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Pearls in Black river
In 1897, a pearling boom struck Black River and Butler County when Dr. J. H. Meyers 
of Black Rock on Black River in northern Arkansas found a fourteen grain fine luster 
pearl in the river. Many pearls were eventually found in Black River, some of which 
were sold to women as far away as London and Paris.

Even up into the Twentieth Century pearls were still occasionally found in the river. 
The “Daily Republican” of October 3, 1911, reported the discovery of an eighty-five 
grain, pale pink pearl in Black River just south of Poplar Bluff which sold for $1,300, 
(that would be $30,000 in today’s market). On December 29,1911, another find was re-
ported, a twenty grain pearl of unusual beauty, which was worth about $500, ($11,500 
in today’s market).

Shells found in the Poplar Bluff area were at one time kept and shipped on steam-
boats to button factories. There was one of these factories in Corning, Arkansas, 
where a machine reamed out up to ninety buttons from one food-sized shell. The 
wastes of the shells were then used to pave the streets of Corning. 

An article in the “Daily Republican” on August 11, 1911, reported the opening of the 
Black River Pearl Button Company in Poplar Bluff.

Black River was, indeed, the scene of many activities during the early days in Poplar 
Bluff.
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Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-2023

or 877-785-2023
Walmart Supercenter is next to us!

We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Fairdealing, MO
Shawn Barker
Owner
Phone (573) 660-2855

I grew up with practical parents. A moth-
er, God love her, who washed aluminum 
foil after she cooked in it, then reused it. 
She was the original recycle queen be-
fore they had a name for it. A father who 
was happier getting old shoes fixed than 
buying new ones.

Their marriage was good, their dreams 
focused. Their best friends lived barely a 
wave away.

I can see them now, Dad in trousers, tee 
shirt and a hat and Mom in a house dress, 
lawn mower in one hand, and dish-tow-
el in the other. It was the time for fixing 
things. A curtain rod, the kitchen radio, 
screen door, the oven door, the hem in a 
dress. Things we keep.

It was a way of life, and sometimes it made 
me crazy. All that re-fixing, eating, renew-
ing, I wanted just once to be wasteful. 
Waste meant affluence. Throwing things 
away meant you knew there’d always be 
more.

But then my mother died, and on that 
clear summer’s night, in the warmth of 
the hospital room, I was struck with the 

pain of learning that sometimes there 
isn’t any more.

Sometimes, what we care about most 
gets all used up and goes away... never to 
return... So... While we have it... it’s best 
we love it... And care for it... And fix it 
when it’s broken... And heal it when it’s 
sick.

This is true. For marriage... And old cars... 
And children with bad report cards... And 
dogs with bad hips... And aging parents... 
And grandparents. We keep them because 
they are worth it, because we are worth it.

Some things we keep. Like a best friend 
that moved away or a classmate we grew 
up with.

There are just some things that make life 
important, like people we know who are 
special... And so, we keep them close!

I received this from someone who thinks 
I am a ‘keeper’, so I thought you should 
have the opportunity to read it.

 Donna V. Chestnut

A KEEPER

Christian One Liners
1. Don’t let your wor-
ries get the best of you; 
remember, Moses start-
ed out as a basket case.

2. some people are 
kind, polite and sweet-
spirited until you try to 
sit in their pews.

3. Many folks want to 
serve God, but only as 
advisors.

4. the good Lord didn’t 
create anything without 
a purpose, but mosqui-
tioes come close.

5. When you get to your 
wit’s end, you’ll find God 
lives there.

6. People are funny; 
they want the front of the 
bus, middle of the raod, 
and back of the church

7. Opportunity may 
knock once, but tempta-
tion bangs on the front 
door forever.

8. Quit griping about 
your church; if it was 
perfect, you couldn’t 
belong.

9. We’re called to be 
witnesses, not lawyers 
or Judges.

10. God himself doesn’t 
propose to judge a man 
until he is dead. so why 
should you?

11. some minds are like 
concrete thoroughly 
mixed up and perma-
nently set.

12. Peace starts with a 
smile.

13. Don’t know why some 
people change church-
es; what difference does 
it make which one you 
stay home from?

14. Be ye fishers of men. 
You can catch ‘em – he’ll 
clean ‘em.

15. Don’t put a question 
mark where God put a 
period.

16. Don’t wait for 6 
strong men to take you 
to church.

17. Forbidden fruits cre-
ate many jams.

18. God loves everyone, 
but probably prefers 
“fruits of the spirt” over 
“religious nuts”!

19. if God is your Co-pilot, 
swap seats.

20. Don’t give God 
instructions, just report 
for duty!

21. the Will of God never 
takes you to where the 
Grace of God will not 
protect you.

22. the best mathmati-
cal equation i have ever 
seen: 1 cross + 3 nails = 
4 given.



 across:
3. “What’s the story,_____?” sing  
 the children of PBSin this series  
 to this Jack Russell Terrier.
6. Nick and Nora’s dog in THE THIN  
 MAN.
7. Doc Browns’s dog in the movie  
 “Back to the Future”.
8. This Bulldog is the Mississippi  
 State University mascot.
11. Garfield’s house hold nemesis.
13. Hagar’s dog in the comic strip  
 “Hagar the Horrible”.
14. Formerly known as Spot, this  
 Bull Terrier is the official mascot  
 of Target.
15. This American Bulldog also 
 appeared in the movie   
 “Homeward Bound”.
18. Scooby-Doo’s nephew? (2  
 words)
20. Mascot of the Georgia Bulldogs.
22. “The Simpsons” family dog, found
 at the racetrack. (3 words)
26. This Great Dane is famous for  
 getting into trouble in the comics.
27. You’d find this dog riding with  
 Shaggy and the res of the gang  
 in the Mystery Machine. (2  words)
29. Frasier’s dad, Martin Crane,  
 owned a Jack Russell Terrier who
 went by this name.
31. Taco Bell chihuahua.
33. Elle Wood’s chihuahua in the  
 movie “Legally Blonde”.
34. Tintin’s companion
35. In books written by Beverly  
 Cleary, Henry Huggins had this  
 pup as his best friend.

Down:
1. Mascot of Texas A&M University.
2. This dog belonged to Little
 Orphan Annie.
4. Charlie Brown’s dog.
5. This Labrador Retriever serves  
 as a mascot for Michigan State  
 University. (4 words)

9. Old Dan and ________ were  
 the two dogs who were the 
 highlight of the book, “Where the  
 Red Fern Grows.”. (2 words)
10. This Basset hound has a comic  
 strip named after him. (2 words)
12. The family dog in “Mad About  
 You” television series.
16. This dog terrorized a mother and  
 son, trapping them in their car,
 in one of Stephen Kings’ horror  
 movies.
17. Famous Bud Light dog from the  
 80’s. (2 words)
19. The Little Rascals made this  
 American Staffordshire Terrier  
 their best friend.
21. George S. Patton’s Bull Terrier.

23. This Golden Retriever starred in  
 the movie “Homeward Bound”.
24. Dorothy’s dog, who accompanied  
 her to the Land of Oz.
25. In the Sunday comic section,  
 this comic was Mother Goose  
 and _____, who was her dog.
26. This Bloodhound told you to  
 “Take a bite out of crime”.
28.This 25 foot tall dog is known as  
 “______, The Big Red Dog”, a  
 childrens favorite.
30. Sargent Snorkel’s pet in Beetle  
 Bailey.
32. The Jetson’s family dog.
33. Air Bud’s golden retriever. 
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Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored. ~ A
ldous H

uxley (1894-1963), “Proper Studies”, 1927
100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com

1626 S. 11th Street 
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!
We have the money you need NOW 
       in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We Offer:
Payday Loans

The FirST OF MAny LOng WALkS

Abruptly awoken I was by the sharp, cold kiss of the mid-autumn 
breeze while napping after my second non-decaf. I soon began 
brainstorming a monologue of the ages, but decided against my 
mindless blabbering and sending of invitations to a pity-party when 
I remembered I hated the local coast and every recipient would 
want to swim. My own misery was no one’s fault but my own; I won’t 
drag you into this-after all, the wooden floorboards needed not 
another set of drag-marks (that is another tale entirely of its own.)

My dimly-sunlit walk along the cobblestones began at 0613 
Tuesday morning. I found it a bit chillier than normal in this small 
New England town, but the weather is not up to me. The problems 
that I face day to day are not of concern to an average person nor 
what they might be accustomed to. The most street-savvy entity 
wouldn’t even begin to try and understand my mind. They had 
their chance at life-but no longer.

I arrived, finally. My spot. My Sanctuary-no one’s but mine. How 
I found this spot so perfect aside from all others you may wonder. 
Why I chose this spot so particularly you may ask.  I have the 
tendency to drift away along the stream of consciousness flowing 
through my mind. I sometimes gasp for air from the sensation 
of drowning in the amount of self-proclaimed brilliance washing 
away inside of me.

My fingertips digging into the monumental stone as if I had super-
human strength and it would crush into my chapped hands. I 
knew she wasn’t hiding inside. She was further down, six feet to be 
exact-even if she never left my heart.
 Colby Chase

the aGee COMMunitY CLuB

Adversity
My brother, Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work,

That ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing
                                                        James 1 : 2-4,  KJV

the agee Community Club 
met at ryan’s on Wednesday, 
February 26th, 2014. 

Cathy Womack, club president 
was hostess this month and 
called the meeting to order with 
the ladies repeating the club 
motto. nickey Orton offered the 
invocation. nadine Johnson 
read the devotional from 1 
Corinthians 13:1-8, the love 
chapter. roll call was answered 
by the ladies telling about their 
memories of valentine days.

Jeanie Figgins read the secre-
tary and treasurers report, old 
business was discussed and 
new business is in planning. 

the lesson was given on the 
club history. each lady was 
given a copy of the Black river 
times, and special note was 
made that our clubs report 
was published there. We thank 
them for doing this for us. 

nadine Johnson had a reading 
from the internet called, “God 
Bless our Warriors, Keep them 
safe”.  author unknown, she 
also gave each lady a page 
from the Journal Banner that 
had the story of sam a. Baker 
and that history. 

Jeanie Figgins gave each lady 
an informative page to put on 
the refrigerator that tells what 

foods are alkaline and which 
are acidic, that helps us to 
make wiser food choices and 
prevent illness.

instead of a door prize this 
month, each lady was given a 
valentine heart, with a small 
bag of candy attached.

Birthday cards were given to 
nadine Johnson and Jeanie 
Figgins. 

a Get well card was signed and 
delivered to another member 
who was in the hospital. 

hostess for March will be 
Jeanie Figgins. the ladies dis-
missed with the club collect. 
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Loans from
$250 - $3,500

(All loans subject to our Liberal Credit Policy)

Come see 

Cathy, Melissa, 

Tim & Krista today!

Cathy Sisson
Manager

760 S. Westwood Blvd.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-5400

LOAN
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Phone: 307-391-0464

573-727-9180 (leave message)

www.jewelryincandles.com/store/debmills

Deb Mills 
Independent Rep

1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM

I only know the names of two angels, Hark and 
Harold. -Gregory, 5

Everybody’s got it all wrong. Angels don’t wear 
halos anymore. I forget why, but scientists are 
working on it. -Olive, 9

It’s not easy to become an angel! First, you die. 
Then you go to Heaven, and then there’s still the 
flight training to go through. And then you got to 
agree to wear those angel clothes. -Matthew, 9

Angels work for God and watch over kids when 
God has to go do something else. -Mitchell, 7

My guardian angel helps me with math, but he’s 
not much good for science. -Henry, 8

Angels don’t eat, but they drink milk from Holy 
Cows!!! -Jack, 6

Angels talk all the way while they’re flying you up 
to heaven. The main subject is where you went 
wrong before you got dead. -Daniel, 9

When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath 
and counts to ten. And when he lets out his 
breath, somewhere there’s a tornado. -Reagan, 10

Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his 
son, who’s a very good carpenter.
 -Jared, 8

Mention this ad and receive a FREE Beltone coffee mug!

Doug Wiles 
Hearing Care Practitioner

Helping the world hear better

Farmington, MO
1032 E. Karsch Blvd.

(573) 701-9015

Poplar Bluff, MO
1409 N. Westwood Blvd.

(573) 776-7800

AngeLS 
EXPLAINED 

BY CHILDREN

CitY FLOur MiLLs

in the 1870’s, soon after 
the railroad came to Poplar 
Bluff, J. W. Carmichael 
and e. n. Lovelace erect-
ed a mill on the south-
east corner of Fifth and 
Vine streets. the mill was 
originally built for grind-
ing corn, but the owners 
intended to add flouring 
machines later. Before 
the work was completed, 
Mr. Carmichael died and 
the mill was sold.

the flouring department 
was eventually complet-
ed, but the mill was not 
a success until it was 
sold again to hugh smith 
and sons, who made it 
a paying institution. the 
mill made three grades of 
flour and could produce 
about twenty- five barrels 
of flour a day.

BiDDinG On a JOB
three contractors are bidding to fix a broken fence at the White 
house in Washington, D.C.

One is from new Jersey, another from tennessee and the third, from 
Florida. they go with a White house Official to examine the fence.

the Florida contractor takes out a tape measure and does some 
measuring, then works some figures with a pencil.

“Well,” he says, “i figure the job will run about $900: $400 for 
materials, $400 for my crew and $100 profit for me.”

the tennessee contractor also does some measuring and figur-
ing then says, “i can do this job for $700: $300 for materials, $300 
for my crew and $100 profit for me.”

the new Jersey contractor doesn't measure or figure, but leans 
over to the White house official and whispers, “$2,700.” the official, 
incredulous, says, “You didn't even measure like the other guys! 
how did you come up with such a high figure?”

the new Jersey contractor whispers back, “$1000 for me, $1000 
for you , and we hire the guy from tennessee to fix the fence.” 
“Done!”, replies the government official. 

and that, my friends, is how it all works!
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Butler County 
sheriffs Department 

employee 
recognition

Poplar Bluff 
Fire Department 

employee 
recognition

road Officer James skinner
Deputy skinner graduated from the Police 
academy in Fresno, California in the spring of 
1996. he passed the Missouri test in October of 
2004 with a Class a license. he was hired as Fisk 
Marshall in February 2006. in september of 2008 
he was hired by Butler County as a road Deputy.

Contact Deputy skinner by email:
bc397@bcsheriff.com

Firefighter Joshua Buhler

the Poplar Bluff Fire Department is proud to an-
nounce the addition of Joshua Buhler to its ranks. 
Josh comes to us from sikeston Department of 
Public safety, he was born and raised in Poplar 
Bluff and graduated from PBhs and is a graduate 
of the Fire science Program at trC.
Josh is married to stacie (richardson) Buhler.

G
et the facts, or the facts w

ill get you. And when you get them
, get them

 right, or they w
ill get you w

rong. ~ D
r. Th

om
as Fuller (1654-1734), Gnom

ologia, 1732

If the truly 
wise stay 
quiet and 

only listen, 
then aren’t 
the people 

who are
talking stupid?

Gilman and reynolds stave Factor F.G. Oxley stave Company
h. D. Williams Cooperage Company

in the southern part of Poplar 
Bluff below the railroad yards, 
a stave factory was operated 
by the firm of Gilman, sprawl, 
and reynolds. in september, 
1883, Mr. sprawl sold his inter-
est, and the factory became 
known as the Gilman and 
reynolds stave Factory. the 
factory employed about sev-
enty-five persons and made 
whiskey, tierce, and pork bar-
rel staves, and shipped at 
least a railroad car of these 
staves each day.

the F. G. Oxley stave Company 
was the successor to the 
firm of Gilman and reynolds. 
Goodspeed’s 1888 “history 
of southeast Missouri” de-
scribed the Oxley stave 
Company, “the factory is per-
haps the largest of the kind in 
the state, and gives employ-
ment to more men than all the 
other industries in the town 
combined. the company pays 
for timber and expenses over 
$100,000 per year.”

this company later became 
the american stave and 
Coope-rage Company, and 
then the h. D. Williams 
Cooperage Company, said to 
be the largest plant of its 
kind in the world. it gave 
employment to hundreds of 
men who made and shipped 
the products to all parts of 
the world.

1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543 1st
Day of

SPRING!

MARCH
20TH
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Read by thousands each month!

advertise with the 

Black River Times
Call us at 573-300-9575

or email us at 
blackrivertimes@email.com

Black River Times

Your 
Business 
Could Be 
Featured 
Here!!!

G
en

er
al

ly
 th

e t
he

or
ie

s w
e b

el
ie

ve
 w

e c
al

l f
ac

ts
, a

nd
 th

e f
ac

ts
 w

e d
isb

el
ie

ve
 w

e c
al

l t
he

or
ie

s. 
~ 

Fe
lix

 C
oh

en

toll Free Phone 1-800-786-7221
audio teller 778-0190

toll Free audio teller 1-800-341-1816
www.pbfcu.org

Main Office
2438 Katy Lane
573-686-7221

Downtown
221 n. Fifth st.

686-9991

Va
VaMC

778-4606

M-F: 8:30 - 5:30
Sat: 9 - 12

Drive Up Window!

Compliments of
Gary Simmons, R. PH.

Whitney Chronister, Pharm. D.
Jim Dille, R. PH.

909 W. Pine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901(573) 785-0984

What is now Butler County 
was a favorite hunting 
ground of the Indians, and 
at a very early period in the 
history of Louisiana, a few 
white men resorted there 
for the same purpose. They 
would build a log hut, spend 
a season, perhaps, and then 
depart. In 1800, cabins of 
a more permanent char-
acter were built and hunt-
ers lengthened their visits, 
and, in 1805, some land 
was cleared and cultivated. 
Among the earliest set-
tlers were Messrs. Howard, 
Asher, Winn, Husky, Epps, 
Hudspeth, Kittrell, Bollinger, 
Lewis, Stephenson, McMurry, 
Brannum, Sandlin, Vandover 
and others.

The county was organized 
from a part of Wayne, Feb. 
27th, 1849, when almost 

all the land belonged to 
the government. For several 
years the taxes were chiefly 
paid in furs and peltries, 
there being little money in 
circulation.

At the close of the Civil War 
there were only 4 families 
residing in Poplar Bluff, and 
but few in the whole county. 
(--Campbell’s Gazetteer of 
Missouri, 1874, p.82.)

When organized the county 
was divided into two town-
ships, Black River and Otter 
Creek. In 1850 the county 
court made an order divid-
ing the county into four 
townships: Beaver Dam, in 
the southwest; Epps, in the 
northwest; Butler, in the 
southeast, and Mud Creek, 
in the northeast. A few 
months later the name of 

Mud Creek was changed to 
Black River, and at the same 
time Polk Township was 
formed from the southeast 
portion of the county. In 
1856 the Township of Ash 
Hills was established, and in 
1860 Thomas Township was 
added. 

In 1866 the townships were 
relocated and established 
under the following names: 
St. Francois, Black River, Cave 
Creek, Epps, Beaver Dam, 
Thomas, Gillis, Ash Hills and 
Poplar Bluff. In 1871 Thomas 
Township was divided, and 
Neely Township was formed. 
In 1866 Harviell Township 
was formed from a part of 
Beaver Dam.

(--Hist. of Southeast 
Missouri, 1888, Goodspeed, 
pp. 374, 375.) 

EARLy HISTORy OF POPLAR BLuFF

If I were a dictator… This 
would be my thinking…

I would do whatever I want 
to and take many vacations 
and golf almost every day.

If the politicians don’t do 
what I want, I have a pen 
that would never run out of 
ink and a phone that would 
have a battery that would 
never die.

If I don’t like the law I would 
change it to suit myself.

I would appoint whomever 
I wanted to without con-
sulting anyone regardless of 
their qualifications.

With my Executive powers 
I would make up Laws until 
I was giddy, and have my 
buddies declare them valid.

I would have the NSA spy 
on all the citizens and other 
governments.

I would use my executive 
powers to raise the mini-
mum wage regardless of the 
consequences.

I would have the powers 
that be create a no limit on 
my spending ceiling and no 
stipulations! 

The people under my juris-
diction would do things my 

way. All others would suf-
fer.

If I make any mistakes I will 
have the news media spin 
the story so that it looks like 
I did the right thing!

And half my subjects that 
surely Love me would be 
happy with the gifts I give 
them, and feel good about 
the stories I tell them.

So back off, I’m only a few 
steps away from achieving 
my goal.

Author ----- -----

What is on the other side?
A sick man turned to his doc-
tor as he was preparing to 
leave the examination room 
and said, “Doctor, I am afraid 
to die. Tell me what lies on 
the other side.” 

Very quietly, the doctor said, 
“I don’t know…”. “You don’t 
know? You’re a Christian 
man, and you don’t know 
what’s on the other side?”

The doctor was holding the 
handle of the door; on the 
other side came a sound of 
scratching and whining. As 
he opened the door, a dog 
sprang into the room and 
leaped on him with an eager 
show of gladness.

Turning to the patient, the 
doctor said, “Did you notice 
my dog? He’s never been in 
this room before. He didn’t 

know what was inside. He 
knew nothing except that his 
master was here, and when 
the door opened, he sprang 
in without fear.

I know little of what is on the 
other side of death, but I do 
now one thing… I know my 
Master is there and that is 
enough.”
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HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
Paul Woods

D
elete the adjectives and [you’ll] have the facts. ~ H

arper Lee (1926- )

Following the annual fanfare with 
the groundhogs in Pennsylvania and 
Georgia I heard a news reporter 
declare “I hate groundhogs” dur-
ing one of the early morning shows 
on TV. I wish that I could have 
contacted her to let her know that 
the groundhogs have nothing to do 
with the weather. It is an annual 
show and brings attention to the 
coming spring. There is a bigger 
show made out of the Pennsylvania 
event. And Phil the groundhog that 
is used there seems to enjoy the 
attention. To the best of my memory, 
regardless whether the groundhogs 
see their shadows on February 2 
each year, we will still have six more 
weeks of winter weather.

This year, with the ice and snow 
along with bitter cold, there was 
more attention paid to those events 
and as I write this column, I worked 
outside with fewer clothes that I 
normally do this part of February. 
There has been a lot of comments 
about never remembering this kind 
of weather, have reached my ears 
but now passing the 80-year-old 
mark, I guess I qualify to be one of 
the old-timers and can remember 
some winters that would equal this 
year. Boy what we went through in 

my younger days. One thing I can 
remember, one of my older brothers 
putting me in a dishpan tied with 
a rope and sledding me down the 
riverbank of Black River and onto 
the ice of the river that was frozen 
over. Also we skated and sledded 
on Palmer Slough at the east side of 
Poplar Bluff when the ice was mea-
sured 12 inches thick. We lived on 
the bank of Black River

Burying a pickup truck in my drive-
way this year marked the first time 
that happened. Our yard is a mess 
which will clear up once we get a 
good rain to settle the dirt and we 
can fill up the ruts made by my 
grandson’s tractor hauling firewood 
out of the timber in the back of the 
house.

Personally I have cut a lot of small 
stuff around the yard to keep the 
fires burning Just think, in a few 
short weeks now spring will be here 
and this winter will slowly move 
into the shadows of being a memory 
After all it can be blamed on global 
warming ha ha.

With the weather being like it is, 
outdoor activity has been limited to 
watching outdoor activities on TV. 

There are some shows with a lot of 
interest but too many of them have 
little action and whole lot of com-
mercials.  

Crappie fishing reportedly has been 
good On Wappapello Lake and also 
on Clearwater Lake but from my 
experiences at Wappapello winter 
fishing for crappie isn’t what a lot of 
people talk about.

In my early days as a column writer, 
the resort owners always seem to 
paint a glorious picture of the suc-
cess of fishing whether it is good or 
not. If fishing is reported as being 
good, more potential customers visit 
the lakes. Likewise, reports of “the 
fish aren’t doing too good” won’t 
attract customers to the lakes.

The best advice to find out how the 
fishing at Wappapello is just call the 
Corps of Engineers office and ask. 
The report you get should be a good 
one as a lot of the employees at the 
lake spend a lot of their free time 
on the lake fishing and they would 
know what the fish are doing.

Hunting activity has been limited to 
goose hunting. With warm weather 
melting the ice on area lakes, the 

geese seem to be moving back into 
the area and with the looser regula-
tions on the small geese, some hunt-
ers are doing some hunting.

Coyote hunting usually is very pop-
uler at this time of year as there were 
a lot of hunters who pursued them a 
few years ago and I’ll bet that a few 
of them still have their running dogs 
to use in their hunting.

The spring firearms turkey season is 
just around the corner in April and 
I have seen a few wild birds along 
roadways in what little traveling I 
have been able to do. One afternoo-
nas my wife and I were nearing 
Poplar Bluff, the sky suddenly was 
filled with a lot of geese, they were 
not flying too high and looked like 
they were trying to find a field where 
they could find something to eat.

Competition coon hunting will 
warm up along with the weather. 
There was a couple of big hunts that 
were held in January. The Grand 
American hunt in Georgia had 592 
dogs entered in two nights of hunt-
ing. This is a very poplar event, usu-
ally the first of the year, to win this 
one is a big achievement.

The bench show was also a big one 
with 158 dogs in the show. They are 
in our area, March will be a busy one 
for hunts. 
On the first day of the month, 
Walnut Ridge will kick things off 
with a show at 4:30 pm and the hunt 
begins at 6:00 pm
March 7th and 8th the club at Myrtle 
will have events. 
On the 7th there is a hunt only, start-
ing time is 7:00 pm. then on the 8th 
the show is at 6:30 pm and the hunt 
is at 7:pm
March 14th Marble Hill has a show 
at 6:00 pm and the hunt at 7:00 pm.
March 15th the Butler County coon 
hunters club will have a show at 5:00 
pm and the hunt begins at 7:00 pm.
March 21st and 22nd the Cape 
County club will have a show and 
hunt each date. The shows will begin 
at 6:30 pm and the hunt entries close 
at 7:30 pm.

Next month, the Lord willing, I’ll try 
to explain how the shows and hunts 
are conducted as I have had readers 
inquire about how the events are 
conducted.
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BAGPIPE
CABBAGE
EMERALD
GOLD
IDES OF MARCH
KILT
LUCK
MARCH
POTATO
SAINT PATRICK
SHILLELAGH
WEARING OF 
   THE GREEN
BANSHEE
CELTIC
EMERALD ISLE
GREEN
 IRELAND
KISS
LUCK OF 
    THE IRISH
PARADE
RAINBOW
SCONES
SNAKE

BLARNEY
CORNED BEEF
FOUR-LEAF 
     CLOVER
HARP
IRISH
LEPRECHAUN
LUCKY CHARMS
PINCH
RELIGION
SEVENTEENTH
ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY
BROGUE
DUBLIN
GAELIC
HAT
JIG
LIMERICK
MAGICAL
POT OF GOLD
RIVERDANCE
SHAMROCK
TRINITY

ST. PATRICK’S DAY WORD SEARCH

St. Patrick was Irish— 
Nobody knows for sure 
where he was born, but 
based on what St. Patrick 
said about himself, he was 
most likely born in south-
western Britain.

St. Patrick was the first 
Christian missionary to 
Ireland— He was the most 
successful but not the first. 
There is some evidence 
showing missionaries travel-
ing through Ireland by the 
late fourth century A.D.

St. Patrick used the shamrock 
to teach about Christianity—
It’s been around forever that 
he used the shamrock to 
explain the mystery of the 
Trinity to the pagan people 
in Ireland. This legend can-
not be verified. St. Patrick 

never mentioned it in his 
writings.

The annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade is an Irish tradition— 
Invented in Manhattan, NY.  
Now, the practice of honor-
ing St. Patrick on March 17 
(the day of his death in c. 493) 
was started at Downpatrick 
in County Down, a tradi-
tion that comes from old 
Ireland. There were no mas-
sive parades like the ones 
found in American cities. 
One of the earliest referenc-
es is to the establishment of 
the Charitable Irish Society, 
which was founded on St. 
Patrick’s Day in Boston 
in 1737. In 1762 in NYC, 
an Irishman named John 
Marshall held a party in his 
house. Guest marched alto-
gether to his house to mark 

St. Patrick’s Day, forming an 
unofficial “parade.”

Most Irish Americans are 
Catholic— A majority of 
Americans who identify as 
Irish also identify themselves 
as Protestant, according to 
polls and surveys conduct-
ed in the 1970’s and 1980’s. 
Huge numbers of Irish 
immigrants came to America 
in the colonial period and 
the majority of them were 
Presbyterians from Ulster. 
Many thousands of Catholics 
who came in the 17th and 
18th centuries appear to have 
converted to Protestantism.

“Luck of the Irish” refers to 
the abundance of good for-
tune long enjoyed by the 
Irish— Let’s see, Ireland had 
about 1,000 years of invasion, 

colonization, exploitation, 
starvation and mass emigra-
tion. That’s not so lucky. This 
term is more American than 
it is flat out Irish. In America, 
during the gold and silver 
rush years in the second half 
of the 19th century, a number 
of the most famous and suc-
cessful minters were of Irish 
and Irish American birth. 
The “Silver Kings”, so named 
after they hit the famed 
Comstock Lode, were James 
Flood, William O’Brian and 
John Mackay. This associa-
tion of the Irish with mining 
fortunes led to the expression 
“luck of the Irish.”

Mc and Mac distinguishing 
one as either being Irish or 
Scottish— Mac is the Gaelic 
term for son and MC is just 
a shorthand version. Neither 

Mc nor Mac signify an Irish 
or Scottish name. Both Mac 
and Mc are found in the tra-
ditional Gaelic societies of 
Scotland and Ireland! Now, 
you know the names like 
O’Leary and O’Doole? The 
“O” is the Gaelic word for 
grandson. English bureau-
crats assumed that the O 
stood for the word “of ” and 
added the apostrophe when 
compiling official records 
and census data. Over time, 
many families dropped the 
“O”, which accounts for the 
existence of O’Sullivan and 
Sullivan.


