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She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her 

tongue is the law of kindness.

Happy Mother’s  
Day

Proverbs 31:26 KJV
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“The ultimate inspiration is the deadline.” - Nolan Bushnell

From the Kitchen of
Laura L. 
Chatman

Steak should be about 1 1/2 inches thick

Dredge with flour season with salt and pepper then brown in 
fat. When brown on both sides add other ingredients. Cover 
tightly and Cook in medium oven (350°) or over low flame 
on top of stove until tender. ( About 1 1/4 hours )

Remove meat to platter and make a gravy from the drip-
pings in pan serve with baked potatoes and a green salad.

Venison Swiss 
Steak

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-2023

Walmart Supercenter is next to us!
We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

1 ½ pounds round steak 
3 large onions
One medium stalk celery 
1 cup tomatoes
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce

May 5

Just A Thought

IS EVERYTHING
EXPENSIVE OR

AM I JUST POOR?

Aches and pains are here to 
stay, they seem to change 

day by day.

The list of ailments seems 
to grow, as the body starts 

to slow.

You can’t be young, weak 
or prissy

GETTING OLD IS
NOT FOR SISSIES

The facTs are in

Just Because 
She’s Your Mom

and she’s going to love you forever, 
no matter what – you can’t treat her 
just any old way and think it doesn’t 
matter. 

Don’t treat the person who loves 
you the most...the worst. Don’t 
take her for granted. She may not 
let you see it, but your shortness, 
impatience and harsh words make 
her steal away to a quiet place and 
cry..

Her heart hurts to understand why 
you seem angry with her. She will 
not always agree with you, but she 
will always love you. And it doesn’t 
matter how old you are, or how old 
she is, treasure your mom.

You’ll never have another one.

ThoSe who waNT To reap The 
BeNefiTS of ThiS greaT NaTioN

MuST Bear The faTigue of  
SupporTiNg iT.

 - THOMAS PAINE

a new minister was walking with 
an older more seasoned minister 
in the garden one day. feeling a bit 
insecure about what god had for 
him to do. he was asking the older 
preacher for some advice. 

The older preacher walked up to 
a rosebush and handed the young 
preacher a rosebud and told him 
to open it without tearing off any 
petals. The young preacher looked 
in disbelief at the older preacher 
and was trying to figure out what a 
rosebud could possibly have to do 
with his wanting to know the will 
of goD for his life and ministry. 
But because of his great respect for 
the older preacher, he proceeded 
to try to unfold the rosebud, while 
keeping every petal intact. 

it wasn’t long before he realized 
how impossible this was to do. No-
ticing the younger preacher’s in-
ability to unfold the rosebud with-
out tearing it, the older preacher 
begin to recite the following poem.

it is only a tiny rosebud.
a flower of gods design;
But i cannot unfold the petals
with these clumsy hands of mine.
The secret of unfolding flowers
is not known to such as i,
god opens this flower so easily,
But in my hands they die.
if i cannot unfold a rosebud,
This flower of god’s design,
Then how can i have the wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?
So i’ll trust in god for leading
each moment of my day.
i will look to god for guidance
in each step of the way.
The path that lies before me,
only my Lord knows.
i’ll trust god to unfold the mo-
ments, just as he unfolds the rose.
 author unknown

THE YOuNg ANd 
THE Old

1. I talk to myself, because 
sometimes I need expert 
advice.

2. Sometimes I roll my eyes out-loud.

3. I don’t need anger management, I need 
people to stop annoying me.

4. My people skills are just fine. It’s my tol-
erance of idiots that needs work.

5. The biggest lie I tell myself is, “I don’t 
need to write that down, I’ll remember it.”

6. When I was a child I thought nap-time 
was punishment. Now it’s like a mini-va-
cation.

7. The day the world runs out of coffee is 
just too terrible to think about.

8. Even duct tape can’t fix stupid, but it 
can muffle the sound.

9. Wouldn’t it be great if we could put our-
selves in the dryer for 10 minutes; come 
out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller?

10. “Getting Lucky” means walking into a 
room and remembering why I’m there.

As I get 
older 

I 
reAlIze:

The difference 
beTween a 

democracy and a 
republic

DEMOCRACY – a state of so-
ciety characterized by formal 
equality of rights and privi-
leges.

REPUBLIC – a state in which 
the supreme power rests in the 
body of citizens entitled to vote 
and is exercised by represen-
tatives chosen directly or indi-
rectly by them; a state in which 
the head of government is not 
a monarch or other hereditary 
head of state. 

we are a republic

A fine is a tax for doing 
bad.

A tax is a fine for doing 
well.

YOu will 
pay your 
TAXES



Frozen Fruit Sundae Cones
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“G
ive the w

orld the best you have, and the best w
ill com

e to you.”-M
adeline Bridge

“A loving ear is the truest wisdom.” -Charles Dickens

Use ice cream cones as re-
ceptacles for this deceivingly 
delightful healthy snack. Fill 
the cones with frozen berries 
and top the fruit with a dollop 
of whipped cream. 

Voila—fruit sundae!

Subscribe to the 
Black River Times

One Year Just $15
Send your information along with a check 

or money order to the 

Black River Times
1024 West Hart St.

Poplar Bluff, Mo. 63901

STRENFEL FINISH CARPENTRY
Professional Interior Remodeling

By JOHN STRENFEL

Staircases
Handrails

Sheet Rock Work
Interior Trim

Wood Floors

Ceramic Tile
Bookcases

Kitchens
Doors & Windows

Interior Painting

(573) 429-4296
Ceramic Tile & Bathroom Specialist
Complete Bathroom Remodeling

1  Gallon Vinegar
2  Cups Epsom Salt
¼ Cup Eco-Friendly 

    Dish Soap

It will kill anything you spray it on.

Just mix and spray in the morning, 
after the dew has evaporated.

Walk away. Go back after dinner 
and the weeds are all gone!!

Cheaper than anything you can 
buy anywhere!!

WEED KILLER
Galatians 6:9-10
(9) And let us not be weary in well doing: for 
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
(10) As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith.

An American cliché runs, “Charity begins at 
home.” Unfortunately, the fellowship of a lo-
cal congregation is frequently the most dif-
ficult place to do good in the right spirit. This 
may be partly because of such misguided 
expectations that Christians “shouldn’t have 
such problems,” “shouldn’t be causing such 
offenses,” “should know better than that,” or 
many other accusations about character and 
personality flaws that we might make.

We draw back and become weary for many 
reasons that appear justified: There is so 
much opposition to good plans for doing 
things. There is so much to do and, it seems, 
so few to do it. There are so many calls upon 
our time in other legitimate areas. There is all 
too often so much ingratitude among those 
whom we try to help that we become dis-
heartened.

God has called the weak of this world, and 
we have brought our character weaknesses 
and odd personality traits with us into the 

church. We see people in the church who 
are so depressed it seems they never have 
a bright day. Others have cups overflowing 
with troubles, and they want to dump on any 
willing to listen. The sick, poor, foolish, weak, 
cynical, stubborn, critical, cutting, arrogant, 
aggressive, vain, discouraged, suspicious, 
pompous, hypocritical, and sarcastic are in 
every congregation. As the cartoon charac-
ter Pogo said, “We have met the enemy, and 
they is us!”

But God calls upon all of us to “strengthen 
the hands which hang down, and the feeble 
knees” (Hebrews 12:12). We are to open 
our hearts wide in listening and generously 
give the benefit of knowledge, understand-
ing, comfort, exhortation, inspiration, hope, 
and encouragement from our experiences, 
especially to those in the church. At the 
proper time, we can give correction in meek-
ness, considering our own weaknesses. He 
commands us to open our hands wide to the 
poor, and He says it will be as though we 
are loaning the money to Him. We are to “be 
there” for them, not as a “know-it-all,” but as a 
“maybe-this-will-help.”

No slanderers would exist among us if no 
one received or believed slander, for when 
there is no demand for an article, no one will 

produce it. If we will not believe evil reports, 
the discouraged talebearer will leave off his 
evil practice or take it elsewhere.

What if we are compelled by the facts to 
believe the report? A kind person shows his 
kindness by not repeating it. He will reason 
to himself, “Though this thing is true, and I 
am very sorry, why should I spread it to oth-
ers?” It is the Christian’s responsibility not to 
expose the brother to further disgrace unless 
it be absolutely needful—as sometimes it 
is—but always to deal with the brother in the 
most gentle, kindest manner possible. As the 
Golden Rule is  commonly recited, “Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you.”

God’s instruction here is that “as we have 
the opportunity, let us do good to all men.” 
Regardless of their station in life, regardless 
of whether they are in the church, this high 
requirement stands fast. His only modifica-
tion is that our brethren in the church have a 
higher claim on our resources. A teaching we 
can glean from the Parable of the Good Sa-
maritan is that the Samaritan did not inquire 
whether the wounded man was “one of his 
own.” The only criterion was that he needed 
an act of kindness performed for him in his 
desperately weakened situation.
 — John W. Ritenbaugh

CHARITY BEgINS AT HOME
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“Excellence is not a skill. It is an attitude.” - Ralph Marston

kids page

Ring Around The Rosie  Cricket 
Duck Duck Goose  Musical Chairs
Catch  Hopscotch 
Hand Ball  Crack The Whip
Keep Away  Basketball 
Kick The Can  Baseball
Dodgeball  Jacks 
Hot Potato  Tug Of War
I Spy  Beanbag Toss 
Tag  Floor Is Lava
Marco Polo  Red Rover 
Leapfrog  Kickball
Jumping Rope  Musical Chairs 
Seven Up  Marbles
Mother May I  Mary Mack 
Horseshoes  Double Dutch
Tic Tac Toe  Football 
London Bridge
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GamES WE PLay

Across
1) Monday’s child is fair of 
_____.
4) There was an old
_____ who lived in a shoe.
6) Old Mother ____ went 
to the cupboard to give the 
poor dog a bone.
9) Three little _____ lost 
their mittens.
13) On top of ____, all cov-
ered with cheese, I lost my 
poor meatball when some-
body sneezed.
14) Head, _____, knees & 
toes, knees & toes.

Down
2) If you’re happy & you 
know it _____. (3 Words)
3) A pocket full of ____.
5) Do you know the ____ 
man who lives on Drury 
Lane?
7) Hickory dickory dock, the 
_____ went up the clock.
8) The Queen of hearts 
made some ______.
10) One, two, three, four, I 
declare a _____. (2 Words)
11) Baby ____ do do do do 
do do.
12) Eeny, meeny, ____, 
moe.

Q: Why did the superhero flush the toi-
let? A: Because it was his doody.

Q: How do you get a tissue to dance? 
A: You put a little boogie into it.

Q: What did one toilet say to the other? 
A: You look a bit flushed!

Q: Who did the zombie take to the 
prom? A: His ghoul-friend!

Q: What is big, green and plays a lot of 
tricks? A: Prank-enstein!

Q: Why did the ghost blow his nose? A: 
Because it was full of booo-gers!

Jokes about animals
Q: What does a spider’s bride wear?  
A: A webbing dress.

Q: Where do cows go for entertain-
ment? A: The mooooo-vies!

Q: What did one firefly say to the other? 
A: You glow, girl!

Q: What kind of dinosaur loves to 
sleep? A: A stega-snore-us.

Q: Why couldn’t the pony sing? A: Be-
cause she was a little hoarse.

Q: What creature is smarter than a talk-
ing parrot? A: A spelling bee.

Q: Where does the chicken like to eat? 
A: At a rooster-ant!

Q: Where do you learn to make banana 
splits? A: At sundae school.

Q: Why did the melon jump into the 
lake? A: It wanted to be a water-melon.

Q: Why did the cookie go to the doc-
tor? A: It was feeling crumb-y.

Q: Why did the banana go to the hospi-
tal? A: He was peeling really bad.

Q: Where do hamburgers go to dance? 
A: They go to the meat-ball.

Jokes about nature
Q: How does the ocean say hello? A: 
It waves.

Q: What did the tree say to the wind? A: 
Leaf me alone!

Answers on page 10
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“Put a grain of boldness into everything you do.” -Baltasar Gracian

It is an honor for a man to cease from strife; 
but every fool will be meddling.
 Proverbs 20:3

1. what language was the New 
Testament originally written 
in?
a. english 
B. greek 
C. hebrew 
D. Latin
2. when was the New Testa-
ment written?
a. Between 20 and 30 a.D. 
B. Between 30 and 50 a.D. 
C. Between 50 and 120 a.D.
3. what does “Christ” mean
a. anointed 
B. god 
C. King 
D. Savior
4. what religion did Jesus prac-
tice?
a. Christianity 
B. islam 
C. Judaism 
D. Buddhism
5. how did Jesus die?
a. crucified by the Jews. 
B. crucified by the romans. 
C. crucified by the pharisees.

6. which of these men wore 
clothing made of camel’s hair and 
ate locusts and wild honey.
a. John the Baptist 
B. Matthew 
C. paul 
D. peter
7. which of these men was a tax 
collector before becoming Jesus’ 
disciple?
a. John the Baptist 
B. Matthew 
C. paul 
D. peter
8. which of these men denied 
knowing Jesus three times before 
the cock crowed?
a. John the Baptist 
B. Matthew 
C. paul 
D. peter
9. which of these men encoun-
tered Jesus for the first time while 
on the road to Damascus?
a. John the Baptist 
B. Matthew 
C. paul 
D. peter
10. who was the first to the emp-
ty tomb and see Jesus alive again?
a. Mary Magdalene 
B. Mary (Jesus’ mother) 
C. peter 
D. Thomas

Answers on page 10

. “You think you know
 how

 this story is going to end, but you don’t.” -Christopher M
oore

Twin Springs Baptist Church
1459 M Hwy • Poplar Bluff, MO 

 Sunday school  10 AM
Evening worship  5 PM

Morning worship  11 AM 
Wednesday  6:30 PM

May 4th 
Christian’s Men’s Round Table 

@ 8:00 AM

This interesting prayer was 
given in Kansas, uSa, at the 
opening session of their
Senate. it seems prayer still 
upsets some people.

when Minister Joe wright 
was asked to open the new 
session of the Kansas Senate, 
everyone was expecting the 
usual generalities, but this is 
what they heard:

“heavenly father, we come 
before you today to ask your 
forgiveness and to seek your 
direction and guidance. we 
know Your word says: “woe 
to those who call evil good”, 
but that is exactly what we 
have done.

• We have lost our spiritual 
equilibrium and reversed 
our values
• We have ridiculed the ab-
solute truth of Your word 
and called it pluralism
• We have worshiped other 
gods and called it multicul-
turalism

• We have endorsed perver-
sion and called it alternative 
lifestyle
• We have exploited the poor 
and called it the lottery
• We have rewarded laziness 
and called it welfare
• We have killed our unborn 
and called it choice
• We have shot abortionists 
and called it  justifiable
• We have neglected to dis-
cipline our  children and 
called it building selfesteem
• We have abused power and 
called it politics
• We have embezzled public 
funds and called it essential 
expenses
• We have institutionalized 
bribery and called it sweets 
of office
• We have coveted our neigh-
bor’s possessions and called 
it ambition
• We have polluted the air 
with profanity and pornog-
raphy and called it freedom 
of expression
• We have ridiculed the 
time-honored values of our 

forefathers and called it en-
lightenment

Search us, oh goD, and 
know our hearts today; 
cleanse us from every sin 
and set us free. amen!”

The response was immedi-
ate. a number of legislators 
walked out during the prayer 
in protest. in 6 short weeks, 
Central Christian Church, 
where rev. wright is pas-
tor, logged more that 5,000 
phone calls with only 47 of 
those calls responding nega-
tively.

The church is now receiving 
international requests for 
copies of this prayer from 
india, africa, and Korea.

with the LorD’S help, 
may this prayer sweep over 
our nation and whoLe-
hearTeDLY become our 
desire so that we again can 
be called “oNe NaTioN 
uNDer goD.”

It’s time we PRAY

PLaNTING yOuR 
SPRING GaRDEN

FOR ThE GaRDEN OF 
yOuR DaILy LIvING

Plant Three Rows of Peas
1. Peace of Mind
2. Peace of Heart
3. Peace of Soul

Plant Four Rows of Squash
1. Squash Gossip
2. Squash Indifference

3. Squash Grumbling
4. Squash Selfishness

Plant Four Rows of Lettuce
1. Lettuce Be Faithful
2. Lettuce Be Kind
3. Lettuce Be Patient
4. Lettuce Really Love One Another

No Garden is Complete  
Without Turnips
1. Turnip For Meetings
2. Turnip For Service

3. Turnip To Help One Another

To Conclude Our Garden We Must 
Have Thyme
1. Thyme For Each Other
2. Thyme For Family
3. Thyme For Friends

Water Freely With Patience And 
Cultivate With Love.
There Is Much Fruit In Your Garden 
Because You Reap
What You Sow.

god has give us all a wonder-
ful gift... that being... the ability 
to LoVe. we all express it in 
many ways. we love nature... 
fast cars... fashion... music... 
pets... art... fireside chats... 
flying... movies... gold... fam-
ily...books...fishing... truth is... 
there isn’t much in this world 
that isn’t loved by someone... 
somewhere. 

i think that god has made 
sure that the world is full of 
wondrous things for us to en-
joy and have a love for. i think 
he designed it that way... be-
cause... he knew that here in 
this world... we would find it 
hard to love each other... our-

selves and him. i think may-
be he loves us so much... he 
didn’t want us to love out our 
gift of life without being able 
to express love for something... 
because without love... we can 
never grow spiritually. 

if we don’t grow spiritually 
here... our life will have been 
a failure. i think his hope is... 
that we at some point find lov-
ing things of this world... do 
not fulfill us. and that moves 
us towards seeking a true un-
conditional love... that only he 
can supply and express. Then... 
we can find it in our hearts to 
love him... ourselves and our 
fellow man... all with the same 

unconditional love that he has 
for us. 

if you take a moment to reflect 
on that... one has to wonder... 
how do you not love a god like 
that. Love and compassion... 
truly... we’re nothing without 
them... we were not created 
out of the love of god to be 
nothing. Love is a gift... love 
completes us and makes us 
whole.... love endures with us 
through eternity. Do not take 
that journey into eternity emp-
ty handed. The love we experi-
ence... share and express here 
in this world. is the one great 
treasure we can take with us. 
when we leave here.
 Spencer

You Gotta Love It
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“Worry is a down payment on a problem you may never have.” - Joyce Meyer
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DOuG WILES
BC-hIS

573-701-9015
1035 E. Karsch Blvd
Farmington, 63640

573-776-7800
1409 N. Westwood Blvd
Poplar Bluff, 63901

HEARING
SCREENING

FREE
Call TODAY to schedule a

1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM

Pork Chop Casserole
1 pat of butter 
sea salt and freshly 
  ground black pepper
2 pork chops, 
  preferably bone-in
1 medium white onion, 
  diced 
1/2 tsp caraway seeds

1 large Granny Smith 
  apple, cored and diced
2 large Russet potatoes, 
   peeled and sliced into 
   1/4-in discs
about 1-1/2 cups sauerkraut 
3/4 cup chicken broth

Both Democrats and republicans 
Say, “we’re broke” and can’t help our 
own Seniors, Veterans, orphans, 
homeless, etc.,?????

But, over the last several years TheY 
have provided direct cash aid to....
hamas - $351M, Libya - $1.5M, 
egypt - $397M, Mexico - $622M, 
russia - $380M, haiti - $1.4B, Jor-
dan - $463M, Kenya - $816M, Sudan 
- $870M, Nigeria - $456M, uganda 
- $451M, Congo - $359M, ethio-
pia - $981M, pakistan - $5M, South 
africa - $566M, Senegal - $698M, 
Mozambique - $404M, Zambia - 
$331M, Kazakhstan - $304M, iraq 
- $1.08B, Tanzania - $554M, ...with 
literally Billions of Dollars and they 
still hate us!!!!

But on the other hand, our retired 
seniors, living on a ‘fixed income,’ 
receive No aid! Nor do they get any 
breaks, while our government and 
religious organizations will pour 
hundreds of billions of $$$$$$’s and 
tons of food to foreign countries! 
Someone needs to explain to them 
that charity begins aT hoMe!!! 
and another atrocity....we have 
hundreds of adoptable american 
children who are shoved aside to 
make room for the adoption of for-
eign orphans.

aMeriCa: a country where we 
have countless homeless without 
shelter, children going to bed hun-
gry, elderly going without needed 
medication and the mentally ill 
without treatment – etc. YeT... They 
will have a ‘Benefit’ Show for the 
people of haiti, on 12 TV Stations; 
ships and planes lining up with 
food, water, tents clothes, bedding, 
doctors and medical supplies. Now 
just imagine if our own *goVerN-
MeNT* gave ‘uS’ the same support 
they give to foreign countries. Sad, 
isn’t it?

SAd, 
ISN’T IT?

GARNER CAR WASH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle!

Don’t touch that dial,” “Carbon copy,” “You 
sound like a broken record” “Hung out to 
dry.” Back in the olden days we had a lot of 
moxie. We’d put on our best bib and tucker 
and straighten up and fly right. Hubba-hub-
ba! We’d cut a rug in some juke joint and 
then go necking and petting and smooch-
ing and spooning and billing and cooing 
and pitching woo in hot rods and jalopies in 
some passion pit or lovers’ lane.

Gee whillikers! Jumpin’ Jehoshaphat! We 
were in like Flynn and living the life of Riley, 
and even a regular guy couldn’t accuse us 
of being a knucklehead, a nincompoop or a 
pill. Not for all the tea in China!

Back in the olden days, life used to be 
swell, but when’s the last time anything was 
swell? Swell has gone the way of beehives, 
pageboys and the D.A.; of spats, knickers, 
fedoras, poodle skirts, saddle shoes and 
pedal pushers. Oh, my aching back. Kilroy 
was here. “I’ll be a monkey’s uncle!” “This is 
a fine kettle of fish!”

Poof, poof, poof go the words of your youth, 

the words we’ve left behind. We blink, and 
they’re gone, evanesced from the land-
scape and wordscape of our perception, 
like Mickey Mouse wristwatches, hula 
hoops, skate keys, candy cigarettes, little 
wax bottles of colored sugar water and an 
organ grinder’s monkey. The milkman did it. 
Think about the starving Armenians.

Bigger that a bread box. Banned in Boston. 
The very idea! It’s your nickel. Don’t forget 
to pull the chain. Knee high to a grass-
hopper. Turn-of-thecentury. Iron curtain. 
Domino theory. Fail safe. Civil defense. 
Fiddlesticks! You look like the wreck of the 
Hesperus. Cooties. Going like sixty. I’ll see 
you in the funny papers. Don’t take any 
wooden nickels. Heavens to Murgatroyd! 
And awa-a-ay we go!

Oh, my stars and garters! It turns out there 
are more of these lost words and expres-
sions that Carter had liver pills. I am sure 
there are a lot of other words that should 
be in here. We of a certain age have been 
blessed. We sure have seen a lot of chang-
es.

LOST WORDS
OK this only goes to those of a certain age

Do not ask me to remember,
Don’t try to make me understand,
Let me rest and know you’re with me,
Kiss my cheek and hold my hand.

I’m confused beyond your concept,
I am sad and sick and lost.
All I know is that I need you
To be with me at all cost.
Do not lose your patience with me,

Do not scold or curse or cry.
I can’t help the way I’m acting,
Can’t be different though I try.

Just remember that I need you,
That the best of me is gone,
Please don’t fail to stand beside me,
Love me ‘til my life is done.

 – Author Unknown but Known to God

Do Not Ask Me to ReMeMbeR

Life in the fast 
Lane

We live in a society 
where freethinking, 

open-minded people 
are called “crazy”
and the ignorant, 

close-minded people, 
are “normal”.

In a large cast iron skillet, heat a pat of butter. Season the pork 
with salt and pepper. Add the pork to the hot pan and lightly brown 
on both sides. Remove the pork and set aside on a plate. Add the 
onion, apple, and caraway seeds to the skillet. Stir well and cook 
until the onions begin to soften.

Place on the plate with the pork. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
Layer the potato slices on the bottom of the skillet in concentric 
circles. Season them with salt and pepper. Top with half on the 
apple-onion mixture. Then top with the sauerkraut and the remain-
ing apple-onion mixture. Nestle the chops into the kraut and pour 
in the chicken broth. Cover tightly with foil and bake until you can 
pierce the potatoes with a fork and the pork is cooked through, 
about 45 minutes.
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“A smile is happiness you’ll find right under your nose.” -Tom Wilson
“Th

e doors w
e open and close each day decide the lives w

e live.” -Flora W
hittem

ore
 

lORI 
JORdAN

We are all about results, results, 
results.

The end game, the last piece, 
the greatest outcome. We be-
come so focused on the prize 
that we put little consideration to 
how many cards will be shuffled 
and dealt to ultimately turn up 
our straight or our flush.

Then we get what we prayed for! 
Happy, right? Well, no.

“I didn’t think this was the way I 
was going to get it God. I mean, 
yeah, if you push rewind, I DID 
ask for this, but, well, I guess I 
didn’t QUITE mean it to come to 
me in THIS way.”

We just get so selfish, so greedy 
in our focus on what matters to 
us, we pay no mind to the jour-
ney God takes us on to get us 
our heart’s desires.

There is often a whole season, 
or maybe even two, that pain-
fully twists and turns heads and 
hearts to get us the outcome we 
so desperately wanted.

Doesn’t always feel so good - 
that realization.

Funny how things don’t seem to 
be as awesome, as wonderful as 
they did when we first prayed for 
them so earnestly, so sincerely, 
so assuredly.

How, and when, and why we get 
what we want matters JUST AS 
MUCH as the thing we want.

Sometimes more. Sometimes 
much more.

Take another minute when you 
pray.

Take a minute to consider what 
journey God may have to take 
you on to deliver what you are 
asking for.

That should be a long minute.
The cost of ‘shipping and han-
dling’ whatever we have in our 
cart often leads us to realize we 
don’t want the thing in our cart 
that badly.

Think about the shipping & han-
dling.

Think about what you ask for. Be 
purposeful, clear, and intent in 
your prayers.

God IS listening.

A company recently placed a classi-
fied ad for a Director of Operations 
position and posted it online and in 
newspapers. Though 2.7 million saw 
the ad, only 24 people inquired. The 
interviews were conducted via web-
cam, where the interviewer details 
the requirements and benefits:

1. 135+ hours each week.
2. No breaks
3. Preferred degrees: 
    Medicine/finance/
   culinary arts
4. No vacations/workload 
    increases during the 
    holidays
5. No pay

The applicants responded to this job 
with adjectives such as “insane” and 
“inhumane.” The interviewer then 
shared that there are billions who 
currently hold this position: Moms.

This Sunday May 12th is Mother’s 
Day. In fact, it will be the best Moth-
er’s Day in our nation’s history. The 
holiday began with Anna Jarvis as a 

way to remember her own mother, 
the wife of a Methodist minister in 
Grafton, West Virginia. Her mother, 
Ann Reeves Jarvis, had created 
“Mother’s Day Work Clubs” to help 
women care properly for their chil-
dren. After the Civil War, she orga-
nized “Mother’s Friendship Day,” at 
which mothers met with Union and 
Confederate veterans to encourage 
reconciliation.

Ann Reeves Jarvis died in 1905. Two 
years later, in 1908, her daughter 
held a memorial service for her on 
the second Sunday in May, the day 
she had died. The church was filled 
with 500 carnations, her mother’s fa-
vorite flower.

Anna Jarvis was so moved by the 
service that she started a letter-writ-
ing campaign to establish a formal 
holiday honoring mothers. In 1910, 
West Virginia officially recognized 
“Mother’s Day.” In 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the law 
making Mother’s Day, the second 
Sunday in May, a national holiday.

Ironically, the day quickly became 
too commercialized for its founder’s 
taste. Anna Jarvis spent her latter 
years trying to remove the holiday 
from the American calendar, and 
spent most of her personal wealth 
on legal fees fighting against profi-
teers who used Mother’s Day to sell 
their goods.

Motherhood has never been more 
challenging, nor more significant. 
Our children face temptations un-
known to any previous generation, 
but a mother’s influence is still pow-
erful. For instance, Abraham Lincoln 
was convinced that “no man is poor 
who has a godly mother.”

In terms of influence, every day is 
Mother’s Day. Children are our only 
eternal possession. These facts make 
motherhood the highest calling and 
greatest responsibility. If you’re a 
mother, will you seek God’s strength 
today? If you’re not, will you encour-
age someone who is?

The worlds ToughesT job

COmPLImENTS
People wonder why I give so many 
compliments to strangers. I’m not 
being fake. And I’m not looking for 
people to like me. But if I pass some-
one and I liked something I say it. 
Love those shoes! or- great hair! Or- 
Wow your eyes are beautiful. Why? 
Because life is hard and this world 
can be a rough place, and people 
can be mean.

You never know how much those few 
words will mean to someone. You 
never know what trouble they may 
be going through. And when you put 
positivity out there into the universe 
you yourself become a happier per-
son. It’s hard to be nice and be mis-
erable yourself. It’ll reflect from the 
outside in.

I’m telling you random compliment 
giving will change your life. And 
maybe someone else’s too.

god could not be in every place
with loving hands to help erase
The teardrops from each baby’s face,
and so he thought of mother.
he could not send us here alone
and leave us to a fate unknown;
without providing for his own,
The outstretched arms of mother.
god could not watch us night an day
and kneel beside our crib to pray,
or kiss our little aches away;
and so he sent us mother.
and when our childhood days 

began,
he simply could not take command.
That’s why he placed our tiny hand
Securely into mother’s.
The days of youth slipped quickly by.
Life’s sun rose higher in the sky.
full grown were we yet ever nigh
To love us still was mother.
and when life’s span of years shall end,
i know that god will gladly send,
To welcome home her child again,
That ever-faithful mother.

MOTHER
By george W. Wiseman

Common sense is not a gift,
it’s a punishment. Because 

you have to deal with 
everyone who doesn’t have it.

Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the Unit-
ed States for remembering the people who 
died while serving in the country’s Armed 
Forces. The holiday, which is observed every 
year on the last Monday of May, was formerly 
known as Decoration Day and originated af-
ter the American Civil War to commemorate 
the Union and Confederate soldiers who died 
in the war. By the 20th century, Memorial Day 
had been extended it to honor all Americans 
who died while in the military service. It typi-
cally marks the start of the summer vacation 
season, while Labor Day marks its end.

Many people visit cemeteries and memori-
als, particularly to honor those who have died 
in military service. Many volunteers place 
an American flag on each grave in national 
cemeteries. Annual decoration days for par-
ticular cemeteries are held on a Sunday in 
late spring or early summer and some rural 
areas of the American South, notably in the 
mountain areas. In cases involving a family 

graveyard where remote ancestors as well 
as those who were deceased more recently 
are buried, this may take on the character of 
an extended family reunions to which some 
people travel hundreds of miles. People 
gather on the designated day and put flowers 
on graves and renew contacts with relatives 
and others.

There often is a religious service and a 
picnic-like “dinner on the ground,” the tradi-
tional term for a potluck meal in which people 
used to spread the dishes out on sheets or 
tablecloths on the grass. It is believed that 
this practice began before the American Civil 
War and thus may reflect the real origin of the 
“Memorial Day” idea.

Memorial Day is not to be confused with Vet-
erans Day; Memorial Day is a day of remem-
bering the men and women who died while 
serving, while Veterans Day celebrates the 
service of all U.S. military veterans.

mEmORIaL Day
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“Character is, for the most part, simply habit become fixed.” -C.H. Parkhurst

CANE CREEK COMMUNITY CLUB
The blessings of this Easter 
season were enjoyed as the 
Cane Creek Community Club 
met April 10 at the Wilma 
Rains home. The meeting was 
called to order with the Pledge 
to the Flag. 

Nancy Wujcik chose the de-
votional, “Easter: It’s All About 
Me” as Christ died for you 
and me. The roll call was an-
swered by ways we had done 
unpleasant jobs using mind-
fulness some of which we had 
learned last ninth. 

Marie Boxx’s interesting pro-
gram was about the traditions 
and meaning of Easter.

A short business meeting fol-
lowed with Glenda Phillips re-
porting on delivery of donated 
items to Great Circle Chil-
dren’s Home. Nancy reported 
on her enjoyable visits to 2 

residents at Cedargate. 

It was decided for each to 
bring decoration flowers to be 
placed on graves of husbands 
of those who had moved away 
and would not be able to do so 
such as Lavern Whalen and 
Helen Sparkman Brandt.

Marie led a game recalling 
names of cars from hints such 
as a rock in New England. The 
meeting was closed by read-
ing the club collect as our 
prayer, followed by lunch and 
lots of conversation.

The next meeting will be held 
May 8 at Wilma’s home with 
Glenda providing the devo-
tional, Nancy the program, 
and members answering roll 
call with their most loved child-
hood memory.
 Reporter Nancy Wujcik

From 
Sunny Skidmore 

at KLID radio

Dr. Assa had a lot to say 
about garlic.

Dr. Assa’s show is 
8 to 9 p.m. 

Monday through Friday on 
KLID 1340 a.m.

Garlic is anti fungal and anti-
bacteria.

It can kill salmonella and eco-
li. It can get rid of warts and 
fungus or nails. Garlic is great 
to clean your arteries and 
reduce blood pressure and 
helps against diabetes and 
is at a Cholesterol regulation 
and is good for the heart ( the 
cardiovascular system ). 

If you can’t get the fresh or 
dried use garlic powder a 
product of USA. 

And a few more things.
It boost the immune system 
and improves brain function, 
promotes longevity, improves 
physical performance, helps 
keep bones strong combats 
allergies, helps with diges-
tion and will provide relief for 
toothaches.

This information is not to take 
in place of your medical doc-
tor’s advice.

Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

RESIDENTIAL  COMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR HEATING AND COOLING NEEDS!

WE SERVICE AND REPAIR ALL BRANDS!
573 785 9019

 THE AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB
The Agee Community Club 
met at the home of hostess 
Nadine Johnson on April 10th, 
2019. Club President Cathy 
Womack opened the meeting 
with the ladies repeating the 
club motto, “When the heart 
is full of love the world is full 
of beauty”, followed by Wom-
ack offering the invocation.

The ladies updated Womack 
on things that she had missed 
from the previous club meet-
ing. Devotional was read by 
Nickey Orton from Ephesians 
3:1-6. Secretary and Trea-
surers reports were given by 
Jeanie Figgins, there was no 
old or new business at this 
time. Figgins will be the host-
ess for May. 

The lesson was given by 
Johnson from the Black River 
Times, and she gave each 

lady a copy in which to follow 
along, the lesson was “40 Old 
Fashioned Skills that Kids 
need to know today”. Each 
lady read a quote that was 
found around the edges of 
each page. 

A poem was read from the 
book of poetry given to each 
lady from belated honorary 
club member Orel Smith ti-
tled, “The Sweetest Thing”. 

Bingo was played for door 
prizes, Figgins won three 
games and Orton won one. 
Each lady was given a bright 
dishtowel and matching Eas-
ter egg with candy inside by 
Womack. 

The ladies dismissed with the 
club motto, “Be Still and Know 
that I am God, Psalms 46:10
 Jeanie Figgins

Lake Land College in illinois put up 
two giant wind turbines, thinking 
they could generate $44,000 worth 
of electricity each year.

But they blew through a quarter of 
a million on maintenance repairs, 
and another $100,000 when light-
ning struck one of the turbines. 
and they only generated $8,500 
worth of electricity each year. The 
turbine project is being abandoned.

And why should you care? Be-
cause the entire project was fund-
ed by government grants. So you 
the taxpayers are out $987,697.20

aNOThER 
uNSuSTaINaBLE 

“SuSTaINaBLE ENERGy” 
PROjECT . . .R.I.P. America !!! You went soft on 

discipline. You raised the cost of 
living so high that both parents are 
always at work, rather than spend-
ing time with their children. 

You took God out of schools. Par-
ents were told “No you can’t disci-
pline your kids.” Kids have rights 
blah, blah, blah. 

Well. America!! You shall reap 
what you sow, we have lost genera-
tions of offspring that have turned 
into selfish, disrespectful brats who 
have no respect for people, prop-
erty or authority! 

Things need to change! Ya think ?

John C. King
Independent Agent

Medicare • Supplement  •  Life • Health • Term Life
Nursing Home Care • Critical Illness

Local: (573) 300-5088     
email: kingjohn742@gmail.com

2519 High St., Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

Guaranteed issue life insurance

LOL
Yesterday I wore
something from
5 years ago and
it actually fit!! 

So proud of myself.

It was a scarf.
But still. Let’s 

be  positive here.

“a mother is the truest 
friend we have, when tri-
als, heavy and sudden, 
fall upon us; when ad-
versity takes the place of 
prosperity; when friends 
who rejoice with us in our 
sunshine, desert us when 
trouble thicken around us, 

still will she cling to us, and 
endeavor by her kind pre-
cepts and counsels to dis-
sipate the clouds of dark-
ness, and cause peace to 
return to our hearts.”
 ~Washington Irving
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“Practice is the best of all instructors.” -Publilius Syrus
“It’s a bend in the road not the end of the road...unless you fail to m

ake the turn.” -John C. M
axw

ell

Use a knife to scrap the skin for a few minutes to remove impurities. Rinse pork belly stab and pat dry with paper 
towels. Holding a small knife in a stabbing action, make short diagonal slits with the tip of the knife on the surface 
of the skin (but not cutting into the meat) at random. In a small bowl and rub the marinade all over the meat portion 
only. If any marinade gets on the skin, rub it off with a paper towel. Rub 1 tsp salt on the skin. Place pork belly on 
a plate, uncovered, skin side up and let it marinade for a few hours or preferably overnight in the refrigerator. The 
purpose is to dry the skin thoroughly and also to allow the marinade to seep into the meat. When ready to roast, first 
place a ramekin in the center of a semi-deep roasting tray (I am using a bread tin). Fill the tray with some water and 
place the pork belly on the ramekin. Be careful not to let the skin get wet, if that happens, pat dry with paper towel. 
Bake the pork belly at preheated oven of 220°C (430°F) for 30 minutes to get the blistering on the skin started. By 
this time, the skin will be softened and you can see some blistering on the skin. Using a bamboo skewer, poke as 
many holes as you can on the portion of the skin which is still soft. Return pork belly and roast at 200°C (395°F) for 
another 90 minutes, or until the skin is roasted to crispy perfection. At every 30 minutes interval, top up the water in 
the tray and poke holes with a bamboo skewer on the portion of the skin which is still soft. Place the cooked pork 
on a wire rack and allow the meat to rest for about 15 minutes before cutting. Scrape off charred areas from the 
skin, if any, with a knife. Place the meat on a chopping board, skin side down. Slice a strip of pork, and further cut 
the strip to smaller, bite-sized pieces.

1. Wash, peel, and cut the potatoes into one-inch cubes. Place the potatoes in a large pot, cover with 
water, and bring to a boil. Boil the potatoes until they are very tender and fall apart when pierced with a 
fork (about 10 minutes). Drain the potatoes in a colander.
2. While the potatoes are cooking, prepare the cabbage. Remove any damaged outer leaves, then cut it 
in half. In one half Cut the cabbage into quarters, then remove the core. Cut each of the quarters in half 
once again, then cut crosswise into thin strips. Also mince the garlic and slice the green onions.
3. After removing the potatoes from the pot, add 4 Tbsp butter, the minced garlic, and the sliced green 
onions (I reserved a few to sprinkle over top at the end). Sauté the garlic and onions over medium heat 
for 1-2 minutes, or just until the garlic begins to soften.
4. Add the shredded cabbage and chicken broth to the pot. Place a lid on top and let the broth come up 
to a boil. Let the cabbage cook in the simmering broth, stirring every few minutes, until it has wilted and 
become tender. The volume of the cabbage will shrink quite a bit as it cooks. Cook until the thicker white 
pieces begin to become transparent (about 10-12 minutes).
5.Once the cabbage is tender, add the drained potatoes back to the pot along with the milk and some 
freshly cracked pepper. Mash the potatoes until everything is well combined. Season with salt to taste.
Serve warm.

1. Heat oil in a deep fryer or deep heavy skillet to 365°F (185°C).
2. Warm gravy in saucepan or microwave.
3. Place the fries into the hot oil, and cook until light brown, 
about 5 minutes.
4. Remove to a paper towel lined plate to drain.
5. Place the fries on a serving platter, and sprinkle the cheese 
over them.
6. Ladle gravy over the fries and cheese, and serve immediately.

In a 5-quart slow cooker, combine meat, onion, bar-
becue sauce, brown sugar, and water; mix well. Stir in 
remaining ingredients and cover.

Cook on HIGH 4 hours or on LOW 6 hours.

Crispy Roasted Pork Belly

Colcannon Canadian Poutine

Crockpot BBQ Beans
3 lbs. pork belly uncut slab 1 tsp sea salt water

For the marinade:
1 tsp sea salt   1/2 tbsp five-spice powder       1/4 tsp white pepper powder

3 lbs russet potatoes 
4 Tbsp butter 
2 cloves garlic
1/2 head cabbage 
   (6-8 cups shredded) 

Salt and pepper to taste
1/2 cup chicken broth* 
1/2 cup whole milk 
4 green onions

1 quart vegetable oil 
   (for frying)
1 (10 1/4 ounce) can 
    beef gravy

5 medium potatoes, 
   cut into fries
2 cups cheese curds (or any 
shredded cheese)

1/2 pound ground chuck 
1/2 cup chopped onion
1 1/2 cups barbecue sauce 
1/2 cup water
1/3 cup packed light brown 
      sugar
1 (15-ounce) can kidney 
    beans, drained

1 (15-1/2-ounce) can butter 
    beans, drained
1 (16-ounce) can pork and 
    beans, not drained
1/2 cup crumbled cooked 
   bacon



“Courage is grace under pressure.” -Ernest Hemingway
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1. B 
2. C 
3. a. 
4. C 
5. B 

6.   a 
7.   B 
8.   D 
9.   C 
10. a

BIBLE quIz 
ANSWERS

723 HWY 53 (across from Cash Saver)
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
PH.# 573-785-EASY

573-785-3279

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!

For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We Offer:
Payday Loans

We have the money you need NOW 
 in less than 30 minutes.

May 18

when i was in grade 7, i used to ask a 
lot of questions!

one day, i asked my english Teacher, 
“why do we ignore some letters in 
pronunciation e.g. the letter h in hour, 
honour etc ? My english Teacher said, 
“we are not ignoring them; they’re 
considered silent.”

(i was even more confused )

During the lunch break, my Teacher 
gave me her packed lunch and asked 
me to heat it in the Cafeteria. i ate all 
the food and returned her the empty 
container ! My english Teacher: “what 
happened? i told you to go and heaT 

my food, you are returning me an emp-
ty container.”

i replied, “Madam, i thought the ‘h’ 
was silent.”

Just being a kid

No matter how long you have traveled in 
the wrong direction, you can always turn 

around.
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We serve Missouri and Arkansas
BBB Accredited
Start with Trust,

Check us out with your BBB
bbb.org

Watkins Agency
The coverage you need, Service you deserve

We have a wide variety of insurance plans to meet your needs,
whether you are looking for Medicare assistance, life-insurance,

cancer insurance, or a prescription plan. We team up with several
major companies to bring you the highest quality insurance coverage.

Medicare supplements 
Cancer Insurance
Hearing Insurance
Dental and Vision

Medicare part D
Prescription plans

Life insurance
Final experiences

105 Smith Dr. • Doniphan, Mo.
1-800-538-1494

We do house calls!
Monday to Friday

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Bill Gates recently gave a speech at 
a High School about 11 things they 
did not and will not learn in school. 
He talks about how feel-good, po-
litically correct teachings created a 
generation kids with no concept of 
reality and how this concept set them 
up for FAILURE in the real world.

Rule 1: Life is not fair – get used 
to it!
Rule 2: The world won’t care about 
your self-esteem. The world will ex-
pect you to accomplish something 
BEFORE you feel good about your-
self.
Rule 3: You will NOT make 
$60,000 a year right out of high 
school. You wont’ be a vice-president 
with a car phone until you earn both.
Rule 4: If you think your teacher is 
tough, wait till you get a boss.
Rule 5: Flipping burgers is not be-
neath your dignity. Your Grandpar-
ents had a different word for burger 
flipping; they called it opportunity.
Rule 6: If you mess up, it’s not your 
parents’ fault, so don’t whine bout 
your mistakes, learn from them.
Rule 7: Before you were born, your 

parents weren’t as boring as they are 
now. They got that way from paying 
your bills, cleaning your clothes and 
listening to you talk about how cool 
you thought you were.

So before you save the rain forest 
from the parasites of your parent’s 
generation, try delousing the closet 
in you own room.
Rule 8: Your school may have done 
way with winners and losers, but life 
HAS NOT. In some schools, they 
have abolished failing grades and 
they’ll give you as MANY TIMES 
as you want to get the right answer. 
This doesn’t bear the slightest resem-
blance to ANYTHING in real life.
Rule 9: Life is not divided in semes-
ters. You don’t get semesters off and 
very few employers are interested 
in helping you FIND YOURSELF. Do 
that on your own time.
Rule 10: Television is NOT real life. 
In real life people actually have to 
leave the coffee shop and go
to jobs.
Rule 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances 
are you’ll end up working for one.

if TruTh be said
“Nobody has a right to serve in the 
Military. Nobody! what makes you 
people think the Military is an equal 
opportunity employer? it is very far 
from it - and for good reasons - let me 
cite a few.

The Military uses prejudice regularly 
and consistently to deny citizens from 
joining for being too old or too young, 
too fat or too skinny, too tall or too 
short. Citizens are denied for having 
flat feet, or for missing or additional 
fingers.”

he went on to explain: “By the way, 
poor eyesight will disqualify you, as 
well as bad teeth. Malnourished? Drug 

addiction? Bad back? Criminal histo-
ry? Low iQ? anxiety? phobias? hear-
ing damage? Six arms? hear voices 
in your head? Self-identification as a 
unicorn? Need a special access ramp 
for your wheelchair? Can’t run the 
required course in the required time? 
Can’t do the required number of push-
ups? Not really a morning person? and 
refuse to get out of bed before noon? 
all can be legitimate reasons for denial.

The Military has one job: winning 
war. anything else is a distraction and 
a liability. Did someone just scream, 
that isn’t fair? war is VerY unfair, 
there are no exceptions made for be-
ing special or challenged or socially 

wonderful. You must change yourself 
to meet Military standards and not the 
other way around.

i say again: You don’t change the Mili-
tary - you must change yourself. The 
Military is not about being fair, it is 
about taking advantage of others and 
about winning. The Military doesn’t 
need to accommodate anyone with 
special issues. The Military needs to 
win wars and keep our Country safe - 
perioD! if any of your personal issues 
are a liability that detract from readi-
ness, Thank you for applying and good 
luck in future endeavors.

any other questions?

TREY gOWdY TEllS IT lIkE IT IS

A Mothers Promise
My promise to my children – as long as 
I live

I am your Parent 1st – your Friend 2nd. 

I will stalk you, flip out on you, lecture 
you, drive you insane, be your worst 
nightmare & hunt you down like a blood-
hound when needed because I LOVE 
YOU!

When you understand that, I will know 
you are a responsible adult. You will 
NEVER find someone who loves, prays, 
cares, & worries about you more than I 
do!

If you don’t hate me once in your life I am 
not doing my job properly.

grandpa, some ninety plus 
years, sat feebly on the patio 
bench. he didn’t move, just sat 
with his head down staring at 
his hands. when i sat down be-
side him he didn’t acknowledge 
my presence and the longer i 
sat, i wondered if he was oK. 

finally, not really wanting to 
disturb him but wanting to 
check on him at the same time, 
i asked him if he was oK. he 
raised his head and looked at 
me and smiled. “Yes, i’m fine. 
Thank you for asking,” he said 
in a clear strong voice. “i didn’t 
mean to disturb you, grandpa, 
but you were just sitting here 
staring at your hands and i 
wanted to make sure you were 
oK,” i explained to him. “have 
you ever looked at your hands,” 
he asked. “i mean really looked 
at your hands?” 

i slowly opened my hands and 
stared down at them. i turned 
them over, palms up and then 

palms down. No, i guess i 
had never really looked at my 
hands as i tried to figure out the 
point he was making. grandpa 
smiled and related this story: 

“Stop and think for a moment 
about the hands you have, 
how they have served you well 
throughout your years. These 
hands, though wrinkled, shriv-
eled, and weak have been the 
tools i have used all my life to 
reach out and grab and em-
brace life. They put food in my 
mouth and clothes on my back. 
as a child my mother taught 
me to fold them in prayer. They 
tied my shoes and pulled on my 
boots. 

They have been dirty, scraped 
and raw, swollen and bent. 
They were uneasy and clumsy 
when i tried to hold my new-
born son. Decorated with my 
wedding band they showed the 
world that i was married and 
loved someone special. They 

trembled and shook when i 
buried my parents and spouse 
and walked my daughter down 
the aisle. They have covered 
my face, combed my hair, and 
washed and cleansed the rest of 
my body. 

They have been sticky and wet, 
bent and broken, dried and 
raw. and to this day, when not 
much of anything else of me 
works real well, these hands 
hold me up, lay me down, and 
again continue to fold in prayer. 
These hands are the mark of 
where i’ve been and the rug-
gedness of my life. 

But more importantly it will be 
these hands that god will reach 
out and take when he leads me 
home. and with my hands he 
will lift me to his side and there 
i will use these hands to touch 
the face of Christ.” i will never 
look at my hands the same 
again.

gRANdPA’S HANdS
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