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Hi, I’m Keith Woolard. 
I was born and raised 
here in Poplar Bluff 
and graduated from 
Poplar Bluff High 
School. 

I have been working 
in the towing indus-
try for sixteen years. 
In 2005 I was able to 
open Woolards Two 
Brothers Towing. We 
offer twenty four hour 
towing, roadside ser-
vice, vehicle unlock 
service and accident 
recovery. We tow cars, 
motorcycles, tractor-
trailers, farm machin-
ery and storage build-
ings, occasionally air-

planes and boats. 

We respond to emer-
gency calls for the 
Poplar Bluff police 
department, the 
Butler County sher-
iffs department and 
the Missouri Highway 
Patrol. 

In this line of work 
you must be ready 
at a moments notice 
everyday there is 
something different 
to do. 

I would like to thank 
GOD for always being 
there. With him all 
things are possible.

Jesus’ Resurrection: Fact or Fiction?
Paul, a first-century 
skeptic-turned believer, 
wrote that “Christ died 
for our sins...he was 
buried...he was raised 
on the day he appeared 
to Peter, and then to 
the Twelve (Disciples). 
After that, he appeared 
to more than five hun-
dred...at the same time, 
Consider four pieces of 
evidence:

1. The explosive growth 
of the Christian move-
ment. Within a few 
weeks after Jesus was 
crucified, a move-
ment arose which, by 
the later admission of 
its enemies, “upset the 
world.” What happened 
to ignite this movement 
shortly after its leader 
had been executed?

2. The Disciples’ 
changed lives. After 
Jesus’ arrest and cru-
cifixion, most of the 
Disciples fled in fear. 
Peter denied three 
times that he was 
a follower of Jesus. 
(The women were 
braver and stayed to 
the end.) Yet ten out 
of the eleven Disciples 
(Judas committed sui-
cide) were martyred for 
their faith. According 
to traditions, Peter 
was crucified upside 
down Thomas was 

skewered; John 
was boiled in oil 
but survived. What 
turned these cow-
ards into heroes? 
Each believed he 
had seen Jesus alive 
again.

3. The empty tomb. 
Jesus’ corpse was 
removed from the 
cross, wrapped 
like a mummy 
and placed in a 
solid-rock tomb. A 
one-and-a-half to 
two-ton stone was 
rolled into a slightly 
depressed groove 
to seal the tomb’s 
entrance.

A “Green Beret”-
like unit of Roman 
soldiers guarded 
the grave. Sunday 
morning, the stone 
was found rolled 
away, the body was 
gone but the grave-
clothes were still in 
place. What hap-
pened?

Did Christ’s friends 
steal the body? 
Perhaps one of the 
women sweet-talked 
(karate-chopped?) the 
guards while the oth-
ers moved the stone 
and tiptoed off with the 
body. Or maybe Peter 
(remember his bravery) 

or Thomas (Doubting 
Thomas) overpowered 
the guards, stole the 
body, then fabricated-
-and died for--a resur-
rection myth.

These theories hardly 
seem plausible. The 
guard was too power-

ful, the stone too 
heavy and the disci-
ples too spineless to 
attempt such a feat.

Did Christ’s ene-
mies steal the body? 
If Romans or Jewish 
religious leaders 
had the body, surely 
they would have 
exposed it publicly 
and Christianity 
would have died 
out. They didn’t, 
and it didn’t.

The “Swoon 
Theory” supposes 
that Jesus didn’t 
really die but was 
only unconscious. 
The expert Roman 
executioners mere-
ly thought he was 
dead. After a few 
days in the tomb 
without food or 
medicine, the cool 
air revived him.

He burst from 
the 100 pounds of 
graveclothes, rolled 
away the stone with 
his nail-pierced 

hands, scared the day-
lights out of the Roman 
soldiers, walked miles 
on wounded feet and 
convinced his Disciples 
he’d been raised from 
the dead. This one is 
harder to believe than 
the resurrection itself.

4. The appearances of 
the risen Christ. For 
40 days after his death, 
many different people 
said they saw Jesus 
alive.

Witnesses included a 
woman, a shrewd tax 
collector, several fish-
ermen and over 500 
people at once. These 
claims provide further 
eyewitness testimony 
for the resurrection.

As a skeptic, I realized 
that attempts to explain 
away the evidences run 
into a brick wall of facts 
that point to one con-
clusion: Christ is risen.

Would you like to have 
a personal relationship 
with God through Jesus 
Christ? You can start 
by saying this simple 
prayer: Lord Jesus, I 
need You. Thank You 
for dying on the cross 
for my sins. I open 
the door of my life 
and receive You as my 
Savior and Lord. Thank 
You for forgiving my 
sins and giving me eter-
nal life. Take control of 
the throne of my life.

Make me the kind of 
person You want me to 
be. AMEN
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Kitchen corner

809 West Pine
Poplar Bluff, Mo.

One-stop Shopping for Nurses
Across from Catholic Church

Scrubs in sizes XS-5X
Special Order Cherokee & Dickies

Stethoscopes, Covers & Cases, Blood Pressure Cuffs
T-Shirts, Shoes, Socks, Jewelry, Cancer Awareness Tops & Sets

(573) 686-7267
Email: qualityuniforms1@aol.com Owner: Terry Smith

SNOWY MASHED POTATOES
A tasty, different approach to mashed potatoes...
can be prepared the day before and refrigerated.

 8 to 10 russet potatoes, peeled and quartered
 1 8-oz pkg cream cheese, softened
 1 cup dairy sour cream
 ½ cup minced scallions, including some of the greens
 ½ cup minced celery
 ¼ cup minced green pepper
 1 tablespoon minced fresh parsley
 ¼ cup butter or margarine, melted
 ¼ teaspoon salt or to taste
 Freshly ground pepper to taste
 ½ teaspoon paprika
 2 tablespoons butter or margarine

Cook potatoes in boiling salted water until tender.
 Drain and return pan to low heat, shaking to 
dry potatoes. In large bowl of electric mixer, 
cream together cheese and sour cream. Add 
hot potatoes one at a time to cream mixture 
and continue beating at high speed until light 
and fluffy. On low speed add minced scallions,
celery, green pepper, parsley, ¼ cup melted 
butter or margarine, garlic powder, salt and 
pepper. Spoon into a 2½-3 quart baking 
dish. Sprinkle with paprika and dot with 2 
 tablespoons butter or margarine. Bake in a 
    preheated 375° oven for 25 minutes or 
      until heated through and the top 
       is golden.

Better a broken promise than none at all. ~ Mark Twain

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

AttitUDe
Ted Engstrom writes: 

Cripple him, and you have 
a Sir Walter Scott. 

Lock him in a prison cell, 
and you have a John 

Bunyan. 

Bury him in the snows of 
Valley Forge, and you have 

a George Washington. 

Raise him in poverty and you 
have an Abraham Lincoln. 

Strike him down with infantile 
paralysis, and he becomes 

Franklin Roosevelt. 

Burn him so severely that 
the doctors say he’ll never 
walk again, and you have a 
Glenn Cunningham - who 
set the world’s one mile 

record in 1934. 

Deafen him and you have a 
Ludwig van Beethoven. 

Have him or her born black 
in a society filled with racial 
discrimination, and you have 
a Booker T. Washington, a 
Marian Anderson, and a 

George Washington Carver. 

Call him a slow learner, 
“retarded,” and write him 

off as uneducable, and you 
have an Albert Einstein.

It has been said: “Life is 
about 20% in what hap pens 
to us and 80% in the way we 

respond to the events.”

A DEA officer stopped at our 
farm yesterday “I need to 
inspect your farm for illegal 
growing drugs.”

I said “Okay, but don’t go in 
that field over there.....”,

The DEA officer verbally  
exploded saying, “Mister, 
I have the authority of the 
Federal Government with 
me!” Reaching into his rear pants pocket, the arrogant officer 
removed his badge and shoved it in my face. “See this here 
badge! This badge means I am allowed to go wherever I 
wish.... On any land!! No questions asked or answers given!! 
Have I made myself clear?.... do you understand!!”

I nodded politely, apologized, and went about my chores. A 
short time later, I heard loud screams, looked up,and saw the 
DEA officer running for his life, being chased by my big old 
mean bull...... With every step the bull was gaining ground 
on the officer, and it seemed likely that he’d sure enough get 

gored before he reached 
safety. The officer was 
clearly terrified.

I threw down my tools,ran to 
the fence and yelled at the 
top of my lungs.....

“Your badge, show him your  
Government BADGE!!”



Across:
  2. You use your 
Easter _______ to 
collect the eggs.
  4. April____ bring 
May flowers.
  6. Fourth month of 
the year.
  7. There will be lots 
of ______ for the 
flowers in April
  9. You get_____ 
Easter bunnies in 
your basket.
11. This guy leaves 
behind Easter eggs. 
(2 words)
12. What you do to 
color the eggs.

Down:
   1. First day of April. 
(3 words)
  3. The daisy and 

the ____are April’s 
flowers.
  5. April begins what 
season?
  8. Month after April

10. Easter is about 
the resurrection of 
____.
11. You hunt for eggs 
on this holiday.
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The sole purpose of a child’s m
iddle nam

e is so he can tell w
hen he is really in trouble. 

kids page
Water, taken in moderation, cannot hurt anybody. ~ Mark Twain

Answers on page 11
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APRIL

CANDY

DAFFODIL

GAG

HUNTING

JOKE

MELT

PUDDLES

RAINCOAT

SHOWERS

SPRING 
CLEANING

TADPOLE

TULIP

WINDY

APRIL FOOL’S DAY

CHICK

EASTER

GALOSHES

HYACINTH

LAMB

NEST

PRANK

RESSURRECTION

SLICKER

SPROUT

THAW

UMBRELLA

WORM

BASKET

CHOCOLATE

EGGS

GULLIBLE

JESTER

MARCH

PRACTICAL 
JOKE

RAIN

ROBIN

SPRING

SUNSHINE

RABBIT

RAINBOW SEASON

SPRING BREAK

SWEETPEA

TRICK

WEATHER

WARM

BUNNY 

COLORS

FLOWERS

HOAX

JESUS

MAY

TOYS

Q: How can you tell 
the ocean is friendly? 
A: It waves.

Q: What kind of hair 
do oceans have? 
A: Wavy!

Q: What did Mars say 
to Saturn? 
A: Give me a ring 
sometime.

Q: What did the big 
flower say to the 
small flower? 
A: What’s up Bud.

Q: Where does sea-
weed go to look for 
a job? 
A: The kelp wanted 
section.

Q: When is the moon 
the heaviest? 
A: When it’s full!

Q: What type of 
songs do the planets 
sing? 
A: Nep-tunes!

Q: What kind of 
flower grows on your 
face? A: Tulips!

Q: What washes up 
on very small beach-
es? A: Microwaves!

Q: What do you call 
an attractive volca-
no? A: Lava-ble!

Q: What did the big 
flower say to the little 
flower? 
A: Hey, bud!



4

Across:
  5. During April you will see 
more_____. (2 words.)
  7. Jesus was designated the 
____of God by his resurrection.
10. Spring is a symbol of _____
12. April 22 is ______Day
17. Vernal is Latin for ______
18. Last for 40 days, the Christian 
season of preparation before 
Easter.
19. Spring begins on___21st or 
22nd.
20. ___________ first proposed 
Daylight Saving Time in 1784 (2 
words).
23. Lent is a time when many 
Christians prepare for Easter by 
observing a period of fasting, ___, 
moderation and spiritual discipline.
24. _____marks the first day, or the 
start of the season of Lent, which 
begins 40 days prior to Easter (2 
words)
26. ____begins at sundown and 
lasts 8 days.
27. Flooding is common in and 
near mountainous area because of 
melting of ____.
28. Equinox is Latin for equal____.
29. Jesus appeared to the apostles 
for _____ (2 words)

Down:
  1. The daisy and the ____are 
April’s flowers
  2. Easter is about the resurrection 
of ____.
  3. The days get longer and ____.
  4. The Thursday before Easter, 
observed as a commemoration of 

the Last Supper. (2 words)
  6. The IRS loves this day. (2 
words)
  8. Three women: _____, Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome, 
came to anoint Jesus’s body (2 
words)
  9. Peter denied Jesus ___times.
11. ______ season also begins in 
late spring.
13. The Friday before Easter 
Sunday (2 words)

14. During Spring, the Earth’s ____
start to tilt towards the sun.
15. Animals such as bears who 
____start to wake up and become 
active.
16. The first day of spring is called 
the___________. (2 words)
21. The first spring flowers are typi-
cally ____, dandelions, lilies, tulips, 
iris and lilacs to name a few.
22. The _________crucified Jesus.
25. Jesus died for our ____.

Solution on page 11

CANE CREEK COMMUNITY CLUB THE AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB
The Agee Community 
Club held their March 
meeting at the Bread 
Company on Thursday 
the 19th. 

Cathy Womack who is 
the club president was 
this month’s hostess and 
opened the meeting with 
the ladies repeating the 
club motto, “When the 
heart is full of love the 
world is full of beauty”. 

Invocation was given by 
Nickey Orton. Nadine 
Johnson read the devo-
tional from Colossians 
3:1-10. Roll call was 
answered with, “What did 
you do on St. Patrick’s 
Day?” 

Jeanie Figgins gave the 
secretary and treasurers 
report. There was no new 
or old business. 

Womack gave Figgins 
some daffodils and slice 
of strawberry cheese-
cake for her birthday.  
Johnson gave a lesson 
from Woman’s Day mag-

azine on, “Clever Uses of 
Mayo”, author unknown. 
Figgins read a poem writ-
ten by Orel Smith, who 
is our honorary club 
member who retired. 
The poems title is, “My 
Teapots”. 

Womack read an article 
from the Black River 
Times titled, “Daylight 
Saving Time Begins”, 
author unknown. Figgins 
read two articles from 
the Black River Times; 
“Florida Court Sets 
Atheist Holy Day”, and 
“How Much does a Prayer 
Weight?” authors of both 
articles are unknown. 

Door prize was St. 
Patrick’s Day cookies, 
winner was Orton. 

Hostess for April will be 
Johnson. The ladies dis-
missed by repeating the 
club collect, “Be Still and 
Know that I am God” 
Psalms 46:10. 

Jeanie Figgins 
Reporter 785-1182  

On March 11th  
the Cane Creek 
Community Club met 
at the Twin Towers 
with Jean Hawkins as 
hostess. Five members 
were present. 

Our guest speaker was 
Sandra Mick from 
“Recycling Grace” 
Women’s Center. She 
gave an interesting 
account of the work 
and purpose of the cen-
ter.

After our Pledge of 
Allegiance to our 
flag, we answered roll 
call with our favorite 
spring flower  and why 
it is our favorite. The 
thought for the day 
was “In seeking hap-
piness for others, you 
will find it in yourself.” 
Author Unknown.  

Jean’s devotional was 
on “Anger.” How we 
say and do things when 
we are angry that are 
hurtful and we would 

not do this otherwise. 

Nancy Wujick, 
President conducted 
our business session. 
Marie gave the sec-
retary’s report and 
Wilma gave the trea-
surer’s report ($30.85). 
Both approved as 
given. 

Glenda’s game was 
honoring St. Patrick’s 
Day as all the answers 
has “Pat” in them.We 
closed reading our club 
collect. Glenda gave 
the closing prayer.

After we adjourned 
Wilma displayed a 
Friendship quilt top 
she finished that was 
started in 1962. After 
lunch in the dining 
room, we toured the 
Recycling Grace facil-
ity.

April’s meeting will be 
at Irma Epps Home, 
Roll call will be your 
favorite quilt pattern.

1626 S. 11th Street 
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!
We have the money you need NOW 
       in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We offer:
Payday Loans
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Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been. ~ Mark Twain

M-F: 8:30 - 5:30
Sat: 9 - 12

Drive Up Window!

Compliments of
Gary Simmons, R. PH.

Whitney Chronister, Pharm. D.
Jim Dille, R. PH.

909 W. Pine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901(573) 785-0984

HOW TO WASH A cAT
1.Put both lids of the toilet up 
and add 1/8 cup of pet shampoo 
to the water in the bowl.

2.Pick up the cat and soothe him 
while you carry him towards the 
bathroom.

3. In one smooth movement put 
the cat in the toilet and close the 
lid. You may need to stand on 
the lid.

4.At this point the cat will self 
agitate and make ample suds. 
Never mind the noises that come 
from the toilet, the cat is actually 
enjoying this!

5. Flush the toliet three or four 

times. This provides a ‘Power-
Wash’ and ‘Rinse’.

6. Have someone open the front 
door or your home. Be sure that 
there are no people between the 
bathroom and the front door.

7. Stand well back, behind the 
toilet as far as you can, and 
quickly lift the lid.

8. The cat will rocket out of the 
toilet, streak through the bath-
room, and run outside where he 
will dry himself off.

9. Both the toilet and the cat will 
be sparkling clean.

 Yours Sincerely, The Dog
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The fear of the LORD is the beginning of Wisdom
 Proverbs 9: 10 KJV

The secret of getting ahead is getting started. ~ Mark Twain

I SAW JESuS lAST WEEk.

He was wearing blue jeans and an old shirt. 
He was up at the church building;
He was alone and working hard.
For just a minute, He looked a 

little like one of our church members. 
But it was Jesus, I could tell by His smile.

I saw Jesus last Sunday.
He was teaching a Bible class.

He didn’t talk real loud or use long words, 
But you could tell He believed what He said.

For just a minute, He looked like 
my Sunday school teacher. 

But it was Jesus, I could tell by His loving voice.

I saw Jesus yesterday.
He was at the nursing home,

Visiting a friend who was old and forgetful. 
They prayed together quietly.

For just a minute, He looked like my pastor.
But it was Jesus, I could tell by the tears in His eyes.

I saw Jesus this morning. He was in my kitchen,
Serving me breakfast and coffee.

For just a minute, He looked like my husband.
But it was Jesus, I could feel the love from His heart.

I see Jesus everywhere, Taking food to the sick, 
Welcoming others to His home, 
Being friendly to a newcomer.

And for just a minute, I think He is someone I know. 
But it’s always Jesus, I can tell by the way He serves.

May someone see Jesus in you today.

tWin SPrinGS BAPtiSt chUrch
1459 “M” hwy Poplar Bluff

Sunday - Sunday School -10:00 am
Morning Worship - 11:00 am Evening Worship - 5:00 pm

Wednesday Services - 7:00 pm

April 4th Easter Egg Hunt @10:00 am 
April 5th Sunrise Service @ 6:00 am 

Breakfast will follow.

Revival
April 24th at 7pm  •  April 25th at 7pm

and Sunday April 26th at regular church service, 11am and 5pm

A PREAcHER’S 
SIlENT PRAYER

A preacher who was popular with his congregation 
explained his success as the result of a silent prayer that 
he offered each time he took the pulpit. It ran thus:

“Lord, fill my mouth with worthwhile stuff, 
and nudge me when I’ve said enough.”

WHOM DO YOu 
WORSHIP?

The story goes that one Sunday 
Henry Ward Beecher had to be 
absent from Plymouth church, 
and his brother preached for 
him. The church auditorium 
was crowded, but when it was 
evident that the eloquent Henry 
Ward Beecher was not going to 
appear, many stared to leave the 
church.

The brother of the great man 
was not disturbed. Calling for 
silence, he said, “All who came 
this morning to worship Henry 
Ward Beecher may leave now. 
The rest will remain to worship 
God.” No one left after that.

Jesus words from the CROSS

 1. Father, Forgive Them (Luke 23:34)
 2. This Day You Will Be with Me in Paradise
  (Luke 23:43)
 3. Woman, Behold Your Son (John 19:26-27)
 4. My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?
  (Mark 15:34)
 5. I Thirst (John 19:28)
 6. It Is Finished (John 19:30)
 7. Father, Into Your Hands I Commit My Spirit
  (Luke 23:46)

The Bible tells 
us that Jesus 
Christ came to 
do three things. 
He came to for-
give your past, 
give you a pur-
pose for living, 
and a home in 
heaven. ~ Rick 
Warren 

When Christ 
hung, and bled, 
and died on the 
cross, it was 
God saying to 
the world, “I 
Love You ~ 
Billy Graham 

Earth’s saddest 
day and glad-
dest day were 
only three days 
apart! ~ Susan 
Coolidg

“He was 
wounded for 
our transgres-
sions; He was 
crushed for 
our iniquities; 
on Him was 
chastisement 
that brought us 
peace, and by 

His stripes we 
are healed.” ~ 
Isaiah 53:5

Here is the 
amazing thing 
about Easter; 
the Resurrection 
Sunday for 
Christians is 
this, that Christ 
in the dying 
moments on 
the cross gives 
us the great-
est illustration 
of forgiveness 
possible. ~ T.D. 
Jakes 

Let every man 
and woman 
count himself 
immortal. Let 
him catch the 
revelation of 
Jesus in His 
resurrection. 
Let him say not 
merely, “Christ 
is risen,” but 
“I shall rise.” ~ 
Phillips Brooks

I believe in one 
God, the first 
and great cause 
of goodness. I 

also believe in 
Jesus Christ, 
the rebirth of 
the world. I also 
believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the 
comforter. ~ 
Daniel Morgan 

The first thing 
that stuck in the 
minds of the 
disciples was 
not the empty 
tomb, but rather 
the empty grave 
clothes- undis-
turbed in form 
and position. ~ 
John McDowell 

Love always 
involves respon-
sibility, and 
love always 
involves sacri-
fice. And we do 
not really love 
Christ unless 
we are prepared 
to face His task 
and take up His 
cross. ~ William 
Barclay

God had 
brought me 
to my knees 

and made me 
acknowledge 
my own noth-
ingness, out of 
that knowledge 
I had been 
reborn. I was no 
longer the cen-
ter of my life 
and therefore I 
could see God 
in everything. ~ 
Bede Giffiths

Easter says you 
can put truth 
in a grave, 
but it won’t 
stay there. ~ 
Clarence W. Hal 

We live and 
die; Christ 
died and lived!                                                                                                             
John Stott

For God so 
loved the world, 
that He gave 
His only son, 
that whoever 
believes in Him 
should not per-
ish but have 
eternal life. ~ 
John 3:16

HEAVEN’S VERY 
SPECIAL CHILD

A meeting was held quite far 
from earth. 

“It’s time again for another birth,”
Said the Angels to the LORD above. 

This special child will need 
much love.

His progress may seem very slow
Accomplishments he may not show

And he’ll require extra care
From the folks he meets way 

down there.

He may not run or laugh or play
His thoughts may seem quite far away

In many ways he won’t adapt.
And he’ll be known as handicapped.

So let’s be careful where he’s sent 
We want his life to be content 

Please, LORD, find the parents 
who will do a special job for you.

They will not realize right away
The leading role they’re asked to play 

But with this child sent from above 
Comes stronger faith and richer love.

And soon they’ll know 
the privilege given

In caring for this gift from Heaven
Their precious charge, 

so meek and mild
Is Heaven’s very special child.

AUTHOR UNKNOWN

BiBLe QUiZ

  1. Is fasting needful?
 1 Samuel 14, Acts 13, Daniel 1:8

  2.  Will there be degrees of rewards in heaven? 
 Matt.16:27 11 John 8 1 Cor. 3:8 3:11-15 15:41-42

  3. Should a person be baptized twice?
 l John 1:9 Romans 6:4-5   l Cor. 11:23-34

  4. When does a departed one become a saint? 
 Romans 1:7 1 Cor. 1:2 & 3:1-3

  5. What is the difference between Grace And Mercy?
 Ephesians 2:8-9  Romans 11:6  Ps. 78:38 & 86:15  
 John 3:16  Titus 3:5-7   l Tim. 1:2  ll Tim 1:2

  6. Does the fig tree have a special meaning in the Bible?
 l Kings 4:25 Micah 4:4 Zech.3:10 Matt. 21:18-22

  7. What did the Lord mean by not giving holy things to
 dogs or cast pearls before swine?
 Matt 7:1-6  l Sam.17:43 ll Kings 8:13

  8. Are the names Holy Spirit and Holy Ghost have the
 same meaning? (yes) 
 Luke 11:13 Eph.1:13 & 4:30  l Thess. 4:8

  9. When is a woman not to speak?
 l Cor. 14:34-35

10. What took place when Christ breathed on the
 Disciples?
 John 6:67-69   John 14  John 20:22   Acts 1:4-5
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Mention this ad and receive a FREE Beltone coffee mug!

Doug Wiles 
Hearing Care Practitioner

Helping the world hear better

Farmington, MO
1032 E. Karsch Blvd.

(573) 701-9015

Poplar Bluff, MO
1409 N. Westwood Blvd.

(573) 776-7800

Loans from
$150 - $3,500

(All loans subject to our Liberal Credit Policy)

Come see 

Cathy, Nikki, Angela,

Tim & Krista today!

Cathy Sisson
Manager

760 S. Westwood Blvd.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-5400

LOAN
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$5.00

$5.00

Save $5.00 with this coupon

Save $5.00 with this coupon

$5.00

$5.00
Read ACTS 2-38 (KJVB) This is the 
gift of eternal life through the gift of 

the HOLYGHOST.

If I meet you and you 
forget me, you have lost 
nothing/ but if you meet 
JESUS CHRIST and 
forget Him you have lost 
everything.

 Apparently there is nothing that cannot happen today. ~ Mark Twain

HOW DID JEFFERSON kNOW?
Obviously, he was man ahead of his time. Especially read the last quote from 1802.

When we get piled upon one 
another in large cities, as in 
Europe, we shall become as 
corrupt as Europe.

Thomas Jefferson

The democracy will cease to 
exist when you take away from 
those who are willing to work 
and give to those who would 
not.

Thomas Jefferson

It is incumbent on every gen-
eration to pay its own debts as 
it goes. A principle which if 

acted on would save one-half 
the wars of the world.

Thomas Jefferson

I predict future happiness for 
Americans if they can prevent 
the government from wasting 
the labors of the people under 
the pretense of taking care of 
them.

Thomas Jefferson

My reading of history con-
vinces me that most bad gov-
ernment results from too 

much government.
Thomas Jefferson

The tree of liberty must be 
refreshed from time to time 
with the blood of patriots and 
tyrants.

Thomas Jefferson

To compel a man to subsidize 
with his taxes the propagation 
of ideas which he disbelieves 
and abhors is sinful and tyran-
nical.

Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson 
said in 1802:

I believe that banking insti-
tutions are more dangerous 
to our liberties than standing 
armies. If the American peo-
ple ever allow private banks to 
control the issue of their cur-
rency, first by inflation, then 
by deflation, the banks and 
corporations that will grow up 
around the banks will deprive 
the people of all property - 
until their children wake-up 
homeless on the continent 
their fathers conquered.

PATIENCE YIELDS PEACE

An older gentleman moved into a 
house near an elementary school. 
All was peaceful until the new 
school term began.

Then, each morning and after-
noon a group of boys beat on 
the trash cans as they walked 
through the neighborhood. The 
man stopped the boys and offered 
to pay them each one dollar to 
continue beating the cans each 
day. They agreed.

Three days later the man told 
them that he could no longer pay 
them a dollar each, but would be 
happy to pay them a dime each to 
continue practice.

They answered, "Not on your life! 
We won't work that cheap!" They 
immediately stopped banging on 
the trash cans. The gentleman had 
accomplished his mission.

WHO AM I ???

I am more deadly than the 
screaming shells from the 
howitzer.

I win without killing.

I tear down homes, break hearts, 
and wreck lives.

I travel on the wings of the 
wind.
No innocence is strong enough 
to intimidate me, no purity pure 
enough to daunt me.
I have no regard for truth, no 
respect for justice, bno mercy 
for te defenseless.
My victims are as numerous ads 
the sands of the sea, and often as 
innocent.
I never forget and seldom 
forgive.

My name is Gossip.



1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM

7

We have the best government that money can buy. ~ Mark Twain
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Butler county
Sheriffs

Department
employee 

recognition

Poplar Bluff 
Fire 

Department 
employee 

recognition

Poplar Bluff 
Police

Department 
employee 

recognition

Kellis thompson began his career 
with the Butler county Sheriff’s De-
partment as a reserve Deputy in 1996. 
he was hired initially as a Dispatcher; 
simultaneously he attended South-
east Missouri State University Law 
enforcement training academy where 
he became a Missouri certified Law 
enforcement officer.
he was later promoted to a Butler 
county road officer. throughout his 
career with the Butler county Sheriff’s 
Department he has had the opportu-
nity to attend many specialized train-
ing schools for training fields and has 
become certified in numerous fields of 

Law enforcement.
current Job Duties: investigator/ 
crime Scene investigations/Forensic 
investigations/evidence technician/ 
Mobile Device investigations/crime 
Scene investigator for Major case 
squad/ traffic enforcement and patrol.
Southeast Missouri State University 
Law enforcement training Academy
certified instructor with the Missouri 
State highway Patrol, Drug Abuse re-
sistance education
training certification.
Missouri State highway Patrol, 
MULeS, communications/Dispatch 
certification

Kevin is the captain on B 
Shift assigned to Station 2, 
Kevin began his career with 
PBFD in July of 2003 after 
working communications 
with Missouri highway Pa-
trol, Kevin received his fire 
training first as an Aircraft 
rescue firefighter in the Unit-
ed States Marine corp then 

through the University of 
Missouri, State Fire Marshals 
office and was a member of 
the first graduating class of 
three rivers college Asso-
ciates degree fire program, 
Kevin was promoted to cap-
tain in Feb of 2014. he is mar-
ried to Stacy Proctor and is 
the father to three children, 
holden, colten and Kennly

Shonna obtained her AA de-
gree from three river com-
munity college in Adminis-
tration of Justice in 1999. in 
2000 she earned Bachelor de-
grees in criminal Justice and 
criminology from University 
of Missouri-Kansas.  
She was hired by the Wyan-
dotte county Sheriff’s Dept in 
Kansas city, KS upon gradu-

ating. After returning to Pop-
lar Bluff, Shonna attended 
the Mo Sheriff’s Association 
training Academy and gradu-
ated with a class A License. 
in July of 2007 she became a 
reserve officer with the Pop-
lar Bluff Police Department 
and was hired as a full time 
officer in January of 2009.

i’m 28 years old and was 
born and raised in Poplar 
Bluff, Mo.
i have one handsome 
nephew named cotton and 
a spoiled dog named Pugs-
ley. i married my best friend 
James 1 ½ years ago and 
plan to have many more 
little ones.
i have been at rural Metro 
for 8 years and consider 
many of them family. i am a 
Paramedic because i enjoy 
helping others and couldn’t 
think of a more fullfilling 
career. no matter where life 
takes me medicine will al-
way be a part of it.

Kevin edgar

Patrolman
Shonna Parrent

Arika
Wilkerson

Kellis thompson 
investigator

People taking care of people…together we can do anything!

RURAL / METRO

Only in America
Only in America... can a pizza 
get to your house faster than 
an ambulance.

Only in America... are there 
handicap parking places in 
front of a skating rink.

Only in America... do drug-
stores make the sick walk 
all the way to the back of the 
store to get their prescrip-
tions while healthy people 
can buy cigarettes at the 
front.

Only in America... do people 
order double cheeseburgers, 
large fries, and a diet coke.

Only in America... do banks 
leave both doors open and 
then chain the pens to the 
counters.

Only in America... do we 
leave cars worth thousands 
of dollars in the driveway 
and put our useless junk in 
the garage.

Only in America... do we 
use answering machines to 
screen calls and then have 
call waiting so we won’t 
miss a call from someone we 
didn’t want to talk to in the 
first place.

Only in America... do we 
buy hotdogs in packages of 
ten and buns in packages of 
eight.

Only in America... do we 
use the word “politics” to 
describe the process so 
well: “Poli” in Latin meaning 
“many” and “tics” meaning 
“bloodsucking creatures”.

Only in America... do they 
have drive-up ATM machines 
with Braille lettering.

THE WISDOM 
OF SIMPlIcITY

During the space race in the 
1960’s NASA decided it needed 
a ball point pen to write in the 
zero gravity confines of its space 
capsules. 
After much research and devel-
opment, a pen was developed 
at a cost of $1 
million. 
The Soviet 
Union, faced 
with the same 
problem of writ-
ing in zero grav-
ity, used a pencil.
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573-785-0907

West ProPerties

Home & APArtment rentAls 

MEMBER OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

When you fish for love, bait with your heart, not your brain. ~ Mark Twain

REASONS WHY I CARRY A GUN
I don’t carry a gun to kill people.
I carry a gun to keep from being killed.

I don’t carry a gun to scare people.
I carry a gun because sometimes this 
world 
can be a scary place.

I don’t carry a gun because I’m paranoid.
I carry a gun because there are real 
threats 
in the world.

I don’t carry a gun because I’m evil.
I carry a gun because I have lived long 
enough to see the evil in the world.

I don’t carry a gun because I hate the 
government.
I carry a gun because I understand the 
limitations of government.

I don’t carry a gun because I’m angry.
I carry a gun so that I don’t have to 
spend 
the rest of my life hating myself for fail-
ing 
to be prepared.

I don’t carry a gun because I want to 
shoot someone.
I carry a gun because I want to die at a 
ripe old age in my bed, and not on a 
sidewalk somewhere tomorrow after-

noon.

I don’t carry a gun because I’m a cow-
boy.
I carry a gun because, when I die and go 
to heaven, I want to be a cowboy.
I don’t carry a gun to make me feel like 
a man.
I carry a gun because men know how to 
take care of themselves and the ones 
they love.

I don’t carry a gun because I feel inad-
equate.
I carry a gun because unarmed and facing 
three armed thugs, I am inadequate.

I don’t carry a gun because I love it.
I carry a gun because I love life and the 
people who make it meaningful to me.

Police protection is an oxymoron.

Free citizens must protect themselves.

Police do not protect you from crime, 
they usually just investigate the crime 
after 
it happens and then call someone in to 
clean up the mess.

Personally, I carry a gun because I’m too 
young to die and too old to take a butt 
whoopin’. 

Johnny and Lee talking - Part 2
Johnny: I’ll tell you something 
else that was funny and it was 
crazy happened to me one time. 
I guess I was living here, I think 
I was still living here, but anyway 
I was down by Neelyville rabbit 
hunting with 4 dogs and I had 
parked off the side of the road 
and when I come back from hunt-
ing I had a dog that was hard 
to catch. I caught 3 dogs, but I 
couldn’t catch her. She takes off 
down the road and I’m trying to 
call her, trying to catch her, and 
she just stayed right from here 
to that door from me. I’d move 
toward her and off she’ed go.

Lee: Just being ornery?

Johnny: Being ornery? Well yes 
She just wasn’t ready to quit 
hunting. she finally got off in a 
ditch, and it had high grass in it. 
So I run her down and I caught 
her. I was aggravated at her, I 
was about ready to kill her. Not 
really, Took her back over there, 
put her in the dog box, shut the 
tail gate, took off to the house. 
I got home, unloaded my dogs, 
went to get my hunting vest and 

my guns and stuff. No gun. I got 
to thinking about it. I laid that 
shotgun down on the side of the 
road to get that dog and forgot 
about it and drove all the way up 
here. As soon as I realized what 
happened, I jumped back in that 
truck and I mean, I broke the law 
all the way down there. Thinking 
that someone would see it and 
pick it up You know, it was about 
6 miles from here. But when I 
got down there, There laid my 
shotgun right on the side, just 
so happened nobody drove by 
in between that cuz they woulda 
picked it up.

Lee: Coulda seen it, huh?

Johnny: Yeah, it was in plain 
sight, it was laying off from the 
grassy part of the ditch, out in the 
gravel road about like 6 inches. I 
mean, when I drove up there, I 
could see it. I said, “Thank you, 
Lord”. I just knew my gun was 
going to be gone.

Lee: That’d be a bad feeling.

Johnny: Oh, man, yeah. That old 
gun, and back at that time, it was 

in better shape than it is now. 
It’d been $250 down the drain. 
I really didn’t think it’d be there 
when I got back. I thought I’d lost 
my gun.

Lee: You guys talking about rabbit 
traps and I used to make some 
rabbit traps, me and my brother 
Ted did. Probably some of my 
other brothers helped out. We 
used to make some, but they was 
just a box about 6 inches wide 
and about that tall and about 15 
inches long, with a trap door. 

Johnny: A box  trap.

Lee: Yeah. They just go in there 
to get that carrot or whatever you 
might have in there and trip the 
lid shut.

Johnny: Yeah, me and my brother 
used to make them when we was 
kids.

Johnny: There’s a guy that I rab-
bit hunt with and he had one 
of those octagon shape traps. 
That’s the first one I’d ever seen. 
It was different. Like I said, it’s 
open all the way around. It raises 

up and the rabbit can come in 
from any direction, and when he 
nibbles on the bait he trips the 
key and down it comes. I told him, 
I said, “I’m gonna make me one 
of them.” So I just measured it, 
made me some blue prints and 
I built me one. And they work 
good, real good.

Lee: Where’d you grow up as a 
kid?

Johnny: Right around here, I live 
about probably between a quar-
ter and a half a mile from where I 
was pretty well raised most of my 
life. Dad sold that place when I 
was 18 years old. So, most of my 
life, from about 10 or 11 til about 
18 we lived over here.

Lee: the farm we lived on, was up 
above Hillard, was about 2 miles 
above Hillard on Highway W. That 
was my experience of hunting 
all up in there. I remember one 
year, it was getting close to the 
end of the school year, we was 
going to put a play on the last 
day of school, graduation day. It 
was going to be about a dentist. 
The teacher wanted somebody to 

bring in a big tooth, like out of a 
skull of a horse or a cow or some-
thing. Of course, with all them 
farmers around there shouldn’t 
be any trouble finding one. So, I 
was hunting one day and I come 
across a skull out there in the 
woods. Of course, I’m still just a 
kid but that was okay, because 
we hunted everything. We didn’t 
know enough to be really safe 
about hunting and all that. Here 
laid that skull, man, there’s a 
tooth in there, just right, you 
know, big old tooth and I couldn’t 
get it out. So I took that shotgun. 
I didn’t know you weren’t sup-
posed to have it ready to fire. I hit 
that tooth with the butt end of the 
shotgun.

Johnny: Gun went off?

Lee: yep right here by my ear, 
went off BAM!!

Johnny: Right by your ear? Oh 
boy!

Lee: that was close. But I Got 
that tooth.

To be continued
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WHAT GOES AROuND cOMES AROuND

One day a man saw an old 
lady, stranded on the side of 
the road, but even in the dim 
light of day, he could see she 
needed help. So he pulled 
up in front of her Mercedes 
and got out. His Pontiac 
was still sputtering when he 
approached her.

Even with the smile on his 
face, she was worried. No one 
had stopped to help for the 
last hour or so. Was he going 
to hurt her? He didn’t look 
safe; he looked poor and hun-
gry. He could see that she was 
frightened, standing out there 
in the cold. He knew how she 
felt. It was those chills which 
only fear can put in you. He 
said, “I’m here to help you, 
ma’am. Why don’t you wait 
in the car where it’s warm? 
By the way, my name is Bryan 
Anderson.”

Well, all she had was a flat tire, 

but for an old lady, that was 
bad enough. Bryan crawled 
under the car looking for a 
place to put the jack, skinning 
his knuckles a time or two. 
Soon he was able to change 
the tire. But he had to get dirty 
and his hands hurt.

As he was tightening up the 
lug nuts, she rolled down the 
window and began to talk to 
him. She told him that she 
was from St. Louis and was 
only just passing through. She 
couldn’t thank him enough 
for coming to her aid.
  paid. This was not a job to 
him. This was helping some-
one in need, and God knows 
there were plenty, who had 
given him a hand in the past. 
He had lived his whole life that 
way, and it never occurred to 
him to act any other way.

He told her that if she really 
wanted to pay him back, the 

next time she saw someone 
who needed help, she could 
give that person the assis-
tance they needed, and Bryan 
added, “And think of me.”

He waited until she started her 
car and drove off. It had been 
a cold and depressing day, but 
he felt good as he headed for 
home, disappearing into the 
twilight.
A few miles down the road 
the lady saw a small cafe. She 
went in to grab a bite to eat, 
and take the chill off before 
she made the last leg of her 
trip home. It was a dingy 
looking restaurant. Outside 
were two old gas pumps. The 
whole scene was unfamiliar to 
her. The waitress came over 
and brought a clean towel to 
wipe her wet hair. She had 
a sweet smile, one that even 
being on her feet for the whole 
day couldn’t erase. The lady 
noticed the waitress was near-

ly eight months pregnant, but 
she never let the strain and 
aches change her attitude. The 
old lady wondered how some-
one who had so little could be 
so giving to a stranger. Then 
she remembered Bryan.

After the lady finished her 
meal, she paid with a hun-
dred dollar bill. The waitress 
quickly went to get change for 
her hundred dollar bill, but 
the old lady had slipped right 
out the door. She was gone 
by the time the waitress came 
back. The waitress wondered 
where the lady could be. Then 
she noticed something written 
on the napkin.

There were tears in her eyes 
when she read what the lady 
wrote: “You don’t owe me any-
thing. I have been there too. 
Somebody once helped me 
out, the way I’m helping you. 
If you really want to pay me 

back, here is what you do, do 
not let this chain of love end 
with you.” Under the napkin 
were four more $100 bills.

Well, there were tables to 
clear, sugar bowls to fill, and 
people to serve, but the wait-
ress made it through another 
day. That night when she got 
home from work and climbed 
into bed, she was thinking 
about the money and what the 
lady had written. How could 
the lady have known how 
much she and her husband 
needed it? With the baby due 
next month, it was going to be 
hard… She knew how worried 
her husband was, and as he lay 
sleeping next to her, she gave 
him a soft kiss and whispered 
soft and low, “Everything’s 
going to be all right. I love 
you, Bryan Anderson.”

There is an old saying “What 
goes around comes around.”  

Springtime
ABLOOM

APRIL

APRIL FOOLS 
DAY

COMMUNION

EVERLASTING

FRAGRANT

INVIGORATING

MARCH

MAY RAIN

RISE

SHOWERS

SPRINGBREAK

SUNSHINE

TULIP

TRADITION
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WORSHIP

WINDY

ALIVE

BLOSSOMING

CHRIST

CRUCIFIXION

FAMILY

FLOWERS

HEAVENLY

JESUS

MIRACULOUS
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SACRAMENT
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SPRING CLEANING

SWEETPEA

UMBRELLA

WEATHER

ANEW

BUZZING

DAFFODIL

EASTER 

FAST

HYACINTH

IMMORTAL

LAMB

PARADE

REPENT

RESURRECTION

SAVIOR

SEASON

SPRING

SUNDAY

SLICKER

SPROUT

WARM
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Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

We are all alike, on the inside. ~ Mark Twain

AFFORDAblE PluMbING AcT
Weeks after leaving office, Obama discovers a leak under his sink so he calls a plumber to fix it…”

The Affordable Care Act, aka 
Obamacare, is a socialist scheme 
that does nothing more than funnel 
money away from the successful 
and into the hands of the not-so-
successful. While it might sound 
charitable at first glance, be very 
wary, for socialism in any form 
always produces the most horrific 
of results, as this example demon-
strates: 

Only weeks after leaving office on 
Jan. 20, 2017, former President 
Barack Obama discovers a leak 
under his sink, so he calls Troy the 
Plumber to come out and fix it. Troy 
drives to Obama’s new house, which 
is located in a very exclusive, gated 
community near Chicago where all 
the residents have a net income of 
way more than $250,000 per year. 

Troy arrives and takes his tools into 
the house. He is led to the guest 
bathroom that contains the leaky 
pipe under the sink. Troy assesses 
the problem and tells Obama that 
it’s an easy repair that will take less 
than 10 minutes. Obama asks Troy 
how much it will cost. Troy checks 
his rate chart and says, “$9,500.” 
“What?! $9,500?!” Obama asks, 
stunned, “But you said it’s an easy 
repair. Michelle will whip me if I 
pay a plumber that much!” 

Troy says, “Yes, but what I do is 
charge those who make more than 
$250,000 per year a much higher 
amount so I can fix the plumb-
ing of poorer people for free. This 
has always been my philosophy. 
As a matter of fact, I lobbied the 
Democrat Congress, who passed 
this philosophy into law. Now all 
plumbers must do business this 
way. It’s known as the “Affordable 
Plumbing Act of 2014”. I’m sur-
prised you haven’t heard of it.”

In spite of that, Obama tells Troy 
there’s no way he’s paying that much 
for a small plumbing repair, so Troy 
leaves. Obama spends the next hour 
flipping through the phone book 
calling for another plumber, but he 
finds that all other plumbing busi-
nesses in the area have gone out of 
business. Not wanting to pay Troy’s 
price, Obama does nothing and the 
leak goes un-repaired for several 

more days. A week later the leak 
is so bad Obama has had to put a 
bucket under the sink. Michelle is 
not happy as she has Oprah and 
guests arriving the next morning. 
The bucket fills up quickly and 
has to be emptied every hour, and 
there’s a risk the room will flood, so 
Obama calls Troy and pleads with 
him to return. 

Troy goes back to Obama’s house, 
looks at the leaky pipe, checks his 
new rate chart and says, “Let’s see, 
this will now cost you $21,000.” 
Obama quickly fires back, “What? 
A few days ago you told me it would 
cost $9,500!” Troy explains, “Well, 
because of the ‘Affordable Plumbing 
Act,’ a lot of wealthier people are 
learning how to maintain and take 
care of their own plumbing, so there 
are fewer payers in the plumbing 
exchanges. As a result, the price I 
have to charge wealthy people like 
you keeps rising. Not only that, but 
for some reason the demand for 
plumbing work by those who get 
it for free has skyrocketed! There’s 
a long waiting list of those who 
need repairs, but the amount we get 
doesn’t cover our costs, especially 
paperwork and record-keeping.  

This unfortunately has put a lot of 
my fellow plumbers out of busi-
ness, they’re not being replaced, and 
nobody is going into the plumbing 
business because they know they 
can’t make any money at it. I’m 
hurting too, all thanks to greedy 
rich people like you who won’t pay 
their ‘fair share’. 

On the other hand, why didn’t 
you buy plumbing insurance last 
December? If you had bought 
plumbing insurance available under 
the ‘Affordable Plumbing Act,’ all 
this would have been covered by 
your policy.”

“You mean I wouldn’t have to pay 
anything to have you fix my plumb-
ing problem?” asks Obama. “Well, 
not exactly,” replies Troy. “You 
would have had to buy the insur-
ance before the deadline, which has 
passed now. And, because you’re 
rich, you would have had to pay 
$34,000 in premiums, which would 
have given you a ‘silver’ plan, and 

then, since this would have been 
your first repair, you would have to 
pay up to the $21,000 deductible, 
and anything over that would have 
a $7,500 co-pay, and then there’s 
the mandatory maintenance pro-
gram, which is covered up to 17.5%, 
so there are some costs involved. 
Nothing is for free.”

“WHAT?!” exclaims Obama. 
“Why so much for a puny sink 
leak?!” With a bland look, Troy 
replies, “Well, paperwork, mostly, 
like I said. And the internal cost 
of the program itself. You don’t 
think a program of this complex-
ity and scope can run itself, do 
you? Besides, there are millions of 
folks with lower incomes than you, 
even many in the ‘middle class’, who 
qualify for subsidies that people 
like you must support. That’s why 
they call it the ‘Affordable Plumbing 
Act’! Only people who don’t make 
much money can afford it. If you 
want affordable plumbing, you’ll 
have to give away most of what you 
have accumulated and cut your and 
Michelle’s income by about 90%. 
Then you can qualify to get your 
‘Fair Share’ instead of giving it.”

“But who would pass a crazy act 
like the ‘Affordable Plumbing 
Act’?!” exclaims the exasperated 
Obama. After a sigh, Troy replies, 
“Congress… because they didn’t 
read it.”

This anecdote, while amusing, is 
also extraordinarily truthful, in 
that Obamacare functions just like 
the fictional “Affordable Plumbing 
Act.” It inflates the costs of health 
care, drives providers out of busi-
ness and reduces the incentive for 
hard work — because why should 
one work hard when he or she can 
get healthcare (or plumbing) for 
absolutely free? Socialism basically 
does to the country the same thing 
it did to it in Ayn Rand’s classic 
novel, “Atlas Shrugged” — it turns 
it upside down. 

It also does nothing to fix the real 
problem, much like the “Affordable 
Plumbing Act” did nothing what-
soever to help poor Barry with that 
awful leak in the bathroom!



HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
Paul Woods

D
id you ever notice w

hen you put the w
ords “The” and “IRS” together, it spells “TH

EIRS?”

Spring has finally sprung 
and hopefully things weath-
er wise will get better. With 
the coldest February almost 
since time began, the few 
warm days in March were 
welcomed. With the tem-
peratures going back to near 
normal, the month wasn’t too 
bad but I’m glad it is over.

Outdoor activities for the 
month of April start out on 
the slow side with few hunt-
ing and fishing seasons open. 
Later in April the Spring fire-
arms turkey season begins. 
Turkey hunters know the 
dates and if they don’t know 
them, they can pick up the 
regulations booklet when 
they purchase their per-
mit. By the way, be sure to 
purchase your hunting and 
fishing licenses for the year 

before you go as they new 
permits went on sale March 
1st.

With the recent rainfall along 
with the melting snow, both 
area lakes are high as I write 
this and both Clearwater and 
Wappapello Lakes will be 
drawn back down to winter 
pool if they can get the jobs 
done. Lake fishing is probably 
on standstill until the middle 
of this month. (April). 

When the crappie begin to 
spawn, most of the past few 
years the lakes, particularly 
Wappapello, have been high 
during the spawning time 
and fishing for crappie hasn’t 
been too good.

U.K.C. coon hound competi-
tion is picking up as the open 
hunting seasons are over in 

almost all states. The weather 
in our local area has not been 
the best for training a young 
dog and some of the older 
hounds didn’t get too much 
work to get them sharp for 
the competition season. 

There is only one UKC hunt 
in Arkansas that is in our 
area in April. The club at 
Ravenden Springs has a hunt 
April 25.

In Missouri hunts in our 
area are numerous with the 
exception of weekends dur-
ing spring turkey season. All 
events listed this month will 
have both show and hunts. 
Daisy starts things off with 
April 3rd & 4th events. Also 
April 4th, West Plains has 
a show and hunt. Marble 
Hill has theirs April 11th. 
Daisy follows up on April 

17th. Myrtle’s date is April 
24th. Patterson finishes the 
schedule with their April 
25th events.

I read with interest the out-
door column in the DAR 
about the coon at Mingo that 
was making a nuisance of 
itself in the garbage can and 
their effort to get it away and 
keep it away.

The employee took it to the 
far corner of the Reserve and 
released it, figuring that was 
far enough away to keep it 
from returning. Ha! It was 
back in a couple of days.

Several years ago, area coon 
hunting clubs secured per-
mission to spend a couple of 
weekends in Mingo, catching 
raccoons from their den trees 
and taking them away from 

the refuge to be releaded in 
the captors’ hunting areas. 
On the first date, the animals 
that were caught were tagged 
so that there could be some 
type of record kept on the 
movement of the animals.

One particular coon was 
released on the St. Francis 
River near Bragg City, MO. 
The next week the coon was 
again caught in the Mingo 
Refuge and with the informa-
tion from the week before, 
the coon has made it back 
home in less thatn a week.

Ernest Carnahan and I were 
able to release a coupe of 
pregnant females on his farm 
on Cane Creek but we kept 
them penned up for about 
three weeks. We hoped to 

let them give birth in the 
pens so we could keep watch 
over them. They got loose 
before their babies were born 
but they stayed along the 
creek and there were plenty 
of coons in the area  to train 
young dogs in the fall.

Some lessons you cannot 
learn from a book, but by 
experience. We learned that if 
you keep raccoons penned up 
for a time after moving them 
from one area to another, 
they will lose their memory 
of where they came from and 
make their home in the new 
area.
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The Public is merely a multiplied ‘me.’ ~ Mark Twain

DO YOu HAvE A DOG IN HEAvEN?

Our 14-year-old dog Abbey died last month. The day after she passed 
away my 4-year-old daughter Meredith was crying and talking about how 
much she missed Abbey. She asked if we could write a letter to God so 
that when Abbey got to heaven, God would recognize her. I told her that I 
thought we could so, and she dictated these words:

Dear God,
Will you please take care of my dog? She died yesterday and is with you in 
heaven. I miss her very much. I am happy that you let me have her as my 
dog even though she got sick. I hope you will play with her. She likes to swim 
and play with balls. I am sending a picture of her so when you see her you 
will know that she is my dog. I really miss her.
 Love, Meredith

We put the letter in an envelope with a picture of Abbey and Meredith 
and addressed it to God/Heaven. We put our return address on it. Then 
Meredith pasted several stamps on the front of the envelope because she 
said it would take lots of stamps to get the letter all the way to heaven. That 
afternoon she dropped it into the letter box at the post office. A few days 
later, she asked if God had gotten the letter yet. I told her that I thought 
He had.

Yesterday, there was a package wrapped in gold paper on our front porch 
addressed, ‘To Meredith’ in an unfamiliar hand. Meredith opened it. Inside 
was a book by Mr. Rogers called, ‘When a Pet Dies.’ Taped to the inside 
front cover was the letter we had written to God in its opened envelope. 
On the opposite page was the picture of Abbey & Meredith and this note:

Dear Meredith,
Abbey arrived safely in heaven. Having the picture was a big help and I rec-
ognized her right away. Abbey isn’t sick anymore. Her spirit is here with me 
just like it stays in your heart. Abbey loved being your dog. Since we don’t 
need our bodies in heaven, I don’t have any pockets to keep your picture in so 
I am sending it back to you in this little book for you to keep and have some-
thing to remember Abbey by. Thank you for the beautiful letter and thank 
your mother for helping you write it and sending it to me. What a wonderful 
mother you have. I picked her especially for you. I send my blessings every 
day and remember that I love you very much. By the way, I’m easy to find. 
I am wherever there is love.
 Love, God

HOW I LEARNED TO 
MIND MY OWN BUSINESS:

I was walking past the mental hospi-
tal the other day, and all the patients 
were shouting. “13...13...13...”

The fence was too high to see over, 
but I saw a little gap in the planks, 
so I looked through to see what 
was going on.

Some idiot poked me in the eye 
with a stick, then they all started 
shouting, “14...14...14...””
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3092 Westwood Blvd. Poplar Bluff

Phone # 573-727-9269
open Tues & Wed 8-5 Thur 8-6

Fri 7-5 Sat 7-12

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543

C & R Quality
Lawn Care
COMMERCIAL 

& 
RESIDENTIAL

Mowing Yard Cleanup

Pruning Brush Removal

Leaf Removal Free Estimates

Chris & Rachel Zink 
OWNERS

C: 714-3129 • INSURED

79 MANCHESTER LANE
POPLAR BLUFF, MO

email: chrisz1077@yahoo.com

LET’s MOvE 
TO vERMOnT

concealed or open carry is 
allowed without a permit

It is lawful to carry a firearm 
openly or concealed provided 
the firearm is not carried with 
the intent or avowed purpose 
of injuring a fellow man. There 
is no permit required to carry 
concealed.

requirements:
1. Be of age. In the state of 
Vermont, that age is 16 or 
older. You must be at least 16 
years of age to legally pur-
chase a gun and keep it load-
ed on your person in public.

2. Obtain permission from a 
parent or guardian to carry a 
gun if you’re under the age of 
16. Failure to do so may result 
in being deemed a delinquent 
child by the state.

3. Have a clean record if pur-
chasing a firearm. Things like 
felony convictions and dis-
honorable military discharge 
will show up during the feder-
al instant check, and prohibit 
purchase.

informing Law 
enforcement of carry:

Automobile carry:
Rifles and shotguns carried 
in a wehicle must be unload-
ed; handguns may be carried 
loaded and concealed.

Places off-limits when 
carrying:
1. School bus or school build-
ing or on school property.
2. Courthouse
3. US Federal Buildings 
(including US Post Offices)

GET OuT OF THE cAR!
(This is supposedly a true account recorded in the 

Police Log of Sarasota, Florida.)

An elderly Florida lady did her 
shopping and upon returning to 
her car, found four males in the 
act of leaving with her vehicle.

She dropped her shopping bags 
and drew her handgun, proceed-
ing to scream at the top of her 
lungs, “I have a gun, and I know 
how to use it! Get out of the car!”

The four men didn’t wait for a 
second threat. They got out and 
ran like mad. 

The lady, somewhat shaken then 
proceeded to load her shopping 
bags into the back of the car and 
got into the driver’s seat. She was 
so shaken that she could not get 
her key into the ignition.

She tried and tried, and then 
she realized why. It 
was for the same rea-
son she had wondered 
why there was a foot-
ball, a Frisbee and two 
12-packs of beer in the 
front seat.

A few minutes later, 
she found her own car 

parked four or five space farther 
down.

She loaded her bags into the car 
and drove to the police station to 
report her mistake.

The sergeant to whom she told 
the story couldn’t stop laughing.

He pointed to the other end of 
the counter, where four pale men 
were reporting a car jacking by 
a mad, elderly woman described 
as white, less than five feet tall, 
glasses, curly white hair, and car-
rying a large handgun.

No charges were filed.

Moral of the story? If you’re 
going to have a senior moment... 
make it memorable.


