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LET ALL 
THAT
YOU DO 
BE DONE 
WITH

LOVE.
1 CORINTHIANS 16:14 NKJV

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S

DAY
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Inspire to be authentic. - Yann Martel

I love you a bushel and a peck
Written by Frank Loesser

A bushel and a peck and a hug around the neck
A hug around the neck and a barrel and a heap
A barrel and a heap and I’m talkin’ in my sleep

About you, about you
‘Cause I love you a bushel and a peck

You bet your purdy neck I do
I love you a bushel and a peck

A bushel and a peck though you make my heart a 
wreck

Make my heart a wreck and you make my life a 
mess

Make my life a mess, yes a mess of happiness
I love you a bushel and a peck

A bushel and a peck and it beats me all to heck
yes a hug around the neck,

if I could learn to play the harp
learn to play the harp,

when I wanna you to keep my heart
About you, about you

‘Cause I love you a bushel and a peck
You bet your purdy neck I do

A terribly overweight blonde woman 
goes to her doctor about her weight, 
so her doctor puts her on a diet. 

“I want you to eat vegetables and 
grains for 2 days, then skip a day, and 
repeat this procedure for 2 weeks. 
The next time I see you, you will 
have lost at least 5 pounds.” 

When the blonde returned, she 
shocked the doctor by losing nearly 
20 pounds. “Why, that’s amazing!” 
the doctor said, “Did you follow my 
instructions?” The blonde nodded. 
“I’ll tell you though, I thought I was 

going to drop dead that third day.” 
“From hunger, you mean?” “No, 
from skipping.”

The PerfecT DieT

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

3092 Westwood Blvd. Poplar Bluff

Phone # 573-727-9269
open Tues & Wed 8-5 Thur 8-6

Fri 7-5 Sat 7-12

 2  of ISSIAH,  
Chapter 10, Verse 14

1/2 cup JOB,  
Chapter 29, Verse 6

1 cup of PSALMS, 
Chapter 19, Verse 10

2 cups of PROVERBS, 
Chapter 25, Verse 11

2 cups of EXODUS, 
Chapter 29, Verse 2

1 teaspoon of EXODUS, 
Chapter 30, Verse 23

Add 1 teaspoon of baking Powder and 
baking soda.

Mix well
Bake at 350 for 40 to 50 minutes.

GOD BLESS

 bIble  cake

Bad days
Don’t plant your bad days.

They grow into weeks.
The weeks grow into months.

Before you know it,
you got yourself a bad year.

Take it for me-
Choke those little bad days.

Choke them down to nothing

The MIsT
By Doug Baker

(written when he was 15 years old)

It was a dreary night
And from the far we could here,
The howling of the wind
We knew “The Mist” was near.

“The Mist” is a woman
Who is supposed to come back,
For her dearest children
Were lost in the shack.

She’d be there tonight
For she is every time
there is someone there
at the hour of nine.
We prepared ourselves
For that deadly time
When the horror of “The Mist”
Was soon to be nigh.

In that place
where children had died
The ghost of the mansion
Wailed and sighed.

From her children
who were long gone
there was no sounds,
But something was wrong.

For some strangers
Who had the dare
To enter her castle
To enter her lair

In came the wind
In came “The Mist”
In came the women
Like the will-of-the-wisp.

She wasn’t a phantom
She was real
Those who have entered
She would soon kill.

For at the castle
a century had passed
The legend of “The Mist”
Would be at it’s last..

There came a shot
Then a cry
They didn’t know
“The Mist” wouldn’t die.

Those men so brave
Had been repaid
For now they were buried
Beside her grave

sIn
What was so wrong with Sodom and 
Gomorrah that GOD destroyed both of 
these cities, I wonder if we here in the 
USA are doing the same things as they 
were. Or are we worse than they and 
the only reason God has not destroyed 
the USA is because there are a few 
GODLY men here praying that he does 
not destroy us. THANK GOD FOR 
THOSE GODLY MEN Bill Bohannon

P.S. If you don’t think this USA is un-
godly just watch a few nights of TV and 
you’ll see how bad it is



Deli Rolls with 
Pretzel Toothpicks

Roll a piece of your kid’s 
favorite cheese in

Land O’Frost Deli Snackers 
and pierce it with a small, thin 

pretzel stick.

Arrange a bunch of these on 
a platter for after school, and 

you won’t hear
“I’m hungry!” until dinnertime.
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Remove failure as an option. - Joan Lunden

Subscribe to the 
Black River Times

One Year Just $15

Send your information along with 
a check or money order to the 

Black River Times
1024 West Hart St.

Poplar Bluff, Mo. 63901

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

KITCHEN CORNER
creAMY crOcKPOT WhiTe chicKeN chiLi
3-4 Chicken Breasts 
15.5 oz. can Great Northern 
Beans, drained
1½ tsp. Chili Powder 
3 Tbsp. Butter
1 tsp Cumin 
3 Tbsp. Flour
½ tsp. Onion Powder 
1 cup Milk
½ tsp. Garlic Powder 
1 tsp. Chicken Bullion Base

Dash of Cayenne Pepper 
¼ tsp. White Pepper
4.5 oz. of Chicken Broth 
½ tsp. Salt
15 oz. can White Corn, drained 
½ cup Sour Cream
1 Avocado, cubed
15.5 oz. can Cannellini Beans, 
drained 
1 bag of Fritos

Place chicken breasts on the bottom of a crockpot, and add chili powder, cumin, onion 
powder, garlic powder, cayenne pepper (if a spicier chili is wanted add more cayenne 
pepper), chicken broth, green chilies, corn and beans. Cook on low for 6-8 hours.
About an hour before serving; in a small saucepan, melt butter over medium high heat.
Whisk in flour, and allow to bubble and brown a bit.
After a few minutes, gradually whisk in the milk and chicken base.
Allow the sauce to simmer 4-5 minutes, whisking frequently until it is slightly thickened.
Add salt and pepper. Add sour cream and mix.
Take out chicken breast, shred them with two forks, and return to crockpot.
Pour sauce into crockpot and mix to combine, Let the chicken chili cook on low 1 
more hour.
Serve topped with avocado and Fritos.

A few years ago, a group of sales-
men went to a regional sales con-
vention in Chicago. They had as-
sured their wives that they would 
be home in plenty of time for Fri-
day night’s dinner. In their rush, 
with tickets and briefcases, one 
of these salesmen inadvertently 
kicked over a table which held a 
display of baskets of apples.

Apples flew everywhere. Without 
stopping or looking back, they 
all managed to reach the plane in 
time for their nearly missed board-
ing. All but one. He paused, took a 
deep breath, got in touch with his 
feelings, and experienced a twinge 
of compassion for the girl whose 
apple stand had been overturned. 
He told his buddies to go on with-
out him, waved goodbye, told one 
of them to call his wife when they 
arrived at their home destination, 
and explain his taking a later flight.

Then he returned to the terminal 
where the apples were all over the 
terminal floor. He was glad he did. 
The 16-year-old girl was totally 
blind! She was softly crying, tears 

running down her cheeks in frus-
tration and, at the same time, help-
lessly groping for her spilled pro-
duce as the crowd swirled about 
her, no one stopping, and no one 
to care for her plight.

The salesman knelt on the floor 
with her, gathered up the apples, 
put them into the baskets, and 
helped set the display up once 
more. As he did this, he noted 
that many of them had become 
battered and bruised; these he set 
aside in another basket. When 
he had finished, he pulled out his 
wallet and said to the girl, “Here, 
please take this $20 for the damage 
we did. Are you okay?” She nod-
ded through her tears. He contin-
ued with, “I hope we didn’t spoil 
your day too badly.”

As the salesman started to walk 
away, the bewildered blind girl 
called out to him, “Mister....” He 
paused and turned to look back 
into those blind eyes. She contin-
ued, “Are you Jesus?”

He stopped in mid stride, and he 

wondered. Then slowly he made 
his way to catch the later flight 
with that question burning and 
bouncing about in his soul: “Are 
you Jesus?”

Do people mistake you for Jesus? 
That’s our destiny, is it not? To 
be so much like Jesus that people 
cannot tell the difference as we 
live and interact with a world 
that is blind to His love, life, and 
grace. If we claim to know Him, 
we should live, walk, and act as 
He would.

Knowing Him is more than sim-
ply quoting Scripture and go-
ing to church. It’s actually living 
the Word as life unfolds day to 
day. You are the apple of His eye 
even though we, too, have been 
bruised by a fall. He stopped 
what He was doing and picked 
you and me up on a hill called 
Calvary and paid in full for our 
damaged fruit.

Let us live like we are worth the 
price He paid. Makes you think, 
doesn’t it?

aRe you Jesus?

A BeAUTifUL PrAYer
I asked God to take away my habit.

God said, “No. 
It is not for me to take away, but for you to give it up.”

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole.
God said, “No. 

His spirit is whole, his body is only temporary.”

I asked God to grant me patience.
God said, “No. 

Patience is a byproduct of tribulations; 
it isn’t granted, it is learned.”

I asked God to give me happiness. 
God said, “No. 

I give you blessings; Happiness is up to you.”

I asked God to spare me pain. 
God said, “No. 

Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares 
and brings you closer to me.”

I asked God to make my spirit grow.
God said, “No. 

You must grow on your own, 
but I will prune you to make you fruitful.”

I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life.
God said, “No. 

I will give you life, so that you may enjoy all things.”

I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as He loves me.
God said, 

“Ahhhh...., finally you have the idea.”

Most of the problems in life
are because of two reasons:

We act
Without thinking or
We keep thinking

without acting
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Love is a fabric which never fades. - Robert Fulghum

kids page

Answers on page 14

3) February is the most common-
ly _______word in English.
4) February is the ____ month of 
winter.
7) At one time, February had only
_______ days. (2 Words)
8) February has Valentine’s Day 
and also _______. (2 Words)
9) All other months experience 
a ______ except February. (2 
Words)

Down
1) Shortest month of the year.
2) In leap years, February is the 
only month that ______ on the 
same weekday (3 Words)
5) This big football game is played 
in February. (2 Words)
6) The beautiful purple ______ 
stone is the birthstone for Febru-
ary.

FEBRUARY

Baby Bear  Romeo  Better Half  Valentine  Cherished
Puppy Love  Pet  Fondness  Angel  Treasure
Crazy About  Relish  Inamorato  Blossom  Sweetheart
Passion  Loved One  Love  Ardor  Suitor
Cherry  Tenderness  Paramour  Admirer  Crush
Lovebird  Amore  Dear  Hon Bun  Juliet
Honey  Treasure  Adulation  Sweetpea  Buttercup
Cupcake  Pumpkin  Sweet Babboo  Darling  Dearest
Beau  My Queen  Beloved  Worship  Charming
Sweetie  Prince  Devotion  True Love  Heartthrob
Desire  Mad For  Apple Of My Eye  Affection

Be MiNe

What do you call an 
alligator in a vest? 
An investigator.

This boy said he 
was going to hit me 
with the neck of a 
guitar. I said, “Is that 
a fret?”

Did you hear about 
the guy whose 
whole left side was 
cut off? He’s all right 
now.

How many tickles 
does it take to make 
an octopus laugh? 
Ten tickles.

Whiteboards are 
remarkable.

My leaf blower 
doesn’t work. It 
sucks.

Insect puns bug me.

Would a cardboard 
belt be a waist of 
paper?

Never give your 
uncle an anteater.

I’m very good 
friends with 25 let-
ters of the alphabet. 
I don’t know why.

I woke up this morn-
ing and forgot which 
side the sun rises 
from. Then it dawned 
on me.

Learning how to col-
lect trash wasn’t that 
hard, I just picked it 
up as I went along.

A golf ball is a golf 
ball no matter how 
you putt it.

If you need help 
building an ark, I 
Noah guy.

My dog can do 
magic tricks. It’s a 
labracadabrador.

Never marry a tennis 
player. Love means 
nothing to them.
I tried to catch some 
fog. I mist.

I knew a couple who 
met in a revolving 
door. I think they’re 
still going round 
together.

Did you know taller 
people sleep longer 
in bed?

I heard a funny joke 
about a boomerang 
earlier. I’m sure it’ll 
come back to me 
eventually.

I asked the lion in 
my wardrobe what 
he was doing there, 
he said it was “Nar-
nia Business”.

Pencils could be 
made with erasers at 
both ends, but what 
would be the point?

I was struggling 
to figure out how 
lightning works then 
it struck me.

Sue broke her finger 
today, but on the 
other hand she was 
completely fine.

I’ve just been on a 
once-in-a-lifetime 
holiday. I’ll tell you 
what, never again.
I often say to myself, 
“I can’t believe that 

cloning machine 
worked!”

Some people say 
I’m addicted to som-
ersaults but that’s 
just how I roll.

What do you 
call Dracula with 
hayfever? The pollen 
Count.

Never lie to an x-ray 
technician. They can 
see right through 
you.



The order in which 
we pick up items on 
our grocery list really 
doesn’t matter. But or-
der is important when 
it comes to our Chris-
tian faith. Our obedi-
ence will never save us, 
nor will it enable us to 
trust. Instead, our vain 
attempts at obedience 
will only bring frustra-
tion. But when trust 
comes first, obedience 
follows out of love.

This song was writ-
ten after D.L Moody 
evangelistic meeting in 
Brockton, Massachu-
setts. Daniel Towner 
was the song leader 
that night in 1886 and 
he asked the people 

to share how they had 
been saved. Several 
stood and spoke of how 
certain they felt of their 
salvation. But then a 
young man rose and 
said, “I am not quite 
sure, but I am going to 
trust, and I am going to 
obey.”

Towner couldn’t forget 
that testimony. He jot-
ted it down and send 
it to John Sammis who 
had recently left a ca-
reer in business to en-
ter the ministry, with 
the hope that Sammis 
would find in it the 
inspiration for a hymn 
text. Towner was not 
disappointed.

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His word,
What a glory He Sheds on our way!
While we do His good will He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt nor a fear, not a sigh nor a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

Not a burden we bear, Not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief nor a loss, not a frown nor a cross,
But is blest if we trust and obey.

But we never can prove the delights of his love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favor He shows and the joy He bestows
Are for them who will trust and obey.

Then in fellowship Sweet we will set at His feet,
Or will walk by His side in the way;
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go-
Never fear, only trust and obey.

 John H Sammis ( 1846-1919 )
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Freedom lies in being bold. - Robert Frost

Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all 
you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
 1 Peter 1:15-16 KJV

1.) Who was the only woman 
among the judges who ruled 
over Israel?
A. Ruth 
B. Deborah 
C. Sara 
D. Rebekkah
2.) What sacrifice did Jephthah 
offer to God for giving the Am-
monites into his hand?
A. Year old lamb 
B. His oldest son 
C. His only daughter 
D. A ram
3.) Who was the left handed 
Judge?
A. Gideon 
B. Tola 
C. Ehud 
D. Jephthah
4.) Which Judge would not go 
into battle without a woman 
going with him?
A. Gideon 
B. Samson 
C. Barak 
D. Othniel
5.) What Judge defeated a huge 
army with 300 men?
A. Ehud 
B. Gideon 
C. Barak 
D. Samson

6.) What Judge had 30 sons 
and 30 daughters?
A. Ibzan 
B. Othniel 
C. Samson 
D. Abdon
7.) Which Judge was the son 
of a prostitute?
A. Gideon 
B. Jephthah 
C. Barak 
D. Abdon
8.) Which Judge over Is-
rael destroyed the Temple of 
Dagon?
A. Ehud 
B. Othniel 
C. Barak 
D. Samson
9.) What is the name of the 
first priest mentioned in the 
Bible?
A. Aaron 
B. Levi 
C. Melchizedek 
D. Noah
10.) Who was the priest under 
whom Samuel served?
A. Hophni 
B. Phinehas 
C. Eli 
D. Abimelech

Answers on page 14

TRusT and obey

The sTory behind The song

Twin Springs Baptist Church
1459 M Hwy • Poplar Bluff, MO 

 Sunday school 10 AM
 Morning worship 11 AM
 Evening worship 5 PM
 Wednesday evening 7 PM

Feb. 3rd Christian’s Men’s Round Table @ 8:00 AM till 9:00 AM
Coffee and Donuts

Feb. 24th Men’s Conference in Tallapoosa Mo. 
First Southern Baptist Church 8 a.m. till noon

Anger is a m
om

entary m
adness, so control your passion or it w

ill control you. - h
orace

A lady went to the Pastor of her 
church and said, “I won’t be at-
tending  Church anymore.” He 
said, “May I ask why?” She said, 
“I see people on their cell phones 
texting and typing during the ser-
vice, some are gossiping, some 
just aren’t living right, some are 
sleeping, some are staring at me, 
they are all just hypocrites.”

The Pastor was silent. Then he 
said, “Can I ask you to do some-
thing for me before you make 
your final decision?” She said, 
“Sure, what’s that?” He said, 
“Take a glass of water and walk 
around the church two times and 
don’t let any water fall out of the 
glass.” She said, “Yes I can do 
that!” She went and got the glass 
of water and walked around the 
church two times. She came back 

and said proudly, “It’s  done.”

The pastor asked her these ques-
tions; “Did you see anybody on 
their phone?; Did you see any-
body gossiping?; Was anybody 
living wrong?; Did you see any-
one sleeping?” She said, “I didn’t 
see anything because I was so fo-
cused on this glass, so the water 
wouldn’t  spill out”

He told her, “When you come to 
church, you should be just that fo-
cused on God, so that you don’t 
fall. That’s why Jesus said, ‘Fol-
low Me’, He did not say follow 
Christians.” Don’t let your rela-
tionship with God be determined 
by how others relate with God. 
Let it be determined by how fo-
cused you are with God.

HYPOCRITES

SOul fOOd
Ingredients
Take one bunch of kindness
One and a half bushels of love
3 pints of friendship
Two tones of laughter
Four homers of faith
12 pecks of giving and forgiv-
ing
1 ounce of receiving
Six barrels of charity

One and a half quarts of  
sacrifice
A sprinkle of hope
Two drums of fasting
Instructions
Take one bunch of kindness add 
love and friendship toss with 
laughter and stir in faith, mix 
with giving and charity and mix 
thoroughly with surrender. Pour 

out the sacrifices and pour Christ 
blood over all, garnish with fast-
ing prayer. Then sprinkle with 
hope. Place heaping piles into 
the heart and leave for a eter-
nity.

Written by Calvin and Geba 
Phillips, in November 1988

Bible Verse 
Brownies

A recipe by 
Ella Mae Secrease Boyer 

( July 19, 1920—
December 14, 2007 )

1/4 cup Proverbs 21:17
2 of Deuteronomy 20 : 6

1/2 cup chopped genesis 43:11
1 cup of Judges 6:19

1 tablespoon of Isaiah 7:15
2/3 cup of Genesis 18:8

1/4 cup of II Samuel 16:1
Add 1 cup of brown sugar 

2 teaspoons of vanilla,
1/2 teaspoon of baking powder 

1/4 cup of cocoa powder

Preheat oven to 350,
Mix together all ingredients

Spread in a greased 8 x 8 pan
Bake for 30 minutes

Cut into bars, sprinkle with 
powdered sugar and serve.



Nothing happens unless first a dream. - Carl Sandberg
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CANE CREEK COMMUNITY CLUB
The January meeting 
of the Cane Creek 
Community Club met 
on January 10 at 11 
a.m. at Twin Towers 
in the Snyder Room 
with 5 members pres-
ent. Nancy Wujcik 
was hostess.

The president, Wilma 
Rains opened the 
meeting with a song, 
“How Great Thou Art.”
Nancy led in repeat-
ing the “Lord’s Prayer.” 
Then we recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Glenda Phillips read 
“Storms of Life.” The 
treasurer’s report was 
given showing a bal-
ance of $20.05.

Roll call was an-
swered with “One 
goal for the next 6 
months and why.”

Glenda Phillips’ pro-
gram was “Have a 
Purpose.” Glenda 
gave each person a 
sheet with 15 ques-
tions.

Nancy’s game was 
“Live Up.” Nancy 
also showed a 1940 
calendar that Earl 
Pennington owned 
that brought back old 
memories.

The meeting closed 
with repeating the 
club collect.

THE AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB

Answers on page 14

The Agee Community Club Janu-
ary 11, 2018

The Agee Community Club met at 
Ryan’s on January 11th, 2018 with 
Club President Ms Cathy Womack 
as this month’s hostess. Ms Wom-
ack opened the meeting with the 
ladies repeating the club motto, 
“When the heart if full of love, the 
world is full of beauty”. Invocation 
was offered by Ms Jeanie Figgins. 
Devotional was selected by Mrs. 
Nickey Orton and was read by 
Mrs. Nadine Johnson from He-
brews 4:16. 

Roll call was answered by answer-
ing, “Did you made a New Year’s 
resolution, and if you had, have 
you already broken it?” Secretary 
and treasurers reports were read 
by Ms Figgins, Mrs. Johnson fol-
lowed up on past club business by 
bringing flower starters to the la-
dies. There was no new business. 

Hostess for February will be Mrs. 
Orton. A birthday card was given 

to Mrs. Johnson for her birthday 
in February. Ms Figgins gave 
each lady a print out on coconut 
oil and the 15 ways it can change 
your life. 

The club had a guest this month, 
Michael Figgins who is Ms Figgins 
oldest son. Mr. Figgins gave a les-
son on the freehand art that he 
does, and drew two pictures while 
he was at the meeting so that the 
ladies could truly see him work 
freehand. The ladies were given 
original drawings to keep. Ms Fig-
gins read a poem from belated 
honorary member Orel Smiths 
book of poetry titled, “The Sweet-
est Thing”, and she also won the 
door prize. 

Each lady took turns reading 
funny or informative things found 
in both the Black River Times and 
in the Readers Digest. The ladies 
then dismissed with the repeat-
ing of the club collect, “Be Still 
and Know that I am God, Psalms 
46:10”.

John C. King
Independent Agent

Medicare • Supplement  •  Life • Health • Term Life
Nursing Home Care • Critical Illness

Local: (573) 300-5088     
email: kingjohn742@gmail.com

2519 High St., Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Guaranteed issue life insurance
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR
4) Bees make this substance, 
which is also a nickname for 
someone who is loved.
7) Greek goddess of love, 
beauty, pleasure and procre-
ation.
8) Girls or Boys? Who eats 
unusual food on Valentines Day 
to help them dream about who 
they would marry!
9) Elvis just couldn’t “help 
_________ with you.” (3 
Words)
11) The state that produces a 
majority of America’s roses.
12) Richard _____________ 
produced the first box of 
chocolates for Valentine’s Day 
in the late 1800’s
13) A group of cut flowers, of-
ten tied together and wrapped 
in floral paper.
15) “I Want To Hold Your Hand” 
is sung by what British rock 

band? (2 Words)
16) Connie ________ sang 
about “Stupid Cupid”.
17) Roman god of love in all its 
varieties. Shoots arrows!

Down
1) The fruit that is also known 
as the “love apple”.
2) Delicate red flowers with 
thorns.
3) Roman goddess of love.
4) What card company 
produced its first Valentine in 
1913?
5) The Dixie Cups were going 
to the “______” to get married. 
(3 Words)
6) “All You Need Is _______” by 
The Beatles.
10) The Beatles sang, “All 
_____ love” (3 Words)
14) The country where the 
Valentines Day tradition began.

1. Bumpstick-Cam Shaft
2. Rotor Grabbers-Calipers
3. Probes-Spark Plugs
4. Lamps-Head Lights
5. Coal oil Lamps
6. Car Lifter Jack
7. Go Around Belt- Drive Belt
8. Check Stick-Oil Dipstick
9. Disc Wheel-Brake Disc
10. Battery
11. Gas Pump-Fuel Pump

12. Tubes-Tires
13. Shockers Front & Back-Front & 
Back Shocks
14. See Back Glass-Rear view mirror
15. See Back Glue-Glue
16. Generator - Alternator
17. Push Locks-Door Locks
18. Door Grabber-Door Handle
19. Rag Joint-Steering Wheel Con-
nector
20. Odometer -Speed-O-Meter

ThIngs you May heaR aT 
The auTo paRTs house

Black pepper (Piper nigrum) is a flower-
ing vine in the family Piperaceae, culti-
vated for its fruit which is usually dried 
and used as a spice and seasoning, known 
as a peppercorn. When fresh and fully 
mature, it is approximately 5 millimetres 
(0.20 in) in diameter and dark red, and 
contains a single seed like all drupes. Pep-
percorns and the ground pepper derived 
from them may be described simply as 
pepper, or more precisely as black pepper 

(cooked and dried unripe fruit), green 
pepper (dried unripe fruit), and white 
pepper (ripe fruit seeds).

Black pepper is native to south India 
and is extensively cultivated there and 
elsewhere in tropical regions. Currently, 
Vietnam is the world’s largest producer 
and exporter of pepper, producing 34% of 
the world’s Piper nigrum crop as of 2013. 
Dried ground pepper has been used since 

antiquity both for its flavour and as a tra-
ditional medicine.

Black pepper is the world’s most traded 
spice and is one of the most common 
spices added to cuisines around the 
world. Its spiciness is due to the chemi-
cal piperine, not to be confused with the 
capsaicin characteristic of chili peppers. 
It is ubiquitous in the modern world as 
a seasoning and is often paired with salt.

black peppeR

THIS IS SURE SOMETHING TO 
THINK ABOUT! THE ONLY THING 
WRONG WITH THE GOVERN-
MENT’S CALCULATION OF AVAIL-
ABLE SOCIAL SECURITY IS THEY 
FORGOT TO FIGURE IN THE PEO-
PLE WHO DIED BEFORE THEY 
EVER COLLECTED A SOCIAL SE-
CURITY CHECK! WHERE DID THAT 
MONEY GO?

Remember, not only did you and I 
contribute to Social Security but your 
employer did too. It totaled 15% of 
your income before taxes. If you av-
eraged only $30K over your working 
life, that’s close to $220,500. Read 
that again.

Did you see where the Government 
paid in one single penny? We are 
talking about the money you and 
your employer put in a government 
bank to insure you and I, that we 
would have a retirement check from 
the money we put in, not the Govern-
ment.

Now they are calling the money we 
put in an entitlement when we reach 
the age to take it back. If you calculate 
the future invested value of $4,500 
per year (yours & your employer’s 
contribution) at a simple 5% interest 
(less than what the Government pays 
on the money that it borrows).

After 49 years of working you’d have 
$892,919.98. If you took out only 3% 
per year, you’d receive $26,787.60 

per year and it would last better than 
30 years (until you’re 95 if you retire 
at age 65) and that’s with no interest 
paid on that final amount on deposit!

If you bought an annuity and it paid 
4% per year, you’d have a lifetime in-
come of $2,976.40 per month.

THE FOLKS IN WASHINGTON 
HAVE PULLED OFF A BIGGER 
PONZI SCHEME THAN BERNIE 
MADOFF EVER DID.

Entitlement my foot; I paid cash for 
my social security insurance! Just 
because they borrowed the money 
for other government spending, 
doesn’t make my benefits some kind 
of charity or handout!!

Remember Congressional benefits? 
--- free healthcare, outrageous re-
tirement packages, 67 paid holidays, 
three weeks paid vacation, unlimited 
paid sick days. Now that’s welfare, 
and they have the nerve to call my 
social security retirement payments 
entitlements?

They call Social Security and Medi-
care an entitlement even though 
most of us have been paying for it all 
our working lives, and now, when it’s 
time for us to collect, the government 
is running out of money. Why did the 
government borrow from it in the first 
place? It was supposed to be in a 
locked box, not part of the general 
fund. Sad isn’t it?

WhO DieD BefOre TheY cOLLecTeD 
SOciAL SecUriTY?



In 1897, a pearling boom struck 
Black River and Butler County 
when Dr. J. H. Meyers of Black Rock 
on Black River in northern Arkan-
sas found a fourteen grain fine lus-
ter pearl in the river. Many pearls 
were eventually found in Black 
River, some of which were sold to 
women as far away as London and 
Paris.

Even up into the Twentieth Century 
pearls were still occasionally found 
in the river. The “Daily Republican” 
of October 3, 1911, reported the 
discovery of an eighty-five grain, 
pale pink pearl in Black River just 
south of Poplar Bluff which sold 
for $1,300, (that would be $30,000 
in today’s market). On December 
29,1911, another find was reported, 
a twenty grain pearl of unusual 

beauty, which was worth about 
$500, ($11,500 in today’s market).

Shells found in the Poplar Bluff 
area were at one time kept and 
shipped on steamboats to button 
factories. There was one of these 
factories in Corning, Arkansas, 
where a machine reamed out up 
to ninety buttons from one food-
sized shell. The wastes of the 
shells were then used to pave the 
streets of Corning. 

An article in the “Daily Republi-
can” on August 11, 1911, reported the 
opening of the Black River Pearl 
Button Company in Poplar Bluff.

Black River was, indeed, the scene 
of many activities during the early 
days in Poplar Bluff.
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Never complain. Never explain. - Katherine Hepburn
W

hat to do w
ith a m

istake – recognize it, adm
it it, learn from

 it, forget it. - d
ean sm

ith

From the Kitchen of
Laura L. 
Chatman

One can of unsweetened cherries
1 cup sugar

4 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons of oleo

Dash of a red food coloring

Mix all ingredients together
Use 8 inch pie pan

Use double crusts 1 for bottom and 1 for top
Bake at 425 for 30 min.

Cherry Pie 
from unsweetened 

cherries

THOUSAND HILLS COWBOY CHURCH
875 HIGHWAY 51 FISK, MISSOURI

Pastor Kevin Murray
Every Tuesday night

Music starts at 6:30 PM 
Service starts at 7 PM

Everyone is welcome - Come as you are

PEARLS  In  BLACk  RIvER

What
you
do

today
you’ve

got
to

sleep
with

tonight!

If Stupidity
got us into 
this mess,
then why

can’t it get us 
out? ~

Will Rogers

Our Phones ~ Wireless
Cooking ~ Fireless
Cars ~ Keyless
Tires ~ Tubeless
Dress ~ Sleeveless
Youth ~ Jobless
Leaders ~ Shameless
Relationships ~ Meaningless
Attitude ~ Careless
Wives ~ Fearless

Babies ~ Fatherless
Feelings ~ Heartless
Education ~ Valueless
Children ~ Mannerless
Everything is becoming LESS but 
still our hopes are ~ Endless.
In fact we are ~ Speechless
And Government is ~ CLUELESS!!
And our Politicians are ~ WORTH-
LESS!!

2018

Birds of a feather flock together and 
mess on your car.
There’s always a lot to be thankful for if 
you take time to look for it.
For example I am sitting here thinking 
how nice it is that wrinkles don’t hurt.
The sole purpose of a child’s middle 
name is so he can tell when he’s really 
in trouble.
If you can’t be kind, at least have the 
decency to be vague.
Don’t assume malice for what stupidity 
can explain.
A penny saved is a government 
oversight.
The real art of conversation is not only 
to say the right thing at the right time, 
but also to leave unsaid the wrong 
thing at the tempting moment.
If you can smile when things go wrong, 
you have someone in mind to blame.
The easiest way to find something lost 
around the house is to buy a replace-
ment.
He who hesitates is probably right.
If you think there is good in everybody, 
you haven’t met everybody.
Did you ever notice: When you put the 
2 words “The” and “IRS” together it 
spells “THEIRS”?

GENTLE THOUGHTS FOR 
TODAY

Forgive and Forget~Micah 7:18

Keep your promises~Romans 4:21

Always be honest~Proverbs 12:22

Support one another~Acts 20:35

Be kind and tender-hearted~
Ephesians 4:32

Comfort one another~1 Thessalonians 4:18
Count your blessings~Psalm 34:1-3

And above all Love one another
1 Peter 1:22

rULeS fOr BeTTer reLATiONShiPS



8

Co
ur

ag
e s

ta
rt

s w
ith

 sh
ow

in
g 

up
 a

nd
 le

tti
ng

 o
ur

se
lv

es
 b

e s
ee

n.
 - 

br
en

e b
ro

w
n

I am not just a survivor, I am a flourisher. - Mary Tyler Moore

From Sunny Skidmore 
at KLID radio

DOUG WiLeS
Bc-hiS

573-701-9015
1035 e. Karsch Blvd
farmington, 63640

573-776-7800
1409 N. Westwood Blvd
Poplar Bluff, 63901

HEARING
SCREENING

free
Call TODAY to schedule a

According to Dr. Assa on KLID 
8:00 to 9:00 PM Monday through 
Friday.

Carrots are a great source of vita-
min A to help with eye vision, Dr. 
Assa says he eats carrots as a snack 
as he watches TV, he says carrots 
helps Macular Degeneration, cata-
racts and various other eye prob-
lems.

Even Dr. Bob Martin (on KLID 
Sundays) uses CAN-C for his 
cataracts and I checked on another 
persons report who used CAN-C 
but also said she ate a lot of car-
rots. Carrots are also heart healthy, 
Vitamin A is found in yellow and 
orange fruits and vegetables.

This information is not to replace 
your doctors advice.

nutrition Facts
Amount per 1 medium carrot

calories 25
% daily value*

Total Fat 0.1g  0%
Saturated fat 0 g  0%
Polyunsaturated fat 0.1 g
Monounsaturated fat 0 g
Trans fat 0 g
cholesterol 0 mg  0%
sodium 42 mg  1%
potassium 195 mg  5%
Total carbohydrate 6 g  2%
Dietary fiber 1.7 g  6%
Sugar 2.9 g
protein 0.6 g  1%
Vitamin A 203.0 0% 
Vitamin C  6%
Calcium  2% 
Iron  1%
Vitamin D  0%  
Vitamin B-6  5%
Vitamin B-12  0% 
Magnesium  1%

1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543

The holy 
alphabeT

Although things are not perfect
Because of trial or pain
Continue in thanksgiving
Do not begin to blame
Even when the times are hard
Fierce winds are bound to blow
God is forever able
Hold on to what you know
Imagine life without His love
Joy would cease to be
Keep thanking Him for all the 
things
Love imparts to thee
Move out of “Camp Complain-
ing”
No weapon that is known
On earth can yield the power
Praise can do alone
Quit looking at the future
Redeem the time at hand
Start every day with worship
To “thank” is a command
Until we see Him coming
Victorious in the sky
We’ll run the race with gratitude
Xtitleing God most high
Yes, there’ll be good times and 
yes some will be bad, but...
Zion waits in glory...where none 
are ever sad!

The shortest distance between 
a problem and a solution is the 
distance between your knees and 
the floor.

The one who kneels to the Lord 
can stand up to anything.

You think we could trust God to take 
care of just a few things. That we could 
hand something over to Him without 
trying to make it work ourselves first.

I’m not saying we should never do any-
thing. Of course God gives us the tools 
to make decisions and sometimes even 
guide others.

But when we work with our backs turned 
to God, trying to figure everything for 
ourselves and only turn to Him to fling 
our problems at His feet in final frustra-
tion when nothing we have done seems 
to be working - that isn’t faith. There’s no 
trust there.

That’s not to say God won’t extend His 
hand and pull us up - but at what price?

How long did it take us to get there? And 
how clearly are we listening at this point?

When we stubbornly continue to work 
our own plan, soliciting the advice of 
coworkers, friends, family - everyone but 
God - everything becomes muddled.

It’s hard to hear God’s voice amidst chaos.

But when you do hear that little voice tell-
ing something you should or shouldn’t 
do - even if it seems silly or insignificant 
- listen to it! The more you listen, the 
more you hear.

That still, small voice - you may call it 
your conscience - that’s God speaking to 
you. The Holy Spirit.
 Author Lori Jordan

5467 pRoMIses In The bIble.

Well, he dId say soMeThIng
“I can’t believe I ate the whole pineap-
ple!” Tom said dolefully.

“I dropped the toothpaste,” Tom said 
Crestfallen.

“That’s the last time I Pet a loin,” Tom 
said offhandedly.

“We don’t have a homerun hitter,” Tom 
said ruthlessly.

“I’ll dig another ditch around the castle,” 
Tom said remotely.

“I keep shocking myself,” Said Tom, re-
volted.

“I shouldn’t sleep on railroad tracks,” 
said Tom, beside himself.

“My steering wheel won’t turn,” Tom 
said straightforwardly.

“I’ve lost a lot of weight,” Tom expound-
ed.

“I keep banging my head on things,” 
Tom said bashfully.

“I’ll have to telegraph him again,” Tom 
said remorsefully.

“I can’t get down from the mountain !” 
Tom Alleged.

“Let’s play a C, E, and G,” said Tom’s 
band, in accord

“You call this a musical ?” ask Les mis-
erably.

“I must make the fire hotter !” Tom bel-
lowed.
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True success requires sacrifice. - Rick Riordan
People have only as m

uch liberty as they have the intelligence to w
ant and the courage to take. - em

m
a g

oldm
an

Poplar Bluff 
Police 

Department 
Employee 

Recognition

Deputy Chief Trout has been with the department 
since February 29th, 1989. He is a B.A.C. Type 3 
Instructor. He is also one of the department’s Fire-
arms Instructors. 

In 2003, Deputy Chief Trout received the Officer of 
the Year award. Deputy Chief Trout served as the 
Patrol Commander from January 2009 to Decem-
ber 2015. On December 8th, 2015 he was named 
Deputy Chief.

DEPUTY CHIEF 

DON TROUT

Employee Recognition
Chelsea Studdard

My name is Chelsea Studdard and 
I have been with Butler County 
ambulance for about 7 months 
now. Ever since I was little EMS 
has fascinated me. I really enjoy 
helping people and the ones in 
this community and I couldn’t have 
picked a better career choice, or 
company, to do so.

In my free time I enjoy spending 
time with my family and barrel rac-
ing. I hope to soon advance my 
career in the medical field and be-
coming a nurse.

Butler County
Sheriffs

Department
Employee 

Recognition

Brian Evans

Missouri Hwy
Patrol 

Employee 
Recognition

Lt. Michele L. Coon

I am a graduate of Perryville High 
School, and attended college at South-
east Missouri State University in Cape 
Girardeau. I was employed by the Uni-
versity Police Department for five years. 
In 1994, I received a Bachelors degree 
in Criminal Justice. I became a member 
of the Missouri State Highway Patrol on 
January 1, 1997.

After completing the academy, I was as-
signed to Troop F, Moniteau and Morgan 
Counties. I transferred to Troop C to be 

closer to home in 2000. I was promoted 
to Sergeant in Lincoln and Pike Coun-
ties in 2008. On January 1, 2018, I was 
promoted to Lieutenant in Troop E, Pop-
lar Bluff.

I have truly enjoyed serving the citizens 
of Missouri for the past twenty-six years. 
My husband, Michael and I look forward 
to relocating to Troop E and getting to 
know the community. We enjoy camping, 
hiking, riding motorcycles and playing 
with our two dogs.

 

loRI 
JoRdan

I would have to say I am doing really 
well at this kindness thing.
NOT.
I’ve asked God to help me be more 
kind with words and as a result I’ve be-
come ultra aware of what I am saying, 
texting, even thinking.
I’m wondering, hoping (praying, re-
ally) that I’m not really getting worse, 
that I’m just more cognizant of the ig-
norant things I’m saying.
And, WOW, I’m not just unkind. That’s 
way too ‘ kind ’ of a word for it.
Let’s call a spade a spade. How does 
judgemental sound?
Yup. That’s a pretty big ouch. Kinda 
overwhelming. This is turning out to 
be a bigger problem than I thought I 
had. Geez. I was under the misguided 
impression that I just needed to be a 
little kinder, maybe cut out a few cuss 
words. Now I am seeing what a jerk I 
can be - judging things people are do-
ing, or not, - like I know what is best 
for them.
Talk about taking the log out of your 
own eye before you look at the speck of 
dust in someone else’s.
So you would think since I’m getting 
smacked upside the head left and right 
with the ‘that’s not kind stick’ that I 
would be making progress daily. This 
should be a piece of cake, right?
But no. I don’t do the good thing, the 
right thing, the thing I want to do - the 
very thing I want to change. I keep on 
doing the thing I hate myself for doing. 
And I feel like I’m doing it more than 
ever before.  How discouraging.
Apparently this is nothing new.
“For I do not do the good I want to do, 
but the evil I do not want to do - this I 
keep on doing.” Romans 7:19
And this is where Satan begins to wreak 
havoc on my mind. Because I must be a 
truly evil person to acknowledge what 
I am doing, to want to change and yet 
keep on doing it!
Loser! Give up! You are worthless! Be-
yond help! No one cares! Even Jesus 
isn’t listening!
DON’T BELIEVE THE ENEMY’S 
LIES!!
If God can transform one the biggest 
persecutor of Christians into one of the 
greatest authors of the Bible, surely he 
can help me form a kinder attitude. I’m 
holding on to that mustard seed.

  After attending and graduating Poplar Bluff High 
School in 1994 I attended Three Rivers College for 
two years majoring in Criminal Justice. My Law En-
forcement career began in 1999 when I attended the 
Law Enforcement academy at Southeast Missouri 
State University.
  After completing the academy in April of 2000 I was 
put on as a Reserve Deputy with the Butler County 
Sheriff’s Department. In 2001 I was hired as a full time 
patrol officer for the city of Fisk while still perform-
ing duties for the Sheriff’s Department as a Reserve 
Deputy.
  In 2002 I was hired as a full time Road Deputy for 
the Sheriff’s Department where I served until being 
promoted to Corporal in Feb. of 2006. In Jan. of 2010 

I was then promoted to Sergeant where my duties 
included supervising one of the two shifts of Road 
Deputies.
  I have went through several different specialized 
trainings such as Law Enforcement Supervisor train-
ing , Missouri Department of Revenue Law Enforce-
ment training, dealing with Mentally Ill-Crisis Interven-
tion, Jail Security, Marijuana Eradication, Highway 
Drug Investigations, and Ethics and Professionalism.
  I’m currently serving as Sergeant where my duties 
include handling Sex Offender Registery, Concealed 
Carry Permit registration, P.A. reports, taking reports, 
and handling the front desk. I also oversee our Com-
munication’s Department.

President Trump signed into law a bill pro-
viding over $2 billion to open new Veter-
ans Affairs department medical facilities 
and fund care for veterans seeking medi-
cal care outside the government system.

“This bill will ensure that veterans contin-
ue to have the ability to see the doctor of 
their choice,” Trump said during a press 
conference at the bill’s signing. “You’re 
going to have immediate medical care 

for our veterans.”

The legislation, which passed the House 
unanimously, provides funding for veter-
ans who seek treatment from a private 
doctor.

It also allows the Veterans Affairs depart-
ment to lease 28 new facilities around the 
country, in an attempt to expand access to 
government-provided care.

HElP fOR OuR VETERanS
Feb. 2 Groundhog Day
Feb. 2 National Wear Red Day
Feb. 4 Super Bowl
Feb. 4 World Cancer Day
Feb. 7 National Signing day
Feb. 13 Mardi Gras
Feb. 13 Shrove Tues 
             (Pancake Day)

Feb. 13 World Radio Day
Feb. 14 Ash Wednesday
Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day
Feb. 16 Chinese New Year
Feb, 19 Presidents Day
Feb. 21 International Mother 
             Language Day

feBrUArY 2018



Look for joy in your life; it’s not always easy to find. - Charles Kuralt
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1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM

1. Aromatherapy-Essential oils 
with a “cooling” or anti-inflam-
matory effect can provide quick 
relief from a troublesome head-
ache. Put a couple of teaspoons 
of fractionated coconut oil into a 
little roll-on bottle, and then add 
a few drops each of both pepper-
mint and lavender essential oils. 
Give it a shake, and roll it on your 
forehead, temples and neck. Ahh, 
sweet relief ! :-)

2. Ginger Tea-Crush up an inch 
of ginger root and add it to boil-
ing water. This homemade tea re-
duces inflammation in about the 
same amount of time as it would 
take an aspirin to work. Ginger 
tea has been used for centuries 
in Asia to treat a number of ail-
ments.

3. Capsaicin Cream-The active 
ingredient in capsaicin cream 
is actually cayenne pepper! It 
works by temporarily blocking 
nerve pain signals. Apply a small 
amount to the inside of your nos-
tril that’s on the side of your head 
where you are experiencing pain.

4. Feverfew - Past studies suggest 
that feverfew, a supplement from 
the sunflower family, may be ef-
fective for treating migraines. It 
is thought to work by reducing 
inflammation, which takes pres-
sure off the nerves and can help 
prevent migraines.

5. Epsom Salt Bath-Frequent 
headaches and/or migraines are 
one of many symptoms of mag-
nesium deficiency. Many of your 
body’s vital functions depend on 
magnesium, but many people 
don’t get enough of it in their 
diet. An easy way to get more 
magnesium is by taking a relax-
ing epsom salt bath!

6. Hot & Cold-Compresses-Both 
heat and cold can provide head-
ache relief, oddly enough. Wrap 
an ice pack (or a bag of frozen 
veggies) in a thin towel and ap-
ply to your head. Or you can ap-
ply heat to the back of your neck 
with a hot shower, bath, or heat-
ing pad. Heat also helps to loosen 
up the muscles that tighten with 
tension headaches.

7. Avoiding Eyestrain-Staring at 
a computer screen for long peri-
ods of time is sure to leave your 
head aching. The most impor-
tant thing you can do to avoid 
eyestrain is to take frequent 
breaks. Get up at least once every 
15 minutes, and focus your eyes 
on something that is at least 20 
to 30 feet away. Another tip for 
avoiding eyestrain is to adjust the 
brightness and the contrast on 
your monitor to lower levels. You 
should also have your monitor at 
eye level, and keep it at least 18” 
away from your face.

8. Exercise-Exercise increases 
blood circulation which can 
help to relieve a headache. And 
if you’re exercising outside, the 
fresh air can also be beneficial! 
Exercise benefits and relaxes the 
whole body, so most sufferers of 
tension headaches experience 
marked relief with the addition 
of exercise.

9. Staying Hydrated-One of the 
most common causes of run-of-
the-mill headaches is dehydra-
tion. A lot of people don’t drink 
enough water, and a headache is 
one of the most obvious warning 
signs. Drinking at least 4-6 glass-
es of water every day will prevent 
a lot of headaches!

9 naTuRal ReMedIes FoR 
headaches ThaT WoRk

Housing Distinctions

Conventional
The eggs produced by chickens in 
conventional housing are usually the 
most budget-friendly. You can find 
them for about $1 per dozen at most 
grocery stores. Chickens in conven-
tional housing are kept in “battery” 
cages at all times, with 24/7 access 
to food and water. With these kinds 
of cages, farmers can keep more 
egg-producing chickens in a smaller 
space, and then sell those eggs for a 
low consumer-friendly price.

Cage-Free
Many stores and restaurants have 
recently turned to “cagefree” eggs. 
“Cage-free” eggs aren’t inherently 
different from conventional eggs, 
the chickens are just housed differ-
ently. In a cage-free facility, the hens 
are allowed to roam around instead 
of being kept in a small cage all the 
time.

It’s not clear whether cage-free facil-
ities are more humane than conven-
tional ones. Some egg producers 
will even argue that the birds have a 
better quality of life in cages, citing 
a smaller chance of the birds hurting 
themselves or each other.

Ethical aspects aside, cage-free 
chickens are still crowded in their 
laying houses. And because the 
farmers aren’t using space as ef-
ficiently, their costs are higher, and 
that premium gets passed onto the 
consumer.

Free-Range
Free-range eggs have much of the 
same requirements of cage-free 

eggs, with the added requirement 
that the chickens have “access to the 
outside.” The chickens have an out-
door area they have access to, but it 
is usually just a small patch of yard. 
Many chickens choose to simply stay 
inside, even when they have access 
to a “free-range” yard. Otherwise, 
the diet for free-range chickens is 
quite similar to cage-free birds, and 
most birds still only have 2 square 
feet of space to themselves.

Pastured or Pasture-Raised 
Eggs

Pastured eggs are one of the best 
options available in stores, but 
they’re also one of the most expen-
sive egg options. For the most part, 
these hens are kept in mobile coops 
at night to roost and lay eggs. But 
during the day, farmers release the 
chickens into pastures where they 
are can forage, take dust baths, 
soak up the sun, and just be chick-
ens. While the nutritional content of 
eggs is pretty much identical across 
all housing varieties, there is some 
evidence that eggs from pastured 
chickens are an exception. Some 
sources suggest that pastured eggs 
have more vitamins and less choles-
terol due to the chickens’ increased 
access to sunlight and a highly var-
ied diet.

Diet Distinctions
Organic

Farmers provide these hens with 
feed which is certified organic. If 
eating organic is important to you, 
organic-fed eggs could be a good 
option for you. But keep in mind 
that there are fewer certified organic 
feeds than standard feeds, so the 
chickens may end up with a more 

limited diet overall. And of course, 
organic eggs are definitely more ex-
pensive than conventional ones!

Omega-3
The hens that produce Omega-3 
eggs are fed a diet with plenty of 
Omegas, such as kelp, flax, and 
linseed. This makes for a more nutri-
tionally beneficial egg, offsetting fats 
in the eggs that are not as healthy.

Vegetarian-Fed
Some egg-laying hens are fed a 
vegetarian diet. But did you know 
that chickens aren’t actually herbi-
vores? They’re omnivores, just like 
us! (Fun fact: the modern chicken is 
the closest living relative to the great 
Tyrannosaurus Rex!)

Chickens love to eat insects, worms, 
even small mammals if given the 
chance. Vegetarian-fed eggs come 
from chickens that aren’t getting 
their usual sources of protein, and 
may even be protein-deficient.

In Conclusion
When it comes to buying eggs, there 
are a lot of buzzwords and designa-
tions that can make it a confusing 
choice! Hopefully the information 
above will help you make that de-
cision with confidence the next time 
you’re at the store. To find the very 
best quality eggs from happy hens, 
seek out local farmers and/or CSAs! 
If you call around enough, you’re 
sure to get in touch with someone 
who has a chicken coop, or knows 
someone who does. Because happy 
birds lay the most delicious eggs, in 
my opinion.

The mysTery of differenT kinds of 
eggs

BORN IN MISSOURI
I was raised in Missouri, where bare-
footing came out in March, we didn’t 
have fireflies, we had “lightning bugs” 
we didn’t have clay fish in the creek, 

we had “craw dads” in the “crick”
taters were mandatory, chicken was 

fried, biscuits came with gravy, Kool-
Aid was the house wine, and you 

never ever disrespected your elders 
because they would “whoop” you if 

you did

yep I was raised in Missouri.



Dream big and your problems become small. - Vishen Lakhiani
you w

ill never be com
pletely ready, start from

 w
herever you are. - C.J. h

ayden
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For more information call:
Interim Pastor Ricky Taylor 573-379-0265

MeN’S cONfereNce
First Southern Baptist Church,

Tallapoosa, MO

Saturday, Feb. 24, 2018 • 8am till Noon

Dinner will follow the conference.
Food Pantry donation of a can or box 

food is appreciated!

Speaker: Dr. Calvin Bryant

Music: Full Circle

Doors open at 7am for coffee, donuts, milk, juice, etc.

RESIDENTIAL  COMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR HEATING AND COOLING NEEDS!

WE SERVICE AND REPAIR ALL BRANDS!
573 785 9019

1. Make peace with your past 
so it won’t disturb your present.

2. What other people think of 
you is none of your business.

3. Time heals almost every-
thing Give it time.

4. No one is in charge of your 
happiness. Except you.

5. Don’t compare your life to 
others and don’t judge them. 
You have no idea what their 
journey is all about.

6. Stop thinking too much. It’s 
alright not to know the answers. 
They will come to you when you 
least expect it.

7. Smile. You don’t own all the 
problems in the world.

7 cArDiNAL rULeS fOr Life

On the first day, God Created 
the dog and said, “Sit all day 
by the door of your house And 
bark at anyone who comes in or 
walks past. For this, I’ll give you 
a life span of twenty years.” The 
dog said, “That’s a long time to 
be barking. How about only ten 
years and I’ll give you back the 
other ten?” And God saw it was 
good.

On the second day, God cre-
ated the monkey and said, 
“Entertain people, do tricks, 
and make them laugh. For this, 

I’ll give you a twenty-year Life 
span.” The monkey said, “Mon-
key tricks for twenty years? 
That’s a pretty long time to per-
form. How about I give you back 
ten years like the dog did?” And 
God, again saw it was good.

On the third day, God created 
the cow and said” You must go 
into the field with the farmer all 
day long and suffer under the 
sun, have valves that give milk 
to support the farmer’s family. 
For this, I will give you a life 
span of sixty years.” The cow 

said, “That’s kind of a tough 
life you want me to live for sixty 
years. How about twenty and 
I’ll give back the other forty 
years?” And God agreed it was 
good.
On the forth day, God created 
humans and said “Eat, sleep, 
play, marry and enjoy your life. 
For this, I’ll give you twenty 
years.” But the human said, 
“Only twenty years? Could you 
possibly give me my twenty, and 
the forty the cow gave back, the 
ten the monkey gave back, and 
the ten the dog gave back; that 

makes eighty, okay? “Okay,” 
said God, “You asked for it.”

So that is why for our first 
twenty years, we eat, sleep, 
play and enjoy ourselves. For 
the next forty years, we slave 
in the sun to support our fam-
ily. For the next ten years, we 
do monkey trick to entertain the 
grandchildren. And for the last 
ten years, we sit on the front 
porch and bark at everyone.

Life has now been explained to 
you.

Life eXPLAiNeD Gods Blessings and his answering of prayer 
comes only when people are Obedient

Is God first in your life? If he is, He must 
 affect every dimension of your life, not just

what you do in church



The clash of ideas is the sound of freedom. - Ladybird Johnson
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Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

FIxIng Foggy 
WIndshIelds

Cold months often mean con-
stantly being plagued with 
fogged up windshields and 
windows, a dangerous condi-
tion if you’re on the road. To 
quickly clear fog without leaving 
a smudgy mess behind, keep a 
chalkboard eraser in your car.
Alternatively, rolling down the 
window and letting some fresh 
air in will quickly defog win-
dows.

Fog-pRooFIng youR 
WIndshIeld

Put shaving cream on the inside 
of your windows and then wipe 
it off. Shaving cream has a lot of 
the same ingredients that com-
mercial defoggers have, and it 
leaves a layer on the window to 
keep the fog off.
Fill a stocking with kitty litter 
which absorbs water and keep 
that in your car overnight.
Before you turn your car off each 
night, open the windows and let 
cold air in. The moisture from 
you breathing in your car will be 
replaced with dryer air.
Don’t leave water bottles or 
other drinks in your car because 
the water becomes frost on the 
inside windows of your car.
Also, the AC is one of the best 
defoggers around. The compres-
sor takes the humidity out of the 
air.

socks In The glove box
Tons of people swear by this 
trick! During winter, keep a 
spare pair of socks in your car’s 
glove-box to put on OVER your 
shoes. This trick gives you better 
traction in case you have to push 
your car over ice, or you just 
need to walk in snow and ice for 
some reason.
Spare socks are cheap, compact, 
and always useful. Plus they’re 
convenient as a makeshift cloth 
in a pinch.

socks as WIndshIeld 
WIpeR coveRs

Those extra socks can also 
come in handy for your wiper 
blades. Use an extra pair to 
cover your windshield wipers 
at night to keep the snow off 
of them. Raise the wipers off of 
the windshield and cover them 
up for easier de-icing in the 
morning.

WIpeR blades FRozen 
To youR WIndshIeld

Soak a soft cloth with full-
strength rubbing alcohol and 
wipe each blade. The alcohol will 
keep the blades from sticking to 
the window so they’ll function 
properly even on the coldest day 
of the year.

Ice-scRapeR In a pInch
If you find yourself with frozen 
car windows but no ice scraper, 
you have a couple options – grab 
a spatula if you’re at a home, 
or use any plastic card in your 
wallet to get under the ice and 
scrape it away. Hopefully you’ll 
never forget your ice scraper 
again! :-)

MoTheR naTuRe’s WInd-
shIeld deFRosTeR

Whenever you can, make sure to 
park your car facing east.
Since the sun rises in the east, it 
will naturally defrost your wind-
shield in the morning so you 
won’t be stuck scraping ice in the 
freezing cold. With this trick you 
should be able to use your wind-
screen wipers to do the not-so-
heavy-lifting for you.

cheap and easy 
dIy de-IceR

If parking facing east isn’t pos-
sible (or the sun isn’t cooperat-
ing)…mix three parts vinegar 
with one part water and spray 
the mixture onto your wind-
shield to prevent ice from form-
ing.

de-Ice FRozen caR 
dooRs, locks, and 

handles
There are several clever ways to 
do this: Heat your car key with 
a match or lighter, then gently 
push the heated key into the lock 
to melt the ice as you apply pres-
sure. Just be careful as that key 
will be hot!
Another option is to take a regu-
lar drinking straw and blow di-
rectly onto the frozen lock. The 
heat from your breath should 
melt the ice in no time.
Rubbing your key or door han-
dle with a squirt of hand sanitiz-
er will have the same effect. The 
alcohol in the hand sanitizer will 
melt the ice and shortly allow 
you to unlock your car.

keep dooRs FRoM 
FReezIng

Sometimes putting WD-40 in 
the keyhole before the winter 
will keep any ice from forming 
in there in the first place.
Cooking spray in the cracks of 
your doors and on the rubber 
will prevent them from freezing 
shut at night. Water that melts 
during the day runs in between 
your doors and freezes, but 
cooking spray keeps the water 
from resting in the cracks in the 
first place.

FRosTy sIde MIRRoRs
To prevent ice from forming 
on side mirrors, cover them the 
night before with plastic bags 
secured with rubber bands or 
clothespins. When you remove 
the bags in the morning, the 
mirrors will be ice-free.

IncRease headlIghT 
vIsIbIlITy

With the harsh weather and 
road conditions, headlights are 
especially important during the 
winter. Cover each light with 
toothpaste and rinse off with 
warm water. This will drastically 
improve the clarity of your lights 
and is MUCH cheaper than the 
kits they sell at the store that 
provide the same service.

headlIghT pRoTecTIon
For added clarity, apply a layer 
of wax after you’ve removed the 
toothpaste. It will keep snow and 
water from sticking to them for 
weeks!

easy Ways To geT 
un-sTuck

Keep keep a couple twenty pound 
bags of kitty litter in your trunk 
on snowy days. They’ll put some 
weight on your back tires — 
which is great for traction if you 
have rear-wheel drive— and if you 
do get stuck you’ll have something 
to provide a little traction. Just 
spread some under the tires and 
under your feet. A small shovel is 
helpful as well.
Another great trick for getting 
your car out of a snowbank?
Your floor mats. Take out a floor 
mat and use that under the spin-
ning tire. Place your front floor 
mats under your tires to give you 
some traction when on an icy sur-
face. Just don’t forget to pick them 
back up after you get moving.

heLPfUL WiNTer cAr cAre TiPS



The only source of knowledge is experience. - Albert Einstein
you have to believe in yourself w

hen no one else does. - serena W
illiam
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HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
After more than 80 years folks still want to see and 
read about the big one that did not escape as I walked 
toward the house I could hear Dad chastising the 
swimmers because they weren’t holding  anything 
back. One of the boys finally said if you could see 
what we see you would cuss too. They  climbed back 
down the two trees used for diving boards and left. 
     
That was in the early part of the war and game and 
scarce. A neighbor, Lee Trout had a 44-40 rifle with 
two shells he loaned dad. Richard and I  let dad out 
on the trees and we went flyfishing. We had just 
passed the watering hole when the first shot rang out. 
We headed down river when we heard the  second 
shot. The fun had begun. The second shot had burst 
the floater and left a trail of bubbles to follow. And 
dad sent me to the house to get his gig. It was a three 
pronged with a trotline cord attached to the handle 
and when Dad hit the fish with the gig the handle 
snapped, leaving the gar  pulling the Light boat like 
it had a big motor.
     

The Inman brothers were fishing down river 
and came over to see what was going on and 
joined the  group. That’s when dad sent me to get Mr. 
Gulleys 5 point gig. Dad sunk the gig in the gar and 
was able to get the fish to the top of the water and 
the fish immediately went back down. I, in the mean-
time at Dan’s instructions brought back the shotgun 
and 13 shells when the fish rolled again it came to the 
top of the water dad shot it and all he did was knock 
some of the scales off of it. It  had no effect on the fish 
and this continued for 12 more shots. 
    
 The fish continued to move up and down the river 
pulling two boats now with the two gigs, they maneu-
vered the fish into a log jam. Dad pulled out the five 
point gig and poked around and until he  knew he had 
located the fish. He sunk the gig into the fish again 
and wrestled it to the top of the water  they couldn’t 
keep it there and it took off again up and down the 
river until it was tired. At that point a big crowd had 
gathered at the bank, Mostly they were kids. When 
dad got the gar to the bank he was popping his long 

jaws with large teeth. 
With that action go-
ing on, Columbus 
Clark of  the Poplar 
Bluff Police Force arrive and put a bullet between his 
eyes. Dad was very angry as he wanted to get the fish 
out alive, and voiced himself in such a matter. The 
fish on cotton scales weighed 135 pounds and 6 1/2 
ft long.
   
  Needless to say it was a long time before the neigh-
borhood kids used that swimming hole again in 
the Black River. The scales were as big as half dol-
lars and the meat from the monster fed the whole 
neighborhood, and they said it was a good. When we 
cleaned the fish it had a 20 pound buffalo fish inside 
of it. There were bigger gar seen by Herman Dun-
ning, Okie Patterson, and Willy Hill of Willy’s Cafe. 
But they disappeared. An estimated number of 1000 
came by to see the fish.
 Until next month Paul Woods
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 Paul Woods

1 deer liver, sliced thinly 2 lg. onions, sliced
1 c. flour, seasoned with salt and pepper Cooking oil

2 squirrels
Salt & pepper to taste
Flour

6 tbsp. vegetable oil
2 cups water

Cut squirrel into frying size pieces, salt and pepper then roll in 
flour until coated well. Put in skillet of hot oil and fry until golden. 
Remove squirrel and most the oil, then add water and bring to 
boil. Place squirrel back into the skillet, turn to low heat, cover and 
cook for approximately 1 hour

Use the coarsely ground meat and fat of 
one large rabbit (save the bones for soup 
stock)
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper a pinch of ginger

2 or more teaspoons sage (to taste)
1 teaspoon thyme
a pinch of garlic powder
a dash of cayenne pepper, or 2 or 3 
dashes of hot pepper sauce (optional)

Medium or large sausage casings
2 1/2 tsp salt
1/2 tsp sugar
1 tsp caraway seed

1/2 tsp ground sage
1 tsp ground allspice
1 tsp marjoram
1 tsp pepper

2 lbs ground venison
2 lbs ground pork butt
1 large onion, finely minced
2/3 cup milk

Combine the seasonings with the ground meat (everything together should 
total about 2 pounds), and regrind the mixture (this helps to get everything well 
blended). Refrigerate overnight. The next day, test the flavor by frying a small 
patty, and adjusting the seasoning if that seems necessary. Form 1-pound rolls 
of the meat, wrap them in freezer wrap, and place the ready-to-slice rolls in 
your freezer (the frozen sausage can be cut quite easily when you’re ready to 
use it).

Soak casings in water for at least two hours. Af-
ter soaking, rinse them by placing one end of the 
casing over the tap and allowing the water to run 
through. Mix together the salt, sugar, caraway seed, 
ground sage, ground allspice, marjoram and pep-
per in one bowl and set aside. Combine the ground 
pork, ground beef, onion and beer in a large bowl.
Mix by hand until all ingredients are thoroughly 
combined. Add the dry seasonings to the meat 

mixture slowly, making sure they are completely 
mixed in. Place one end of a casing over the stuff-
ing tube of the grinder and hold it there. Add meat 
to the grinder and turn it on. When the stuffing tube 
fills with air, turn off the grinder and squeeze the 
air out of the casing. Tie it off at the end. Push the 
meat steadily through the grinder, allowing it to fill 
the casing. When the casing is filled, tie it off and 
repeat the steps until all the meat is gone

Place liver in freezer for 1 hour to make it easier for slicing. Using a thin bladed 
knife cut slices thinly as possible. Place the seasoned flour on a large piece of 
waxed paper. Heat one thick cup cooking oil in a large frying pan over medium 
heat. Add the onions and fry for about five minutes.

Place onions to one edge of pan. Coat each piece of liver with seasoned flour 
and fry for about four minutes (two minutes to each side). Don’t over cook or 
liver will be touch. As each batch is cooked transfer it to pre-heated oven and 
keep warm. When all is cooked serve with onions on heated platter.

FRIED VENISON LIVER COUNTRY FRIED SQUIRREL

RABBIT SAUSAGE VENISON SAUSAGE



BIBLE QUIz ANSWERS

Good habits are the key to all success. - Og Mandino
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1. B 
2. C 
3. C 
4. C 
5. B 

6.   A 
7.   B 
8.   D 
9.   C 
10. C

Horseshoe Bend Forestiere Underground Gardens Fresno  The Seaglass Carousel Battery Park
Hanging Lake Colorado  Thors Well  Museum Of Death
Fly Geyser  The Wave Organ  Dripping Springs Texas
Museum Of Neon Art  Hall Of Mosses Forks Washington  Seattle Underground
New Orleans Historic Voodoo Museum  Marble Canyon Arizona  Ra Paulettes Hand Carved Caves
Philadelphias Magic Gardens  Five Beekman Street  Lost Sea Sweetwater
Magowans Infinite Mirror Maze  Eastern State Penintentiary  Fremont Warren Anatomical Museum
City Hall Station  Court Of Mysteries Santa Cruz  The Sloth Center
Salvation Mountain California  Mount Moriah Cemetary Pennsylvania  Ye Olde Curiosity Shop Seattle
The Witchs Castle Portland  Secret Tiled Staircase  Seward Street Slides
Cliftons Cafeteria La  Albion Castle  Winchester Mystery House
Fremont Troll Seattle  Centralia Pennsylvania  The Secret Sidewalk
Antelope Canyon  Griffith Observatorys Tesla Coil  Dream House
Multnomah Falls  Horsetail Falls Fire Fall  Museum Of The Weird Austin
Evolution Nature Store  Oz Park Chicago  Neon Boneyard
Fireflies Of The Great Smokey Mountains  Bradbury Building  Ghostbusters Firehouse
Track Sixty One New York City  Portlands Shanghai Tunnels  Paint Mines Interpretive Park
Watts Tower La  Devils Postpile National Monument  Mutter Museum

Oh the Place You Can Go!
Neat places all over the US you can visit

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Most people
would learn from
their mistakes

if they weren’t so busy
denying them

723 HWY 53 (across from Cash Saver)
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
PH.# 573-785-EASY

573-785-3279

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!

For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We Offer:
Payday Loans

We have the money you need NOW 
 in less than 30 minutes.



Ideas can come from anywhere and at any time. - Rolf Smith
if you w

ant to increase your success rate, double your failure rate. Th
om

as John W
atson sr.
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(573) 116-81161912 N WESTWOOD

The Greatest Showman
For some it is certainly difficult to 
imagine Hugh Jackman as any 
character other than Wolverine 
from the X-Men series. However, 
viewers ears will be captivated 
after listening Jackman with the 
help of Zac Efron sing the story 
of P.T. Barnum in this family-
friendly historical period musical.

While succeeding at stirring 
emotions with an astounding 
soundtrack and musical compo-

sition, The Greatest Showman 
also succeeds at telling the rags 
to riches tale of P.T. Barnum. 
Along with a positive message, 
the film will be an encourage-
ment for all to have faith and 
work hard!

Gather the family and enjoy this 
cinematic musical masterpiece!

 Reviewed by Jacob Bond

Dear Lord, I thank You for this day.
I thank You for my being able to see 
and to hear this morning.
I’m blessed because You are a for-
giving God and an understanding 
God. You have done so much for 
me and You keep on blessing me. 
Forgive me this day for everything I 
have done, said or thought that was 
not pleasing to you.
I ask now for Your forgiveness.

Please keep me safe from all danger 
and harm.
Help me to start this day with a new 
attitude and plenty of gratitude. Let 
me make the best of each and every 
day to clear my mind so that I can 
hear from You.

Please broaden my mind that I can 
accept all things.

Let me not whine and whimper 
over things I have no control over.
Let me continue to see sin through 
God’s eyes and acknowledge it as 
evil. And when I sin, let me repent, 
and confess with my mouth my 
wrongdoing, and receive the for-
giveness of God.

And when this world closes in on 
me, let me remember Jesus’ example 
- - to slip away and find a quiet 
place to pray.
It’s the best response when I’m 
pushed beyond my limits. I know 
that when I can’t pray, You listen to 

my heart. Continue to use me to do 
Your will.

Continue to bless me that I may be 
a blessing to others. Keep me strong 
that I may help the weak.
Keep me uplifted that I may have 
words of encouragement for others. 
I pray for those who are lost and 
can’t find their way.
I pray for those who are misjudged 
and misunderstood. I pray for those 
who don’t know You intimately. I 
pray for those who don’t believe. 
But I thank you that I believe.

I believe that God changes people 
and God changes things. I pray for 
all my sisters and brothers.
For each and every family member 
in their households.
I pray for peace, love and joy in 
their homes that they are out of 
debt and all their needs are met.

I pray that every eye that reads 
this knows there is no problem, 
circumstance, or situation greater 
than God.
Every battle is in Your hands for 
You to fight.
I pray that these words be received 
into the hearts of every eye that 
sees them and every mouth that 
confesses them willingly. This is my 
prayer. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Lord I love you and I need you, 
without you I am weak at best.

I pRay Today Hello AmericA !!!
You went to soft on discipline. 
You raised the cost of living so 
high that both parents are al-
ways at work rather than spend-
ing time with their children. You 
took God out of schools. Parents 
were told ‘No you can’t discipline 
your kids’. Kids had rights blah, 
blah, blah. Well America !! you 
shall reap what you sow we have 
lost generations of offspring that 
have turned into selfish, disre-
spectful brats who have no re-
spect for people, properly or au-
thority ! Things need to change !!

WhIspeR Jesus
Today I got a burden

And felt that I should pray,
For God’s spirit seemed to tell me
That you were having a bad day.

I don’t just know what that problem 
is,

But I sure do know the cure,
And if you will only let Him,

God will keep you safe and secure.
In life there’s always problems,
Cropping up to spoil our day,
But my friend, you know the 

answer,

All you have to do, is PRAY.
If you still feel defeated,

And you want to run and hide,
Just reach out and I’ll be there,

Standing right there by your side.
So remember ~~ WHISPER JESUS,

For He is just a prayer away,
He’s so close that you can touch 

Him,

All you have to do is PRAY.

 Author known only to God

lesson oF TIMe ( kaRMa )
When a bird is alive.. it eats ants.

When the bird is dead.. ants eat the bird.
Time & circumstances can change at any 

time.

Don’t devalue or hurt anyone in life.
You may be powerful today. But remember.

Time is more powerful than you !

One tree makes a million matchsticks...
Only one matchstick needed to burn a 

million trees...
So be good and do good.

karma
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DivOrce cAre DivOrce 
recOverY SeMiNAr

DivorceCare divorce recovery seminar and support 
group meets weekly in Poplar Bluff at Fellowship 

General Baptist Church beginning 
Wednesday, February 7th through 

May 2nd at 6:15 pm.

DivorceCare features nationally recognized experts 
on divorce and recovery topics such as 

“Facing My Anger, “Facing My Loneliness”, and 
“New Relationships”, just to name a few.

The classes are designed for anyone who has 
experienced divorce or is separated or going 

through a divorce. 

Classes are held at 3581 North Westwood Blvd, 
Poplar Bluff, MO., and you may register by calling 

573-785-6981.
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Assistance and Food Pantry
Open Mon-Fri 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Hours of Operation
9:30 am to 4:00 pm

$25 Off
tax preparation
for new H&R Block clients

Bring in this coupon and get a discount on your tax 
preparation service when you visit H&R Block    M9332

h&r BLOcK®

912 Hwy 53
Poplar Bluff, MO

573-785-4930

1449 N Westwood Blvd
Poplar Bluff, MO

573-785-1690

244 E. Hwy St.
Doniphan, MO
573-996-2215

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 6:00pm • SATURDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

Is there a magic cutoff period when 
offspring become accountable for 
their own actions? Is there a won-
derful moment when parents can 
become detached spectators in the 
lives of their children and shrug, “It’s 
their life,” and feel nothing?

When I was in my twenties, I stood 
in a hospital corridor waiting for 
doctors to put a few stitches in my 
son’s head. I asked, “When do you 
stop worrying?” The nurse said, 
“When they get out of the accident 
stage.” My mother just smiled faintly 
and said nothing.

When I was in my thirties, I sat on a 
little chair in a classroom and heard 
how one of my children talked in-
cessantly, disrupted the class, and 
was headed for a career making li-
cense plates. As if to read my mind, 
a teacher said, “Don’t worry, they all 
go through this stage and then you 
can sit back, relax and enjoy them.” 
My mother just smiled faintly and 
said nothing.

When I was in my forties, I spent 
a lifetime waiting for the phone to 

ring, the cars to come home, the 
front door to open. A friend said, 
“They’re trying to find themselves. 
Don’t worry, in a few years, you can 
stop worrying. They’ll be adults.” My 
mother just smiled faintly and said 
nothing.

By the time I was 50, I was sick & 
tired of being vulnerable. I was still 
worrying over my children, but 
there was a new wrinkle–there was 
nothing I could do about it. My 
mother just smiled faintly and said 
nothing. I continued to anguish 
over their failures, be tormented by 
their frustrations and absorbed in 
their disappointments. My friends 
said that when my kids got married 
I could stop worrying and lead my 
own life. I wanted to believe that, but 
I was haunted by my mother’s wan 
smile and her occasional,“You look 
pale, are you alright? Call me the 
minute you get home. Are you de-
pressed about something?”

Can it be that parents are sentenced 
to a lifetime of worry? Is concern 
for one another handed down like 
a torch to blaze the trail of human 

frailties and the fears of the un-
known? Is concern a curse or is it a 
virtue that elevates us to the highest 
form of life?

One of my children became quite 
irritable recently, saying to me, 
“Where were you? I’ve been calling 
for 3 days and no one answered. I 
was worried.” The torch has been 
passed.
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