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“A policeman is a compos-
ite of what all men are, I 
guess, a mingling of saint 
and sinner, dust and deity. 
What that really means is 
that they are exceptional, 
they are unusual. They are 
not commonplace. Buried 
under the froth is the fact, 
the fact is that less than 
one half of one percent 
of policeman 
misfit that 
uniform, and 
that is a bet-
ter average 
than you’d 
find among 
clergymen.

“What is 
a police-
man? “He 
of all men is 
at once the 
most need-
ed, and the 
most wanted, 
a strangely 
nameless creature who is 
sir to his face and pig or 
worse behind his back. He 
must be such a diplomat 
that he can settle differ-
ences between individuals 
so that each will think he 
won, but, if a policeman is 
neat, he’s conceited, if he’s 
careless he’s a bum, if he’s 

pleasant, he’s a flirt, if he’s 
not, he’s a grouch.

“He must make instant 
decisions that would 
require months for a law-
yer but if he hurries he’s 
careless, if he’s deliberate, 
he’s lazy. He must be first 
to an accident, infallible 
with diagnoses. He must 

be able to start breathing, 
stop bleeding, tie splints 
and above all, be sure the 
victim goes home without 
a limp.

“The police officer must 
know every gun, draw on 
the run and hit where it 
doesn’t hurt. “He must 
be able to whip two men 

twice his size and half his 
age without damaging 
his uniform, and without 
being brutal. If you hit 
him he’s a coward, if he 
hits you, he’s a bully.

The policeman from a 
single human hair must 
be able to describe the 
crime, the weapon the 

criminal, and 
tell you where 
the criminal 
is hiding but, 
if he catches 
the criminal 
he’s lucky, if 
he doesn’t 
he’s a dunce. 
“He runs files 
and writes 
reports until 
his eyes ache 
to build a 
case against 
some felon 
who will get 
dealt out by 

some shameless shamus. 
The policeman must be a 
minister, a social worker, 
a diplomat, a tough guy, 
and a gentle man. And 
of course, he’ll have to 
be a genius, because he’ll 
have to feed a family on a 
policeman’s salary.”
 Paul Harvey
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Kitchen corner

809 West Pine
Poplar Bluff, Mo.

One-stop Shopping for Nurses
Across from Catholic Church

Scrubs in sizes XS-5X
Special Order Cherokee & Dickies

Stethoscopes, Covers & Cases, Blood Pressure Cuffs
T-Shirts, Shoes, Socks, Jewelry, Cancer Awareness Tops & Sets

(573) 686-7267
Email: qualityuniforms1@aol.com Owner: Terry Smith

Butler County
Landlord
Association

RENTERS looking for property can look online!
www.rentpoplarbluff.com

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Key Drugs Conference Room.

 922 N. Westwood Blvd. • Poplar Bluff, MO
All Landlords Welcome

MOnterey JAck SpAghetti

8 oz. of spaghetti, broken into 2 inch pieces
2 eggs
2 cups of sour cream
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1/2 tsp of garlic powder
4 cups of shredded Monterey Jack cheese
2 pks ( 10 oz ) frozen, chopped spinach, 
thawed & drained
1 lg can of Durkee French fried onion rings, 
divided

Cook spaghetti to pkg directions. In a 
medium bowl, beat eggs, add sour cream, 
Parmesan cheese & garlic powder. Drain 
spaghetti & add to egg mixture w/cheese,
 spinach & 1/2 the onions. Put in greased 
2 qt. casserole & bake @ 350 degrees for 
45 mins, covered. Last 5 minutes, add the
remaining onions & enjoy!!!

Happy New Years

When the days 
come to an end

A new year begins
A bright silver ball falls

in New York City
Punch and finger food 

are served
Thru this special event 

People cheering 
all around

People smiling 
and laughing

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
EVERYONE

Written by DEX 
BOWERS

Do not AccePt the neW DoLLAr coinS

This simple action will make a strong statement.
Please help do this.

Refuse to accept these when they are handed to you.
I received one from the Post Office as change and I asked for a dollar bill instead. 

The lady just smiled and said ‘way to go’ she had seen the 
difference on the coins,

U.S. Government to Release New Dollar Coins
You guessed it

‘IN GOD WE TRUST’ IS GONE from the front and back!!!
If ever there was a reason to boycott something,

THIS IS IT!!!!
DO NOT ACCEPT THE NEW DOLLAR COINS AS CHANGE



Across
  1. To beat with
especially as a punish-
ment
  3. A rod used to 
clean the barrel of a 
firearm
  6. A metal appliances 
with a handle and a 
weighted flat bottom, 
used when heated to 
press wrinkles from 
fabric
  8. The forward, dis-
charging end of he 
barrel of a firearm
  9. A sudden short 
burst, as of energy, 
activity, or growth
11. To cover with or as 
if with a thin layer of 
gold
12. A coarse, brightly 
printed cloth
14. A fancy twist or 
curl, such as a flourish 
made with a pen
15. To go with light running 
steps; scamper

Down
  2. A deep narrow valley 

or gorge in the earth’s sur-
face worn by running water
  4. A heavy scarf worn 
around the neck for 
warmth
  5. A V-shaped cut
  7. Not civilized; barbaric

  9. To track prey or quarry
10. The projecting over-
hang at the lower edge of 
a roof
13. Strong in structure or 
substance
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You cannot shake hands w
ith a clenched fist. -Indira G

handi

kids page

Solution on page 11

kid’S triviA

Q. If you hug a guling, are you hugging an animal, a 
toy or a pillow?
A. If you hug a guling you are hugging a pillow.

Q. Does the word coyote (an Aztec word) mean wild, 
proud or ‘trickster
A. The name coyote means trickster.

Q. Which country gave us the words shampoo and 
pyjamas?
A. India

Q. In Finding Nemo, what is Nemo’s dad called? 
Marvin, Marlin or Martin?
A. Marlin

Q. In which year was the LEGO company founded? 
1932, 1942 or 1952?
A. 1932

Q. Rome has never hosted the Summer Olympic 
Games. TRUE or FALSE?
A. FALSE. Rome hosted the Summer Olympics in 
1960.

Q. Does the word clandestine mean noisy, secret or 
colourful?
A. Secret

Q. In which year was public cinema born? 1846, 1896 
or 1946?
A. The first public shows of motion pictures started in 
1896 ... and cinema was born!

 Q. Which is taller? The Eiffel Tower or The Statue of 
Liberty?
A. The Eiffel Tower (320 metres tall) is taller than The 
Statue of Liberty (93m tall)
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Across
 2. what a question gets you
 4. common lunch
 5. contestant
 6. choice
10. direction
12.condense
15. haggle
16. grouping

17. survey
18. announcement
 
Down
 1. for the most part
 3. atomic
 7. gas consumption?
 8. brave
 9. what you put a letter in

10. protect
11. capitalist
12. entry
13. beside the point
14...Little House on the   ..

Solution on page 11

CANE CREEK COMMUNITY CLUBTHE AGEE COMMUNITY CLUB
The Agee Community 
Club met at the Bread 
Company on Friday 
December 5th, 2014. 
Nadine Johnson was the 
Christmas club hostess. 

Cathy Womack, club 
president brought the 
hostess a poinsettia plant 
and opened the meeting 
with the ladies repeating 
the club motto, “When the 
heart is full of love, the 
world is full of beauty”. 

Invocation was given by 
Nickey Orton. Roll call 
was answered by nam-
ing one of your favorite 
Christmas Carols.

 Jeanie Figgins read the 
Devotional from Luke 2:1-
19 on the birth of Christ. 
Figgins then gave the 
Secretary and Treasurers 
reports. 

This year the ladies had 
voted to help one of our 
own members as our club 
project. New business was 
the discussion of fund 

raising and gaining new 
members. 

Johnson gave a lesson on 
how to decorate a photo 
album from a notebook 
binder, and gave old bind-
ers to who wanted one 
and read, “Be Still” from 
the Black River Times, 
Author Unknown. The 
ladies took turns read-
ing, “A Christmas Story” 
also from the Black River 
Times, Author Unknown. 

Johnson gave each lady 
a Victorian dressed por-
celain doll and a copy of 
the Black River Times and 
a copy of SEMO Times. 
A Poem written by Orel 
Smith was read that is 
titled, “Keep on going”.

The ladies had a gift 
exchange. Next hostess 
will be Nickey Orton. The 
ladies dismissed with the 
club collect, “Be Still and 
Know that I am God”, 
Psalm 46:10.

 Jeanie Figgins, Reporter

The Cane Creek Community Club had 
a wonderful meeting on December 10th  
at Wilma Rains’ home with 8 members 
present.

President Nancy Wujcik called the meet-
ing to order. Marie Boxx read the thought 
for the day, “Christmas my child is love 
in action. Every time we love, every time 
we give, it is Christmas.”

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to 
our flag, we answered roll call by hum-
ming a Christmas carol then the members 
sang their carol. Wilma’s devotional was 
Luke 2:1-14 telling the birth of Jesus.

Our program was a Christmas reading, 
story, poem, event, and experience all 
about Christmas.

Minutes were read by Marie Boxx, trea-
surer’s report by Wilma Rains with both 
approved as read. We paid our year-
ly dues of $2 each at this time. Ruth 
Anderson gave the Sunshine report. No 
old business.

New business was election of officers. 
Motion by Wilma Rains and seconded 
by Jean Hawkins to retain the current 
officers: Nancy Wujcik - President, Irma 
Epps – Vice President, Marie Boxx – 
Secretary/Reporter, Wilma Rains – 

Treasurer and Ruth Anderson – Sunshine 
Chairperson.

Wilma served a delicious lunch of cream 
of broccoli soup, salad, and cherry cheese-
cake with coffee, tea and lemonade. After 
lunch Nancy furnished lights and jars 
and demonstrated how to make a simple 
but neat jar light. Various gifts were 
exchanged by all – crocheted scarves, 
book marks, homemade jelly, Poinsettias, 
and our jar lights. Glenda Phillips again 
made our new yearbooks for 2015.

We had 12 gifts to be taken to the Swift 
Creek Nursing Home as part of our spe-
cial project for December.

We closed our Christmas meeting by 
reading the Club Collect and prayer was 
given by Janet Gilmore. 

Our next meeting will be January 14, 
2015 at 11 o’clock at Twin Towers with 
Marie Boxx as hostess. Roll call will be 
“a household hint.” 

Our program for January meeting will be 
for each one to bring a fitted sheet and 
Jean Hawkins will demonstrate how to 
fold it. Also everyone is to bring what 
you have to use as batting for a quilt.

100% Pure Pharmacy • Drive Up Window

Keith A. Shelton, PD
200 North 10th Street • Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-686-7216 * Fax 573-686-7217
Website: medicineshoppe.com
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I decided it is better to scream
 . . . Silence is the real crim

e against hum
anity. -N

adezhda M
andelstam

The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion;
slow to anger, and of great mercy.

                                          Psalms 145: 8,  KJV

BiBLe QUiZ
Lets Learn together ~ the Book of Genesis

  1. Why did God have Noah to make the Ark?

  2. How Old was Noah when the flood came upon
 the earth?

  3. How many days was it before the waters were
 abated and on what mountain did the Ark come
 to rest on?

  4. What was the first thing that Noah did after he
 came off the Ark?

  5. God establish a covenant with Noah after the
 flood. What was the sign that God used to show
 his covenant to Noah?

  6. God made a promise to Abram, What was it?

  7. Who did Abram take with him when he was
 going into the land of Canaan?

  8. Where in the book of Genesis does Abram’s
 name change?

  9. Why did Sarah laugh within herself?

10. In the book of Genesis, where does it state 
   “Is anything too hard for the Lord”?

tWin SPrinGS BAPtiSt chUrch
1459 “M” hwy

PoPLAr BLUFF, Mo. 63901
WEEKLY SERVICES

 Sunday School 10:00 am 

 Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 am 

 Sunday Evening Worship 5:00 pm

 Wednesday Services 7:00 pm

one DAy At A tiMe

happiness and heartache
Laughter and tears 
Giving and taking 

year after year 
talking and silence 
Working and play 

helping each other 
Sharing each day 

Growing in patience
every moment that goes 

Storing up memories 
only you and he knows 
have hope for tomorrow 

Keep faith all the way 
And love one another

Until the end of your days

Madge Gillispie Backues
1910-2005

Linn, Missouri

is next Step in War on religious Liberty inspection of religious Schools?
There is no doubt that the rights 
the First Amendment protects – 
freedom of speech and freedom 
of religion – are increasingly the 
most attacked. 
Some of the most recent high 
profile cases have revolved 
around the ongoing attempts by 
the government via Obamacare 
to force religious groups to pro-
vide contraception coverage in 
their health plans and taxpayers 
to fund elective abortion coverage 
in theirs. 
Not to be outdone, zealots for 
same sex marriage and issues sur-
rounding “gender identity laws” 
have been on the warpath too. A 
couple in Idaho, both ordained 
ministers, were threatened with 
jail time and fines for refusing 
to perform a same-sex wedding 
ceremony. 
In July in upstate New York, 
another couple was hit with a 
discrimination suit and stiff fines 
for declining to allow a lesbian 
couple to rent their family farm 
for their same-sex wedding. 
And in Texas the mayor of 
Houston demanded pastors turn 
over any sermons related to “the 
topics of equal rights, civil rights, 
homosexuality, or gender identi-
ty.” She backtracked just days later 
after a large public outcry to say 
pastors could keep their sermons 
but they would need to hand 

over any speeches and presenta-
tions they’ve given related to the 
Houston Equal Rights Ordinance 
– the law that kicked off the 
whole debate and is opposed by 
many pastors and
others who believe it allows men 
to use women’s bathrooms and 
vice versa. 
Is the next step for those who 
oppose religious liberty to try 
to inspect religious schools? 
Don’t dismiss that as crazy–it’s 
already happening in the United 
Kingdom. 
In the name of tolerance, reli-
gious schools (to date, Christian 
and Jewish schools) in the UK are 
being “inspected” and in the case 
of one school, “downgraded,” for 
violating new education depart-
ment guidelines the government 
there refers to as “British values.” 
A government spokesman 
described the goal of such inspec-
tions as “ensuring that schools 
provide a broad and balanced 
education for their pupils” and 
that inspectors are there to eval-
uate “the effectiveness of the 
school’s provision for pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cul-
tural development and how the 
school’s leadership and manage-
ment ensure that the curriculum 
actively promotes British values.” 
Never mind that the concern 
about what values their children 

are being taught is one of the 
main reasons parents choose to 
send their children to a religious 
school, instead of a government-
run one, in the first place. In 
the UK, as is often the case here, 
the government thinks it knows 
better. 
According to an article in The 
Telegraph, orthodox Jewish 
schools have filed complaints that 
its female students “from strict 
traditional backgrounds were 
allegedly asked whether they were 
being taught enough about les-
bianism, whether they had boy-
friends and if they knew where 
babies came from.” 
At least one Christian school has 
been downgraded from a “good” 
school to an “adequate” school 
because it would not invite a lead-
er of another religion, such as an 
imam, to lead its assembly. 
You see, teaching about other cul-
tures and other religions is appar-
ently no longer enough–you must 
fully accept them. And as we’re 
seeing with the issue of same-sex 
marriage in this country, accep-
tance no longer means live and let 
live, the “tolerance” police want 
you to embrace and endorse. 
Is religious freedom our most 
important right? Without ques-
tion, promoting and defending 
it is one of our most important 
battles.

WE NEED TO BECOME 
ONE NATION UNDER GOD 

AGAIN.

Let’S Live

As soon as you die, your identity becomes a “Body”. People use phrases like: “Bring the Body”, 
“Lower the Body in the Grave”, “Take the Body to the Graveyard”, etc. People don’t even call 
you by your name whom you tried to impress whole live.... Live a Life to Impress the Creator 
not the Creation. Take chances. Spend money on the things u love.... Laugh till ur stomach 
hurts... Dance Even if u are too bad at it... Pose stupidly for photos... Be child-like.....Moral: 

Death is not the greatest loss in life.. 
Loss is when life dies inside u while u are alive....Celebrate this event called LIFE.
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Mention this ad and receive a FREE Beltone coffee mug!

Doug Wiles 
Hearing Care Practitioner

Helping the world hear better

Farmington, MO
1032 E. Karsch Blvd.

(573) 701-9015

Poplar Bluff, MO
1409 N. Westwood Blvd.

(573) 776-7800

Loans from
$250 - $3,500

(All loans subject to our Liberal Credit Policy)

Come see 

Cathy, Melissa, 

Tim & Krista today!

Cathy Sisson
Manager

760 S. Westwood Blvd.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901

573-785-5400

LOAN
COMPANY®
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$5.00

$5.00

Save $5.00 with this coupon

Save $5.00 with this coupon

$5.00

$5.00
Read ACTS 2-38 (KJVB) This is the 
gift of eternal life through the gift of 

the HOLYGHOST.

If I meet you and you 
forget me, you have lost 
nothing/ but if you meet 
JESUS CHRIST and 
forget Him you have lost 
everything.

What Political Party 
Did George Washington 

Belong To?
Answer: George Washington was 
the first President of the United 
States, the commander in chief 
of the Continental Army dur-
ing the American Revolutionary 
War, and one of the Founding 
Fathers of the United States. 
Washington was not affiliat-
ed with any political party. In 
Washington’s farewell address, 
he warned the country not to 
divide into political parties and to 
not get involved in wars outside 
of the United States. His advice 
c o n c e r n -
ing politi-
cal parties 
was com-
p l e t e l y 
ignored.

POTATOEs

A girl potato and boy potato had 
eyes for each other, and finally they 
got married, and had a little sweet 
potato, which they called ‘Yam.’
 
Of course, they wanted the best for 
Yam.

When it was time, they told her 
about the facts of life. They warned 
her about going out and getting half-
baked, so she wouldn’t get acciden-
tally mashed, and get a bad name for 
herself like ‘Hot Potato’, and end up 
with a bunch of tater tots. 

Yam said not to worry, no spud 
would get her into the sack and 
make a rotten potato out of her!

But on the other hand she wouldn’t 
stay at home and become a couch 
potato either.

She would get plenty of exercise so 
as not to be skinny like her shoe-
string cousins.

When she went off to Europe, Mr. 
and Mrs. Potato told Yam to watch 
out for the hard-boiled guys from 
Ireland and the greasy guys from 
France called the French Fries. And 
when she went out West, to watch 
out for the Indians so she wouldn’t 
get scalloped.

Yam said she would stay on the 
straight and narrow and wouldn’t 
associate with those high class 
Yukon Golds, or the ones from the 
other sides of the tracks who adver-
tise their trade on all the trucks that 
say ‘Frito Lay.’

Mr. and Mrs. Potato sent Yam to 

Idaho P.U. (that’s Potato University) 
so that when she graduated she’d 
really be in the chips.

But in spite of all they did for 
her, one day Yam came home and 
announced she was going to marry 
Tom Brokaw. Tom Brokaw! Mr. 
and Mrs. Potato were very upset.

They told Yam she couldn’t pos-
sibly marry Tom Brokaw because 
he’s just... A COMMONTATER!!

A MiSer’S deAth
A miser had accumulated five hun-
dred thousand dollars and looked for-
ward to a year of pleasant living before 
he made up his mind how best to 
invest his money, when suddenly the 
Angel of Death appeared before him 
to take his life away.

The man begged and pleaded and 
used a thousand arguments to be 
allowed to live a little longer, but the 
angel was unyielding. “Give me three 
days of life and I shall give you half 
my fortune,” the man pleaded. The 
angel wouldn’t hear of it and began to 
tug at him.

“Give me just one day, I beg of you, 
and you can have everything I accu-
mulated through so much sweat and 
toil.” The angel was unyielding still. 

He was able to wring just one lit-
tle concession from the angel-a few 
moments in which to write down this 
note:

“Oh you, whoever you are that happen 
to find this note, if you have enough to 
live on, don’t waste your life accumu-
lating fortunes. Live!

My five hundred thousand dollars 
could not buy me a single hour of 
life!”

The Question is

• If you only had one hour of life left,  
what would it be worth to you?
• What if you only had one year left 
instead?
• If you were the miser, what would 
you have written in the note?

CHILDREN WATCHING TV

A study from Children’s Hospital 
and Regional Medical Center in 
Seattle, released in 2004, found that 
children who watched TV between 
the ages of 1 and 3 were at an 
increased risk for Attention defi-
cit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 
The study, looked at children 7 
years old and above, and found that 
each hour of TV watched per day 
from ages 1-3 increased the risk of 
ADHD by 10% over the average 
at age 7. It didn’t matter what pro-
grams the children were watching; 
all had the same effect. The most 
frightening result of this study was 
that TV watching actually “rewires” 
the brains of children, by speeding 
up the pace of their perceptions, so 
that they expect everything to move 
fast and last only a short time, like 
a TV scene. Due to this study and 
others, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends that chil-
dren under age 2 watch no TV at all.



1518 S. Broadway 573-776-7442
Hours

Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM until 8:00 PM
Sunday 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM
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If I had to live m
y life again, I’d m

ake the sam
e m

istakes, only sooner. -Tallulah Bankhead
Butler county

Sheriffs
Department
employee 

recognition

Poplar Bluff 
Fire 

Department 
employee 

recognition

Poplar Bluff 
Police

Department 
employee 

recognition

charlie attended South-
east Missouri Law en-
forcement Academy and 
graduated in 1994. he 
was hired as a correc-
tion’s officer in the Butler 
county Detention cen-
ter in February 1997. the 
following year he moved 
to the position of a road 
officer. officer Phelps 

was promoted to corpo-
ral and later to Sergeant 
in october 2003. Left the 
department in April 2010 
for a few years. in March 
2013 charlie returned as 
a road officer for the de-
partment.
he was promoted to Ser-
geant in September 2013.

Josh is a firefighter as-
signed to Station 1 on c 
Shift. 
Josh joined the PBFD in 
April of 2004 after work-
ing for the Walnut ridge 
Fire Department. 

Josh received his fire 
training from Black river 
technical college, at Uni-
versity of Missouri, three 
rivers college and the 
Missouri State Fire Mar-
shals office.

officer Larkins began serv-
ing the community in 2005 as 
a youth Specialist at the Sears 
youth center. he continued 
that service as a Butler county 
Sheriff’s Deputy in 2010. on 09-
21-2011 he was hired a Patrol 
officers at the Poplar Bluff Po-
lice Department.

on Dec. 4, 2014 officer Larkins 
received a Letter of commen-
dation for “Professionalism and 
Quick thinking” which saved 

a woman from an overdose 
death. the individual’s condi-
tion due to a drug induced, life 
threatening situation required 
officer Larkins to preform cPr 
until she began to breathe on 
her own. She was transported 
for medical treatment and even-
tually made a full recovery. had 
it not been for his dedication 
this young woman would have 
been another statistic in the 
ever increasing death rate due 
to prescription drug abuse.

chris Lyscas beame 
a paramedic to help 
people in need. his 
entire family is in 
the medical field. 
So it is destiny. he 
has been an eMt 
for over 10 years. he 
plans to further his 
medical education 
and will miss this 
dearly.

Josh 
robison

Patrolman 
Bob Larkins

chris Lyscas

Sergeant 
charlie Phelps

People taking care of people…together we can do anything!

RURAL / METRO

Murphy 
Goes 
Bow 
Hunting
A bowhunter who takes 
himself too seriously-for 
example, anyone who 
thinks hunting is a 
competitive sport with a great 
scoreboard in the sky-will quickly 
discover that Murphy’s is the law 
and mayhem is the rule.

Gear breaks. The wind shifts. Some 
stupid bird twitters. Or your trust-
ed partner gives a, “Yo, Joe. See 
anything yet?” as the deer of your 
dreams steps into range. When it 
comes to bowhunting, if anything 
can go wrong, it will go wrong.

Consider my first hunt in the 
Missouri Hill Country. One foggy 
dawn I crept to within bow range 
of a nice buck. The problem was, I 
didn’t see him in the thick brush, 
even though he was within 10 
yards of me. When I was almost 
past him, we spotted each other 
simultaneously; naturally, he had 
reached the next county before I 
could draw the bow. And that was 
just the beginning.

Later that same day, a flock of a 
dozen turkeys flushed like quail 
from under my feet, destroying 
what little composure I had left. 
I didn’t get off a shot at them, 
either. Finally, a few hours before 
dark, I climbed a tree. Soon two 
turkeys ran past, and I launched 
an arrow at one gobbler through 
a narrow window in the branches. 
The arrow and the bird met at the 
same time. As the turkey rolled, 
I thought, Wow! What a shot! 
But the turkey was up running 
immediately; the arrow remained 
buried in the ground. With my 
analytical powers sharpened by 
a full day of humiliation, I theo-
rized that the arrow had arrived 
an instant before the turkey. The 
fool bird had tripped. And that 
was one of my good days.

A couple of years ago, a Missouri 
storm slammed down on my morn-
ing whitetail hunt. By 9:30, the 
blowing sleet had erased my enthu-
siasm for sitting in a tree, so when 
a flock of turkeys wandered by at 
30 yards, I welcomed the excuse to 
take a shot and call it a day. After 
a wide miss, I climbed down from 
my perch. As I neared the spent 
arrow, I heard the rush of hooves. 
With a sinking feeling, I spun to 
see a doe prance to a halt 15 yards 
away. Just behind her, beside the 
tree I had vacated, stood a buck of 
Jurassic Park proportions. While 
I fumbled for an arrow, both deer 
cavorted away. I could have sworn 
the buck was smiling. That was an 
even better day.

Just last season, as I climbed into 
my tree stand, a nice buck mate-
rialized from thin air. I quickly 
drew an arrow from my back 
quiver... and immediately cut the 
bowstring with the broad head.

Murphy Won The Day, 
I Must Say- John H.

To get nations back on their feet, 
we must first get down on our knees.

                         - Billy Graham

Protest and stand for your beliefs, but if 
you think burning our flag, our symbol of
freedom, will help your cause, then you’re 

a special kind of stupid.
if you’re going to burn our flag, 

wrap yourself in it first.
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1626 S. 11th Street 
(Corner of Hwy. 53 & 11th St.)

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-EASY (3279)

NEED EXTRA CASH??
EA$Y MONEY is here to help!
We have the money you need NOW 
       in as little as 10 minutes.
New customers...ask about getting your first loan free.
For friendly and confidential service call us or stop by:

We offer:
Payday Loans

M-F: 8:30 - 5:30
Sat: 9 - 12

Drive Up Window!

Compliments of
Gary Simmons, R. PH.

Whitney Chronister, Pharm. D.
Jim Dille, R. PH.

909 W. Pine St.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901(573) 785-0984

the Salvation Army

Commissioner Todd Bassett receives 
a small salary of only $13,000 per 

year (plus housing) for managing this 
$2 billion dollar organization.

96% of donated dollars go to the 
cause.

the American Legion

National Commander 
receives a $0.00 salary.

Your donations go to help Veterans 
and their families and youth!

the veterans 
of Foreign Wars

National Commander 
receives a $0.00 salary.

Your donations go to help Veterans 
and their families and youth!

the Disabled American 
veterans

National Commander 
receives a $0.00 salary.

Your donations go to help Veterans 
and their families and youth!

the Military order 
of Purple hearts

National Commander 
receives a $0.00 salary.

Your donations go to help Veterans 
and their families and youth!

the American red cross

President and CEO 
Marsha J. Evans’ salary 

for the year was $651,957 
plus expenses.

March of Dimes

It is called the March of Dimes 
because only a dime for every 
1 dollar is given to the needy.

the United Way

President Brian Gallagher 
receives a $375,000

base salary along with 
numerous expense benefits.

UniceF

CEO Caryl M. Stern 
receives $1,200,000 per year 

(100k per month) plus all expenses 
including a ROLLS ROYCE.

Less than 5 cents of your donated 
dollar goes to the cause.

Goodwill

CEO and owner Mark Curran profits 
$2.3 million a year. Goodwill is a very 

catchy name for his business. 
You donate to his business and then 

he sells the items for PROFIT. He 
pays nothing for his products and 
pays his workers minimum wage! 

Nice Guy! $0.00 goes to help 
anyone! Stop giving to this man.

the vietnam veterans 
Association

National Commander 
receives a $0.00 salary.

Your donations go to help Veterans 
and their families and youth!

Make A Wish

For Children’s last wishes. 
100% goes to funding trips or 

special wishes for a dying child

St. Jude research hospital

100% goes towards funding 
and helping children with cancer 

who have no insurance and cannot 
afford to pay.

ronald McDonald houses

All monies go to running the 
houses for parents who have 
critical children in the hospital. 

100% goes to housing and 
feeding the families.

Lions club international

100% of donations go to help 
the blind, buy hearing aides, 

support medical missions around 
the world. Their latest undertaking 

is measles vaccinations 
(only $1.00 per shot).

THINK BEFORE YOU DONATE!!!!
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT BEFORE YOU MAKE CONTRIBUTIONS.

Instead, give it to ANY OF THE FOLLOWING. 
GO “GREEN” AND PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE IT WILL DO SOME GOOD!!

Seventeen StAteS hAve SUeD oBAMA ActionS 
over iLLeGAL ALienS

The states are claiming that 
Obama’s actions will force them 
to spend “substantial resources 
on law enforcement, health-
care, and education,” includ-
ing many expenditures that are 
“required or coerced by federal 
law.” 

As examples, they cite the 
Supreme Court’s decision in  
Plyler v. Doe (1982) that states 
are “constitutionally obligated 
to provide free education to 
children of undocumented 
immigrants,” and a 1986 fed-
eral law that requires states to 
provide illegal aliens with emer-
gency medical services through 
Medicare and Medicaid.

The lawsuit cites the enor-
mous law enforcement costs 
that illegal immigration has 
already imposed on Texas. 
This includes Gov. Rick Perry’s 
deployment of 1,000 National 
Guard troops to the border at 
a cost of $38 million and the 
$1.3 million a week the Texas 
Department of Public Safety 
has been spending to deal with 
the immigration surge caused 
by the president’s policies. 

The amnesty program will also 
force states such as Texas to 
issue professional licenses 
since “federal work authoriza-
tion functions as a precondition” 
for many of these licensees.

As a remedy, the lawsuit seeks 
an order from the federal court 
declaring that the president’s 
deferred action program vio-
lates the Constitution and the 
APA and granting an injunction 
against its implementation.

So, the first blow against the 
administration’s immigration 
plan has been struck not by 
Congress, but by the states. 
Hopefully, that will not deter 
Congress from also acting col-
laterally to stop the president’s 
unconstitutional, unwise, reck-
less action by ensuring that 
there is no funding to carry it 
out.

JUST THINKING ABOUT OUR MILITARY 
 MEN AND WOMEN

If it weren’t for the United States Military, there’d 
be NO United States of America! Says Steven 
Ellison, MD

Note that our Congress which enjoys FREE medical 
care is in the process of charging these people for 
their medical care and at the same time possibly 
reducing their retirement pay. A typical political 
“thank you”!
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W
hat a lot w

e lost w
hen w

e stopped w
riting letters. You can’t reread a phone call. -Liz Carpenter

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$   10 ExAMPLEs Of GOVERNMENT WAsTE   $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
1. Medicare Part B paid nearly six times 
more than Medicare Part D for the same 
drugs and equipment to treat cancer. 
Medicare Part B paid $132.9 million for 
the same medical supplies for cancer treat-
ment for which Medicare Part D paid $22 
million.

2. The construction of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) headquarters 
was supposed to be complete in 2003. It is 
nowhere near completion and has already 
cost taxpayers nearly $4.5 billion.

3. $2.4 million intended for cotton sub-
sidies was misused by Department of 
Agriculture employees to purchase lap-
tops, two Ford Explorers, and office art-
work, among other items.

4. The Department of Defense is set to 
destroy $1.2 billion worth of ammuni-
tion because it does not have an effective 
inventory system to track supplies across 
the military services. The services each 
use different inventory systems, prevent-
ing proper data sharing and lending to 
excess materials.

5. The Department of the Treasury spent 
$112.7 million on a public relations firm 
to raise domestic and international public 
awareness of the new dollar bill’s minor 
design changes.

6. The Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) paid an informant working for 
Amtrak $854,460 over 20 years to dis-
close passenger names. The DEA could 

have received this information free since 
Amtrak Police Department, which has 
access to passengers’ names, is willing to 
share information with law enforcement 
partners.

7. After Hurricane Sandy, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) spent $500,000 to completely 
replace equipment that was not damaged 
beyond repair. Instead of repairing the 
equipment at lower cost, NOAA Used 
the opportunity to purchase brand new 
equipment.

8. The Defense Department overpaid by 
$3.3 million for radios for the Afghan 
Army because the Defense Department 
did not follow contracting procedures, 

which would have prevented overpay-
ment.

9. Federal agencies paid nearly $50 mil-
lion to the Department of Commerce’s 
National Technical Information Service 
for information that is mostly available 
free online.

10. Grandiose oil portraits of former gov-
ernment agency heads continue to cost 
taxpayers roughly $20,000 for each new 
painting.

It is examples like these that show there 
is plenty of fat in the budget that needs 
to be trimmed, and this Congress has a 
responsibility to trim it. Lets watch and 
see If they do.

J e K o n o D y W  i t o v G U L Q S U J F D L X G K v M Q v

U A e F W J K A   i n Q F F F t P W c X v h t J r M c S M o Q

G X Q t D n W S J W y  i L o L K K A D c A S Z y r c  i t D D

B F K J c o W y A K r A P o c  i t S o   i K A t y o X M B S D

y r L n J M G A D e L S o Z  i J r U v W D e D U X M n t Z t
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n G D n K P U L L o v e r A r P L e c   i Z n h D P U o n J F

K D L o c M v A U r J A n U A r y X n y B B S n c Z y Z  i J

S F P W e L n n r e Z r  i c Z  i M D o   i r n K W B S c c M  i

X D  i   i n K c n r Z U M F F G P X t n A h r X J X D t h F o

y n n n e t X e   i F G U F r e S S y W   i P r S W D S r Z Q t

e G e t L e M L e   i t F y G M Q Z F Q G W F t t c h S n e G

n r c e t   i B t S o r F M y J F  i h y F r M t Q W r   i P A  i
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L c Z r G A D e F c L U G J S D D G Q o F y y Z n t Q X W o

 i B e r c G G h v G n n X U t X L K h e G  i X n X M F J e M
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h e r  i S L A B t A A c F y n U U  Q v Z h D P y Q n o B Q

S o F t W h  i t o U t t o e c J W G h U W n W A o P L G A U

e e c e D c  i U Q t e e L S D Q v y t  i D e X r e B M n A S

c c M K A M  i v Q h v L r t t G c L y Z X D X o J n K D J L

D U M c e L L y e o S S r P c c v D S Q M P  i D X U o D J M

r Q n A e y F c t r X X Q K r S A F S r J o r e A P t F D X
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FreeZe FroStBite

FUrnAce hAiLStone

heAter hocKey

ice JAcKet

JAnUAry LoG MeLt

Mitten MUFFer

niFFy overcoAt

PArKA Pinecone

PoLAr PULLover

QUiLt ScArF

Shiver SLeD

SLeet SnoW

SocKS Stove

SWeAterchiLLy toBoBBAn

tUrtLenecK WhitoUt

WinDy Winter

WooL Zero

Arctic BLAnKet

BLiZZArD BootS

BriSK cAP

chiLL coAt

coLD coUGh

DeGreeS eArMUFFS

eGGnoG everGreen

Fire FLAnneL

FLU FLUrrieS

FoG

Happy 
New Year

2015
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573-785-0907

West ProPerties

Home & APArtment rentAls 

MEMBER OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
573-785-2023

or 877-785-2023
Walmart Supercenter is next to us!

We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

THE COBBLER AND HIs GUEsTs

There lived in the city of Marseilles, 
a hundred years ago, a shoemaker.

One Christmas he sat alone in his 
little shop, reading of the visit of 
the wise men to the infant Jesus, 
and of the gift they brought, and 
he said to himself, “If tomorrow 
were the first Christmas, and if 
Jesus were to be born in Marseilles 
this night, I know what I would 
give him!” He arose and took from 
a shelf two little shoes of softest 
snow-white leather, with bright sil-
ver buckles. “I would love to give 
him these, my finest work. How 
pleased his mother would be! But 
I’m a foolish old man,” he thought, 
smiling. “The Master has no need 
of my poor gifts.”

Replacing the shoes, he blew 
out the candle and retired to rest. 
Hardly had he closed his eyes it 
seemed when he heard a voice call 
his name. Intuitively, he felt aware 
of the identity of the speaker. “You 
have longed to see me. Tomorrow 
I shall pass by your window. If you 
see me and bid me enter, I shall be 
your guest and sit at your table.”

He did not sleep that night for joy. 
Before it was yet dawn, he arose 
and tidied up his little shop. Fresh 
sand he spread on the floor and 
green boughs of fir he wreathed 
along the rafters. On the table he 
placed a loaf of white bread, a jar 
of honey, a pitcher of milk; and 
over the fire he hung a hot drink. 
His simple preparations were com-
plete. 

When all was in readiness, he took 
up his vigil at the window. He was 
sure he would know the Master. As 
he watched the driving sleet and 
rain in the cold, deserted street, he 
thought of the joy that would be his 
when he sat down and broke bread 
with his guest.

Presently he saw an old street 
sweeper pass by, blowing upon his 
thin, gnarled hands to warm. them. 
Poor fellow! He must be half fro-
zen, he thought.  Opening the door, 
he called out to him, “Come in, 
my friend and get warm, and drink 
something hot.” No further urging 
was needed, and the man gratefully 
accepted the invitation.

An hour passed and next he saw 
a poor, miserably clothed woman 
carrying a baby. She paused, wea-
rily, to rest in the shelter of his 
doorway. Quickly, he flung open 
the door. “Come in and get warm 
while you rest,” he said to her. 
“You are not well?” he asked.

“I am going to the hospital. I hope 
they will take me and my baby in,” 
she explained. “My husband is at 
seas, and I am ill, without a soul to 
whom I can go.”

“Poor child!” cried the old man. 
“You must eat something while 
you are getting warm. No? Let me 
give a cup of milk to the little one. 
Ah! What a bright, pretty little fel-
low he is! Why, you have no shoes 
on him!”

“I have no shoes for him,” sighed 

the mother. “Then he shall have 
this lovely pair I finished yes-
terday.” And he took down the 
soft little snow-white shoes he 
had looked at the evening before, 
and slipped them on the child’s 
feet. They fit perfectly. Shortly, the 
young mother went her way full of 
gratitude, and he went back to his 
post at the window.

Hour after hour went by, and many 
needy souls shared the meager hos-
pitality of the old cobbler, but the 
expected guest did not appear.

At last, when night had fallen, 
he retired to his cot with a heavy 
heart. “It was only a dream,” he 
sighed. “I did hope and believe, but 
He has not come.”

Suddenly, so it seemed to his weary 
eyes, the room was flooded with a 
glorious light; and to the cobbler’s 
astonished vision there appeared 
before him, one by one, the poor 
street sweeper, the sick mother and 
her baby, and all the people whom 
he aided during the day. Each one 
smiled at him and said, “Have you 
not seen me? Did I not sit at your 
table?” and vanished.

Then softly out of the silence 
he heard again the gently voice, 
repeating the old, familiar words, 
“Who so shall receive on such 
little child in my name receiveth 
me.” Matthew 18:5 “For I was 
hungered, and you gave me meat; I 
was thirsty, and you gave me drink; 
I was a stranger, and you took me 
in.” Matthew 25:35

Un’s Arms trade treaty (Att)

On Christmas Eve, the UN’s Arms 
Trade Treaty ( ATT ) takes effect, 
giving Americans a lump of coal in 
their stockings this holiday season.

The ATT is a bad idea that keeps 
getting worse. In theory, it’s about 
stopping the sale of guns to ter-
rorists and mass murderers. But in 
practice, it’s about preventing Israel 
from defending itself, allowing left-
wing activists to dictate U.S. foreign 
policy and giving anti-gun advo-
cates a leg up. 

The treaty takes effect 90 days after 
it’s ratified by 50 nations. That 
happened on Sept. 25, so the ATT 
enters into force on Christmas Eve. 
That’s not likely to be a coincidence: 
Treaty advocates pretend the ATT is 
a present of peace to the world, so 
the timing suits their propaganda 
perfectly. 

The administration made a serious 
mistake when it signed the ATT 
in 2013, and since then, it’s been 
heavily criticized in the Senate, led 
by Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., and 

Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., and in 
the House, where Rep. Mike Kelly, 
R-Pa., has taken the lead. 

The administration has argued 
the treaty is nothing more than a 
restatement of the existing U.S. sys-
tem of export controls and that it’s 
irrelevant to firearms ownership in 
the U.S. If only. 

The U.S. firearms market is interna-
tional, and the treaty certainly can 
affect U.S. imports. Moreover, the 
campaign for it was led by organiza-
tions and individuals with a long 
record of hostility to private fire-
arms ownership. And the UN has 
weighed in by trying to link the 
agreement to other initiatives that 
are explicitly designed to restrict 
firearms ownership. 

The claim that the ATT has no 
implications for U.S. arms exports 
also is wrong. If we followed the 
terms of the treaty, we wouldn’t 
be able to waive our human rights 
screening requirements to arm reb-
els in Syria. And in fact, the treaty 

advocates are already criticizing the 
administration and Congress for 
doing exactly that by arguing that 
the U.S. is violating the ATT. 

The long run game of the trea-
ty advocates is simple: Claim the 
ATT is international law and that it 
therefore binds the U.S., even if the 
Senate never ratifies the treaty. They 
want to sneak the treaty into the 
U.S. through the back door, because 
the Senate has nailed the front door 
shut. But the activists are wrong:

The ATT will have no legal effect 
on the U.S. after Dec. 24. And if 
Congress continues to show leader-
ship, the U.S. can resist the creation 
of treaty precedents and procedures 
that would restrict our sovereignty.

At bottom, the ATT is a promise of 
hope and change, a pile of tightly 
wrapped Christmas presents under 
the tree. But as we’ve learned over 
the past six years, those promis-
es aren’t all they’re cracked up to 
be. And until you actually unwrap 
your presents, you don’t know what 
you’re getting for Christmas.



HILLS, RIDGES AND HOLLERS
Paul Woods

I hate housew
ork! You m

ake the beds, you do the dishes-and six m
onths later you have to start all over again. -Joan Rivers

Life in the outdoors is one 
of the most unpredict-
able things in our lifetime. 
For several years in a row 
now, I have messed up my 
opportunity to put meat 
in the freezer during the 
firearms deer season.

The just-ended seasons 
for me were fruitless only 
because I no longer am 
able to hold a rifle steady 
unless I have a rest. I suffer 
from what has been diag-
nosed as shaking hands 
syndrome. There is no cure 
for the problem and it gets 
worse with age. My only 
opportunity to put deer 
meat in the freezer came 
opening morning when 
just after 7 a.m., four deer 
walked out into the open 
with me also in an open 
area and I didn’t bag the 
deer that I shot. I’m sure 
that I hit the deer but there 
was no evidence, only the 
way it left out wasn’t in the 

usual flag up and moving 
away fast. Better luck next 
season, if I am still around 
and good enough condi-
tion to be able to hunt.

This is the time of year 
when most writers reflect 
on what has happened dur-
ing the past year. I didn’t 
catch many fish and what I 
did catch were in our farm 
pond.  Before we helped 
our grandson purchase the 
farm, the owners stocked 
the biggest pond with cat-
fish. They turned out to be 
bullheads and we thinned 
them out quite a bit around 
the 4th of July using jugs. 
Brayden and Rowan, my 
great- grandsons learned 
about jug fishing during 
that time. Brayden also 
learned how to skin a cat-
fish and how to fry them. 
They were small but fried 
up good.

Squirrel hunting for the 

year should have been good 
as there were quite a few 
that made it through the 
winter and raised some 
young ones. I ventured out 
only one time and knocked 
out a pair. The first one got 
hung up in a forked limb on 
the tree and the second one 
hit the ground in a thicket 
and I could not find it. The 
hunt ended my attempt at 
getting a mess of squir-
rels as the ticks were too 
numerous to count when I 
pulled off the clothes that 
I wore while being out for 
about an hour.  I’ll bet that 
there were more than 100 
total.

My grandson released a 
bunch of young quail and 
he said that we could prob-
ably bag enough for a quail 
feed but I don’t want to 
shoot them as we would 
like to get them started on 
the farm again. There was a 
covey that raised in front of 

the house when we moved 
out here but they appar-
ently fell prey to a bunch 
of coyotes that toured the 
area that year and after the 
quail disappeared, so did 
the coyotes until recently. 
There is a bunch of coyotes 
that raid the chickens and 
one male fathered a litter 
of pups from Chris’s border 
collie. We have one that is a 
house dog but will soon be 
relegated to the outdoors 
as she is pretty big for a 
house dog.

One of my best sources for 
outdoor activities passed 
away last week. Dale Barks 
usually visited me about 
every couple of weeks, He 
usually had a story to tell 
about what king of wildlife 
he had seen or a fish that 
was caught in his pond.

When he came to the house 
on that date, he had a pick-
up truck load of wood.  He 

had brought me several 
loads in times past as he 
knew we burned wood and 
needed some. He asked me 
“What will you give me for 
it?” and I said “What will 
you take?” He said “To you, 
$4.  My wife was outside 
and I hollered to her to give 
Dale Five if she had one. 
She did.

While unloading the wood, 
he stumbled and almost fell 
a couple of times and I 
tried to get him to let me 
unload the rest of it but he 
insisted and when we got 
the job done, he turned his 
truck around and headed 
home to take a nap. It was 
just starting to get dark and 
I figured that when I read 
in the paper that he had 
died that I was the last per-
son to talk to him. I would 
venture to say that Dale 
Barks, during his lifetime 

bagged more wild game 
than anyone I ever met. He 
especially liked to turkey 
and deer hunt and told me 
that he never wasted a bite 
of meat from anything he 
killed. I already miss him 
as he truly was a friend.

There are a few UKC wild 
coon hunt events in the area 
this month in Arkansas, 
but I have misplaced the 
magazine with the hunts 
advertised so you hunters 
that attend these events 
know about them anyway 
and if you don’t know, 
you need to subscribe to 
Coonhound Bloodlines as 
there is a list each month 
of next month’s events. 
My wish is for everyone to 
have a happy and prosper-
ous New Year.
 Until next time
 Paul Woods
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A young man named Chuck bought a horse from 
a farmer for $250. The farmer agreed to deliver 
the horse the next day. The next day, the farmer 
drove up to Chuck’s house and said “sorry son, 
but I have some bad news, the horse died.” Chuck 
replied, “well, then just give me my money back.”

The farmer said, “Can’t do that. I went and spent 
it already.” Chuck said, “Ok then, just bring me the 
dead horse.” The farmer asked, “What ya gonna 
do with him?” Chuck said, I’m going to raffle him 
off.” The farmer said, “You can”t raffle off a dead 
horse!” Chuck said, “Sure I can, Watch me. I just 
won’t tell anybody he’s dead.”

A month later, the farmer met up with Chuck and 
asked, “What happened with that dead horse?” 
Chuck said, “I raffled him off. I sold 500 tickets at 
five dollars a piece and made a profit of $2495.” 
The farmer said, “Didn’t anyone complain?” Chuck 
said, “Just the guy who won. So I gave him his five 
dollars back.”

Chuck now works for the government.
 Just thinking ~ Lee Burton

Indiana Toll Road - Or who’s Toll Road is it? It is Interstate 80 and 90, and doesn’t it belong to 
the tax payer? Who’s making a profit? ~Just thinking

The recent bankruptcy of 
the Spanish-Australian con-
sortium that operates the 
Indiana Toll Road is drawing 
new players to the table.

Potential investors from 
California, New York, Italy, 
United Arab Emirates and 
Canada, along with sepa-
rate groups from Spain and 
Australia, are preparing to 
bid on the roadway lease 
once it goes up for auction, 
Reuters reported.

The current operator, 
the Indiana Toll Road 
Concession Co., leased the 
157-mile toll road for $3.85 
billion in 2006 but owes an 
astonishing $6 billion in debt 

after just eight years. The 
initial lease was scheduled to 
last 75 years through 2081.

What sticks in the craw for 
truckers, who fought against 
the lease, is that a $14 toll 
that existed when the lease 
was signed increased 176 
percent during ITRCC’s 
reign to $38.70.

With the toll road opera-
tor filing for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protections in 
September and working with 
creditors to restructure its 
debt payments, Reuters says 
a new bidder could poten-
tially pay $4 billion to $5 
billion at auction.

There’s no word yet on what 
will happen to toll rates 
or how much profit a new 
investor would be guaran-
teed under a new deal. The 
list of potential investors 
contains some big names in 
the world of infrastructure 
and toll roads.

A subsidiary of Cintra of 
Spain, whose parent com-
pany teamed with Macquarie 
of Australia to lease the 
roadway in 2006, has part-
nered with the Canadian 
Pension Plan Investment 
Board and Brookfield Asset 
Management of Canada to 
take a run at a new lease, 
Reuters reported.

Australian firm Hastings 
Funds Management has 
teamed with the California 
Public Employees  Retire- 
ment System and Italian firm 
Autostrade to make a bid, 
according to the report.

Abertis of Spain has report-
edly partnered with the 
Ontario (Canada) Municipal 
Employees Retirement Sys-
tem and IFM of Australia to 
submit a proposal.

And last but not least, the 
Alberta (Canada) Investment 
Management Corp. has part-
nered with the Abu Dhabi 
Investment Authority from 
the United Arab Emirates.
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3092 Westwood Blvd. Poplar Bluff

Phone # 573-727-9269
open Tues & Wed 8-5 Thur 8-6

Fri 7-5 Sat 7-12

GARNER CAR WAsH
1590 W. Maud St.
Poplar Bluff, MO

We hand wash your vehicle! 1221 County Rd 525 Off Hwy W (1-1/4 Mile)

E-mail: odjnmj6@aol.com

www.    bluffcitygaragedoors.com
         Poplar Bluff, Missouri

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation
Ollie & Nadine Johnson

In State: 1-800-660-1543  •  Fax: 573-785-3226

Cell: 573-429-0321

“The Best Place To Buy Garage Doors Since 1975”

573-785-1543

grOWing Up With prActicAL 
pArentS

I grew up with practical 
parents. A mother, God 
love her, who washed 
aluminum foil after 
she cooked in it, then 
reused it. She was the 
original recycle queen 
before they had a name 
for it. A father who 
was happier getting old 
shoes fixed than buying 
new ones.

Their marriage was 
good, their dreams 
focused. Their best 
friends lived barely a 
wave away.

I can see them now, 
Dad in trousers, tee 
shirt and a hat and 
Mom in a house dress, 
lawn mower in one 
hand, and dish-towel 
in the other. It was the 
time for fixing things. A 
curtain rod, the kitchen 
radio, screen door, the 
oven door, the hem in a 
dress. Things we keep.

It was a way of life, and 
sometimes it made me 
crazy. All that re-fix-
ing, eating, renewing: I 
wanted just once to be 
wasteful. Waste meant 
affluence. Throwing 
things away meant you 
knew there’d always be 
more.

But then my mother 
died, and on that clear 
summer’s night, in the 
warmth of the hospital 
room, I was struck with 
the pain of learning 
that sometimes there 

isn’t any more.

Sometimes, what we 
care about most gets 
all used up and goes 
away...never to return. 
So, while we have it, it’s 
best we love it.... And 
care for it. And fix it 
when it’s broken... And 
heal it when it’s sick.

This is true. For mar-
riage... And old cars... 
And children with bad 
report cards... And 
dogs with bad hips... 
And aging parents... 
And grandparents. We 
keep them because they 
are worth it, because 
we are worth it. Some 
things we keep. Like a 
best friend that moved 
away or a classmate we 
grew up with.

There are just some 
things that make life 
important, like people 
we know who are spe-
cial... And so, we keep 
them close!

I wish to think I am a 
‘keeper’, and if I am a 
Keeper I know of peo-
ple I think of in the 
same way... 

I do hope you know 
people that are “keep-
ers” in your life. Good 
friends are like stars... 
You don’t always see 
them, but you know 
they are always there. 
Keep them close!
 Amen to that

this book can be purchased at 
Amazon.com, Barnes & noble, 
and hometown pharmacy in 

doniphan, MO.

A killer in the Ozarks
Suspense Meets Survivalism. 

A Gripping Mystery Novel 
by H. W. Jackson.

Transporting readers into the Missouri 
Ozarks, Jackson’s latest novel uniquely 
fuses an engrossing narrative with his-
torical fact, depicting one man’s struggle 
to survive against all odds in the rugged 
Ozark Mountains.

Yesterday Is Gone.
Tomorrow Has Not Yet Come.

We Have Only Today.
Let Us Begin.

Happy New Year!


