-
tas anymore. We used to, but 
now we’re allowed to write as 
many tickets as we can.”
15. “I’m glad to hear that the 
Chief (of Police) is a personal 
friend of yours. So you know 
someone who can post your 
bail.”
AND THE WINNER IS....
16. “You didn’t think we give 
pretty women tickets? You’re 
right, we don’t. Sign here.”
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Assistance and Food Pantry
Open Mon-Fri 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Hours of Operation
9:30 am to 4:00 pm

Just saying
These are actual comments made by Georgia State Troopers that were 
taken off their car videos:

1. Missouri’s state fair is amaz-
ing, and it’s recognized by the 
International Association of 
Fairs and Expositions as number 
one in 13 categories. Missouri-
ans know that it’s the best be-
cause we attend every year!

2. best bbQ, This category 
might be considered subjective 
by some (in other states with 
lesser BBQ), but we all know 
that Missouri has the best BBQ 
in the world.

3. loudest sports fans, Missou-
rians know how to cheer for our 
teams. We even broke the world 
record for the loudest cheering 
at a Kansas City Chiefs game in 
2014 - 14.2 decibels!

4. iD theft, Unfortunately, Mis-
souri is top in the nation for 
identity theft. 365 cases of iden-
tity theft are reported in this 
state for every 100,000 residents.

5. College tuition, Missouri is 
a great place for a college edu-
cation! In addition to our qual-
ity schools, college tuition has 
only increased 9.2 percent since 
2008. According to The College 
Board’s 2015 Trends in College 
Pricing report, that increase is 
the lowest in the entire nation.

6. small business, One little 
Hamilton, Missouri business is 
booming! The U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration named 
Alan Doan and Sarah Galbraith 
“Small Business Owners of the 
Year” last year. They own Mis-
souri Star Quilt Company, which 
sells as many as 5,000 quilts ev-
ery day.

7. College Wrestling stand-
ings, Mizzou ranks number one 
in the Mid-American Confer-
ence 2015-16 College Wrestling 
Standings.

8. Murders per capita, While 
most of these “number ones” are 
positive, unfortunately this one 
isn’t. St. Louis ranks number one 
in the nation for the number of 
murders per capita, according to 
the FBI, with a rate of 50 homi-
cides per 100,000 residents.

9. We’re also great at word-
crafting! University of Mis-
souri’s School of Journalism was 
ranked number one in the nation 
by U.S. News and World Report.

10. Destination america and 
usa today named Eureka, Mis-
souri the “best small town in 
america” this year. The com-
munity spirit after last year’s 
flooding helped Eureka win this 
award, which is given to towns 
that exemplify “celebrating the 
qualities that make each home-
town unique, and creating life-
long memories with family and 
neighbors.”

MissouRi is nuMbER onE at all of thEsE thinGs
We love Missouri, and we love living here. We have wonderful people, beautiful scenery and a thriving, healthy com-
munity. The nation sits up and takes notice about these 10 things in which we’re number one (eight are positive…two 
are issues we need to work on). Take a look at these things for which we rank first in the nation.


